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HE following ſmall Trades, f in con- 
Sow of unproyoked 1 injuries; were 
bal thro together, during the late cla» 
19 7 5 diſputes between Directors, Proprie- 
OE and Candidates for the management of 
India affairs at home and abroad. How 
they came to be ſo haſtily produced, and as 
haſtily publiſhed, it ſeems requiſite I ton 
explain a little more at large. 


At the 4 * of theſe e 

I was determined to avoid engaging on either 
fide; and, to ſhun ſolicitation, I difpoſed of 
all the ftock I ſtood poſſeffed of, without 
retaining as much as might entitle me to a 
fugle vote; ſo truly deſirous I was to enjoy 
p A 2 in 
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, in quiet that peaceful retirem ent, I ad dearfy 


purchaſed at the expence of ſo many difficul- 
ties, miſeries, and heavy misfortunes as fell 
to my lot, while in che ſervice of che 


: - 
0 9 133 1 1 \ 
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SUCH) 1 fay, were my reſolutions, to 
which I ſhould moſt ſtrictly have adhered, 
if I had not found my character firſt indi- 
rely, afterwards; openly attacked, by the 
baſeſt calumnies, which were levelled againſt 


me in a manner, ſudden, unmerited and un- 
R | 


UpER theſe circumſlances, there wa 1 A 
neceſſity of ſpeaking for myſelf, and, which 


was ſtill more unpleaſing, I found myſelf 
likewiſe conſtrained to enter upon my vin- 


dication without delay. — The pungency of 
theſe accuſations — the -precipitancy "of the 


times; and a diſpoſition to take every thing 


for granted that was not immediately refuted; 
obliged me not only to difpatch them as 
quickly as was poſſible, but alſo to produce 
Werk in * hurry to the publick i bo 8 


185 was from bee accidents, which ! could 
not either. foreſee or avoid, that they came 


. intg the world not: ſo well digeſted, and with 
much less accuracy, chan the candi ! part ot 


G 


2 I ; mankind 
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mankind have a right to expect in every pro- 
duction that claims their conſideration, an it 13 
n to their 3 . D 


"Io. the fame cauſes 1 may very juſtly * 
thoſe errors of the prels, which were in ſome 
of them ſo numerous as ſcarce to leave the 

ſenſe intelligible ; to ſay nothing of other 
miſtakes in orthography and diction, All ariſ- 
ing from the utter impoſſibility of allowing | 
me time requiſite to reviſe' and correct hs 


rer dee. 61::i9di2b 4067 To 
| 


Ir is from a juſt bu of theſs involune 
tary imperfections, that * have been led to 
review, to reform 15 and to caſt into ſomep hat 

a different ſhape, theſe little pieces, that were 
Y thus expoſed ; and to render them ſtill clearer 
and more. ſatisfactory, I have added ſome 
other "Tracts, which, however ſeaſonable, 1 
had not the leiſure to prepare, and which, 
from my obſerving the obſcurity ariſing from 
their omiſhon, I conceived it my duty to add 

as ſoon as opportunity would permit. 


'S ' 


Mx narrative of the fatal cataſtrophe at 
Calcutta, and that unexampled ſcene of 
horror to which ſo many ſubjects of Great 
* were expoſed in the priſon of the 

509 5 Black- 
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Black-Hole, has ſo cloſe a connection with 
one of the pieces that precede it, as ſcarce 
to require an apalogy for reprinting it in this 
edition; prefixing, as a frontiſpiece to the 
Volume, a Print of the Monument which I 
erected, at my own expence, to the memory 
of thoſe unhappy ſufferers. 


Many, if not moſt of the matters con- 
tained in theſe ſheets, are to you, Gentlemen, 
very well known, as having been often the 
ſubject of your deliberations; and, there- 
fore, to whom could I fo properly addreſs 
them as to yourſelves ? — Two of you firſt 
incited my endeavours, and directed my 
labours for the Company's intereſt.— Mr. 
Payne, with the ſame diſtinguiſhed zeal, 
encouraged and ſupported them; - a zeal 
truly diſintereſted, for I was a ſtranger to 
you all; ſo that you could have no motive 


to the favour you beftowed, and the pro- 


tection you ſo generouſly afforded me, ex- 
cept the warm and pure regard which you 
ever ſhewed, rather than profeſſed, for that 
reſpectable body, whoſe concerns were then 
committed to your care. | 


You have, Gentlemen, he Sa 


me the honour to ſay, I did not (diſgrace 


your 


DEDICATION. vii 


your patronage, or diſappoint your favour- 
able expectations: to me this was the moſt 
ample reward — but I could not help think- 
ing there yet remained ſomething due on my 
part; and that I ought to attempt the juſti- 
fying your choice to the knowing, the 
ingenuous, and the judicious world. 


TH1s became more eſpecially incumbent 
on me, when I found Envy and Malice 
arraign the character of him, whom you had 
* eſpouſed, and whom you had ſo long ho- 
Z noured with your friendſhip. —— This, I 
thought, I could not better effect than by 
#2 publiſhing the following Pieces. 


W1TH all poſſible ſubmiſhon, I lay them 
in their new dreſs before you, as thereby I 
am favoured with what I have long and 
Z ardently wiſhed, an opportunity of giving 
this public teſtimony of a grateful heart, for 
the many and repeated proofs I have received 
of your reſpectable patronage. 


I am, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obliged, and 


moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Mount Felix, 


ay J c J. Z. HOLWELL, 
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EXPLANATION of certain PERSIAN and 
Mook1sH Terms in the following Sheets. 


A. 
pon; NY and Rufftanny—Iraports and Ex: 


Arag — Petition—A-zdaſot—Idem. | 
— Dealers | in different Branches of T rade. 


Re | 60-5 * 
Banka Bazer—Formerly the Oſtend Factory. 
Begum—Princeſs—meaning without Care. 
Buxey—A Paymaſter of Troops. 
Buckſerrias—Foot Soldiers whoſe common Arms 
are Sword and Target only. 


HO; 

Chowkys—Guards at the Stairs, or * 
Cbinam— Lime. 

Coffid—A Foor-meſſenger, or Poſt, 
 Chubdaar— An Uſher. 

Cooley— A Porter. | 

Chout—A Fourth Part. 

A Cofs, or Corſe—A Meaſure from two Miles to 

two Miles and Half. 
A Corore of Rupees — An hundred Lack, or one Mil- 
lion Sterling. 


- 


D. 


Dewan—King's Treaſurer, 
Dewanny —Superintendincy over the Royal Re. 
venues. 
Duſſutary—An Impoſt of ten per Cent. 
Durban Court or Council, and ſometimes a Levee 
only. 
 Decoyt—A Robber. 
Dummadah—A River. 


B 2 Fowzdar 


4 IPs 


Poonden— A Millcary Officer, 5 


G. 


Gamiftab—Baftor or Agent. 
Gwallers—Carriers of Palanquins, PR: 
Nes, r e | S 
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Rab arts or C oaches drawn by Oxen. 
ee 5 j 


20 "tx 

John Nagore—A Village ſo called, 4 
Faggemaut—The Gentoo . . 
Jemmautdaar— An Officer of the ſame Rank vith 


the Roman Centurion, 


M, 


ab s Obligation with a Penalty ee 
Moonſhee—A Perſian Secretary. 

Muſnud— Throne. 

Moories—W riters. | 
Maund--A groſs Weight between 70 and 80 Nee 


N. 


Ne egrai—A new Serlomens at oneof the Pegu Iſlands, 
Nobut—A Drum, a Mark of Royalty aſſumed by 
| the Subahs of Bengal. 


| . 
en Order or Command, ſometimes 
a Grant. 
Parranea—In the Province of "TS a Nabobſhip 
ſubordinate to the Subah. 
| Phirmaund—A Royal Mandate, or Grant. 
r Mie 


1 E | 


3 
Pykes—Officers relative to the Service of the * 
Ponſways—Guard-Boats. 


Podar or Shroff —A Money-changer. 
Peons—Infantry. 


. Pottahs — Grants, 


Pondary, Foorea—F armers diſtint Allowances on 
Grain at © ths Gunge. 


R. 
— iſtrict for the Royal Game, 


* 
. / 
8. | 


Seer, Chetac, Maund Forty Seer is one Maund, 
and ſixteen Chetac one Seer, 


T. 


Telinga— The Carnatic Country on the Coaſt of 
Coromandel. 
Tankſal—A Mint for Coinage. 
Tanners and Buzbudgea—Forts on the River Ganges. 
Tunkahs— Aſſignments upon Lands. 
Tuzſaconna, Ginanab—W ardrobe and Seraglio. 


V. 


Vaqueel—Engliſh Agent or Reſident at the Nabob's 
Court. 
Vizerut—The Grant for the Viſierſhip. 


W. 


Wazeed—A conſiderable Mahometan Merchant wha 
reſided at Hougley upon the Ganges. 


| Z. 
Zemin Ground Zemindary Relative to Lands, 
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TO THE 

Prorkitrors or EasT INDIA STOCK; ' 
GenTLEMEN and Ladies; : | n 5 
KNOW not any body of people in the kingdom  _ | 
ſo much to be pitied, or ſo deſervedly the ob- 1 
ject of attention, at this period, as yourſelves : $ 
ſtrangers to the ſecret ſprings and workings of the 1 
great machine you are embarked in, you muſt be 4 
alſo 2 to the nature of its defects, and in- [ 

capable of applying proper remedies to its irregular, 


and conſequently deſtructive motions. _ _._ 
Thoſe intruſted with the conduct of your con- 
cerns at home, diſtracted and divided in their : 
councils; your Agents abroad, in the ſame un- 
happy diviſions and animoſities; a general Court 
at hand, where it is o be feared, not one in a 
hundred of you will be able to form any clear idea 
of the matters to be diſcuſſed : What ſalutary effects 
then can be expected from its reſplutions, in your 
preſent uninformed ſtate? er 
| I will not begin ſo endleſs a work as the. inveſti- 
| gating, from their original ſource, the various 
1 a B 4 | com- 


tr 8. 1 


combined cauſes, which gave riſe to theſe diſſen- 
tions, as it would anſwer no one uſeful purpole at 
preſent: an honeſt indignation, and true regard 
for the welfare of the Company provokes my pen, 
to reſcue you from impreſſions, the beſt and moſt 
ſenſible are ſometimes liable to, from miſrepreſen- 
tation, artful invective, plauſible, ſpecious, though 
fallacious argument, and cruel inſinuation; enough 
of theſe are, at this particular juncture, thrown out 
to amuſe and blind you, by ſome no better ac- 
quainted with the ſubjects they write and ſpeak on, 
than moſt of yourſel ves. 

The productions of paltry ſcriblers are below 
mine, and every gentleman's notice, (ſuch as ap- 
peared in a late evening paper; ) but when men of 
ſenſe, virtue and character, and others who have 


poſſeſſed high and diſtinguiſhed ſtations and emolu- 


ments in your ſervice, join the cry, and help to 
keep up and increaſe this anarchy in your affairs, 
it is time to guard you, not only againſt the venom 
of their pens, but their tongues alſo; for, from 
them there may be danger. | 
That your affairs have been brought to the brink 
of ruin, is molt certain, and poſſibly by this time 
(tho* God forbid) you may not have a foot of land, 
nor a rupee of property, in the three provinces of 
Bengal; a diſmal and alarming proſpect.— The 
queſtion is, What is the real and more immediate 
cauſe of this melancholy ſituation? If you hearken 
to the preſent torrent of Wbue, you will be told, 
the revolution which depoled Mhir Jaffier Aly 
Khan, and ſet up his ſon-in-law, Koſſim Aly Khan, 
in the year 1760, is ſtained with unparalleled in- 
fam, and is the cauſe of every ſubſequent miſchief 
to you: you are further told, this change will be 
explained to you from: the moſt undoubted authority, 
and unanſtoerable arguments: but nothing of this 
kind yet appears to cnlighten you, . 
4 1 Teen latent EIS From 
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From. another en you are informed, your 
Court of Directors are culpable.— Thoſe who yu 
in the dark, may fire 5 indeed, not being im- 
mediately liable to —— ; but then they may 
be ſometimes liable to miſtake their aim — the 
charge againſt them is couched in the follow- 
ing terms: Your Court of Directors at home, 
„ pleaſed with the preſent advantages, never exa- 
« mined: the means by which they were obtained, 
e or whence the neceſſities aroſe that were pleaded 
in excuſe of the revolution.” I ſhauld be grieved 
you could imagine I am ſet down, to form an apo- 
logy for the whole conduct of your Court of Di- 
rectors.— Far be it from me - but as I know their 
judgment on, and ſanction given to this revolution, 
were the reſult of mature examination, both as to 
the means, and neceſſities that produced it, it would 
be diſhoneſt in me not to ſay ſo; and I will venture 
to pronounce, that before 1 cloſe. this Addrels to 
you, yourſelves will acquit them of this charge, and 
be convinced their conduct, as to this particular 
tranſaction, was ſtrictly conſiſtent, not only with 
your intereſt but honour — nor will I, doubt, but 
this revolution will, in the ſequel, reflect honour 
and credit on every one of your ſervants who had 
a part in . 

To vindicate the ce 1760, is the taſk I 
no impoſe upon myſelf, not only for your infor- 
mation, (though. I confeſs that. to be a moving, and 
at this time a very eſſential conſideration) but alſo 
in juſtification, of my ſelf, who, it is very well 
known, had ſo large a ſhare in it, and in defence 
of one of the beſt and moſt capable ſervants you 
25 had 1 EEG 2 2 exacts this 
teſtimony, fr though .he ſuperceded me in 
the 5 a of your preſidendy of, Bengal—I 
conceive Mr. Vanſittart's character, on this oc 

oe. e ape he is not here to vindi- 


Cate 
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cate himſelf; it is therefore incumbent on me (who 
only can) to do it; the more eſpecially, becauſe if 
any juſt cenſure lies againſt him on account of this 
revolution, it is owing to the repreſentations laid 
before him by me, touching the ſtate of the Com- 
pany's affairs at the period he came to the govern- 
ment. | 

Previous to laying proofs and vouchers before 
you, it will not be amiſs, to ſay what I intend to 
ve. I therefore ſer out with theſe poſitions : 
Ert, That the diſtreſt ſituation of your affairs, as 
well as impending ruin of the provinces, made it 
unavoidably neceſſary to diveſt Mhir Jaffier Aly 
Khan of power to do greater miſchiefs, as by a 
feries of mal-adminiſtration. and cruelties he had 
- well nigh brought himſelf, his family, the pro- 
vinces, and the Company, to deſtruction; ſo that 
became a reproach to the Engliſh name and arms 
to ſupport his tyrannic government any longer: 
Secondly, That Mhir Jaffier Aly Khan was guilty 
of a breach of every article of the offenſive and 

defenſive treaty made with him in the year 1757, 
when he was by us promoted to the Subaſhip of 
Bengal. —Thirdly, That your honour, and the ho- 
nour of the nation, remain inviolate, and ſtand 
unimpeached by this revolution, though the con- 

trary has been ſo induſtriouſly inſinuate 
This conteſt is reducible to a very narrow com- 
paſs.—If the depoſing Mhir Jaffier Aly Khan was 
a juſt and neceſſary meaſure, every ſubſequent op- 
poſition to it muſt be wrong, and highly detrimen- 
tal to your intereſt, trade, and poſſeſſions; on the 
contrary, if you deem the depoſing Mhir Jaffier 
Aly Khan, an unjuſt and unneceſſary meaſure, the 
reſtoring him muſt be right, in the eye of ſtrict 
juſtice, provided ' ſuch reſtoration is ſo circum- 
ſtanced, as to be brought about without the mani- 
teſt hazard of ruin to your affairs. On this we 
2 Join 
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join iſſue, and proceed to our proofs. In order to 
which, a ſhort introduction to facts will be needful. 

In Avguſt 1760, Henry Vanſittart, Eſq; ar- 
rived at Fort William, Bengal, and received the 
government. Your affairs, as well as the ſtate of 
the provinces, being in a moſt ruinous, intricate, 
and disjointed ſituation, Mr. Holwell thought it an 
indiſpenſible duty on him, to draw up ſuch a clear 
repreſentation of theſe matters as ſhould afford that 
gentleman an immediate general idea of our poli- 
tical ſtate at that period - which he accordingly 
did, in the following terms, introduced by a ſhort 
addreſs to your ſecret Committee. 


To the Honourable Henzy VANSITTART, Eſq; &c: 
Members of the Select Committee. 


Hon Sir and Sirs, wor: 

S my health, and the conſideration of other 
circumſtances, will ſoon oblige me to requeſt 
1 of the Board to reſign the ſervice, I beg 
eave, previous to that ſtep, to accompany this 
ſhort addreſs with ſuch remarks and memorials, as 
may convey to the Honourable the Preſident, (fo 
lately arrived among you) a knowledge of the pre- 
ſent ſtate and ſituation of the Company's affairs, as 
they ſtand connected with, or are dependant on, the 

country government of Bengal. | 
I have the Honour to be, &c. 
| J. Z. H. 


M E MOR I A L. 


* form a judgment of the preſent ſtate of 

things at Bengal, it will be needful to have 

a retroſpect to the late revolution of the year 1757, 

when neceſſity, and a juſt reſentment for tlie naar 
| cr 
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el injuries, obliged us to enter on a plan to des 
prive Surajud Dowla of his government, which 
was accordingly done, and Mhir Mahomet Jaffier 
Aly Khan, fixed by us at the head of the provinces, 
on certain conditions, and under a- treaty of alli- 
ance, offenſive and defenſive.  _ | 47 
A ſhort ſpace. fully proved how unworthy the 
family thus raiſed to the Subaſhip were: the condi- 
tions of the treaty could not be obtained from the 


Suba, without, in a manner, being extorted from him; 
and by a thouſand ſhifts and evaſions, it was plain, 


no ſingle article would ever have been complied) 
with, had the Suba been inveſted with ſufficient: 
power to prevent it, or could he have diveſted 


himſelf of his own fears and apprehenſions from our 


reſentment, 


Tunka's on the lands were, however, granted 
for payment of the ſtipulated ſums, at ſtated times, 
by which the Roy Royen, (or Collector of the 
Revenues) and the Dewans, Mutfoodies, &c. (de- 
pendents of that office) with every harpy employed 
in the Zemindary or lands, became our implacable 
enemies; and conſequently, 3 1 

A party was ſoon raiſed at the Durbar, headed 
by the Suba's ſon Mhiran, and Raja Raage Bul- 


lob, who were daily planning ſchemes, to ſhake off 
their dependance on the Engliſh, and continually 


urging to the Suba, that until this was effected, 
his government was nominal only. The Suba, 
ſomething, irritated, by the protection given to 
Raja Doolubram, better known by the name of Roy 
Doolub, and weak and irreſolute in himſelf, fell 
too ſoon into theſe ſentiments. _ | Ws 
The firſt ſtep taken to accompliſh this ſcheme 
of independence, was, to aſſaſſinate and cut off, 
under, one pretence or another, every. miniſter and 
officer at the Durbar, whom they knew were at- - 
tached to the Engliſh: to this purpoſe, Coju 
3 Haady, 
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Haady, and Coffim Aly Khan, firſt ang ſecond 


Buxey, were aſſaſſinated in November and Detem- 
ber 1758. After many attempts made on the per- 
ſons of Rheim Khan and Golam Shaw, his uncle 
and brother, they were at laſt obliged to ſeek an 
aſylum with the Shaw Zadda, 1759. Roy Doolub's 
ſon and four brothers were E on no other 
cauſe, but his known inviolable attachment to us; 
"this family would have fallen a ſacrifice had they 
not been reſcued out of the Suba's hands by force 


of arms. Omhir Beg Khan would, from the ſame 


cauſe, have ſuffered the fame fate, had he not 
given his ſolemn engagement to quit the kingdom, 
which he accordingly did, in a miſerable ſtate of 
Health, and lived only to arrive at Buſforah. _ 

The next project of the Durbar, appeared (by 
every ſubſequent concurring circumſtance) to be a 
ſecret negotlation with the Dutch, for tranſportin 

troops from Batavia into theſe provinces, that Bee 
their united force a ſtop might be put to the power 
of the Engliſh. This ſcheme was conducted by 
Raja Raage Bullob, on the part of the Suba, and 


by Fookru Toojaar Khan (better known by the 
name of Coja Wazeed) on the part of the Dutch, 


about October or November 1758, the period when 
the Decan expedition took place under Colonel 
Forde, and your garriſons were much reduced. 
Soon after the provinces were invaded by the 
Shaw Zadda, (undoubted heir to the Mogul em- 
ire) on the ſide of Patna, and Colonel Clive, with 
he Engliſh troops and Seapoys, joined the Suba 
and his army, and by forced marches preſerved 
Rajah Ramnaran (Nabob of Patna) ſteady in his 
duty, and arrived juſt in time to fave that city and 
province, and drive the Prince beyond the river 
rum and brought the Budgepoore, &c. 
countries under ſubjection. f 3 
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The Prince, more than once, wrote to the Colo- 
nel, offering any terms for the Company and him- 
ſelf, on condition the Engliſh would quit the Suba, 
and join his arms; but the Colonel, thinking it 
incompatible with our treaty of alliance, gave the 
Prince no encouragement. => 

At the end of the campaign, in June 1759, the 


Colonel returned to us; and about the ſame time, 


the Suba and young Nabob Mhiran arrived at 
Muxadabad : . both, now, with full conviction of 
our firm attachment to his government and family, 
and of our religious regard to treaties. What ſenſe 
they retained of theſe obligations, and how long, 
will appear by and by. | | 
The Suba and his ſon, thinking themſelves now 
better eſtabliſhed in the government, and ſcreened 
by ſuch a powerful ſupport as our -rms, ſet no 
bounds to their cruelties, oppreſſions, and ex- 
actions from thoſe who had any thing to be plun- 
dered of; and theſe barely received a check, from 
the frequent and ſevere remonſtrances of Colonel 
Clive to the Suba, on a conduct, which he foretold 
him, aſt, from the general deteſtation of his people, 
end in the deſtruktion of himſelf, family, and country. — 
His troops clamorous for their pay, whilſt the 
Suba, in place of appropriating the ſums he had 
acquired, by repeated aſſaſſinations, to the juſt 
demands of his Jummautdars and troops, laviſhed 
the ſame in boundleſs extravagancies. | 
About the latter end of July 1759, the young 


Nabob arrived in Calcutta, on a pretended viſit to 


the Colonel; but the real deſign was, to negociate, 
if poſſible, the ſurrender of Roy Doolub, and two 
or three other articles, given him in charge by his 
father; ſuch as, giving up the Tunka lands on 
ſecurity, —borrowing a large ſum of money: but 
in theſe the ſon proving unſucceſsful, a member of 


the Board and Select Committee, was, at his deſire, 


{ent 


1 


{ent to accompany him to the city, to reconcile the 
Suba to the negatives his ſon had met with at Cal- 
cutta, and at the ſame time to intimate to him the 
advice we had received, that a large armament was 


fitting out at Batavia, deſtined for Bengal, and to 


know bis reſolution, in caſe that force arrived in 
the river. | | 
He was not to be reconciled to the .refuſals his 
ſon had -met with, but determined to try his own 
Power, and declared his intention to viſit the Colo- 
nel himſelf in September, (which he did, but with 
no more ſucceſs) he ſeemed to make light of the 
intelligence touching the Dutch armament, and not 
to give much credit to it, though he diſcovered 
reat perplexity ; however, he wrote a letter to the 
Colonel, demanding our aſſiſtance, by virtue of 
the treaty of alliance, in caſe the Dutch troops came 
into the river. | 5 
The armament from Batavia arrived during his 
viſit at Calcutta; his ſtay after that was ſhort, his 


mind ſeemed much embarraſſed, and his whole 


ſubſequent conduct gave moſt undoubted proofs, 
that the Dutch force was arrived at his invitation; 
that ſuch were the ſentiments of Colonel Clive and 
his Council, appears from the narrative of our con- 


teſt with the Dutch, November 1759, tranſmitted 


to the Court of Directors, and to our ſeveral Ad- 
mirals: a peruſal of this narrative will convince the 
impartial, that the Suba's behaviour on this occa- 
ſion, was a moſt flagitious breach of the treaty of 
alliance; and that no terms whatever ſhould have 
been preſerved with him after ſuch treachery and 
ingtatitude; to which we may add, by way of il- 
32 the ſubſequent farces carried on between 
the Nabobs and the Dutch, even until the month 
of July 1760, as ſet forth in the ſeveral letters 
between Mr. Holwell and the Reſident at Morad- 
Paag, on this ſubject, to which I refer; where it 
8 | will 
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will appear moſt manifeſt, that the Suba's real 
intentions never were to oppoſe theſe people, thou 
he was from time to time UG upon us, and de- 
manding aſſiſtance, by virtue of the treaty of allj- 
ance ſubſiſting between him and the Engliſh :—— 
witneſs the private orders and inſtructions given 
his ſon-in-law, Mhir Mahomet Coſſim Aly Khan, 
fo oppoſite to the 42 orders given to amuſe 752 
deceive us, when he was ſent down to demoliſh t 
new works at Chinſura, the apparent delay in which 
drew much” cenſure upon that General, until the 
truth was known. _ gr Dep 
In the beginning of the year 1960, the Shaw 
Zadda invaded the provinces again, with 4 force 
more reſpectable than in the preceding one, bot 
in troops and commanders, by the revolt of Com- 
gar Khan, Golam Shaw, Rheim Khan, and others; 
the Suba, by this time, having made himſelf and 
family ſo univerſally hated, that we may juſtly ſay, 
there was hardly a man in the province that did not 
JJ... 

Colonel Clive reſigned the government early in 
February 1760, about which time the Morattors 
entered the province from the ſouthward, and pe- 
netrated Burdomaan country, making a conſidè- 
Table diverſion in favour of the Prince 3 che Suba 
demanded a body of our troops, Seapoys and field 
artillery, for defence of his country, to join his 
army under the command of Mhir Coſſim Aly 
Khan; which were granted: but here the ſervice 
expected, and intended by this united force, was 
intirely fruſtrated, by the puſillanimous and con- 
tradictory orders from the Suba io that 8 
which ended at laſt in commanding him to advance 
towards Cutwah, for the defence of the city, in 
place of ordering him to march to the fouthward, 
againſt the Morattors, to drive them out of the 
country: and this in oppoſition to the ſtrongeſt 
. | 3 remonſtrances 
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remonſtrances made againſt it, by Mr. Holwell and 


Mhir Coſſim Aly Khan: thus the country fell a 
prey to the Morattors, and a total ſtop was put to 


the collection of our Tunkas, on which was our 


dependence and expectation, for the ſervice of the 

ear. (Vid. Military Correſpondence, Feb. and 
Mar. 1760.) | | 

Our troops, under command of Major Caillaud, 
in conjunction with the Suba's army, commanded 
by his ſon Mhiran, had taken the field ſome time 
before Colonel Clive's departure for Europe, and 
ſhaped their rout towards Patna, whilſt the Suba 


remained in the neighbourhood of Rajamaal, a a 


check upon Cuddeim Hoſſein Khan, Nabob of 
Purnea. 


* 


A regular and particular detail of the tranſactions 


of this laborious campaign, will not. be expected 
here, as the progreſs of it will preſent itſelf in the 
courſe of the military correſpondence, laid before 
the Sele&t Committee; therefore general remarks 
on the ſucceſs, effects, and probable conſequences, 
will ſuffice. = 
This campaign, like the former ones, produced 
no definitive action, or ſtroke, to lay the leaſt 
foundation of peace to the provinces : in the courſe 
of it, three morally ſure, and important oppor- 
tunities, were loſt by the cowardice of both Na- 
bobs.—-The firſt, when Mhiran refuſed to join 
Major Caillaud with his horſe, in the immediate 
purſuit of the Prince, when defeated near Patna.— 


The ſecond, when the Suba refuſed to comply 


with the Major's requeſt and demand, to croſs his 
horſe over Burdomaan river, to attack the Prince, 
when united with Subabut, the Morattor general. 
And the-third, when in the laſt purſuit of Cuddeim 
Hoſiein Khan, the young Nabob refuſed to lead or 
detach his horſe to the Mayor's affiſtance, by which 
2a general action might have been brought on; but 
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on the eontrary, kept himſelf encamped above 4 


mile in the Major's rear, as if his intentions were 
to leave our troops, without borſe, a ſacrifice to 
the enemy. 

On the near approach of the Major to Patna, he 
received a Phirmaund from the Prince, of which 
he adviſed the Board, and promiſed to forward a 
copy; but no wonder that, in the courſe of ſo ex- 
traordinary and fatiguing a campaign, it ſhould 
eſcape his memory. — On the Shaw Zadda's arrival 
in the Bierboheen country, (after the unexpected 
march he formed. upon his defeat near Patna) the 
Preſident received intelligence -that the Suba had 
actually a Vackeel in his camp; and that he was. 
negotiating a ſeparate treaty for himſelf. This 
appeared to have ſo dangerous a tendency, that any 


means were eligible to obtain the truth. 


The late Preſident, by a third hand, cauſed 
Aſſad Jumma Khan, Raja of Bierboheen, and his 
uncle Comgar Khan, to be wrote to, on this ſubject 
of the Suba's Vackeel and treaty.— This ſoon pro- 
duced a Phirmaund from the Prince, incloſing 
copy of the Suba's Arzdaſht. The Preſident made 
no reply to the Phirmaund, but returned a ſhort 
one to Comgar Khan's - york (which accompanied 
the Phirmaund) intimating, that copies were of 
little validity, where originals were in. being. 

A few days before the Prince began his retreat 
Any: the hills, the Preſident received a ſecond 
Phirmaund from him, incloſing original Arzdaſht: 
from the Suba.—All-that can be ſaid for or againſt 
1 being given either to the authenticity of the 

or the original, will appear on the face of 

* correſpondence, in two letters from the Preſi- 

dent to the Major, under «ates the 22d and 24th. 

of laſt April, and to Mr. Haſtings the Reſident = 
Morad-baag, the 20th of the fame month : 

theſe, we may further n that if they were 

forgeries, 


MI 


'Forgeries, they have yet corroborating fignatutes 
of truth; and the whole tenor of the Suba's con- 
duct moſt exactly tallies with the terms of the 
Arzdaſht (or petition). But to reſume the courſe 
of the campaign to the preſent time. 

- Patna: is relieved and ſecured for the preſent 
Cuddeim Hoſſein Khan is depoſed from his govern- 
ment of Purnea, and drove out of the country, 
but with all his treaſure and valuable effects, to 
the reproach and infamy of the young Nabob's 
memory; ſo that after the rains he will eafily join 


the Prince, with the eſſential ſinews of war, money, 


the only thing he ſtands in need of to enable him 
to harraſs the provinces five years longer. 

The young Nabob is taken off by 8 
Ja our troops are gone into quarters, after havin 


done as much or more than could have been ; 


expected from men ſo wretchedly ſupported, by 
thoſe for whoſe preſervation they endured every 
diſtreſs and fatigue, and braved variety of deaths.— 


The Prince has found means to preſerve himſelf 


and forces, a footing on this fide the Sone, and 


in the neighbourhood of Patna: it is ſaid, Com- 


gar Khan has forſaken the cauſe of the Prince, 
which appears moſt improbable z not only on 
account that he has no other chance for reim- 


burſing himſelf, but perſeverance ; but alſo, be- 


cauſe we have undoubted intelligence that 3000 
of his troops have joined his nephew, Aſſud Jum- 
ma Khan, who has thrown off his allegiance to the 
Suba.—T hele troops are certainly lodged, to make 
an early and important diverſion, at the opening 


of the next campaign, by entering the Burdomaan 


country as ſoon as the Prince begins to be in 
motion to the northward ; and thus our ſupplies 
from thence will be again cut off, and the Com- 
pany's affairs reduced to the laſt extremity of 
diſtreſs, unleſs the approaching 81 of the ſeaſon 
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relieve us, or the whole Tunka's on thoſe lands be 
collected during the rains.—The latter is hardly 

Mble, and the former carries very little proba- 
bility with it.——The laſt propoſal from the Suba, 
to pay our balances, and reſume his lands, 13 
devoutly to be wiſhed, but it is to be. feared he 
has no meaning in it. 

The various reaſons urged againſt ſupporting 
the preſent government longer, on the plan we 
have been fome time purſuing, to the heavy injury 


of the Company, with various expedients to reſcue 


them from their manifeſt approaching ruin, are 
ſet forth at large in the military correſpondence— | 
in letters from the Preſident to Major Caillaud, 
under dates the 24th and 25th of May, and rath 
of June, and 3d of July ;—to Mr. Amyat, under 
dates the 25th and goth of May, and 1ft. July; 
to. Mr. Haſtings, under dates the 24th of May, 
and zoth of June, and 5th and 8th July. 

The ſudden death of the young Nabob, if made 
a proper uſe of, ſeems to point out a middle way, 
i things are not gone too far already, to admit 


any other alternative than diveſting this family 
from the government altogether. Vide the Preſi- 


dent's letter to Mr. Haſtings, of the 16th July, 
and to Major Caillaud, of the 26th, on the ſub- 
ject of a ſucceſſor to the ee Nabob's poſts.— 

J. & 1. 
The foregoing e we believe, would 
earry ſufficient conviction with it, to eſtabliſh our 
three poſitions, were we to go no farther :—the 


facts there ſtated are faithfully recited, and without 


exaggeration: it they are not, we are open to 
detection, from one- ſide or other of the preſent 
diviſion in the Court of Directors; there are lead- 
ing members in both parties, who can have 
recourſe to the face of their records of conſultations 
and committee proceedings. 


1 

As the ſeveral charges laid againſt Mhir Jaffier 
Aly Khan, in this Memorial, may, by being too 
much divided, not appear ſo clear and intelligible 
as we could wiſh, though ſufficiently ſo for whom 
it was then drawn; we ſhall, for your more ready 
comprehenſion, throw the whole into a regular 
connection as follows: — That, very ſoon after his 
advancement, he reſolved to reduce that power 
which raiſed him to wealth and princely. grandeur. 
That, in order to effect it, he began (by baſe 
aſſaſii nations, or other methods) to cut off, and 
drive out of the provinces, every officer and per- 
ſon of importance whom he had the leaſt cauſe to 
ſurmiſe favoured our intereſt, or were attached to 
us. — That he had been ſcarce ſeated in his govern- | 
ment, when he entered into a ſecret "negotiation 
with the Dutch, to introduce an armament ia 
the Provinces, to counteract and deſtroy our power 
and influence ;—a meaſure as wicked as fooliſn.— 
That he was guilty of the deepeſt deceit and 
treachery towards us, his benefaCtors and allies, in 
repeated inſtances.— That, whilſt our officers and 
troops were ſuffering every diſtreſs, and hazard of 
their lives, in defence of him, his fon, and country, 
our commander in chicf was baſely and treacher- 
ouſly deſerted, at three different periods, by father 
and ſon.— That he meditated a ſeparate, ſecret, 
treaty with the Shaw Zadda, and offered to ſacrifice 
us to the Prince, but was not (happily for us) 
believed, or heard. — That the whole term of his 
government was an uniform chain of cruelty, 
| tyranny and oppreſſion. —That- (over and above 
what is charged againſt him in the Memorial) he 
meditated, and was near carrying into execution, 
an infamous ſecret treaty with the Morattors, which 
would have proved the total deſtruction of the 
country, if it had not been timely prevented. 
That he threw every poſſible lett and hindrance in 
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our way, in the collection of our Tunka's.— That 
he encouraged, and winked at, the obſtructions 
given to the free currency of our Calcutta Sicca's; 
by which, at times, the Company ſuffered heavy 
loſſes. — | 

Each of theſe charges is a violation of that treaty 
which put Mhir Jaffier Aly Khan in poſſeſſion of 
a government of more value than many kingdoms 
of Europe, ſupported by us at the expence of our 
blood, until it became a ſcandal and reproach to 
our name and nation.——But it is time we proceed 
to other proofs than bare aſſertions: Theſe we ſhall 
take from the correſpondence ſo often referred to; 
and if, in the ſeveral vouchers we exhibit to you, 
ſome parts of your affairs ſhould be laid more open 
than you, or rather your Court of Directors, wiſh— 
the neceſſity muſt plead our apology; faithfully aſſur- 
ing you, that we will only touch on ſuch matters as 
may be abſolutely requiſite to ſupport our charge. 

Governor Clive departing for Europe the 8th 
of February, 1760, Mr. Tiolwell ſucceeded by 
his rank to the government; the eſtabliſhed com- 
mittee entruſted with the conduct of all political 
occurrences, with the country government, con- 
ſiſted of the Preſident, Peter Amyatt, Eſq; Ma- 
jor Caillaud, W. B. Sumner, Eſq; and W. Mac- 
guire, Eſq. The Major and Mr. Amyatt abſent, 
the one in the field, the other chief at Patna. We 
ſhall open our proofs with a letter from the Preſi- 
dent to the Major, and that gentleman's anſwer, 
as the correſpondence between Mr. Holwell and 
Major Caillaud was only on public affairs, which 
having long ceaſed to be of a ſecret nature, we 
think we cannot be juſtly accuſed of any breach 
of propriety in publithing any part of that corre- 
ſpondence which the public information calls for; 
eſpecially, as whatever we ſhall produce from this 
quarter, will redound to that gentleman's honour, 
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you To Jornin CaiLLavD, E/; 
SIR. Fort William, 15th February, 1760. 


Congratulate your ſucceſs in the reduction of 


Cuddeim Hoſſein Khan, the particulars of 
Which I received from the Nabob, and diſpatched 
them immediately to the Colonel, though fear 100 
late for his receiving that ſatisfaction: he was a 

ood deal anxious on this head, as he feared it 
might have been the cauſe of delaying your advance 
towards Ravah Ramnarain. 

Subur at the head of about 3000 horſe and a 
few foot, has advanced as far as Midnapore, and 


given a general alarm to the country; they de- 


manded their chout; if they come with further 
views, their deſigns are not yet manifeſted, Ru- 
mour, without any foundation, ſays, that Roy 
Doolub has encouraged their march; be it fo or 
not, I have thought it neceſſary to have a more 
than uſual watchtul eye over him at this juncture. 
I have wrote the Nabob on the ſubject of the 
Subur's advance; and gave it him as my opinion, 
that as he has now nothing to apprehend from 
Purnea, he ſhould return to his capital, —If you 
Judge the ſervice ro the northward will admit of 
ſuch a ſtep, you will enforce it. Your correſpon- 
dence will ever afford a real pleaſure to him, who 
is with much eſteem, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
JE. H. 


To the A J. Z. Hol WEIT, Ei: Preſident 


and Governor of Fort William. 


SIR, Camp Shahſadapore, Feb. 27, 1760. 
1 Have been honoured with your obliging favour 

of the 15th inſtant; you may be aſlured of 
finding in me a punctual correſpondent, both from 
| inclination and duty. 
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The part of your letter, Sir, with regard to Roy 
Doolub, I have anſwered fully in the general letter 
which accompanies this.— ſhould have firſt wrote 

on the ſubject, had you not prevented me; and am 
almoſt convinced, that, on further examination, 

we ſhall find that both your ſuſpicions and mine 
are true and juſt; indeed the Letter to the Shaw 
Zadda, of which I fend the copy, would be quite 
ſufficient to condemn him, were 1t not that there 

is a poſſibility of its being formed by the Nabob 
on purpoſe ; who is, from principle, very capable of 
doing that, or any other infamous action to gain his 
ends,—1I ſhall, however, ſuſpend my judgment, 
until your examination is over,— The precautions 8 
you have taken were highly judicious; for though 
the proofs againſt him may not, on trial, appear 
ſo clear as we could wiſh for our ſatisfaction; yet 
he is ſtill a perſon to be ſuſpected, and of conſe- 
quence cannot be too narrowly or ſtrictly watched. 

Your opinion, with regard to the Nabob's return 
to the Capital, agreed perfectly with mine; I had 
adviſed him to that ſtep before the receipt of your 
letter, and have ſince enforced it on your judg- 
ment: — he may eaſily, if he pleaſes, put an end 
to this beginning of trouble, if he will purſue the 
proper methods, and pay them their chout; but 
indeed, ſo dilatory is his conduct in every reſpect, 
and particularly where payments of money are to 
be made, that I ſuppoſe he will put it off, until 
they come with ſuch a force as will oblige him to 
it, but that not until they have done as much 
damage to the country as will amount to double 
their tribute regularly paid. 

The more I ſee of the Nabob, the more I am 
convinced, that he muſt be ruined in ſpite of all 
our endeavours, if he doth not alter his preſent 
meaſures—He 1s neither loved nor feared by his 
troops or his people; he neglects ſecuring the one 
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by the badneſs of his payments, and he wants 

ſpirit and ſteadineſs to command the other.— As no | 
one knows him better than you, Sir, no one is | 

more proper to give him the neceſſary advice on 

the occaſion ; nor can you too forcibly or fre- 

quently repreſent to him, the fatal conſequences, N 

if he perſiſts in his folly. Believe me, Sir, wich , 

truth and reſpect, | 

| Your obedient and obliged humble Servant, 


J. C. 

Our reaſon for introducing the firſt of theſe 
letters is for ſake of the reply, and to do 
honour to the good ſenſe and penetration of that | 
gentleman ; who could ſo early, and on ſo ſhort _ 
an intercourſe with him, form a conſummate judg- ö 
ment of that weak and infatuated man; in which 
he had cauſe to be confirmed, day by day.— We 
have only further to remark, on the ſubject of this 
letter, that on the ſtricteſt examination into the 
ſuppoſed letter of Roy Doolub to the Shaw Zadda, 
ſaid to be intercepted by the Suba's Harkarahs, 
(or ſpys) it was proved a palpable forgery of the | 
Suba, to get him delivered into his hands ; hoping 0 
thereby to get the plunder of a Corore of Rupees. 
—An attempt ſimilar to this, he-made in Colonel | 
Clive's time, againſt the ſame perſon, but was [ 
ſhamefully detected; and ſure, none but him could 
ever have thought of it again, | 


To Mr. WARREN HasSTINGS, Reęſident at 
| Morad Baag. | 


'SIR, Fort William, 22d Feb. 1760. . 
FT Wrote by the Nabob's Harkarahs laſt night, f 
and this morning received your favour of the 
18th, and obſerved, by the Nabob's repeated 
anxieties concerning Subut, that his intelligence on 
that head is very imperfect , it is true he has poſ- 
ſeſſed 
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ſeſſed himfelt of Midnapore, but as yet there 
appears not the leaſt foundation for his ſuppoſed 
advance to the city: He himſelf remains at Mid- 


napore, ſome of his people are advanced to Chun- 


dercona, and a very few to Bowannypore, but not 
a man of his one foot to the northward of that 
place: if he ever had any deſign of marching to 
the city, the advance of our troops to join Coſſim 
Aly Khan, and my putting Roy Doolub under an 
arreſt, may probably have put a ſtop to it, though. 
it never appeared to me he had forces with him 
equal to ſuch an attempt. — Things thus circum- 
ſtanced, I mult differ from you in opinion touch- 
ing Coſſim Aly Khan's march to the city with our 
troops; as it appears to me more eligible, that he 
throws himſelf between them and the city at as 


great a diſtance from the latter as poſſible, by which 


ſtep he will have it in his power, either to march 
down and force Subut to quit Midnapore, or 
retreat towards the city at laſt; but it is very clear 


to me, Subut will withdraw as ſoon as Coſſim Aly 


Khan begins his march. I am, Sir, 5 
Your moſt obedient Servant, 
| J. Z. H. 


20 Joux CailLaun, Eſq; 


SIR, Fort William, 24th Feb. 1760. 
EST the general confuſion -and apprehen- 
ſions of the approach of Subut and his Mo- 
rattors, which now reign in the city of Muxadabad, 
ſhould ſpread to the northward, and affect your 
operations, I judge it neceſſary you ſhould be 


_ . acquainted with the real ſtate of this circumſtance. 


On the Nabob's departure from the city, Subut 
began his march from Ballaſore, and after a ſhort 
conflict with Kooſall Sing, poſſeſſed himſelf of Mid- 
napore, and ſent ſmall detached parties to ſeize on the 

2 | country 
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country round him; one of which advanced as far as 
Chundercona, and another as far as Bowannypore, 
where they ſtill remain without a man advancing a 
foot further to the northward; his whole force con- 
ſiſts of about 1000 vagabond horſe, and half as many 
foot: This force, by the timidity of ſome, and 
roguery of others at the city, has been magnified 
to ten times the number; and fear has taken ſuch 
total poſſeſſion of the people there, that they ima- 


gine him and his troops within an hour's march of 


them; our Gentlemen at Coſſimbuzar, and Mo- 
rad-baag, ſeem, by their letters, to be allo under 
the greateſt apprehenſions. Coſſim Aly Khan, 
who has juſt now taken his leave of me, takes the 
field to-morrow, with about 1500 of the Nabob's 
troops; we have judged it neceſſary, at the Na- 
bob's requeſt, to reinforce him with the detach- 
ment intended for you, and 100 Europeans more, 
209 Seapoys, and two field pieces : the whole have 
been encamped ſome days at the French gardens, 
and I doubr not but their firſt motion will reſtore 
the tranquillity of the city and country. I am 
molt truly, Sir, 


Jour moſt obedient humble Servant, 
E 


We propoſe by theſe two letters to point out 
the pulillanimity and folly of the Suba, in order- 
ing the troops under Coſſim Aly Khan to march 
towards Cutwah and the city, by which unfor- 
tunate meaſure, the Burdomaan country was aban- 
doned, and left a prey to Subut and his handful 
of raggamuffin Morattors, to the irreparable ſtain 
and diſgrace of the Suba's government, and heavy 
diſtreſs of your ſervants; whoſe.whole dependance for 
ſupply was from the Tunkas (or aſſignments) upon 
that diſtrict — as before remarked in the Memorial. 


[ 28 J 
To Mr. WaRREnN HASTINGS, 


SIR, Fort William, 8th March, 1760. 
H AD yeſterday your favour of the 28th, till 
| on the ſubject of Roy Doolub and Rajaram, in 
which I find the Nabob's intelligence is as bad as 
it has been hitherto, with reſpect to Subut and his 
Morattors, who have gained ſome footing in the 
country, and eclat from no cauſe, but the Nabob's 
ſupineneſs and contradictory orders to his ſon- in- 
law Coſſim Aly Khan. Lou mention the Nabob's 
having ſent a Harkarah with your letter, who had 
ſeen Raſbeharry, &c. in Subut's camp, but no 
ſuch Harkarah is come, and there was very 
reaſon for it; he had impoſed on the Nabob ; and 
the fellow who brought your letter tells me, the 
other was ordered to accompany him, bur left him 
after they were diſpatched ; he believed he went to 
Subut's army—the ſame intelligence I had ſent me 
in an anonymous letter from Ballaſore, reſpecting 
Raſbeharry, &c. and of Roy Doolub's having ſent 
Subut money, for which I could not, on the 
ſtricteſt enquiry, find the leaſt foundation.—-On 
my firſt intelligence, I ordered Raſbeharry to be 
brought befo:e me; he has been long dangerouſly 
ill, and I could venture to ſwear he has never been 
out of Calcutta ſince November. On the receipt 
of your letter, I had him . brought to me yeiterday 
again at the manifeſt hazard of his life. From the 
palpable falſity of this intelligence, let the Nabob 
judge of the reſt, and let him be ſatisfied, that let 
who will be with Subut, neither Roy Doolub nor 
Rajaram ſhall have it in their power to injure him. 
EI have turned all. his armed people out of the 
ſettlement (excepting a few for the ſervice of his 
Tuzſaconna and Ginanah) they are both under the 
ſtricteſt guard, and at his own requeſt, to quiet 
the 
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the Nabob's ſuſpicions, he moves this day into a 
houſe next to the Armenian church — He writes me 
to put Roy Doolub in fetters, a diſgrace I cannot 
think of inflicting, without being guilty of a breach 
of the ſacred laws of protection granted him, unleſs 
a proved violation on his ſide juſtifies it; in that 
caſe, I will not only put him in irons, but ſend 
him directly to the Nabob.— It has been hinted to 
me, whether by the Nabob's authority or know- 
ledge, I will not ſay, that a preſent of four Lack 
was ready for me, provided I would deliver him 
up, or that I might make my own terms. Should 
any intimation of this kind be inſinuated to you, 
I requeſt you would return the fame reply I did, 
that I would not be guilty of ſuch an action for 
four Corore.——I am, Sir, | | 


1 . 


Your moſt obedient Servant, 


J. Z. H. 


To Jonn CAILIAup, E 


SIR, Fort William, 11th March, 1760. 
AM favoured with yours of the 27th ult. 
Wich reſpect to my ſentiments of Roy Doolub, 
you have them in part in our public letter of this 
date; to which I will here add, that I am very 
ſenſible there are probable appearances that he has 
given ſome underhand encouragement, both to the 
Shaw Zadda and the Morattors ; yet whilſt proofs 
are not plain againſt him, I think we cannot pro- 
ceed further than we have, conſiſtent with the firſt 
plan of politics we ſet out with when this man had 
our. protection given him. One ruling motive to 
the Nabob's having him in his hands, is moſt cer- 
tainly his wealth; but he is ſtill ſwayed by a much 
greater, to wit, that we ſhould not have ſo ſtrong 
a check over him as our detention of Roy Doolub 
ever will be. The protection given him is (next 
5 : to 
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to our troops) the beſt "ſecurity we have for the 
Nabob's 2 behaviour. The letter referred to 
in the general letter, was one ſent down to the 
Colonel; it was ſaid to be wrote by Roy Doolub 
to Coja Huddy; the purport to cut the Nabob 
off. but the Colonel aſſured me the forgery of 
the letter was ſo palpable and ſcandalous, that it 
ought to deſtroy the credit of any future attempts 
from that quarter; and ſuch are the reaſons aſſigned 
this year, in the ſelect Committee's letter to "the 
Company, for the protection granted and conti- 
nued to Roy Doolub, that we cannot conſiſtently 
or prudently give him up, without the moſt glar- 
ing proofs againſt him. The judgment you have 
formed of the Nabob is too juſt 3 weakneſs, irre- 
ſolution, ſuſpicion, and (conſequently). cruelty, 
form his diſpoſition. What but the iſſue you pre- 
dict, can reſult from theſe, when joined to a moſt 
ungracious and inſolent demeanor, which has made 
him univerſally hated and deſpiſed? We muſt 
however ſupport him and his government as long 
as we poſſibly can, without involving ourſelves 
and employers in his ruin: when this appears, it 
will be time to think a little further, as I judge 
there is no treaty ſubſiſting between us can exact 

= ſacrifice. Ir, 
| | ten moſt obedient 3 det 
2501 J. Z. H. 
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To PEXEK AMYATT, E. 


SIR, Calcutta, 11th March, 1760, 
F my late reply to your favour of 
| the 24th ult. You'know the plague and 
hurry attending the diſpatch of our laſt ſhip, and 
will therefore attribute my neglect to the real and 
only cauſe, and not as proceeding from any diſre- 
gard of your obliging letters, for which I. requeſt 

you 
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you will accept my very ſincere thanks; and pere 
mit me to affure you I ſhall receive your correſpon- 
dence and commands with much pleaſure, and be 
glad, on my part, in every ſhape, to promote 
every view you have or may have, either to the 
public or your own private advantage. Your * 
tion, I believe, has been diſagreeable enough; by 
expreſs intelligence this morning, t learn, the 
Prince has eſcaped the Major's vigilance, and is 
advancing this way, and that the Major is march- 
ing back to fecure the paſſes, In this I fear the 
Prince will have too much the ſtart of him; 
thould this prove the cafe,” matters will begin to 
grow ſerious, and the face of things in this pro- 
vince” require your early ſentiments on this ſubject. 
J intreat yu eſteem me with great truth, Sir, 
TREE molt obedient Servant, 
apr, J. Z. _ 


To . Warren ins 


SI R, | Calusta, 1 5th: March, 88 
YESTERDAY received your letter of the 1ith 
from Coffimbuzar, adviſing me of the intended 
march of the Nabob to Sukragully: I wrote you 
I think the 12th at night and incloſed you a letter 
to the Nabob, and copy of it for your perufal, as 
alſo copy of Subut's letter to me, which I incloſed 
to the Nabob. I have kept in readineſs 200 Eu- 
—_ more to join Capt. Spears, being hourly 


in expectation of the Nabob's inſtructions to be 


. Joined by his command; but as yet I have not 
had a line from him on the ſubject of the Shaw 
Zadda's unexpected motion towards the ' paſſes. 


Coffim Aly Khan with Capt. Spear's command, 


was at Burdwan yeſterday ; if he continues thus 
dilatory and inactive, and I receive no demand for 
troops trom the Nabob, cas certainly ſend Capt. 

Yorke 
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irreſolution and ſupineneſs, I much fear, will prove 


18 | 


Yorke with a ſeparate command of 3 or 400 Euro- 

peans, field artillery, and ſeapoys, directly into 
the Kirpy country, where our Gomaſtah and Au- 
rungs are daily plundered. I long for further 
advices from you. We have no intelligence from 


the Major, later than the .6th from Deuniapore. | 


I am, Sir, 
- Your moſt obedient, humble Servant, 


ES 


re To Mr. WaRREN HasTixos. 


8 IR, | Calcutta, 21ſt March, 4760 
\ROM the accounts I have had from the Com- 
miſſary and Capt. Spears, the monthly expences 


of this expedition cannot be leſs than 39, 0 


Lou eſtimate wrong in ſuppoſing the 
force leſs than one-fourth of the Major's. It 
exceeds his in Europeans, and is on the whole one 
thouſand ; therefore requeſt you will preſs the Na- 
bob, as the ſtate of our treaſury is very low, by 
our continual current expences, and total ſtop to 
our Tunkas. Theſe you are to obſerve, are the 
incident charges of the expedition, excluſive of the 

y of the troops. And I once more requeſt you 


E on the Nabob's making an immediate remit- 


tance, to enable me to ſupport the expedition, or 
he will lay me under an unavoidable neceſſity of 
recalling the troops into garriſon. He writes me 
to order the troops to join him. I have already 
adviſed him thoſe orders are ſent to Capt. Spears, 
the moment he receives his ſummons; in contra- 
diction to this, I laſt night received a letter from 
Mr. Watts, of the 18th at night, informing me 
that Coſſim Aly Khan had juſt then received orders 
from the Nabob, to march againſt Subut, and pre- 
vent, if poſſible, his advance to Bierboheen. His 


his 
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his deſtruction at laſt, in ſpite of our utmoſt ende{: 
vours"to ſave him. I fee it will behove us to think 
of guarding againſt our being involved in the ſame 
ruin. a 

I am from good authority informed, abr the 
Nabob has diſpatclied a truſty perſon with an abject 
jon to the Prince, Who was, the 23d of the 

oon, at Deingeer ; that the perſon and petition. 

is there with him. The purport of the petition 
runs thus: * That on advices reaching him that 
the Morattors intended to enter the country by 

« the way of Patna, he had ſent his ſon and the 
„ Major to oppoſe them; that it never was his 
intention to oppoſe his Majeſty's arms, to whom 

e he was an oe profeſſed ſlave ; but by the evil 

* counſels of Rijahratn, Narain, his ſon Mhiran, 
and the Major, had acted contrary to his inten- 

cc tons and orders; and that if the Prince deſired it, 
<«</.he was' ready to ſurrender himſelf to his pleaſure.” 
If theſe are his tricks; you will, I doubt not, 
thick tic me, it is time we ſhould look to the 
Company and ourſelves. What makes me the leſs 
hefitate-in my belief of the above, is my knowledge 
of his ſcheme of ſending Jaffier Cooley Khan on the 
like errand, before the Colonel went, which he 
then dropt on a threatening letter from the Colo- 
nel, which by his order 1 dictated to the Moon- 
mee. Der Sire 13209 | 

| A 4 1 obedient, humble Eedvait; 

nn Z. H. 


| W411 
To cr Sr As. Los 


SSI oo 2: - Calcutta, 220 March, wen 
Vue difficulties intervening, have re- 
farded the march of your reinforcement under 
Capt. Fiſcher until now; though I think this even 
ER to-morrow morning will be the lateſt of their 
D ſtay, 


Lr 96: T7 
" ſtay: The artillery, and ſapoys have been croſſed 
theſe two days. Capt. Fiſcher will have orders to 
take the neareſt rout to Join you at Burdomaan 4 
but as I have reaſon to think you may by this 
time be ras the old Nabob, and are advancing 
to the ſouthward or ſouth-weſt, you will be careful 
from time to time to, diſpatch advices to Capt. 
Fiſcher of your intended rout. It would not be 
amiſs if you report this reinforcement - much 
ſtronger than it is. Lou have given me no advice 
of your having received the commiſſion I ſent you, 
impowering you to hold general court-martials. 
Agreeably to your requeſt, I have given Mr. Watts 
permiſſion to pay the recruits the remainder of the 
bounty-money, if you and he think it abſolutely 
necefſſary. Dr. Steward is appointed an additional 
ſurgeon for your command. Notwithſtanding the 
orders you have already received, ſhould you, upon 
any unforeſeen emergency, receive orders from Ma- 
jor Caillaud to join him, you are to pay immediate 
obedience. to ſuch orders, or any others you may 
receive from him, touching the conduct of, or 
conducting the troops under your command. And 
here I think it neceſſary to explain to you, that 
although, as auxiliaries to the Nabob, you are to 
pay regard touching the deſtination of your troops 
for the defence of his government; yet ſhould you 
ſee a probability of your coming to action with 
any of his enemies, you are, with reſpect to a pro- 
per diſpoſition of your troops, to pay no regard to 
any orders you may receive from him on that head; 
but in conjunction with your. Captains and officers, 
in a council of war, determine on ſueh diſpoſitions 
as are moſt likely to give ſucceſs and honour to the 
arms of your country. If the Nabob and his 
army join you, you are to take the moſt particular 
care to have no communication whatever between 
his troops and yours; to which end you muſt. 
i; | always 


| [ 358 J 
always encamp at proper diſtance from him, and 
by no means, in the uſual courſe of your march, 
permit his troops to take the lead, unleſs you 
judge it neceſſary at any time, that advanced parties 
of his cavalry ſhould precede your van. You are 
not only ever to be on your guard againſt a ſurprize 
from the enemy, but alſo againſt treachery from 
the Nabob himſelf; for which precaution I have 
my particular reaſons : but you are likewiſe to have 
the ſtricteſt guard upon yourſelf, that no ſuſpi- 
cions of this kind eſcape you unto any one, unleſs 
you ſhould have cauſe ſufficient to lay them before 
a ſelect council of war, conſiſting of your Captains 
only. © - | 
I heartily wiſh you a ſucceſsful campaign, and 
expect to have as frequent intelligence from you as 
poſſible. Sir, | 28 
Your moſt humble Servant, J. Z. H. 


. T6 Mr. HucH WAr rs. 


SIR, Fort William, 29th March, 1760. 
I HAVE before me your favours of the goth, 
21ſt, and 24th inftant. The Nabob's incon- 
ſiſtencies and irreſolution continue very uniform, 
and will in the end prove his ruin, unleſs he has. 
better luck than he deſerves. By a letter I have 
juſt received from him, he now ſeems to think the 
Prince will enter by the way of Bierboheen, and 
Lecra Koonda, and tells me he intends joining 
your party ſoon, and will advance that way to 
oppoſe him. I encloſe you copy of the letter I 
diſpatched ſome days ago to the Rajah of Bierbo- 
heen, and have by Capt. Fiſcher ſent you a ſupply 
of 15,000 ſunwad rupees. 5 ; 
I have wrote this morning to the Nabob, enjoin- 
ing him to ſecure ſome advantageous poſt near 
Burdwan, where he may have it in his option to 
| D- 2 fight 
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fight or not, and with equal facility ſtop the ad- 
vance of the Prince from Bierboheen, or of Subut 
from the ſouthward ; but by no means to be pro- 
voked to fight before the Major joins him. If the 
Nabob advances beyond the Dummedah, the party 
of Morattors which fell on your rear, will moſt 
probably puſh. for the city, where their 600 will, 
in the fears of the people, ſwell to as many thou- 
ſands. As to the Subut, I think I can depend on 
the intelligence I have of his having taken the road 
from Biſſnapore towards Bydenaut, to join the 
Prince. I have wrote however to the Nabob, and 
adviſed him, ſhould he hold his reſolution of 
marching with our troops to Bierboheen, to take 
care that he leaves a truſty and capable officer, 
with as ſtrong a body of cavalry as he can ſpare, 
at Cutwah, to defend that key to the city; and to 
the ſame purport I ſhall directly diſpatch a letter 
to the Roy Royen. I am, Sir, 

Your moſt humble Servant, . 


70 CAPTAIN MACKLEAN. 


SIR, Fit William, March 30, 1760, 
N conſequence of your addreſs to the Board 
from Gangam, under date the 7th inſtant, 


Which reached us the 24th, 1 judged you within a 


few days march of Calcutta, and diſpatched to 
you: a letter the 26th at night, adviſing you that 
Major Caillaud, with our forces, were in the field, 
ſomewhere about the Bierboheen country ; and that 
you-ſhould follow all ſuch orders as you might 
receive from him, whether with reſpect to joining 
him with your command, or otherwiſe reſpecting 
the conduct of your march. By a letter received 
late laſt night from our reſident at Cuttack, I have 
the pleaſure of knowing you were arrived within 
half an hour of that city, which makes it needful 

A "7 1 ſhould 


/ 


(. 3k © 
I ſhould give you a;ſhort ſtate of things, as they 


are now circumſtanced, for the guidance of your 
future conduct.— The Shaw Zadda, with a confi- 
derable army; chiefly. horſe and without artillery, 
is advanced at the back of the hills, with intention 
to enter this province by the way of the Bierboheen 
or Patcheet, to ſubvert this government. Subut 
(whoſe force is lately much increaſed by meeting 
no oppoſition to the ſouthward) at the head of 
5 or 6000 Moratta horſe, is in poſſeſſion of Mid- 
napore, Kirpy, and all that part of the country; 
and I hear is advancing with the greateſt part of 
his force from Biſnapore towards Bydenaut, or 
Bierboheen, to join the Shaw Zadda. Major Cail- 
laud, with the main body of our troops, in con- 
Junction with the young Nabob and his forces, is 
in purſuit of, and cloſe in the rear of the Shaw 
Zadda's army. The old Nabob, with the reſt of 
the forces of the province, are at Boodeegaam, in 
the road to Bierboheen, to oppoſe the Shaw Zadda 
in front, whilit the Major preſſes his rear. A body 
of 500 Europeans, as many Seapoys, and fix field- 
pieces, are under the command of Capt. Spear, 
near the city of Burdwan, the capital of Burdo- 
maan, and are to march and join the old Nabob; 
and have, I conclude, by this time joined him. 
A detachment from Subut, of about 800 horſe, 
are in the neighbourhood of Burdomaan, with 
intention to harraſs the rear of Capt. Spear, and 
retard as much as poſſible the junction of his 
troops with the old Nabob's. From this diſpo- 
ſition of the enemy, it will behove you to advance 
with the utmoſt care and circumſpection; and as 
you have only horſe, without artillery to encounter, 
you need not be apprehenſive of any thing, but a 
ſurprize or treachery from the part of Subut; 
againſt which, you muſt be ever on your guard. 
Our Reſident at Cuttack adviſes me Subut's Dewan 

„ D 4 has 
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1 1 
has ſupplied your party with proviſion, &c. This 
amicable appearance carries 5 — with it; as 
any aſſiſtance given you from a friendly motive, is, 
at this juncture, againſt the real deſigns and views 
of his maſter: therefore be aſſured they are medi- 
tating ſome advantage over you, or at leaſt will 
attempt to bring about a deſertion of your people. 
We have already given orders for our reſidett, 
Mr. Rogers, to withdraw himſelf and the Com- 
pany's effects on your arrival; both him and thoſe 
you will take with you, and direct your march 
without loſs of time towards Ballaſore, and from 
thence to Midnapore; from this laſt mentioned 
place you will have a fair and open road to Bur- 
damaan. Should you, on good intelligence, find 
it practicable to make a ſucceſsful attack on Mid- 
napore, and diſpoſſeſs the Morattas, without the 
bos of time or riſque of a reduction of your 
people, you will do an acceptable ſervice to the 
Nabob,; but you are by no means to take this, or 
any other ſtep that can long retard your march to 
Burdomaan, where you are to halt until you receive 
further orders, either from myſelf, Major Caillaud, 
or Capt. Spear. If you find you have it not in 
your power (from cauſes unknown to me) to fol- 

low implicitly: the foregoing inſtructions, you will 
then proceed according to your. own diſcretion, 
aud as the exigencies of your ſituation may require, 
taking care to give me frequent advice of your 
intended rout and determinations. I am, Sir, 
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Your moſt humble Servant, 1213s H, 
4 E 225 Te Mr. WARREN HAsTIR OB, 
I a SIR, -. | Fort William, iſt April, 1760. 
4 I INCLOSE. you copy of mine yeſterday, and 


= wait an expreſs anſwer from the Nabob, as I 
Judge Macklean's party marched from Cuttack = 
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J will ſappoſe him advanced this day about 
apore, The Major's and Spear's command 

extianlieg our military camp ſtores, ocea- 
5 many unfereſeen difficulties in the diſpatch 
of the reinforcement under Captain Fiſcher, who 
Will encamp at Niah Serai, I judge, this after- 
noon.” As I received an alarm from Captain Spear, 
that the Shaw Zadda was within two or three days 
march of the Nabob, I ſent poſitive ordets yeſter- 
day to Captain Fiſcher, to make forced marches, 
with his cannon and ammunition only, to join him, 
and to leave his ſpare ſtores, tents, &c. to follow 
him; for the ſecurity of which, I have this day 
diſpatched twenty Europeans and twenty Seapoys 
more to join the eſcort; with orders to 1 95 
Fifcher's rout, with the utmoſt expedition. 
adyance for this expedition ini. 
Here, as I have ſupplied the Commiſſary and Pay- 
maſter largely, and we much want caſh our cur- 
rent expences. I am, Sir, 

Your moſt humble Servant, ans © A + 


To Jon's CaillauD, El 


SIR, Fort William, April 5th, 1760. 
HAVE che pleaſure of receiving yours of the 
27th ult. foch Oparabaund, r advices 

from Mr. Haſtings, of the 2d 1 may ven- 
ture now to congratulate your having ſome reſt 
from your labours, which I am ſure have been 
ſevere enough. Your junction with the old Nabob 
and Captain Speat's command, will, I imagine, 
determine the Prince's retreat to the Gatwick, as 
it mult extin new the. hopes he may have cheriſhed 
of acting offenſively in this' province; and as I 


judge — the time this reaches Me you will have 


ſettled the future operations of this campaig 51 
cequeſt you Al f. favour me with $7 reſult 0 
"74 © "Connect 
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Council, as ſoon as you conveniently can, and 
point out in what manner we can promote them 

Ben en Jam, with perfect regard, Sir, 
| [Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
4.3. K 
The ge ding letters are recited. in con- 
firmation - of ſome parts of our Memorial, and 
introductory and explanatory of others, and withal 
to give you a general idea of che campaign of ie 


To the Hon, "Folks © HorLwsLL, Eſq; Prejudent and 
| Governor of For WILLIAÄ ux. 


SIR, . Camp at Burpore, 6th April, 168 
Y laſt was dated the 24th Inſt, Yeſterday 
we marched about five corſe, and this day 
three; which brought us ſo near the enemy as to 
expect they would come and give us battle; but 
finding about noon they did not advance, I deſired 
the Nabob to march on towards them, but he ſaid 
the day was too far ſpent, and his people too much 
fatigued. The Prince is encamped near the Da- 
moudah river, about three corſe from us, and I 
hope to-morrow we ſhall bring him to an engage- 
ment. The Maharattas are encamped very near 
him. I have the honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, with 

the moſt. perfect reſpect and eſteem, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient and moſt humble Sean, 
3.85 


T 0 the Hon. 2 95 2. Hol wl, Eſq, Preſident, 
ec. Gentlemen of the Select Committee at Foxx 
WILLIAM) | 


| © Camp at Abel, April 8th, 1769: 
N Sir and „ 

Y laſt to the Preſident was dated * 6th loft. 

in which L informed him of my hopes 0 of 


coming next day to an engagement with the Ys 
no 
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who were encamped on the other ſide of the river 
Damoudah ; and we ſhould have ſucceeded accord» 
ing to my wiſh, could I have perſuaded the Nabob 
to croſs the river, or | ſend over a large body of 
horſe to keep them in play, until we ſhould get up 
with them. But to neither of theſe would he con- 
ſent, and all we could do was to get near enough 
to their rear to cannonade them. This they did 
not ſtand long, but ſoon got out of our reach, and 
purſued their march towards Biſnapoore, and, by 
the intelligence we received laſt night, are en- 
camped ſeven corſe from us. Thus all hopes of 
bringing them to another engagement, this cam- 
paign, is now over. We have loſt the only oppor- 
tunity we had, nor indeed can we expect much to 
improve opportunities, while we have to do with 
men, who are as ignorant as obſtinate, and whoſe 
troops are under no order or command. I have 
the honour to be, with the moſt perfect reſpect 
and eſteem, Gentlemen, 
Your moſt een and moſt humble Servant, 


2 
To the 8 — 2. e Ele; 


8 IR, * April 10th, 1760. 
IHE Shaw Zadda was within three corſe of 
us this morning, but having early intelli- 
nce of our approach, has repaſſed the river Da- 
moudah, and I ſuppoſe by this time is far enough 
from our reach. 
I muſt; frankly own, . the motives of the Prince 8 
reſent actions are quite a myſtery to me; and as 
p cannot form the leaſt probable judgment of 
them myſelf, I will not even pretend to conjecture 
what may be the event of them. Both the Nabob 
and him ſeem equally. to avoid fighting, and there 
is no knowing in what manner to proceed, or 2 — 
10 plan 


11 
plan previouſly to determine on, while the Nabob 
continues to act ſo irreſolutely, and while his puſil- 
lanimity prevents his exerting himſelf as he ſnould 
do, on the faireſt occaſions which can offer. I 
have the honour to be, with the moſt perfect 
reſpect and eſteem, Sor, © N | A 

Your moſt obedient and moſt humble 7 

| = 1 . ©. 


To Jonn CarLLAavD, EV: 


SIX, Fort Wilkam, 5th April, 1760. 
AM now forced to touch upon a ſubject, which 
appears to me to require our greateſt attention. 

Some days ago I wrote to Mr. Haſtings, concern- 

ing an information which was given me, that the 

old Nabob had ſent a truſty perſon with a ſubmiſ- 
five Arzgee to the Shaw Zadda, in which he excul- 
pated himſelf, by throwing the whole blame of the 
oppoſition made to his arms, on the machinations 
of the Engliſh. -Mr. Haſtings, in his letter in 
anſwer to mine, ſeemed to think it impoſſible ſuch 

a ſtep could have been taken by the Nabob, or 

indeed that he could have ſent .any Arzgee at all : 

however, in a ſubſequent letter from him, of the 
27th, he finds out that an arhy was ſent, though 
different in purport to that I informed him of. 

As I thought it moſt eſſential to us, to trace, if 

poſſible, the truth, I employed an emiſſary to Com- 

gaar Khan, the conſequence of which has been a 

Phirmaund from the Shaw Zadda, incloſing copy 

of the old Nabob's Arzgee to him, with an apo- 

logy for not ſending the original. A copy of the 
copy I ſend you incloſed, and requeſt your ſenti- 
ments, how and in what light this appears to you. 

If the copy is authentic, the caſe is plain, that this 

man for whom we have drawn the ſword, 'would 

not ſcruple, if driven to any extremity, appr 
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his peace by the ſacrifice of his protectors. The 
Phirmaund, I ſuppoſe, differs little in matter from 
that he ſent you; he reminds me of the obligations 
the Engliſh lay under to his anceſtors, and offers a 
carte blanche for the Company, provided we will 
draw our forces off from that doer of evil, and join 
them to his ſtandard; which, he adviſes me, he has 
at preſent fixed at Seegur, and in a few days after 
purpoſes to erect it in Morſhadabad, &c. 

I incloſe you a copy of a letter, ſent the old Na- 
bob by the Colonel, which I dictated to the Moon- 
ſhee, by his order, a few days before his departure 
for Europe, on being informed the Nabob intended 
ſending a meſſenger and petition to the Prince, 

Whether this is a real copy or not, I will not 
ſay z though I firmly believe it true; that an Arz- 
gee has been ſent is allowed; and if it contained 
not matter detracting and injurious to us, why was 
it ſent without being communicated to you by Mhi- 
ran, or to Haſtings by the Nabob ? | 

'I am, Sir, your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


J. Z. H. 
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To Joan CaillLauD, E/. 


S 1K: Fort William, April gth, 1760. 
AST night I received your favour of the 4th, 
L from Mungul Koot. I think, from your mu- 
tual advance to each other, you muſt have, before 
this, obliged the Prince to make ſome deciſive 
motion. 1 muſt confeſs I have no idea that he 
will ſtand a battle with you, and yet believe that 
he harbours ſome hopes of a general defection of 
the Nabob's troops, though at the ſame time he 
decetves himſelf, if he imagines even this could be 
of any real ſervice to him; if he fights, it is from 
the melancholy reflection of this being his ne plus 
ultra; and that if he does not now make a puſh, 
he will be deſerted by Comgaar Khan and the * 
| | 8 
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of his followers, and be without any reaſonable 
hopes of having any — n to join and 
follow his future fortunes. 

In mine of the 3d and ch, I — you copies 
of my inſtructions to Captain Mean; as he is 
adviſed of the ſituation of the enemy, I conceive 
he will naturally bend his march towards Injilee, 
and advance towards us as far Eaſt as * can, and 
keep the courſe of the river. 

J confefs myſelf ſomethin impatient to hve 
your ſentiments on mine of the 7th. I have 
returned no anſwer to the Prince's Phirmaund, but 
have replied to Comgaar Khan's letter, and. inti- 
mated to him, that I can put no faith in copies; 
but that if he will ſend to me the Subah's original 
Arzgee, I ſhall then be able to form a judgment. 


Im, Sir, 


e Your moſt dbodient humble Servant, 
[Sf vet na . Z. H. 


„a n ne en EU 


8 R, Fort William, April 15, 1755 


MOST heartily pity the embarraſſed ſituation 
you muſt neceſſarily be in, with people who 
manifeſt themſelves unworthy. that government 
they have uſurped. I muſt confeſs, the Nabob's 
whole conduct appears to me much more myſteri- 
| ous than that of the Prince; circumſtanced as he 
is, he muſt plan various ſchemes, and from the 
Nature of things, his councils muſt be attended 
with. much confuſion and irreſolution. The Na- 
bob's backwardneſs to engage him appears to me 
abſolutely unaccountable, unleſs it ariſes from ſome 

ſeeret negotiations, which it is poſſible he may be 
carrying on with the Prince, to make his own 
peace at the expence of his friends. I ſhould not 
think dd juſtified i in this. gseh, nor have 
given 
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given credit ſo readily to the petition ſent by him 
to the Prince, (copy of which I ſent you on the 
th) did I not know him capable . any thing 
ever ſo unworthy and treacherous. By letters from 
Mr. Amyatt, I learn Abdallah has gained another 
victory over the Vizier and his friends the Morat- 
tors, and that the Vizier and the young king Shaw 
Jehawan have ſheltered themſelves with the Jauts: 
this „ has, I doubt not, reached the Na- 
bob, whole weak and cowardly imagination pro- 
bably ſuggeſts ſome turn from that victory in 
favour of the Prince, and therefore thin it neceſ- 
ſary to temporiſe. Theſe are ſurmiſes of my own, 
and poſſibly may have no foundation; they call, how- 
ever, for ſome attention. The parts acted by: both 
the old and young Nabob, in the recent conteſt 
with the Dutch, ought ever to awaken our appre- 
henfions, and urge our being on our guard againſt 
the politics of an Indoſtan Durbar; the more eſpe- 
cially, as we fee. the party round the Nabob, wha 
we know would cut our throats if they could, 
obtain every day more power and influence over 
his councils; men, who being raiſed: as he himſclf 
was, from che dirt, can never vary the complexion 
of their groveling genius. Diſpoſitions, ſuch as 
you, Sir, have now (unhappily) to deal with, can 
only be worked on by the moſt peremptory dictates. 
The Nabob muſt be urged. (I intended to fay 
forced) to ſomething? deciſive, or in a ſhort time 
his country will be worth nothing to himſelf or any 
body elſe. I hitherto avoided writing to him on 
his late unaccountable and provoking conduct. 
My wiſh and intention is, that you ſhould have 
every weight your preſent poſt und ſituation re- 
quires; your ſway and influence ovet the Nabob 
is, at this juncture, of the utmoſt importance to 
the Company's affairs; and it is your own fault if 
you are not inveſted 1 ſuch authority as your- 
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ſelf can wiſh, I therefore requeſt you will, wirk- 

out reſerve, ' point out to me, if any additional 

or inſtructions to you, to act independently 

of the Nabob, (which we, as a Committee or Board, 

can inveſt you with) will conduce to the good of 

the ſervice, and be a means of enforcing your ſalu - 

tary councils to the Nabob, and it ſhall be Torthh« 
with tranſmitted to you. 

I ant iin your moſt obedient humble Servant, 

| J. E. FL 


To * Hom. ]. Z. N Ef Proient and 
' Governor of FoxT William: 


oy R. Camo at Dignagur, April 155 1 760. 
N order to come at the truth, with regard to 
the Nabob's Arzgee to the Prince, Mr. Haſt- 
ings had recourſe to the Nabob's Perſian writer; 
2 man who hath, on many occaſions, given hun 
oofs of attachment and fidelity. The moment 
he x ſet his eyes on the paper, he declared it to be 
a forgery. May I beg leave to refer you to Mr. 
Haſtings for the reaſons he gave for it; as that 
— s knowledge in the — will enable 
him to give you a clearer idea of theſe diſtinctions in 
addreſs and ſtile of their letters, than I can pretend 
to. For my part, I own after Mr. Haſtings had 
repeated them to me, they were ſo ſatisfactory as 
to convince me the probability of its being a for- 
gery was greatly in the Nabob's favour, 
Two days before I received your letter, Sir, the 
Nabob and his fon were with me, and I found the 
old man big with ſomething that he did not know 
well how to begin breaking to me. I helped him 
forward all I could by thoſe: kind of affurances 
which often open the hearts of men; and he then 
told me the had wrote to the Prince, and had 
n an anſwer, ſuch a one as gave him A 8 
wit 


1 lk 
with other circumſtances, that tlie Prince might be 
inclinable to treat and put himſelf perhaps in his 


power; but that he knew he (the Prince) would not 


do this, without I would be ſecurity, for his ſafety. 
The Nabob was deſirous to know, in ſuch a caſe, 
how I would act; but the main drift of the dif- 
courſe was, to find out how far I would be con- 
ſenting to give him an opportunity of diſplaying 
the true eaſtern ſyſtem of politics, by cutting him 
off. You may 'eafily, Sir, gueſs my anſwer, that 
J was ready to do every thing for his ſervice eon- 
ſiſtent with the honour of my country, and the 
facred regard we gave to our word; and beſides, 
if the Prince made any addreſs to me on this ſub- 
ject of ſecurity, I mult firſt have your orders and 
inſtructions in this affair. And thus the conver- 
ſation ended. | et t HUGO} 
I made it my buſineſs afterwards to enquire 
among ſome of the Nabob's people, on what 
grounds he founded theſe hopes of getting the 
Prince in his power? but they all aſſured me, as 
I ſuſpected, that they were no more than the idle 


reports of ſome of his minions, who knew ſuch 


ſtories would be well received and credited, and 
fo found advantage in flattering his fooliſh hopes. 
It is a very unfortunate circumſtance that we 
have to do with a weak man, who neither from 
principle nor merit deſerves the dignity of the 
ſtation in Which we have put him, and in which 
de would not remain twenty- four hours, if we 
were to withdraw ou protection from him, and on 
which he ſo much depends, that I am obliged to 
give him a guard of Seapoys for the ſafety of his 

It doth not appear to me, however, in 
jaftice ot in reaſon, that we ought to ſupport him 
in the purſuit of unjuſtifiable meaſures; ſuch as he 
follows in regard to not diſcharging the vaſt arrears 
due to his troops, who to a, man have publickly 
E; 2 declared, 
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1 1 
declared, they will not draw their ſwords in his 
cauſe, and that only their fears of us prevent their 
ulſing them againſt him. The conſequence will be, 
as to his part, that while he is not afraid of his 
bead he never will ſatisfy them; and to us, that 
though we may protect him from immediate danger 
to his perſon, we muſt relinquiſh the hopes of ſee- 
ing the country free from troubles, while he keeps 
aà body of troops that he will not pay regularly, 
and over whom he conſequently hath no command. 
This rotten ſyſtem ſtill we might in ſome meaſure 
 fupport, were we always aſſured none but the 
country powers would diſturb us: but it is more 
than probable that the French or Dutch, if not 
both, may ſome time or other renew their attempts 
ta be concerned, and with how much the more 
probability of ſucceſs from the diſtracted ſtate of 
the country while the Nabob continues to govern 
1 ſo ill. $4937 > (06 in i cn Note 
[The firſt opportunity I propoſe: repreſenting all. 
this to him in the ſtrongeſt light I poſſibly can; 
and ſhould our opinions agree, I ſhall take it as a 
favour if you would incloſe a letter from yourſelf 
to him, on the ſubject; I will deliver it, and take 
that opportunity as the beſt to try what can be 
done by working on his fears, the only way indeed = 
Jam convinced of managing him to our on 
advantage and his good. In particular, Sir, you 
will be pleaſed to enforce the payment of his 
troops, by hinting, that if he delays it, I have your 
orders not to prevent then. taking their own 
meaſ ure. d dd Hoi dv 
To- morrow Captain Knox's detachment marches. 
The Prince is certainly gone back, and we talk of 
nothing but the pleaſures. of the great Rumnah 
firſt. and then of an expedition againſt the Purnea 
Nabob to conclude the campaign. As this laſt ſtep 
is abſolutely neceſſary, I ſhall do all in my power 
591812 ES + o 
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bo prevent the former. obſtructing it; with what 
ſücceſd, we ſhall ſoon know. T am, Sir. 


T4 Hina? 7 Joux CAILLAUD, 272 | . 
„ * SCaldcut ciutta, 22d April, 1760; 


HAVE the pleaſure of your two favours of the 
.15th and 417th, and mult take a farther day to 
reply to them more circumſtantia!ly. For the pre- 
ſent, 1 encloſe you a Letter to the old Nabob to 
the purport of your requeſt, and with it a copy for 
your pe. and I hope approval. It contains, 
think, nothing but what ſhould at all events be 
urged to him at this juncture. Something muſt be 
done, and ſoon, to fecover the currency of the 
trade of the provinces, or the Company mult be 
loſt; the ſale of their woollen goods, copper, &c. 
exports is totally obſtructed ; their inveſtments in 
conſequence of this, and the unavoidable ſtoppage 
of the Tunkas wholly at a ſtand, and not more 
than a Lack and half in the treaſury : Particulars 
you ſhould be neceffartly acquainted with, as they 
ariſe from the perpettal troubles of the country, 
perpetuated, I may ſay, by the wickedneſs as well 
as weakneſs of thoſe who govern nt! © LIEU 
To give you what are ftilt my ſentiments on the 
Nabob's Arzdaſht' to the Prince, and my reaſons 
for thoſe ſentiments, I now encloſe you a copy of 
my reply to Mr. Haſtings on that head; and think 
| judgment of this affair more confirmed from. 
the citcumſtance fecited in your favour of the 15th, 
to wit, the Nabob's having acknowledged to you 
his writing to the Prinee, and that his replies gave 
him hopes he was inclined to treat. The earrying on 
this concealed correſpondence with the Prince I 
cannot look on in any other light than as the higheſt 
infringement of that and deference due to 
ne your 
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your ſtation,; and the treaty ſubſiſting between ut. 
And here it betomes needful, Sit, to remark, it is 
full time the Nabob ſheuld bo convineed he ſhould 
not look on you as an officer ſent implicitly to 
ſubmit to his orders or ſentiments, but as his co- 
adjutor and: protector in the war. And ſhould, at 
any time, his, wretched politics dictate: meaſures, 
which appear in your opinion doſtructive of the 
general end propoſed, I hope, and doubt not, but 
you. will think yourſelf fully authoriſed perempto- 
rily t& over-rale them, without loſing time in ap- 
lication here, as F am very well ſatisfied we may 
pend on the propriety of your conduct in the 
command” you are inveſted with; I have the 
nour to be, with very real eſteem, Sir, 
© © Your moſt obedient humble On 


| This letter affords you 2 genuine picture of the 
diſtreſſed ſtate of your affairs at this periolt. 


7% Mr. Warren HASTIN Ss. 


SIN. Fort William, 20th April, 1760. 
1 HAVE your favours of the 12th: and 14th, 

accompanied by your tranſlation of the Suba's 
Arzdaſhtto the Prince, and your ſentiments thereon. 
Though I confeſs your reaſoning and canclufions- 
in favour, of the Subab's innocence, carry proba- 
bility. with it, they appear not to me convincings 
nor ſquare with: my mode of thinking on this ſub- 
ject, for the following reaſons: That the Nabob's 
Moonſhee ſhould, on the inſtant, pronounce it a 
1 » amounts to no proof of its being ſo; that 
the Nabob had ſent ſuch an Arzdaſht to che Prince, 
and that it was encloſed by the latter to me, was 
te diſcqurſe of the Buzar, two or three days be- 
wre it reached me. If you remember, I hinted in 
former the intimation L had received. of it; ſo 


E 
that I may juſtly ſuppoſe the Moonſhee was well 


prepared againſt a {urprize, and conſequently ready 


to diſavow it and - pronounce it a forgery; which 
he ſeems by your letter to have done, even before 
he gave it a peruſal. The variation of its diction, 
and deviation from the uſual form of the Nabob's 
addreſſes, appear to me equally inconcluſive, as it 
is not at all improbable theſe might be done with 
deſign to plead and invalidate, in caſe of its com- 
ing to our knowledge. Whether this Atzdaſht 
was ſent by the Nabob or not, it is impoſſible to 
ſay with any preciſion; but this J am clear in, 
that it contains the very dictates of the hearts of 
the minions about him, and of courſe his own y 


and the very pleas he would have made uſe of in 


his guſtification, it ſucceſs and victory had attended 
the Prince. Theſe ſtriking conſiderations, joined 
to the whole tenor of his conduct reſpecting the 


Dutch, &c. joined to his holding any correſpon- 


dence at all with the Prince without our knowledge 
and approval, leaves my judgment of this in the 
lame ſtate it was; though, at the ſame time, I 


ſee it muſt reſt here for want of more ſufficient © 


proof. I am, Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, 
f J. Z. H. 


To Joux Cartiavn, EN 


„81, Fort William, 24th April, 1760. 
LONG much to have your ſentiments on the 
[ ſubject of mine of the 22d and yeſterday. I 
ave juſt now had the pleaſure of yours of the 
20th from Goperra, and think it neceſſary to ad- 
viſe you I laſt night received a letter from the old 
Nabob, chiefly to requeſt that I would order Cap- 
tain Macklean and half his troops to be entered in his 
ſervice and pay: A requeſt which can with no pro- 
priety whatever be complied with (in which n 1 
8 E 2 are 
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dare ſay I ſhall meet your concurrence.) To this 
effect I now write him, and eneloſe you copy of my 
letter, that you be upon your guard when be 
touches you on that ſubject, which I ſuppoſe he will. 
- T'think I have already intimated to you, I made 
no reply to the Phirmaund ſent me from the 
Prince, but: that I anſwered*Compaar Khan's; the 
oontents of my letter to Him were literally this, 
That I had received: the Phirmaund, and pitied 
& the Prince's unhappy ſituation and misfortunes 
of his royal houſe; that he (Comgaar Khan) 
&< was: no ſtranger to the tyes and obligations 
« which bound us to ſupport Mhir Jaffier Aly: 
« Khan ant his government; that copies amounted 
* to no proof, but that if his original Arzdaſnt 
« was ſent me by the Prince, I ſhould then know: 
„ what judgment to form of it.“ With this 
anſwer I diſpatched the Prince's: meffenger, and 
the ſame time ſent two of my own Harkara's to 
return with an anſwer,” in cafe the Prince thought 
proper to give me one, On the 16th they were 
returned to me with a ſecond Phirmaund from him, 
and a reply from Comgaar Khan, as alſo two: let- 
ters from him; one for Rajaram Harkara, and the 
other from Nund-comar. In the diſtrict of Seer- 
gur, the Harkaras were ſeized, ſtripped, kept pri- 
toners 24 hours, plunder'd of the Phirmaund and: 
letters, and then diſmiſſed. I have taken every 
means poſſible for the recovery of the papers, bur 
fear I ſhall fail in it,- which-gives me no fmall vex+- 
tion, as I am almoſt convinced they contained the 
original Arzdaſht, with poſſibly tome other pieces 
of the Nabob's concealed — with him. 
The Harkaras left the Shaw Zadda at Gorrea Hor- 
tea, his troops much diſtreſſed for proviſions, & e. 
He was then halting for Subut, whom he left at 
Jamgam with 3000 Moratta horſe, and had tho 
day my people came away received an expreſs * 


18 1 
che north · weſt from ſome Rajahs who were advanc- 
ing with troops to join him, and who preſſed the 
Shaw Zadda's fon advance towards Patna, on 
which the Prince ſent a meſſenger expreſs to haſten 
Subut. On the other hand, it is conjectured, that 
the Princes unarch 0 Bahaar is a feint only that 
his intention is to lie perdue amongſt the hills, and 
as ſoon as the combined troops are advanced to the 
northward, return ſuddenly into this province and 
the city; and that in this caſe, the Dutch 
will declare for him, and join him. This ſyſtem I 
would certainly, adopt, was I the Shaw Zadda 
however, on the whole, you will be better able to 
of theſe matters than L can at preſent. 

2 ay with perfect. eſteem, Sir, A 

| rr humble - ak, 
| J. Z. H. 
| 1 | 12 in dns 
+ Youthave now before;you all that has been ſaid 
on the ſubject of the Suba's concealed: Arzdaſht, 
to the Prince, upon which you will form your own 
judgment. True, we have been robbed: Gliterally 
| Frong abſolute proofs in this charge but it the 


ongeſt preſumptive ones, ſupported by a thous 
corroborating evidences in the Suba's conduct, 
have any weight, our proof is ſufficient ta; claim 
belief the intermediate letters from our laſt 
remark but one, ſpeak for themſelves, and fully 
prove the cowardice, or treachery, or rather both, 
at the river > 


* uno ee 
gy. W. Waasen HasTINGS. 8 
* Ds Calcutta, April 25, 1750. 


ject of the Nabob's having a conſiderable part 
our troops in his pay, ſervice, and 5 at- 
3 on his perſons; "_ days paſt, I r 
à letter 


I HAVE your favour of the goth, on the ſub- 


54 ] 


a letter from him on the ſubject, to which I yeſ- 
terday incloſed my anſwer, in a letter to Major 
Caillaud, with a copy of mine to the Nabob, for 
his «peruſal. To our complying with this requeſt 
of the" Nabob, I think there 4a, 4 ſtrong and mani. 
feſt ohjections; the moſt important of which me 
that ſuch a ſtep "will, 1 am convinced, lay the 
foundation of his 1 nce. The — 
wrote a Jong letter to the Nabob, 1 
went of his troops, and neceſſity for his Ibanding 
his rabble of Burcundaſſes, and the greateſt part 
of his uſeleſs cavalry: the letter I incloſed to the 
Major, with a copy of it; confer with him as ſoon 
as you can, and requeſt he will communicate to 
you the purport of thoſe letters. Two reaſons can 
only be urged in favour of the requeſt now made 
by the Nabob; the reducing his immenſe expences, 
and at the ſame time thoſe of the Company, by 
ſuch a reduction of troops now in their pay 2 to 
accompliſh the firſt, complying with his requeſt is 
needleſs, | becauſe, though the troops continue in 
aur pay and dependence on us, yet they will be 
always at his call and ſervice; er when this 
eampaiꝑn is ended, we can, with much propriety, 
_ eaſe 1; ares by a reduction of the Seapoys to 
2000 picked men, which Colonel Clive had deter- 
—_ 1 had ſtaid. I am, Sir. 
5d Tour moſt obedient Servant, 
12 3 75 ns Rs 
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| SIR, | Calcutta, May 2d, 1760, 
OUR favour from Maraud-Baag, of the 28th 
ult. 1 had the pleaſure of receiving late 2 
night, and find the ſituation of things between the 
two Nabobs juſt as I ſurmiſed. —Having occaſion 
d eye 10.8 letter of bars © young Nabob's, I * 


1586 3 


the opportunity to urge the neceſſity of his remain 


in the eity, but touch the ſubject in ſuch a 
ay as oO 'the appearance of the higheſt 
iment to his weis. That one of them 


tho d keep the city is ahſolutely neceſſary, and a 


fecurity to them both, as well as the 27 

[ know but of one way to Keep them 1 25 
reſpect to the operations of this campaign, * ne at 
a yery ſhort one: when the meaſures determined 
. arty; wer 
- to them, are not 
— —_— into execution, you will march 
to PAS and leave them to fight their own 
Battles, and purſue their own councils: I will 
| JO have ao further trouble with them; 
_— dare ſay, Sir, you are by this time con- 
vinced, that bad they been treated in this way, on 
the defeat of the Shaw Zadda, above, and in the 

fortunate conjunction of 2 and deſtroying 
him ſo lately leſt (in both which your * 
reſolutions and advice were over- ruled) there had 

been a happy end to the troubles of the country. 

That part of my letter to the Nabob you odject 
to, has PS wrong tranflated and explained; te 
vou the utmoſt I" intimated on that head way, 
« That, as the ſeaſon was ſo far advanced, > One, 

moment of it was not to be ſpent anprofitably.” 
—By which I intended to prevent e Nabob's 
idling his time away in the pleaſures of the Rumna, 
and the city, of which you yourlelf leemed appre-. 
henſive. J 10 mam 
Tam, with fincere eſtsem, Sir, EIS 
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SIR 7 Caleutts, May 5, 1560. 
TAKE this jun&ure of complying with a re- 
commendation left me by Colonel Clive, in 

fayour of Coffim Aly Khan, and have wrote the 
Nabob on the ſubje&t; copy 1 incloſe for your 
deruſal.— have, I think, with good reaſon, many 
—— touching the integrity, as well as capacity, 
in theſe times, of Rajah Ramnarain, and eve 

principal perſon under him, and am ſure the Na- 

Pob ſhould change hands there. If your ſenti- 

ments do not run counter to mine in this particu- 
| r, I ſhall receive as a favour, your intereſting 

_ yourſelf in behalf of Coſſim Aly Khan. 3; 
I am ever, with ſincere eſteem, Sir, 


* * 
ff 4 ip Fy 
* 


Your moſt obedient Servant, 
9 J. Z. H. 
7% Mr. Wanna HasTinGs. 
STR; * 5 Calcutta, May 6, 1760. 


HAVE already intimated to you the very low 
ebb of the Company's treaſury ; their whole 
inveſtments at the Arungs are at a ſtand; and 
without conſiderable ſupplies, we ſhall not in one 
month more have ſufficient for even the current 
expences of the Factory.— We were yeſterday un- 
der the neceſſity of recommending to the Gentle- 
men of Coflimbuzar, their endeavouring to take 
up the money there on the Company's account, 
| for the uſe of the filk inyeſtments; as alſo ta 
the Gentlemen at Ducca, to the ſame purpoſe, for 
the carrying on their inveſtment. Theſe conſide- 
rations will, I doubt not, be ſufficient to awaken 
your attention, reſpecting the expences of the par- 
dies under Spears and Fiſcher, on account not a 
"7% | | Rupee 
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Rupee has yet been remitted to us. Therefore I 
am obliged to preſs your obtaining at leaſt one lack 
of Rupees on this account, and that you will ſend 
it down with the utmoſt expedition: ſhould it ex- 
ceed the ſums diſburſed, which J am ſure it will 
not, the Nabob ſhall be duly credited for it. 
Suffering him thus to run in arrears, in this article 
of field expences, is the very worſt ſyſtem of po- 
litics we can adopt; and an effectual ſtop muſt in 
future be put to it, by infiſting on an advance be- 
fore our troops leave the garriſon. Without this 
precaurſon, the Company muſt ſuffer great diſtreſs 
and difficulties in the conducting their mercantile 
affairs, as we find fo little dependance on the punc- 
tuality of the Nabob's re- imburſing us. I wrote 
you very preſſingly on this ſub) * 23d ulr. of 
which you have ä — taken no notice. The re- 
— of the 200, ooo Rupees lent the Nabob 

y Mr. Manningham, on the Company's account, 
muſt be demanded in the moſt urgent terms; and 
if you think it is not in his power to advance that 
farm, a freſh Tunka on the Kiſtnagur Country 
myſt abſolutely be infifted on---I mention this 
country in preference, becauſe the remaining bal- 
lances to be collected from it are now but ſmall. 
We have the preateſt reaſon to complain of the 
Nabob's injurious behaviour, reſpecting his obſtruct- 
ing the collection of our Tunkas, both in the Bur- 
lowan and Kiſtnagur Countries: from whence I am 
informed, by Meſſ. Watts and Hown, that his 
people are, by eve . meaſure, extorti 
that money which fo d pay our Kiſtebundees. 1 
have wrote the Nabob and the Roy Royen warmly 
on the ſubject, and I requeſt you remonſtrate againſt 
it in the ſtrongeſt manner. — And that you ſigni 
to the former, without the leaſt reſerve, that I ab- 
folutely will not ſuffer a ſingle Rupee to be carried 
put of thoſe countries, whiltt we have any the leaſt 


1 ) 


2 loss Chit avs, EW. 


SIR, >:30 Calcutta, May 5, % * 

TAKE this reals of complying with a re- 

commendation left me by Colonel Clive, in 
fayour of Coffim Aly Khan, and have wrote the 
Nabob on the ſubject , copy 1 incloſe for your 

ruſal.—1 have, I think, with good reaſon, man 

ubts touching the integrity, as well as capacity, 
in theſe times, of Rajah Ramnarain, and 


| 3 erſon under him, and am ſure the Na- 


b ſhould change hands there. If your ſenti- 
ments do not run counter to mine in this particu- 


lar, I ſhall receive as a favour, your werkes | 
yourſelf i in behalf of Coſſim Aly Khan. 


I am ever, with ſincere eſteem, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient e 
J. Z. H. 

7 Me Wannry HASsTINOS. 
„iR Calcutta, May 6, — 


HAVE already intimated to you the very low 


ebb of the Company's treaſury ; their whole 
inveſtments at the Arungs are at a ſtand; and. 


without conſiderable ſupplies, we ſhall not in one 
month more have ſufficient for even the current 


expences of the Factory. We were yeſterday un- 
der the neceſſity of recommending to the Gentle- 
men of Coflimbuzar, their endeavouring to take 

up the , money there on the Company's account, 


tor the uſe of the filk inyeſtments; as alſo ta 


the Gentlemen at Ducca, to the ſame purpoſe, for 
the carrying on their inveſtment. Theſe conſide- 
rations will, I doubt not, be ſufficient to awaken 
your attention, reſpecting the expences of the par- 
dies under Spears and Fiſcher, on account not a 


Rupee 
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Rupee has yet been remitted to us. Therefore L 
am obliged to preis your obtaining at leaft one lack 
df Rupees on this account, and that you will ſend 
it down with the utmoſt expedition: ſhould it ex- 
ceed the ſums diſburſed, which I am ſure it will 
not, the Nabob ſhall be duly credited for it. 
Suffering him thus to run in arrears, in this article 
of field expences, is the very worſt ſyſtem of po- 
litics we can adopt; and an effectual top muſt in 
future be put to it, by inſiſting on an advance be- 
fore our troops leave the garriſon. Without this 
precautſon, the Company muſt ſuffer great diſtreſs 
and difficulties in the conducting their mercantile 
affairs, as we find ſo little dependance on the punc- 
tuality of the Nabob's re- imburſing us. I wrote 
yop very preſſingly on this ſub) che 23d ult. of 
which you have itherro taken no notice, The re- 
— of the 200, ooo Rupees lent the Nabob 

y Mr. Manningham, on the Company's account, 
muſt be demanded in the moſt urgent terms; and 
if you think jt is not in his power to advance that 
farm, a freſh Tunka on the Kiſtnagur Country 
myſt abſolutely be infifted on---I mention” this 
country 1n preference, becauſe the remaining bal- 
lances to be collected from it are now but ſmall. 
We have the preateſt reaſon to complain of the 
Nabob's injurious behaviour, reſpecting his obſtruct- 
ing the collection of our Tunkas, both in the Bur- 
lowan and Kiſtnagur Countries: from whence Iam. 
informed, by Meff. Watts and Howit, that his 
people are, by every oppreſſive meaſure, extorti 
that money which ſhould pay our Kiſtebundees. I 
have wrote the Nabob and the Roy Royen warmly 
on the ſubject, and I requeſt you remonſtrate againſt 
jt in the ſtrongeſt manner. And that you Nl 
to the former, without the leaſt reſerve, that I ab- 
folutely will not ſuffer a ſingle Rupee to be carried 
gut of thoſe countries, whilſt we have any the leaſt 


2 
<laim upon them. And demand bkewiſe, that he 
immediately order his people to withdraw from 
thence, or I will, without any ceremony, drive 

The neceſſity of the Fee affairs is ſuch, 
that I have been obliged to apply to the Seats for 
a. loan of 10 or 15 Lack, which they, under va- 
rious pretences, have refuſed : I their own 


ſecurity, as well as an opportuni obliging the 
Company, would have. influenced their ready com- 
pliance; but herein I judged ill. However, I doubt 
not but an occaſion may offer, for manifeſting a 
proper reſentment to that houſe for this refuſal. 
41 e ſpeedy reply to this, and am, as 
ever, m truly, ir, Lat odd wi ta vul 
"14H 1 nn on | »4+&11 J. Z. N. 
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S „ eee, Miy r nes 


M laſt were under dates the ad and th. in- 
.Rant. In the former I incloſcd, for your 
pero. tranſlation of a private letter from Mr. 
iſdom. with copy of my anſwer. | I now forward 
to you, tranſlate of his replication, After you 
have conſidercd them, I requeſt you will favour 
me in returning them. e eee Tn as oh ag 
What weight or dependance can be laid on the 
ſentiments or aſſertions. contained in thoſe letters 
from the direction of Chinſura, you will be as capa- 
ble of judging as I am; and I ſhould be extremely 
glad of your thoughts on this ſubje& ; — for my 
own part, it —_ to me, that the Nabob, with 
reſpect to, the Dutch, is in a purſuit very wide of 
the road we have pointed out to him ; and in which, 
we ought. not, nor can, from any juſtifiable cauſe, 


„ 


countenance him. That they ſhould be ſo far dul- - 


E. arme 


bis 4 
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armed of any means or power of raiſing diſtur- 
bances in the country becomes abſolutely neceſſary, 
both for bis ſecurity and our own :—but beyond 
this we ſhould ſuffer his extorting ſums of 
money from them (which can anſwer no uſeful 
purpoſe to us, but on the contrary, refſect diſho- 
nour on the power and influence we are ſuppoſed 
to have over him) is a meaſure which I really think 
will not give credit to our name or arms; and 
which we cannot too ſoon diſclaim and object to. 
In theſe ſentiments, I dare ſay, I have your private 
concurrence z and I mult confeſs, I ſee no public 
motive which can fully vindicate our even winki 
at an reſſive or iniquitous deſigns, levelle led 
ng — other individuals under his 
rnment; — „whatever odium may fall on 
the world will deſtow, and that juſtly, a large 
proportion on us, as knowing he dare not medi- 
tate practices of this kind, but under the ſanction 
of the alliance between us: let us, therefore, for our 
pwn fakes, and to preſerve as much as we can the 
peace of the country, inſiſt on the execution of the 
plan laid down to him but oppoſe that meaſure 
which the Nabobs, in place thereof, ſeem to have 
only in view, the plundering their poſſeſſions; and 
by this laudable oppoſition evince them and the 
world, it is not our wiſh or aim to injure them in 
their trade, rights, or properties; but to diveſt 
them only of that power which they ſo lately, tho? 
3 . to the cee e of ours. 
am, as ever, with much eſteem, Sir, 
Your obedient humble ſervant, 
ner it J. Z H. 


P. C. To what 1 3 I may add 
driving the Dutch to a deſperate extremity, by 
ſuch heavy and exorbitant demands on them, 

they cannot in nature comply with, * 
Ax} wer 
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fwer no end, at leaſt no good ane; for they with 
have no reſource left, but joining, at all events, 
the Nabob's enemies with the whole force ni can 
collect together.—I have wrote the Nabob on this 
ſubject; copy of the letter I incloſe you, and — 
wal another to ar. ne 1 ſe Coſſids. 


E . bo 1. 
To Ms. Wannry HasTivos.! a 1E 

| | * 
. 1 R. P | 2Galcittma June 13, . 


Y expreſs velterdey from Dacca we have advice, 
that the Suba has taken off Allyverdee and 
Shaw Amet Khan's Begums. —— He ſent a Jam- 
maut-daar and 100 horſe, with orders to Jeſſeraut 
Khan to carry this bloody ſcheme into execu 
with ſeparate orders to the Jemmaut-daar, in 
Jeſſeraut Khan refuſed obedience: he refuſed acting 
any part in the tragedy, and left it to the other; 
who carried them out by night about two — 
above the city in a boat, tied weights to their 
and threw them over- board: they ſtruggled 
ſome time, and held by the gunwall of the boat, 
but by ſtrokes on their heads with Latties, and 
cutting of their hands, they ſunk.—Theſe are the 


acts of the Tyger we are rern and aghting 


for. 1 am, | 
| Your obedient humble ſervant, 
. .. — _ 


25 the How, Joun Tab, Ne ir, Ef 


81 R, Maraud-baag, June 21, 1760, 
T* en tranſmitted to me in your letter 
of the 13th, of the murder of the two 
Begums, filled me with horror and aſtoniſhment; 
but how were thoſe ſenſations increaſed, when upon 
| inquiry I was told, that not ny the two yew” 20G 
ufferers 


£60] 


fofferers above-mentioned; but the whole family,” 
to the number of nine perſons, had undergone the 
fame fate. I will not mention their names, till - 
Rave undoubted mow of the truth of my i 


telligence,” which I wiſh (though I cannot expect it 
I may find not ſo bad at laſt as it has been repre- 
ſented to me.—How this cireumſtance eſcaped my 
knowledge, I know not. It was not indeed an 
event to be learned from inquiry, and poſſibly the 
mfamy of the fact might have made my friends, 
who were in the ſecret, negle& to ſpeak to me 
upon a ſubject which, — our particular con- 
nections with the Nabob, and his intire dependence 
on our power, could not but reflect diſhonour 
upon the Engliſn name. I have hitherto been 
generally an advocate for the Nabob, whoſe ex- 
tortions and oppreſſions I imputed to che neceſſity 
of the times, and want of œconomy im his re- 
venues ;— but, if this charge againſt him be true, 
no argument can excuſe or palliate ſo atrocious 
and complicated a villainy, nor (forgive me, — 
if I add) our ſupporting ſuch a tyrant. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, moſt Faichful ſervice, 
Warr en FLASTINGS. 


The advices ſent from Dacca touchin — 
murders, were diſpatched immediately 
firſt rumour of the deed; and from — 
uſual, imperfect : ſubſequent advices brought the 
true ſtate of that execution, as follows: 
Goſſeta Begum, widow of Shaw Amet — 
Emna Begum, mother to the Nabob Surajud 
Dovla, and widow to Geynde Amet Khan; 
NM orad Dowla, the ſon of Patſha Kooly Khan, 


- - . adopted by the Shaw Amer Jungs; 
- Lutſen Nei | widow of. Surajud 


-—  Dowha; £277 nene 
- 

” * 

o bs , 


Her 
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Her infant daughters by "Naka Sm 
Dowla. 

Theſe unhappy ſufferers, dere all in one night 
at Dacca, in the manner before-recited, with about 
twenty of their women of inferior note, It was 
ſaid Alleverdy Khan's, Begum by ſome meang 

eſcaped this maſſacre of her whole family. 
A A, conceived though groundleſs — of 
Morad Dowla's making his eſcape. from his con- 
finement in Dacca, was the cauſe of this w 


In che liſt of the Subah's aſſaſſination given in 
the Memorial, theſe were omitted : 

Abdel Ohab Khan, way-laid and murdered 
by the Subah's order, on the Ramna, on 
pretence of a conſpiracy, in March 1760. 

Yar Mahomet, a favourite of Surajah Dowla, 
1 in preſence of Mhiran, — 
17 


Toe Mr. WaR REM HASTIN OS. 


SIR, Fort William, May 8, 1760. 
OUR favour of the 3d I received only yeſter- 
day; and, out of the fulneſs of my heart, 

] wrote to you the 6th, on the obvious near ap- 
h of the unſuxmountable difficulties I ſhall 
ve to encounter, in conducting the Company's 
bufineſs for the current year. The apology you 
make for the Seats, and they for themſelves, we 
mult ſubmit to; but though they may hold good 


reſpecting the large loan I requeſted of them, yet 
had they been inclined to have ſhewn a readineſs to 


oblicht whe, Company, they would at leaſt have 
made a tender to me of ſuch a ſum as they could 
have ſpared: with convenience to themſelves. One 
reaſon” they alledge to me for their refuſal is; their 
—_ refuſed the Nabob, which I now find bad 
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not à word of truth in it. Had they complied 
with my it would have armed them with 
the beſt reaſon they could have urged for not com- 
— with his demand; and it would have been 
nt on us to ſercen and protect them fromm 
any violence intended againſt them. A time 
may come, when, chey may ſtand in need of the 
Company's ny in — caſe they may be 

aſſured they ſhall be left to Satan to be buffered. 
I obſerve what you ſay, reſpecting your having 
advanced the 25,000 Siccas to Capt. Fiſcher, fer 
the payment of his ſeparate detachment.—— The 
—4 1 be paid beyond doubt, but if we 
are immediately laid under the neceſſity of again 
diſburſing the ſums we receive from the Nabob 
on his account, where will be the end of our ex- 
. and how are the Company to be re- im- 
irſed at laſt, if he is ſuffered thus to be in arrears 
to us? A ſtop muſt be abſolutely to this 
fyſtem, and ſoon : I therefore requeſt you will 
communicate this, and my laſt letter 5 on 
this ſubject, to the Major; © ok lia ew — 
means ma — ap red, to free us from 
this tax, ſo woo at preſent to 'our 
affairs. If time . given to the Nabob until the 
1 is cloſed, I know the inſuperable trouble 
| II have in a rupee from him. If 
ſomething is not done ſatisfactory to us, I ſhall be 
under the neceſſity of laying a tepreſentation be. 
fore the Board, who are, I know, very welt inclined 
to come to reſolutions. whick will be moſt 1 
de the Nabob in his preſent ſicuation. | 

"Requeſt the Major will» communicate" co 

mine of this date, on tie Nabob's conteſt with 

the Durch. an; Sin dH woy Rows 2212 
FOE If * « moſt obedies humble fervans, 


* 
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7 PIT IE AMYATT, Eure. 
an Furt Williani, 11th May, 1760. 
Have the pleaſure of your letters of the 23d 
I and 25th ult. Matters now, I think, grow 
critical on your ſide; the Prince in your neighbour- 
hood, and, I fear, between Knox and the city, 
into which he will, I imagine, find no ſmall diffi- 
culty to throw himſelf, without fighting under 
many diſadvantages, though I hope you are ſtrong 
enough for an occaſional ſally to favour any attempt 
he may make for your relief. Notwithſtanding 
the Prince's junction with Mr. Law's inconſiderable 
force, I muſt confeſs my apprehenſions for the city, 

are greater from- treachery within, than from an 
attempts they can make from without, whill 
Knox and his party are ſo near them. I have no 
better opinion of Ramnarain's integrity in the 
cauſe, than I have of his ſpirit and capacity; and 
the moſt gracious manner his brother and Molydore 
were cliſmiſſed by the Prince and Comgaar Khan 
gives ſtrong cauſe of ſuſpicion : therefore you 
cannot be too much on your guard againit Ram- 
narain, as well as thoſe who have the chief — 
under him; and if Molydore, Donceram, and 
one or two more of them, were ſurpriſed, ſeized 
and ſecured, I doubt not but it would ſecure the 
ſafety of the city. Whether a ſtep of this kind 
would be practicable, you are a better judge than I 
can poſſibly be. If Knox makes his way into the 
city, you will be ſtrong enough to take the abſolute 
command of it yourſelf, . which I would by all 
means recommend to you, and the fame time 
ſecure thoſe you have reaſon to think diſaffected. 
Ramnarain's back wardneſs to oppoſe the advance 
of Mr. 'Law's party, which I learn from yours to 
the Major of the 25th ult. cvinces that he intends 
| in. 
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il, or has no command over thoſe under him; 

and conſequently he is, in either caſe, moſt un- 

worthy the truſt he poſſeſſes, and the ſooner he is 

diveſted the better. 

Let me hear from you by every poſſible op- 
and believe me tfuly, Sir, 

Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

9 J. Z. H, 


To Joun enen Efquire. 
8 1 R. Fẽ or. Wilkam, 24th May, 15605 


AST night a letter from the Committee was 


diſpatched to you, in which you had the 
Gentlemen” general ſentiments” only on the ſtate 
of things, without deſcending to the particular 
cauſes of ' theſe ſentiments which require eluci- 
dations. 

The ſucceſs of Capt. Knox: juſtifies! and does 
honour to your recommendation and our appoint- 
ment, and gives quite a new aſpect to the late 
deſperate ſtate of affairs in the province of Bahar ; 
where I think the force under Captain: Knox, 'if 
continued at Patna, will, with the affiſtance .of 
Ramnarain, be amply ſufficient to preſerve the 
tranquillity of the country and  ſafery of Patna 
during that period, as alſo to take the field when 
the ſeaſon permits, to quell, or rather prevent, any 
commotions which may be attempted the next year 
by the Prince againſt the Suba's government. 
We are averſe, for two important reaſons, to you 
(or your troops) being farther diſtant from us 
than the Purnea country, each of which Twill 
ſpeak diſtinctly to. 

If we have any thing to apprehend lock williout; 
either from French or Dutch, we are to ex 
it from this time to the remainder of the S. W. 
n. therefore it becomes an eſſential con- 


F fideration 
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ſideratiop, that our forces are kept as much within 
call as the nature of the preſent ſervice will admit 
of, ſtill giving a preference to ourſelves, and the 
ſecond place only to the defence: of the Suba and 
his government; he muſt himſelf concur and 
fubmit to the utility of this precaution for his own 
ſake, his ſafety depending abſolutely on ours, and 
on the force we have to impede the entrance of 
any Furopean power whatever in his country from 
any other quarter: I think he need be under no 
apprehenfion for theſe five or ſix months at leaſt.— 
And 1 hope there is yet time to accompliſh the 
Suba's jult purſuits againſt Purnea, and for your 
return to us with the troops, when the rains ſet 
in; a circumſtance which leads me to my ſecond 
reaſon. 2 | 1 3 
Though the Prince, by this year's invaſion, has 
. benefited himſelf and followers no more than by 
the laft, yet the conſequence has been equally fatal 
to the country, or rather more ſo.— The large 
Mare of injury the Company ſuffers in their affairs, 
by the annual continuance of theſe troubles, calls. 
for our molt ferious conſideration, as I fee no end. 
to them whilſt we ſupport the preſent ſyſtem, ſo 
ebvioully. tending; (and that not by ſlow degrees 
neuher) to our employers ruin. To obviate this, 
ſome meaſures mult, be adopted; in concerting 
of which your preſence with us and counſels are 
abſolutely neceſſary, as ſoon as the preſent ex- 
igencies of things can admit of your ablence from 
the troops. This moment, I am interrupted by 
letters from Mr. Amyatt of the 14th; one to the 
ommittee, the other to myſelf „ in both which 
e lays ſuch ſtrels on the neceſſity, of being rein- 
forced by Europeans and Seapoys, that I fear 
it mult over-rule all I have urged in this and my 
laft paragraph, and after all oblige your march to 
Patga, with, what force you think can be ſpared 
ola: 4 trom 
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from the Purnea expedition ; or whether you may 


not think it eligible to take the whole with you, 


and defer that expedition for the preſent. The 
ſeeming reſolution the Prince has taken, not to 
quit the province of Bahar, and the increaſe of 
his army, are ſtrokes we could not reaſonably have 
expected after the repulſes he received at Patna; 


By letters of the 12th from thence they adviſe 


us, the Prince and his army were retreated nine 


corſe towards Tikara; by thoſe of the iAth; only 


three; juſt to get clear of ſallies from the city; 
Mr. Amyatt ſeems to write undet the greateſt 
apprehenſion as well for the country as the Com- 
8 inveſtment of Salt-Petre, &c. Meaſures 
r the ſecurity of that muſt at leaſt be entered on, 
though, for my own part, I fear if the Prince has 
really reſolved to keep on this ſide the Soan, and 
Is 1 as Mr. Amyatt repreſents, ſuccours 
will arrive too late to prevent miſchief. I will 
directly ſummon a meeting of the Select Com- 
mittee to reply to Mr. Amyatt's letter, and 
tranſmit you their ſentiments for your conduct. 
Since writing the above, I have received another 
Phirmaund from the Prince, incloſing the original 
Arzdaſht of the Nabob, the truth of which ap- 
pears to us to carry much probability, which is 
all I ſhall at preſent ſay to it. What follows are 
the ſentiments of the other gentlemen of the Com- 
mittee, as well as my own. : 6223 
Hitherto our conduct in ſupporting 
government can hardly be vindicated 'to our em- 
nes the more eſpecially ſince his flagrant and 
nown breach of the 'treaty laſt year, not only by 
his invitation of the Dutch forces from Bataviaz 
but by his ſhameful and inſincere conduct and 
dealing with us after their arrival, and to this 
hour reſpecting that people, the weak neſs and in- 
conſiſtency of his whole politics during the W 
* 2 0 


the Suba's 


t * 7 


of this campaign, joined to the repeated cruekies; 
murders, and oppreſſions, daily committed by him 
er. his ſon on individuals, the univerſal deteſtation 


of his: government throughout the provinces, — 


the obvious - certainty of theſe troubles in the: 
eountry continuing without interruption, whilft 
this family exiſts at the head of it; all theſe, with. 
many other conſiderations which J could enume- 
rate, demonſtrates, we cannot longer, conſiſtent 
with what we owe to the Company, to natural 


juſtice, and propriety, and to the Engliſh name, 
ſupport a ſyſtem of uſurpation and tyranny, which 


refie&s diſhonour on it, and muſt; if perſiſted in, 
involve our, honourable employers and our colony 
in a ſpeedy ruim The more we ſee of this govern- 
ment, the more is verified your own - juſt obſer- 
vation at your farſt knowledge of it, That it is 


rotten to the core: What then can be expected 


from a ſyſtem rotten to the very heart of it, in 
every ſenſe Ruin muſt attend the family, in ſpite. 
of; our efforts to ſave them; and we muſt as 
aſſuredly be partakers in a greater or leſs degree 
thereof . to ſay nothing of our drawing our ſword 
in ſupport of ſuch a ſyſtem, againſt the legal, tho* 
unfortunate. Prince of the country, from whom 
every advantage and emolument we can wiſh. for 
the Company, is tendered to us, without hmita- 
tion. This being the caſe, we are moſt anxious for 
two or three days conference with you, if poſſible. 
We think, if there appears an abſolute neceſſity for 
it, that you may diſpatch 150 or 209 Europeans, and. 
4 or 500 Seapoys, to reinforce Patna ; and wiſh 


you could, under the pretence of ſoliciting a 


further ſupply of troops, or ſickneſs, or any other 
cover which. may occur to you, leave Capt. Yorke 
with your detachment, and. return to us, if for 
twenty-four hours only.——1t. you find this im- 
practicable, without raiſing ſuſpicions, which yy 

15 1 4 ve 
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have conſequences we cannot foreſee, then favour 
me with your ſentiments as ſoon as poſſible with- 
out reſerve. I am, with the moſt perfect confi- 
dence and eſteem, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient bub 3 


J. Z. H 


To the Honourable ]. 2 en w L, Eq; Pre 


dent and Governor of Fort William. 


SIR. Camp at Balkiſſens Gardens, 
29th May, 1760. 


1 AM honoured this day with your favour of the 


24th inſtant. My laſt letters of the 24th, and 


thoſe of yeſterday, of the 28th, contain all T can. 


urge in favour of our return to Patna with the 
young Nabob—you ſcem allo convinced of the 
neceſſity of it, ſince the receipt of Mr. Amyatt's 
letters: I ſhall be glad to find it further confirmed 
by the ſentiments of the Select Committee. 


I am not maſter enough of the ſubject, to know 


how the Company's inveſtment of Salt-petre will 
be fo much hurt this year; and that you fear ſuc- 
cours will arrive too late, to prevent much miſ- 
chief; but this I am very confident-of, that if we 
do not ſend ſuccours, the whole province may be 
loſt, and many years inveſtments to come. 8 
I will endeavour now, Sir, to reply as fully as I 
can to the ſubject on which you defire ſo earneſtly 


to know my ſentiments; and hope what I have to 


ſay will ſo fully ſatisfy you, that I-need not at leaſt 
leave the army until the campaign is quite con- 
cluded, as I think it cannot be done wn 28 
zudice to our affairs. 


Bad as the man may be, whoſe cauſe. we now 


ſupport, I cannot be of opinion that we can get 
rid of him for a better, without running the riſk 
of much greater inconvenienctes attending on ſuch 

#3 a change, 
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a change, than thoſe we now labour under. 54 pre- 
ſume, the eſtabliſhing tranquillity in theſe pro- 
vinces would reſtore to us all the advantages of 
trade we could wiſh, for the profit and honour of 
our employers ; and I think we bid fairer to bring 
that tranquillity about, hy our preſent influence 
over the Suba, and by ſupporting him, than by 
any change which can be made, —No new revolu- 
tion can take place without a certainty of troubles ; 
and a revolution will certainly be the conſequence, 
whenever we withdraw our protection from the 
Suba: e cannot in prudence neither, J believe, 
leave this revolution to chance we muſt in ſome 
degree be inſtrumental to bringing it about.— In 
ſuch a caſe, it is very poſſible we may raiſe a man 
to the dignity, juſt as unfit to govern, as little to 
be depended upon, and in ſhort, as great a rogue 
as our Nabob; but perhaps not 10 great a cow ard, 

nor ſo great a fool, and of conſequence much more 
difficult to manage.—As to the injuſtice of ſup- 
porting this man, on account of his cruelties, op- 
preſſions, and his being deteſted in his government, 
I ſee ſo little chance,” in this bleſſed country, of 
finding a man endued with the oppolite virtues, 
that I think we may put up with thele vices, with 


Which we have no concern, if in other marters we 


find him. fitteſt for our purpoſe, | 

As to his breach of his treaty, by introducing 
he Dutch laſt year, that was never ſo clearly 
proved, I believe, but as to admit of ſome doubt; 
Colonel Clive, before he left the country, ſeemed 
ſatisfied that what was ſuſpicious in his conduct in 
that affair, proceeded not from actual guilt, but 
trom the timidit ty of his nature.—Þut if we ftill 
ſuſpect him from further circumſtances, we always 
have it in eur power to put it te the teſt at once, 
by making; him act as he ought, whether he will 
or no. ; 


- 


* ith 


law ful Prince of the country; no man can more 


T 1 
Wich regard to drawing our ſwords. againſt the 


Pity his misfortunes than I have done, nor would 
any one be more willing and happy to be inſtru- 


mental in aſſiſting him to recover his juſt right; | 


but ſuch a plan is not the thought of a day, nor 
the execution of it the work of a few months 
there is a powerful party ſtill remains the Vizier, 
with the Maharattas and Jutes, who, notwith- 
ſanding the conſtant ſucceſs of Abdallah againſt 


them, ſtill make head againſt him; and ſuch are 


their reſources and their numbers, that I believe 
they will at laſt oblige the Patans to leave the 
country; for though they cannot beat them fairly 
. out of the field, they bid fair to ſtarue them out of 
the country. a 
Lou have, no doubt, received advice from Mr. 
Haſtings, that Abdallah hath ſent orders to the 
ſeveral powers, to acknowledge the Prince King 
of Indoſtan, by the name ot Shaw Allyum;— 


rupees ate ftruck by his order at Bannarras and 


Lucknow, in that name; orders are alſo given 
© Sujah Dowlatt, to accept the poſt of Vizier; 
and our Nabob hath got, it is ſaid, inſtructions 


to acknowledge him, and pay him the obeiſance 


due to the King of Kings, as he is ſtiled. 


If we were perfectly ſure Abdallah would re- 
main, as he ſays, until he ſaw the Prince well 


fixed on the throne, and the peace and tranquillity 
of the country reſtored, we might, I think, all 
joined together, be a match for the Maharattas ;— 
but we muſt be well aſſured that Abdallah will 
heartily-enter, and when entered, will firmly ſup- 
port the cauſe :—for ſhould this appoiatment of 
his be no more (as it is poſſible) than a finiſhing 
ſtroke, to end his expedition with the eclat of hav- 
ing given us a Mogul, and when a certain number 
A the country powers had entered into the alliance, 
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a change, than thaſe we now labour under. —I pre- 
ſame, the eſtabliſhing tranquillity: in theſe pro- 
vinces would reſtore to us all the advantages of 
trade we could wiſh, for the profic and honour of 
our employers ; and I think we bid fairer to bring 
that tranquillity about, by our preſent influence 
over the Suba, and by ſupporting him, than by 
any change which can be made. No new revolu- 
tion can take place without a certainty of troubles ; 
and a revolution will certainly be the conſequence, 
whenever we withdraw our protection from the 
Suba : e cannot in prudence neither, I believe, 
leave this revolution to chance—we mult in ſome 
degree be inſtrumental to bringing it about, In 
ſuch a caſe, it is very poſſible we may raiſe a man 
to the dignity, juſt as unfit to govern, as little to 
be depended upon, and in ſhort, as great a rogue 
as our Nabob ; but perhaps not fo great a coward, 
nor ſo great a fool, and of conſequence much more 
difficult to manage.—As to the injuſtice of ſup- 
porting this man, on account of his cruelties, op- 
preſſions, and his being deteſted in his government, 
I ſee ſo little chance, in this bleſſed country, of 
finding a man endued with the oppolite virtues, 
that I think we may put up with theſe vices, with 
which we have no concern, if in other marters we 
find him. fitteſt for our purpoſe, | 
As to his breach of his treaty, by incroducing 
he Dutch laſt year, that was never ſo clearly 
proved, I believe, but as to admit of ſome doubt; 
Colonel Clive, before he left the country, ſeemed 
ſatisfied that what was ſuſpicious in his conduct in 
that affair, proceeded not from actual guilt, but 
trom the timidit ty of his nature. — But if we ſtill 
ſuſpect him from further circumſtances, we always 
have it in eur power to put it! te the teſt at once, 
by walking him act as he ought, Whether he will 
or ho. 


8 With 


E on J 
Wich regard to drawing our ſwords. againſt che 
lawful Prince of the country; no man can more 
© Pity his misfortunes than I have done, nor would 
any one be more willing and happy to be inſtru- 


mental in aſſiſting him to recover his juſt right; 


but ſuch a plan is not the thought of à day, nor 
the execution of it the work of a few months 3 
there is a powerful party ſtill remains ʒ the Vizier, 
with the Maharattas and Jutes, who, notwith- 
ſtanding the conſtant ſucceſs of Abdallah againſt 
them, ſtill make head againſt him; and ſuch are 
their ' reſources and their numbers, that I believe 
they will at Jaſt oblige the Patans to leave the 
country; for though they cannot beat them fairly 


Hut of the field, they bid fair co ſtarvethem out of 


the country, 
' You have, no doubt, received advice from Mr. 


Haſtings, that Abdallah hath ſent orders to the 


ſeveral powers, to acknowledge the Prince King 
of Indoſtan, by the name ot Shaw Allyum;— 
rupees ate ftruck by his order at Bannarras and 
Lucknow, in that name; orders are alſo given 
© Sujah Dowlatt, to accept the poſt of Vizier; 
and our Nabob hath got, it is ſaid, inſtructions 


to acknowledge him, and pay him the obeiſance 


due to the King of Kings, as ke is tiled, 


If we were perfectly ſure Abdallah would re- 
main, as he ſays, until he ſaw the Prince well 


fixed on the throne, and the peace and tranquillity 
of the country reſtored, we might, I think, all 
Joined together, be a match for the Maharattas ;— 
but we mult be well aſſured that Abdallah will 

heartily-enter, and when entered, will firmly fup- 
port the cauſe:—for ſhould this appointment of 
his be no more (as it is poſſible) chan a finiſhing 
ſtroke, to end his expedition with the eclat of hav- 
ing given us a Mogul, and when a certain number 
a the country powers had entered into the _ 
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he ſhould think of a return to his own country, 
and leave us to fight it out with the other contend- 
ing party, I fear the Vizier and the Maharattas 
would be too ſtrong for thoſe who remained of the 
alliance, ſuppoſing them to be the Rucllahs, and 
Sujah Dowlatt, and the Nabob of Bengal. — 
However, ſuppoſing all this ſhould take place, 
why may it not be done with our Nabob in our 
hand, ſtill his friends and his proteftors ? . 
J am this inftant favoured with yours of the 
25th; and I find by your poſtſcript, that your 
opinion and mine, with regard to the Prince, do 
not differ much. I have no objections to follow 
the plan you propoſe :—let Mr. Haſtings ſound 
the old Nabob, and I will go to work with the 
young one, who joins me this day. PEE 
We may continue our march on to Patna.— The 
rains will give us time to negotiate, to ſee we 
on ſure grounds, and make ſuch a plan of — 
alliance, as will do us honour, and be an advantage 
to our country and our employers ; — but let us 
not abandon the Nabob,—Beſides the reaſons I 
have urged above, one more ſtill remains, which 
I believe will haye ſome weight, and make us 
cautious how we attempt, without very ſtrong 
and urgent reaſons, any change in the preſent 
Jyſtem. | , 
Tou are well acquainted, Sir, with the cauſe 
which firlt gave riſe to the preſent ſhare of influence 
which we enjoy in this part of the Mogul's empire: 
—a juſt reſentment for injuries received, was the 
firſt motive which induced us to make a trial of our 
ſtrength ;—the eaſe with which we ſucceeded en- 
larged our views, and made us chearfully embrace 
all opportunities of increaſing-that intereſt and in- 
fluence, both on account of the advantages which 
accrued from it to the Honourable Company, as like- 
wiſe the hopes that it might in time prove a ſource 


of 


1 


of benefit and riches to our country. — Such were, 1 


believe, the motives of Colonel Clive's actions during 
his adminiſtration; ſuch, I believe, were the views 
of the Honourable Company, when they ſolicited 
and obtained Colonel Coote's regiment from the 
Government; and ſuch, I am certain, is the plan 
which the Colonel propoſes, on his return, to pur- 
ſue and to ſupport, in hopes to convince the Mini- 
ſry and the Company, as he is convinced himſelf, 
that if they pleaſe to ſupport his project, it will 
Pre of the greateſt advantage to the public. 

If I have ſtared our ſituation right, it follows, 


1 believe, of courſe, that we are bound with vigour 


to work on the ſame plan, to act on the ſame prin- 


ciples, and to keep up the ſyſtem as perfect and 
entire as it was left in our hands; that whatever 


reſolutions the Nation or the Company may come 
to, on Col. Clive's repreſentations, they may not 
be diſappointed, by finding here (at leaſt through 
our faults) any very material change in our ſitua- 
tion, power, or credit. 

One word more. All we can wiſh to do i is, not 
to ſuffer the Nabob to impoſe on us, and to check 
every beginning of an independence he may en- 
deavour to aſſume :—let us conſult and improve, on 
every occaſion that offers, the honour and advan- 
tage of our employers, and the increaſe of their 
trade and credit; and not let them ſuffer any addi- 
tional expence, on account of purſuing any plan, 
or ſupporting any ſyſtem whatever. By acting 
thus, I think we cannot err; we run at leaſt no 
riſk ; and I believe the Company's affairs may be 
conducted by us under this Suba, as much to their 


advantage and credit, as any other whom a revo- 


lution may place in the government. 

Incloſed, I have the honour to lend Mr. Amyati's 
laſt letter, received this morning. We have had, 
as * will ſee, another bruſn with 'the Prince's 

troops, 
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trodps; and with great ſucceſs v however, if the 
other plan goes on, we muſt put an end to this 
figkting ſyſtem, and talk coolly on affairs.—I ſhall 
expect the favour of your opinion with great im- 
tience z and have the honour to aſſure you that 
Jam, with perfect reſpect and eſteem, Sir, 
Four moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
ee 2H bah on 2290: JT ORNCAILLAUD. 


It is worth remarking, that in this letter we ſee 
many ſpecious arguments in favour of ſtill pre- 
ſerving this ſyſtem; apologies are made for the 
Suba's cruelties and oppreſſions ; and even an at- 
tempt made to extenuate his conduct in the Dutch 
affair; by? attributing it to his timidity.— Howſo- 
ever Colonel Clive was actuated to declare after- 
wards, the ſentiments ſet forth in this letter, yet 
the Memorial ſent to the Company, (ſome time 
after it happened) carried the teſtimony of convic- 
tion, (to his having called in the Dutch) ſigned by 
Colonel Clive and his whole council. Poſſibly we 
may be wrong; but ſtill we will not heſitate to 
ſay, that neither the pen nor tongue of a Cicero 
ſhould influence us to think, the moſt atrocious 
krximes and cruchties can admit of palliation, let 
the complexion or principles of that government 
be what they will. — much Jeſs vindicate the ſup- 
porting ſuch wickedneſs, let the advantages be 
ever ſo great to ourſelves. —Bur waving here theſe, 
and ſeveral other parts of this letter, we beg leave 
to refer you to our anſwer immediately following, 
where we think we have rendered the Whole invalid. 
It is more worthy remark, that all the arguments 
fo forcibly urged there, vaniſned on Governor 
Vanſittart's arrival at Fort William—withour, as 
ve remember, any material alteration in the face 
of affairs 3— for, after the flight of Cuddeim Hoſ- 
fein Khanz the rains ſet in, and a ſtop was pat to 
240025 | all 
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all operations of the field. It 1s true, things were 
growing worſe and 8 but that was no more 

an was foreſeen long before, as appears from 

r. Holwell's repea — urgent repreſentations, 
on his part, as well as on that of the Committee, 
though then without obtaining any due influence: 
nor will this be much wondered at, when we un- 
maſk the cauſe. The Major having undoubred 
reaſons to expect a change in the government of 
Calcutta, and that Mr. Vanſittart would probably 


arrive with us in July, or ſooner; it is but rational 


to think, that the Major rather choſe to be joined 
with Mr. Vanſittart, with whom he had been long 
connected in friendſhip, (than with Mr. Holwell, 
who was in a manner a ſtranger to him) in the ſub- 
verſion of a government which he ſaw muſt inevi- 
tably be brought on, bur at the ſame time thought 
would admit of delay. This muſt have been the 
plan of thinking adopted by him then, or his ſub- 
ſequent conduct in falling immediately into, and 
having ſo principal a part in depoſing Mhir Jaffiet 
Khan, muft-appear wholly unaccountable.—-Mefſrs. 
Holwell, Sumner, and Mac-Gwire, the majority 
of your Select Committee, very clearly ſaw through 
this diſguiſe ; tor they too had received intimation 
of Mr. Vanſitt art's appointment; and convinced 
that nothing could be effectually puſhed by their 
majority in the Committee, without having a con- 
curtence from the heart with the Commander in 
chief of your forces in the field, contented them- 
ſelves with remonſtrances on the unhappy ſituation 
of your affairs; —having no other alternative in 
their power. To the truth of this, we venture to 
refer to Mr. Sumner, now in England. 8 
Here we will beg leave to fay publicly, what we 
have often ſaid in private to ſome of your Court of 
Directors; If you would have your affairs con- 
ducted properly in Bengal, give your Commander 
in 


OB. ** 
2 2 Ee 


A 


> 9 


re eas ae 


PG. ts 4 nay it. — 


* 


—ů — — 
4 — 4 . = 


— — 


== 


„„ 


m chief, rank, title, emoluments, any thing to 
make him reſpectable in the eyes of that govern- 
ment, and your own forces; — but give him not a 
vote in your Committees or Councils: recent and 
melancholy proofs evince the impropriety of doing 
it, — There will ever be one ſet of political views in 
the cabinet, and another in the camp; and this 
inevitably muſt be the caſe :—if it had not been fo, 

ou would, in the month of May or June 1760, 
Lav been yourſelves Subas of Bengal, and now in 
_ poſſeſſion of between two and three millions ſterling 

per annum. | | | 


To Jonn CailLLavy, E.; 


Of OD Calcutta, June 14, 1760. 
ANY of the various reaſons you aſſign for 
our ſupporting this government, at all 
events, I ſhould moſt readily ſubmit to, were we 
at the {ame time in . ny ſituation of ſupporting. and 
conducting the Company's affairs with ſucceſs and 
honour, or indeed of conducting them at all. They 
are burthened with a military force at the expence 
of near 50,000 Rupees each month, their bare pay, 
beſides the immenſe charge of military ſtores, &c. 
The charges of their works, one month with an- 
other, amount to from 70 to ga, ooo Rupees. 
The Company's great ſupport, at this time, will be 
expected from their Bengal inveſtments; and if we 
return them this ſeaſon one ſhip's compleat cargo, 
it will be the utmoſt the preſent proſpect promiſes: 
for ſome time the buſineſs at their different Arungs 
has been at a ſtand; they have in a manner loſt 
their ſilk inveſtment for this ſeaſon. The balance 
of their treaſury, one lack and half only, without 
any hoges of - a material ſupply, we having uſed 
every means in our power to borrow on their ac- 
count without ſucceſs: In hourly — 

Their 


„ 


their credit ſuffering further diſgrace, from out 
inability to anſwer the ſeveral bills drawn on us 
from different quarters; in leſs than the ſpace of 
one month a diſgraceful ſtop muſt be put to the 
rogreſs of our new works; and I declare to you, 
ſer not where we ſhall get money for the pay of 
our troops in garriſon, and much Jeſs for the ſer- 
viee of the marine, and other current expences of 
the Preſidency.— I have no doubt but you will 
give due weight and attention to the foregoing real 


{tate of the Company's affairs; and from thence be 


convinced, that the ſupport of the preſent ſyſtem, 
until the Company's pleaſure is known, will reduce 
us to no ſyſtem at all; the more ſurely fo, as we 
have ſo little foundation to expect any ſupplies at 
all from them, by the ſhips of this ſeaſon. 


Had it ever been my wiſh or intention to have 


taken our ſupport from the preſent Nabob, and 
transfer it to any other, your arguments, in that 
caſe, would have all the weight with me they 
ſo greatly merit; but, I think, on a repreſentation 
of mine to you, and the copy of mine to Mr. 
Amyatt, you will ſee that was not my aim; for 
I concur minutely with your objections to ſuch a 
ſtep, and am very clear we ſhould. not mend our 
ſituation by a revolution in favour of any other, 
who would, as you truly obſerve, prove as bad as 
the preſent, and probably worſe :—But my views 
for the Company went much higher. That the 
country will never be in a ſettled, peaceful ſtate, 
whilſt this family is at the head of it, is a poſition 
I'lay down as inconteſtable; and that until the 
country enjoys that ſtate, the Company's affairs 
muſt, in conſequence, be daily approaching to 
certain ruin: I therefore judge we could never be 
poſſeſſed of a more juſt or favourable opportunity 
to carry into execution, what. muſt be done, I, 
plainly ſee, one. time or other, if the Company 
Wim have 
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have ever a ſecure footing in the provinces, to wit, 
Take this country into their own” hands, limiting 
ourſelves to the province of Bengal only, or ex- 
tending our views to thoſo of Bahar and Orixa, as 
on future debate might be thought molt eligible. 
The ſituation of the Prince at preſent is ſuch, that 
I am ſure he would readily and thankfully hearken 
to an overture from us, and without heſitation, 
grant a Phirmaund appointing the Company per- 
petual Subas of the province. His two Phir- 

maunds to me, as I before adviſed you, offered a 
Carte Blanche for the Company; and I dare fay, 
that to you was of the fame tenor, With reſpect 
to the validity of receiving a Phirmaund from him; 
I cannot think it poſſibly liable to impeachment z 
That he is the legal heir to the empire is beyond 
contradiction ; that Abdallah has proclaimed him 
Emperor, by the name of Shaw Allum, ordered 
Siccas to be ſtruck in his name, and called him to 
the throne, are truths which now I believe will 
admit of no doubt. But, on ſuppoſition things 
ſhould” come to the worlt, and the iſſue of them 
at laſt prove in favour of Shaw Jehawn, I conceive 
it would very little affect us, when once in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the provinces; for let the lot of empire 
fall to whom it will, the regular remittance of the 
ſtipulated revenues of the country, from which that 
court had hardly benefited ſince the time of Sujah 
Khan, would ſecure a confirmation, from whatever 
Prince fills the throne, if his eyes are open to his 
own intereft. | 
The foregoing favourable circumſtances conſi- 
dered, together with the preſent ſtate of the Com- 
pary's affairs, and the many juſt cauſes and provo- 
cations we certainly have againſt ſupporting this 
government any longer, can we, conſiſtently with 
our duty to the Company, diſregard: an overture, 
which in fact came firſt from the Prince, fo im- 
| | menſely 


19 ] 


tenſely advantageous to their affairs and tedound- 


ing ſo greatly to their honour ? - and by which we 
ſhould be ſufficiently enabled to prevent the French 
ever regaining a footing in Bengal, or even an en- 
trance to the country? Circumſtances we have 
moſt to apprehend from, of any thing that can 
poſſibly happen to the moleſtation and deſtruction 
of the Company's influence and concerns in India; 
for in ſuch an event, we ean, from experience, 
judge the aſſiſtance we ſhould receive from the pre- 
ſent government. b lν,— 
I have this moment received your favour of the 
Toth from Hybut Gunge, and think five or fix 


days will bring you near the city. As nothing 


material has happened, your obliging apology for 
not writing more frequently, was needleſs, for I can 
very ſoon account for every moment of your time, 
in ſuch troubleſome and forced marches. —T obſerve 
the - firſt freſh diſconragements which check the 


Prince's hopes; and yet I think if he gives us the 


Subadary, promotes — and his ſon to 
ſome conſiderable poſts, and takes them and their 
troops with him, and is joined by 4 or g00 of Eu- 
ropeans, with 2 or 3000 Seapoys, and à good field 
artillery, the reſult would be in his favour; and 
that, with theſe helps, he would gain the throne 
of his anceſtors : for though after the late fucceſs 
of che Morattors againſt Abdallalys Viſier, it might 
be imprudent in Sujah Dowlet to advance to the 
feuthward ; yet when he was joined by the Prince, 
with a formidable force, there would be no objec- 
tion to Sujah Dowlet's joining him with his whole 
power, in his march to Delly.— Think, Sir, how 
glorious a circumſtance for our Company and na- 
tion, to be aiding in ſo juſt and honourable a fer» 
vice] and what might they not both expect, if the 
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an event which a pears to me a moral certainty, 
ſuch a coalition — is guſt hinted at above. v7 
If matters ſhould: chance to come into treaty, a 
ratification of, Colonel Clive's Jagicr- muſt not be 
. Jam me; real eitcem, "PER, 
| „Inne obedient humble Servant, 
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1 5 far: 2 Lordſhip $ prior — bene 
treatment of Mr. Holwell, merited this tender 
conſideration, we leave to his Lordſhip's breaſt ;— 
and only remark, that this thought never occurred 
to his boſom friends, when they had it in their 
power to have ſcreened. him from much trouble 
and more e en 1 


To bares Auvare, Eſa; 


SIR. Calcutta, 3oth May, 1760. 
IN CE mine of the 25th, I have received a 
letter from Mr. Haſtings, encloſing abſtracts 

of one from Jugul Kiſſore, the Nabob's agent at 
Delly, to the Nabob, adviſing him of the Shaw 
Zadda being actually proclaimed King, and called 
to the throne by Abdallah; and that the Vizerut 
was ſent to Suza Dowla, who has already ſtruck 
Siccas in the Prince's name. If this incident is 

really fact, which appears probable enough om 
the many particulars recited in Jugul Kiſſore's let- 
ter, our proceedings will require the niceſt conduct 
at this conjuncture; and as we have hitherto op- 
poſed his arms, we muſt attone in future for ſuch 
oppoſition, by making our force as ſerviceable to 
him as. poſſible,—even by joining him with ſuch 
part of them as we can poſſibly ſpare, to aſſiſt him 
in ſecuring the peaceable poſſeſſion of the throne 
r can thereby San ſome eſſential Pants 


„ 
which we muſt now moſt aſſiduouſiy purſue, fot 


the Company's benefit; the ſucceſs and accom- 


pliſhment of which will greatly depend on yours 
and the Major's addreſs, to whom I ſhall encloſe 
copy of this, that you may act in concert on this 
occaſion for the public good. 

On ſuppoſition that the Prince is recognized 
Emperor by Abdallah, I do not fee how we can, 
conſiſtent with our duty to the Company, to natu- 
ral juſtice, or ſound politics, ſupport this family 
any longer againſt the Prince, without the moſt 
flagrant breach and violation of the laws of nations: 
Whilft his right remained doubtful, a pretext 
barely plauſible remained for our conduct; but 
this recognition of the Prince by Abdallah, and 
the principal Omrahs of this empire, diveſts us 
even of that pretext; and our perſiſting will lay 
us, I fear, not only liable to cenſure from the Com- 
pany, but from the whole world. 

That the Suba will labour to exculpate hitnſelf, 


by throwing the odium of the reſiſtance made tg 


the Prince in theſe daminions on us, I have not 
the leaſt doubt; of which there needs no ſtronger 
proof, than his ſecreting this extraordinary event, 
which on the inſtant he ſhould have communicated 


to me, by virtue of the treaty ſubſiſting between 


him and the Engliſh ; for all the intelligence of 
this affair I have from Mr. Haſtings only, who 
obtained the copy of Jugul Kiſſore's letter from 
the Moonſhee, contrary, he believes, to the Suba's 
1atentions ;—ſo that, on the whole, we may rea- 
fonably conclude, he is well advanced by this time 
in making his peace with the Prince at our ex- 
pence, and poſſibly at the price of the Company's 
ruin ;—in which he muit be countermined without 
loſs of time, and every piece of treachery carefully 
narded againſt, which either he or his ſon, we 
w, are capable of projecting againſt our troops, 
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or us. T yeſterday received a letter from the old 
Nabob, deſiring me to order part of Captain 
Fiſther's command to Midnapore, for the ſecurity 
of that place, and collection of the revenues; 
which in my anſwer I abſolutely refuſed, alledging 
for reaſon that his own people were fully equal to 
that ſervice, and that I could not think of makin 
any further difperſion of our troops, at a tims 
when we might daily expect an enemy in the river. 

— We cannot be too much upon our guard againſt 
this government, at this very critical period, for I 
perfectly know it capable of the molt ſuperlative 

aſeneſs and treache 

All theſe particulars premiſed and duly conſi- 
dered, the plan for our immediate conduct obvi- 
ouſly preſents itſelf. The Prince's reſentment to 
this family is ſuch, that I am convinced the firſt 
overture from us would be moſt readily embraced 
by him and his Miniſters, that now we ſhall have 
it in our own power to make our own terms for 
the Company; and that if we lofe this opportunity, 
it is evident to me weſhall never get another; and that 
the Company muſt ever remain on the moſt preca- 
rious and dangerous footing in this country. 

The terms to be laboured for, which now occur 
to me, are, 1ſt, The Subadary of Bengal, com- 
priſing Sicch- gully, or Telliagurry, for the Com- 
pany.— ad, Their Governor, for the time being, 
to bear the title of Suba, or Nizam of the pro- 
vinces.— gd, Mr. Law and his troops to be deli- 
vered up to us. — 4th, No other Europcan power 
whatever to be allowed to hold or maintain a fortifi- 
cation or troops in the province. th, An abſolute 
grant, or phirmaund, for the ſecurity of our Salt- 
petre farm, free from all caveats and difficulties.— 
6th, A ratification of our treaties with Surajad 
Dowla, and the preſent Suba.—yth, Full indemni- 
. ion and acquittal to che Company, for all our 

antient 


1 


antient phirmaunds, grants, and privileges, and 


full confirmation of the ſame to the company. 


8th, A letter to be obtained from the Emperor to 
the King of Great-Britain, ſetting forth the parti- 
culars of all theſe grants to his ſubjects. 

On our ſide we engage, iſt, To make due and 
regular remittance to court, of the ſtipulated reve- 
nues of the province. — ad, To quit the protection 
of the preſent family in the government. 3d, To 


pay obedience to all orders iſſuing from the throne; 


and 4th, To join the Prince with all the troops we 
can poſſibly ſpare from the defence of the Com- 
pany's poſſeſſions: but this laſt article to be avoid- 
ed, if practicable. 

If you, jointly with Major Caillaud, think the 
foregoing plan can be carried into execution, con- 
ſiſtent wich the Company's ſafety and advantage, the 
ſame ſhall be laid before the Board, and proper 
powers tranſmitted to you if it meets with their 
approval. If you judge it impracticable, favour 
me with your ſentiments, and point out what other 
probable ſcheme we can adopt; to extricate the 
Company's affairs from the difficulties and ob- 
ſtructions they labour under. I am, Sir, 

Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
* 


70 the Hon. Joun ZEPH. HoLWELL. 


SIR, Camp at Paunch-ruckee, June 26, 1760. 


INCE I had the pleaſure to apprize you of 
Captain Knox's ſucceſs againſt Caudim Hoſ- 
ſein Khan, I have croſſed the river with the Na- 
bob, and have been in full purfuit of the ſame 
enemy for ſeveral days paſt. Encumbered by his 
treaſure, and a great quantity of baggage, he was 
very much impeded in his retreat, and retired ſo 
ſlow from us, that yeſterday morning, after a 
22 G 2 march 
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march of ſix hours, we found ourſelves in ſight 
of his rear- guard. Adviſed of our approach, he 
had then juſt ſtruck his camp, wherein he left 
twelve very ſmall pieces of cannon; and without 
ſeeming to obſerve us, continued on his way about 
three coſs further, with our army following him. 
At the extremity of a large plain, bordered by a 
thick grove, and three or four villages, which 
covered part of his troops, he made a halt, and 
drew up his cannon, We did the fame upon the 
plain, and a mutual cannonading enſued. Pre- 
vious to this, I had ſent repeated meſſages to the 
Nabob (who remained a eonſiderable diſtance in 
our rear). immediately to diſpatch a body of ca- 
valry, to ſtop them and keep them in play, and. 
not ſuffer ſo fair an occaſion to be irretrievably 
loſt ; urging, at the fame time, how impoſſible it 
was for men on foot, fatigued with a long march, 
to attempt to purſue horie : but he continued deaf 
to my remonſtrances, and inftead of ſending me 
che leaſt aſſiſtance, formed kis troops above a mile 
in our rear, and there waited looking on until the 
enemy guitted the held. From the commence- 
ment of the cannonading until the firing ceaſed, it 
was about four hours. Little execution was done 
on either ſide. Iwo or three times they appeared 
in a large body, coming down upon us; but on 
our advancing, immediately retreated. We drove 
them from the villages, and they abandoned to us 
{even more pieces of cannon, and as many camels 
leaded with rockets. During the action, which 
very probably was a feint, for that very purpoſe, 
they tound means to unload, all their hackeries of 
their treaſure, Genanah, and other valuable effects, 
to. place them. upon camels and elephants, with 
which they went oft, and axe now far enough out 
of our reach, All their empty hackeries they alſo. 
left, behind them. Nothing could induce ne. 


128 ] 

böb, even after all was over, to ſend a body of 
horſe to intercept them in their retreat, which 
might have been effected with very little hazard. 
I marched ſeven caſs after them this morning, but 
found they had left their camp, and departed in 
the night. I have the honour to be, with equal 

reſpect and eſteem, Sir, 
Your moft obedient, humble ſervant, 
JOHN CAILLAUD: 


To PETER AMyaTT, ES; 


SIR, July x, 1760. 
IN expectation of hearing more particularly from 
| you, on the Major's arrival with you, I defer- 

red hitherto replying to your favour of the 12th 
but now tender you my beſt thanks for that, and 
another of the 19th, with its duplicate. 

We may ſay, very truly, that we have not 
gained much by this wildgooſe campaign. The 
Prince and his friends have gained lets, except we 
roſs them a drubbing or two into their ſcale. Knox 
is a brave fellow, and I dare ſay the Major will 
fEniſh Cudheim Hoſſein Khan, as you phraſe it, if 
he does bur ftay, and give him as fair an oppor- 
tunity. But pray, after all, what 1s to be the end 
of all theſe .marches, -counter-marchings, drub- 
bings, &c. ? Methinks we ſeem fo keen after this 
royal game, as never once to recolleft, that the 


Company muſt ſtarve, if we find them no other 


amuſement; we will ſuppoſe Cudheim Hoſſein 
Khan finiſhed, and the Prince driven out of the 
country, with all his adherents, until the rains 
break up; when, in all human probability, the 


fame royal hunt begins again, and ſo on, ad infi- 


nitum, whilſt the Company have nothing but ruin 
in proſpect. No money, no goods, no credit even 
wath that government we are ſupporting; which 
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on the contrary, in place of advancing, in this dife 


treſſed ſtate of our affairs, obſtructs and embarraſſes 


us on every occaſion, | in the collection of the 


Tunckas which are our due, and is capable of re- 
fuſing us a perwannah for a year or two's chinam 
to finiſh our new works. And to form to you a 
compleat idea of Mahomet Jaffier Aly Khan, he 
is now, at this very juncture, whilſt we are riſking 
our own throats to ſave his, in ſecret negociation 
with the Morattors, to introduce a body of 25 or 
30,000 of them into the provinces. He has agreed 
to pay them 12 lack in three months; a conſiderable 
ſum was near being advanced to them, when he 
was informed I had intelligence of it, and then he 
dropped it. Muſſaloode Mahomet Khan was diſ- 
patched to Cuttack, with two other Morattors, to 
finiſh this buſineſs. 

I am ſorry the Mayor's ſentiments and yours ſeem 
to differ from my own, reſpecting the neceſſity we 
are under of ſupporting this government, at all 
events and in all circumſtances. I mult confeſs, 
my reaſon is not at all convinced of this obliga- 
tion. If this muſt hold until the Company's plea- 
ſure be known, it can hold on no other terms, 
than the Nabob's making over ſome other parts of 
the country, that will fully reimburſe the expence 
of the troops; for by Heaven! we ſhall not be 
able 8 pay them two months longer. I am truly, 

ir, | 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
J. Z. H. 


To Mr. WARRENJ HAS TIN GS. 


SIR, Fort William, 16th July, 1760, 

OUR obliging letter of the 12th reached me 

8 only this morning, as alſo yours to the Select 

Committee. The ſudden death of the young — 
| 0 
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beb-is very ſtriking, and muſt, I think, occafion 


gommotions in the provinces. Had Providence 


thought proper to have appointed, by the ſame 


flaſh, Rajah Raagebullub to attend him to the 
Scher world, the eduntry would have had a double 
benefit. Mhiran's troops, returning under his 


command, I think will prove bad politics. 

has been at the bottom, the great cauſe of the long 
diſſentions between Mhiran and his father; and the 
young Nabob's troops, we pretty well know, have 
neither affection for the old Nabob, nor can put 
faith or confidence in him. My reign is ſhort, 
(I concewe Mr. Vanſittart will arrive with us in ten 
days the fartheſt) however, ſhort as it is, I would 
willingly employ the laſt hour of it for the advan- 
tage of the public : ſhall therefore tranſmit with 
this that advice to the old Nabob, which .appears 


to me moſt eſſential for his ſervice at this juncture, - 


and what will, I think, prove moſt conducive.to 
the ſettling the peace and tranquillity of his coun- 
try, Copy of my Jetter to the old Nabob I incloſe 
you; my plan, you will obſerve, is ſhort, and 
eaſily to be effected, now his ſon is gone to wit, 
to throw himſelf into the arms of Mhir Coſſim Aly 


Khan and Roy Doolub; and diſmiſs from his 


Councils thoſe two vipers, Aga Salah of Cuttack, 
and Rajah Bullob, as well as chat infamous inſtru- 


ment of his eruclties, Chuccon. 


Lou will ſignify to the Nabob, that, on the re- 
ceipt of your letter, I paid every cuſtomary com- 


pliment to his ſon's memory, ſuch as minute guns, 


colours of the fort and ſhips. hoiſted half maſt, &c. 


and have wrote him alſo a ſeparate letter of condo- 


lance on this melancholy occaſion. I am, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
1 
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P. §. You will obſerve, that in my letter to tho 
Nabob, I have as yet only mentioned Coſſim Aly 
Khan to him. | | | 


Thus far advanced, we think it eſſentially pro- 
er to lay the whole progreſs of this revolution be- 
re you, even to the minuteſt circumſtance. 

To give governor Vanſittart a full knowledge of 
the preſent ſituation of the provinces, and ſtate of 
the Company's affairs, the correſpondence and me- 
morial were preferred to his peruſal and conſidera- 
tion, together with all letters received, as well from 
the country powers as others. The. reſult was a 
declaration from him, that one or other of Mr. 
Holwell's plans muſt be purſued, without loſs of 


time, to ſave the Country and Company from im- 
pending ruin.—Colonel Caillaud was immediately 


ordered from Patna to join our Councils—he ar- 
rived. Three or four — produced, from the 
Governor, a long ſtatement of the preſent face of 
affairs, and the neceſſity of adopting meaſures 
therein propoſed, which were in a manner literally 
taken from the correſpondence and memorial, and 
obtained the ſanction and concurrence of Colonel 
Caillaud, and the majority not only of the com- 
mittee, but of the council alſo. 

At this period Mr. Holwell received frequent 
letters from Mhir Mahomet Coſſim Aly Khan, 
containing the ſtrongeſt profeſſions and aſſurances in 
favour. of the Company, if, by our ſupport, he 
was promoted to the ſucceſſion of the Dewannee, 
and other poſts enjoyed by the late Chuta Nabob, 
his brother-in-law. Theſe letters were duly com- 
municated to Mr, Vanſittart, to whom he likewiſe 
wrote, but with more reſerve, - imagining Co- 
Jone] Caillaud had ſwayed him in favour of Rajah 
Raagebullob, though without any real mort BY 
Tels, | ſac 
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ſuch ſuſpicion. Theſe matters being debated in 
committee, it was Judged eligible to obtain per- 
miſſion for Coſſim Aly Khan's paying a viſit to 
Calcutta; a circumſtance he himſelf had intimated, 


in a letter to the Governor and Mr. Holwell ; the 
times gave good pretence for it, to wit, adjuſting 


the operations of the next campaign, and finally 
ſettling the accounts of the Tunka's. To gain this 
point, the Governor and Mr. Holwell wrote to the 
Suba with good ſucceſs ; Coſſim Aly Khan had per- 
miſſion to come to Calcutta, and left the city ſome 
days after, and arrived with us about the 20th of 
September. 

The uſual ceremonies over, he had a private 
conference or two with the Governor; but ſtill 
forming doubts of his being influenced by Colonel 
Caillaud, kept himſelf much on the reſerve; the 
Governor expoſtulared with him on ſo improper a 
conduct. To this he replied, that he had the 


ſtrongeſt reaſons ro conclude the new Colonel was 


his enemy; and therefore deſired Mr. Holwell 
might be deputed to have a conference with him, 
to whom he could open his whole heart with con- 


fidence and freedom; to which the Governor gave 


a ready aſſent, 
Mr. Holwell being well apprized that Coja Pe- 


truſe (to whom the Company owed much in the 


laſt revolution, but much more in this) had the 
greateſt weight with, and influence over Coſſim 
Aly Khan, had ſecured him on the ſide of the 
Company ; and at a private interview with him, 
at Mr. Holwell's garden, on the ſame day of the 
conference between the Governor and Coflim Aly 


Khan, Mr. Holwell formed a rough plan of the - 


terms which mult be inſiſted on — the Company, 
in lieu of the protection and ſupport given to Coſ- 
fim Aly Khan; which Petruſe engaged he would 
promote, to the utmoſt of his power and influence. 

The 
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the reſult of the conference. 


191 


The next morning, the 24th of September, Mr. 
Holwell communicated his conference with Petruſe, 
and laid the rough plan before the Governor and 
Select Committee, who approved of it, with little 
variation; and the 25th was appointed for the 
conference between him and Coſſim Aly Khan.— 
They met at ſeven, and about nine Mr. Holwell 
received a meſſage from the Governor, intimating, 
that the Select Committee was going to ſit, and 
would continue ſitting until he joined them with 


After the uſual compliments, and many grateful 
acknowledgments on the part of Coſſim Aly Khan, 


for the many inſtances of friendſhip he had re- 


ceived from Mr. Holwell, during his government, 
the ſcene in point opened; when, with very little 
heſitation, he diſcovered his views were more ex- 
tenſive than had been imagined. He urged the 
repeated treacherous conduct of the Suba and the 
late young Nabob to the Engliſh, who had been 
not only their Creators, but their ſupport and pre- 
ſervers; expatiated on their cruelties and murders, 
and the univerſal abhorrence of the people againſt 
the Suba and his houſe; dwelt much on his per- 
fonal ingratitude to himſelf, in two attempts which 
he had made on his life, at the inſtigation of the 
late young Nabob ;—exclaimed againſt the ſecret 
negociation he had carried on with the Shaw Zadda 


and the Dutch ;—communicated the private orders 


he had received from the Suba, when he was ſent 
down againſt: the Dutch, to favour them, in con- 
tradiction to the public ones, tranſmitted by the 
Suba at that time to Mr. Holwell; cloſing this 
introduction with laying, that the Suba was inca- 
= of government; that no faith or truſt could 

put in him; and that, if he was not taken off, 


it would never be in his power to render the 


Company 


1 


8 thoſe ſervices which he had ſo much at- 


Mr. Holwell, who little expected a preliminary 


of this kind, expreſſed much aſtoniſhment and ab- 
horrence at the overture—and replied, «© That 
& howſoever little the Suba deſerved conſideration, 
« yet that the honour of the Company, and the 
« Engliſh name, forbid our hearkening to any 
attempts againſt his life or dignity z that care 


< would be taken, neither he nor his evil miniſters: 
< ſhould in future have power either to injure him, 


ce the Company, or his Country, in the manner he 
had already done; but that unleſs: he (Coſſim 
« Aly Khan) dropped all mention, as well as every 
intention and attempt of the meaſure he had 
&« intimated, the conference muſt end there.” To 


this he acquieſced, but with evident diſſatisfaction 


of countenance; and only added, that as he had 


no ſupport but the Engliſh, he muſt ſubmit to their 
meaſures; but feared Mr. Holwell was not fo 


much his friend as he hoped and expected, 


This obſtruction being removed, buſineſs and 


much altercation took place; none preſent but 
Coſſim Aly Khan, Mr. Holwell, Ceja-Petruſe, 
and Coſſim Aly Khan's head Moonſhee (or Perſian 
ſecretary); and after debate on each article, the 
following were agreed to. 

Iſt, That Coſſim Aly Khan ſhall be inveſted 
with the Dewannee, be declared Chuta Nabob, 
and ſucceſſor in the Subaſhip ro Mhir Jaffier Aly 
Khan, and enjoy all the poſts poſſeſſed by the bato 
young Nabob. 


2d, That all acts of the government ſhall run 


under the ſeal of, and in the name of —— Mhir 
Jaffier Aly Khan; but the executive power ſhould 
reſt in Coſſim Aly Khan; the dignity of the Suba 
to remain inviolable in the perſon of the former, 
| with 
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witk an allowance of one Lack of Rupees per 
menſem, for the ſupport of his houſhold, &c. ex- 
pences. | | | Rob. 
- 2d, That Coflim Aly Khan ſhall pay and make 
the balance of the Tunka's, as lately ad- 
uſted with Omid Roy, on the part of Jaffier Aly 
Khan. . At $61 
Ath, That the Company ſhall keep up a ſtand- 
ing force, for the defence of the government and 
provinces, conſiſting of 8000 Seapoys, 2000 Eu- 
ropean Foot, 2000 Country Cavalry, and 500 
European Horſe. 


5th, That to enable the Company to keep up 


the above ſtanding force, the countries of Burdo- 
maan, Midnapore, Chittygang, and half the an- 
nual produce of the Chinam at Sillet, ſhall be 
ceded to the Company in perpetuity. 892 
Ihe above five articles contain the full tenor and 
eſſentials of the treaty, though not a literal copy of 
it.—fA ſixth article, preſſed by Mr. Holwell, That 
Coflim Aly Khan ſhould concur with the Engliſh 
in acknowledging the rights of the Shaw Zadda to 
the throne of Indoſtan, was left dormant, and to 
be adjuſted as future events ſhould point out. 

By one o'clock in the afternoon, Mr. Holwell 
attended the Committee, with the articles agreed 
to by Coſſim Aly Khan, which met the unanimous 
approval of the members. At this committee it 
was moved and requeſted by the Governor, and 
backed by the Commitree, That Mr. Holwell 
would accompany” the Colonel (who was ordered 
to return to Patna) as far as the city, with joint 
powers from the Committee, to carry the foregoing 
articles into execution amicably, if poſſible, other- 
wiſe to force the Suba to a compliance. To this 
purpoſe they were to be accompanied by a detach- 
ment of 200 Europeans, 4 pieces of field artillery, 
and 5 or 600 Seapoys, under the command of 

, Major 


9 


Major Yorke, on pretence of reinforcing the tr 
at Patna. | 
This ſervice was peremptorily refuſed by Mr. 
Holwell, for the following reaſons :—Fuſt, He ſaw 
no ſufficient neceſſity for it. Secondly, He was pre- 
determined to reſign the ſervice as ſoon as the treaty 
was ſigned. Thirdly, He muſt have been ſecond 
only in the commiſſion with the Colonel; a cha- 
racter he could by no means fubmit to, under a 
— he had ſo lately commanded; a circum- 
ce which would have rendered Mr. Holwell of 
little weight or conſequence at the city.— On his 
refuſal, the Governor declared he would go up 
himſelf with the Colonel, on pretence of paying 
the firſt viſit to the Suba. 
I be 26th and 27th of September paſſed in con- 
ferences between the Governor and Coſſim Aly 
Khan, in drawing the treaty out fair, and adjuſt- 
ing meaſures touching the carrying it into exec u- 
tion. The 27th, at night, a Committee was held 
at the Governor's houſe, and the treaty inter- 
ohangeably ſigned by the Committee on the one 


part, and by Mhir Mahomet Coſſim Aly Khan 


Bahadr on the other. The 28th, he made an 
entertainment for the Governor and Council ; and 
the 29th, in the morning, took his leave, and de- 


parted for the city. The ſame morning Mr. Hol- 


— his leave of the Board, and reſigned the 
vice. 22 
Major Yorke, with his detachment, marched a 
few days after, with inſtructions to arrive at the city 


a day or two after Coſſim Aly Than, that he might 


be near enough to protect him, if chere ſhould be 
occaſion. The Governor and the Colonel followed 
ſoon after, and arrived at the eity with the detach- 
ment, and took. up their quarters at Moradbaag, 
on the oppaſite. fide of the river to Moorſhnadabad. 
But here we will. take uꝑ the thread * = 
3 eta 


4 2 U rere * al * . 
IT — — . — . — — > IE. — © 


rr. . r 
2 = . a »* > . 


« 
"| 
1 
$1 
5 
14 
„ 
if 
; 
74 


=. * 
a 2 — 2 EIS 


[ 94] 


detail from Mr. Vanſittart's own words, in his re- 


monſtrance to the Board of Calcutta, of which we 


Inckily have a copy, beginning where he leaves off, 
with the murder of Aly V errdee Khan's _ 
already ſpoken to,—— 
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« Executions of this kind had made the Nabob 
the dread or the deteſtation of all good men ; 


and he neceſſarily became a prey to people of 


mean extraction and abject diſpoſitions, who 
knowing that a government ſo managed could 
not ſtand long, ſought only to make themſelves 
rich by oppreſſions of all ſorts upon the country 
and inhabitants. To the heavy taxes laid by 


them on markets, is aſcribed the preſent unuſual 


ſcarcity and dearneſs of proviſions at the city, 
the capital of a country once eſteemed the moſt 

lentiful in the world. The perſons who have 
had the chief ſhare in this bad management are, 
Keenooram, Moniloll, and Checon, all of. low 


birth, and the two firſt the menial ſervants of 
Jaffier Aly Khan, before he came to the Subah- 


hip. Theſe managed ſo, as to engage him 
continually in idle or vicious amuſements, keep- 
ing him by that means in utter ignorance of his 
affairs, and in a ſtate of indifference as to their 
ſucceſs. No money came to his treaſury, at the 


ſame time nothing was paid to his army, inſo- 


much that his troops mutinied, and ſurrounded 


his palace in a tumultuous manner, threatening 


to take away his life; which they certainly 


would have done, had not his ſon-in-law, the 


preſent Coſſim Aly Khan, become anfwerable, 
and paid them a very large ſum out of his own 
treaſury. This happened laſt June: and if the 
imminent danger with which his perſon was 
threatened on this occaſion, awakened him for a 
moment, no ſooner was it removed again to a 
—_— than he fell back into the * 
co wil 
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& which had ſo long poſſeſſed him; the fame un 


«worthy miniſters remained ſtill his only coun- 
« ſellors, and continued in the management of his 
« affairs to the laſt day of his adminiſtration ; 
„ which he left in ſo confuſed and impoveriſhed a 
« ſtate, that in all human appearance another 
« month could hardly have run through, before 
« he would have been cut off by his own Seapoys, 
c and the city became a ſcene of plunder and diſ- 
« order, the Nabob having made no further pro- 
c“ viſion for the payment of the long arrears due 
« to his people, after Coſſim Aly Khan had freed 
« him from his former extremity. This danger 
„ he could not but foreſee, and more than once 
declared his apprehenſions, yet had not the 
« power to exert the neceſſary means for prevent» 

« ing it, but ſunk the deeper into dejection. 

_ « Beſides this inteſtine danger to which the go- 
« vernment was expoſed, two armies were in the 
“ field, and waiting only the fair weather to ad- 
% yance, the Shaw Zadda towards Patna, and the 
« Beerboon Rajahs of Biſſenpoor, Ramgur, and 
% the other countries bordering upon the moun- 
« tains, were ready to ſhake oft their dependance, 
% and had already offered conſiderable ſupplies to 
d the Beerboon Rajah. The Rajah of Carrucki- 
„ poor had committed open hoſtilities,, and 
« taken poſſeſſion of all the country about Boggle- 
tc poor, which entirely ſtopped the communication 
tc between the two provinces on that ſide of the 
« river z in a word, the whole country ſeemed ripe 
« for an univerſal revolt, thoſe parts only excepted, 
c whoſe natural weakneſs or neighbourhood with 
the city intimidated them from taking up arms. 
«© To encounter all theſe difficulties, there was 
« nothing but troops without pay, from whom 
<« therefore no great efforts could be expected: 
of this a very recent inſtance occurs in the de. 
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„ tachment which was ordered a gainſt the Beers 
boon Rajah, three months 2 the Nabob's 
abdication, but never advanced more than three 
coſs from the city; in which ſituation it conti- 
nued upon my arrival there. 

« All who are now in Bengal, and a 
with the tranſactions of the government, will bear 
witneſs that this 1s a true deſcription of facts: 
and all who are convinced of the facts, will 
certainly agree, that affairs were at an extremity 
no longer to be neglected without manifeſt dan- 
ger of having the provinces over- run, and the 
trade entirely ruined. I was reſolved therefore 


to uſe my utmoſt endeavours to get theſe bad 


miniſters removed; and judging it might be dif- 
ficult to prevail on the Nabob to part with his 
favourites without ſome degree of violence, I 
brought with me a detachment of Europeans and 
Seapoys, under pretence of ſending them with 
Colonel Caillaud, to reinforce the army at 
Patna. 

* arrived, with the Colonel, at Coſſimbuzar, 
the 14th of October, and the next day the Na- 
bob paid us a viſit, The 16th we went to the 
city and returned the viſit: on the 18th, the 
Nabob came to Moradbaag, by appointment, 


to talk upon buſineſs. In the converſation which 


I had wink. him, in the two. former meetings, 1 
had taken occaſion to repreſent to him, in gene- 
ral terms, the bad management of his miniſters, 
the miſeries and univerſal diſaffection of the 
country, and the deſperate ſtate of his, as well 
as the Company's affairs. In order to give 
him a more full and clear view of the evils 
brought on through the'weakneſs of his admi- 
niſtration, and to point out the means for their 
removal, I had prepared three letters, which, 
after a ſhort and friendly introduction, I deli- 
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vered to him; of which tranſlations are hereunto 
annexed, 0 J 
«© The Nabob ſeemed much affected by the 
peruſal of the letters, but endeavoured more to 
put an end to the conference, than to propoſe a 
remedy to the evils. I, however, prevailed on 
him to ſend for his dinner to Muradbaag, and 
in a manner inſiſted on his coming to ſome de- 
termination for the immediate reform of the go- 
vernment. At length, he confeſſed himſelf, 
through age and grief for the late loſs of his 


ſon, incapable of ſtruggling alone againſt ſo 


many difficulties. He deſired he might have 
time to conſult with his friends. I told him, 
the men with whom he had lately adviſed were 
not his friends, but his greateſt enemies; that 
his returning again into the midſt of them, would 
only be the means of augmenting his difficulties, 
that he had much better take the aſſiſtance of 
one from among his relations, on whoſe true 
attachment and fidelity he might more ſafely 
rely. He named five or fix, and amongſt them 
Coſſim Ally Cawn. I aſked him, which of that 
number was moſt fit to aſſiſt him in his preſent 
exigencies? He replied, without any heſitation, 
that Coſſim Ally Cawn was the moſt proper 


nevertheleſs, it was with the utmoſt difficulty I 


could prevail on him to ſend for him, and fo 


very late that, before Coſſim Ally Cawn could 


arrive, the old Nabob was extremely fatigued, 
and in ſuch a ſtate of anxiety, that I could not 
refuſe his return home to take his reſt. I was 
convinced indeed, it was to no purpoſe to de- 


tain him, for ſuch was the jealouſy he diſcovered 


with reſpect to Coſſim Ally Cawn, that I ſaw 
he never would conſent, without ſome fort of 
force, to give the other the means of reſtoring 
order to his affairs. An hour or two after the 
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Nabob's departure, Coſſim Ally Cawn arrived, 
and ſeemed to be extremely apprehenſive, that 
the Nabob, inſtead of truſting him with the 
management of his affairs, would'endeavour by 
ſome means or other to get rid of him. I agreed 
therefore in opinion with him, that he ſhould 
not go to the Nabob's houſe, until meaſures 
were taken for his ſecurity, We reſolved, how- 
ever, to give the Nabob the next day, the 19th, 
to reflect upon the letters before-mentioned, in 
hopes that he would propoſe ſome means of re- 
gulation. I heard nothing from him all day, 
but found by my intelligence, that he had been 
in council with his old adviſers, Keenooram,. 
Monilot and Checon, whoſe advice I was ſure 
would be contrary to the welfare of the country 
in general, and that of the Company in particu- 
lar. I determined therefore to act immediately 
on the Nabob's fears. There could not be a- 
better opportunity than that the night of the 
19th afforded, it being the concluſion of the 
Gentoo feaſt, when all the principal people of 
that Caſt would be pretty well fatigued with 
their ceremonies. Accordingly. I agreed with. 
Caillaud, that he ſhould croſs the river with the 


' detachment,. between three and four in the morn- 


ing, and having joined Coflim- Ally Cawn and: 
his people, march to the Nabob's palace, and 


ſurround it juſt at day-break, being extremely 


deſirous to prevent any diſturbance or blood- 
ſhed. I wrote a letter to the Nabob, a tranſla- 
tion of which is annexed, and delivered it to the 
Colonel, to ſend in to him at ſuch a time as he 
ſhould think moſt expedient. Meafures were 
taken, at the ſame time, for ſeizing the perſons. 
of Keenooram, Monilot and Checon, my in- 
tention being only to remove theſe three un- 


«- worthy mini:ters,. and place Coſſim Ally Cawn 
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in the full management of all the affairs, in qua- 
lity of deputy and ſucceſſor to the Nabob. The 
neceſſary preparations being accordingly made 
with all the care and ſccreſy poſſible, the Colonel 
embarked with the troops, joined Coſſim Ally 
Cawn, without the leaſt alarm, and marched 
into the court-yard of the palace juſt at the 

roper inſtant. The gates of the inner court 
* ſhut, the Colonel formed his men without, 
and ſent my letter to the Nabob, who was at firſt 
in a great rage, and long threatened he would 
make what reſiſtance he could, and take his fate. 
The Colonel forbore all hoſtilities, and ſeveral 
meſſages paſſed between him and the Nabob. 
The affair remained in this doubtful ſtate about 
two hours, when the Nabob, finding his per- 


ſifting was to no purpoſe, ſent a meſſage to Col- 


ſim Ally Cawn, informing him, he was ready 
to ſend him the ſeals and all the enſigns of dig- 
nity, and to order the Nobut to be ſtruck up in 
his name; provided he would agree to take the 
whole charge of government upon him, to diſ- 
charge all the arrears due to the troops, to pay 
the uſual revenues to the King, to ſave his life 
and honour, and give him an allowance ſufficient 
for his maintenance. All theſe conditions being 
agreed to, Coſſim Ally Cawn was proclaimed 
and the old Nabob came out to the Colonel, de- 
claring that he depended on him for his life. 
The troops then took poſſeſſion of all the gates, 
and notice being ſent to me, I immediately re- 


“ paired to the palace, and was met by the old 


& 


Nabob in the gateway. He aſked, if his per- 
fon was ſafe, which ſeemed now to be all his 
concern. I told. him, that not only his perſon 
was ſafe, but his government too, if he pleaſed, 
of which it was never intended to deprive him. 
The Nabob anſwered, that he had no more 
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buſineſs at the city ; that he ſhould be in con- 
tinual danger from Coſſim Ally Cawn ; and that 
if he was permitted to go and live in Calcutta, 
he ſhould be extremely happy and contented. 
Though I could not help lamenting his ſudden 
fall, I was not ſorry for this propoſal, as I knew 
affairs would be much better managed without 
him ; and his retaining a ſhare of the authorit 
(however ſmall) could not fail to cauſe ſuch 
perplexities, as might prove, in ſo critical and 
dangerous a juncture, of the worſt conſequences 
to the adminiſtration. Coſſim Ally Cawn was ac- 
cordingly ſeated on the Muſnud, and I paid him 
my congratulations in the uſual form. All the 
Jemmadars and perſons of diſtinction at the city 
came immediately, and made their acknowledg- 
ments to the new Suba; and in the evening 
every thing was as perfectly quiet, as if there 
had been no change. The people in general 
ſeemed much pleaſed with this revolution, which 
had this pecular felicity attending it, that it was 
brought about without the leaſt diſturbance in 
town, or a drop of blood ſpilt. 

« The Nabob did not think himſelf ſafe even 
for one night in the city. Coſſim Ally Cawn 
ſupplied him with boats, and permitted him to 
take away as many of his women as he deſired 
(which he did to the number of about fixty) 
with a reaſonable quantity of jewels. I fur- 
niſhed him with a ſtrong eſcort of Europeans 
and Seapoys, and intended to lodge him at He- 
rajeel, but he would not truſt himſelf there, 
and begged he might ſleep in his boats cloſe to 
Muradbaug, which he accordingly did. He 
continued at Muradbaug the next day, and in 
the evening I viſited him with Colonel Caillaud. 
He appeared then pretty eaſy, and reconciled to 
the loſs of a power which he owned to be rather 
| a burthen 
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ct a burthen than pleaſure, and too much for his abi- 
« lities to manage ſince the death of his ſon; and 
ce the enjoyment of the reſt of his days in ſecurity, 
“ under the Engliſh protection, ſeemed to be the 
e chief object of his wiſhes. 

On the morning of the 22d, he ſet out for 
“ Calcutta, and arrived there on the 29th. He 
« was met by a deputation from the Council, and 
« treated with every mark of reſpect due to his 
e former dignity.” C 


And now having compleated our taſk, we think 
it neceſſary to requeſt your indulgence for any in- 
accuracies and imperfections that may appear in 
this haſty performance, begun only the laſt Satur- 
day,” and printed the Wedneſday atter, under many 
difficulties, by the attacks againſt this revolution 
appearing ſo late; which has laid us under the 
neceſſity of omitting, for want of time, many other 
12 vouchers: however, we think we have 
fully evinced the indiſpenſable neceſſity which 
moved your ſervants to this meaſure; and hope we 
have cleared it from the imputation of «unparalleled 
infamy, and the many other indecent and unbecom- 
ing reflections thrown out by hot-brained reſent- 
ment againſt it.—If we have. done that, and en- 
abled you to judge, at the enſuing criſis, with 
candour and propriety - our labour is not in vain. 
lf we have not, we are ſorry we have given our- 
ſelves and you this uſeleſs trouble. A few ſhort 
reflections, and we come to a cloſe.—Had the 
heads of father and fon been taken off at the pe- 
riod of the Dutch conteſt, in November 1760, as 
juſtice and honour called for; (and why it was not 
done, let the world judge) and that opportunity 
taken of acknowledging the Shaw Zadda, and 
receiving the Subaſhip of Bengal from him for the 
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| Company ; (or the next opportunity, when urged 
by Mr. Holwell)—happy would have been the 
iſſue to the Company and the nation! happy 
would it have been for thoſe individuals, who, 
unfortunately miſled, ſince died, butchered in your 
ſervice! happy would it have been for thoſe, who 
in ee e ſucceeded to Colonel Clive — 
his Council, doomed to ſupport a government that 
proved a diſgrace to our name and arms; and that 
too with inadequate reſources. On the whole, we 
hope we ſhall not be thought too preſuming, if we 
venture to draw one general concluſion for you and 
ourſelves, to wit—That Mhir Faffier Aly Khan, and 
his Son Mhiran, were more deſerving a halter than a 
| Subaſhip of Bengal. Not that we would be thought, 
in this, to detract from the Treaty of 175750 to 
which we give the high merit due to it, at that 
fatal, melancholy period. 


Mount Felix, J. Z. H OLWE L L. 


Walton upon Thames, Surry, 
Fob, 22, 1704+ 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


OINCE clofing: the foregoing Addreſs, a Pam- 
O phlet is come to our hands, bearing the title 
of A Letter to the Honourable the Secret Com- 
% mittee for Affairs of the Honourable the United 
« Company of Merchants of England trading to 
« the Eaſt Indies,” ſigned by ſix Gentlemen of 
your Council of Fort William. 


After we had taken the trouble of peruſing this 
piece, we made ſome inquiries how the Public came 
by it? and learnt that it was privately compiled 
abroad, and tranſmitted to England to a relation 
of one of the Gentlemen who ſigned it, to be deli- 
vered to the Court of Directors here; who, as we 
are informed, refuſed taking any notice of it, as it 
did not reach them by the uſual and proper chan- 
nel. If our information in theſe particulars is 
Juſt, we cannot help thinking the method taken by 
theſe Gentlemen was deficient in equity and gene- 
roſity; for, to lodge an accuſation When the ac- 
cuſed have no opportunity of vindicating them- 
ſelves, is unprecedented. Such we conceive to be 
the caſe reſpecting Mr. Vanſittart; and we cannot 
help applauding the juſtice of your Court of Di- 
rectors, for their candid behaviour in giving no 
countenance to a proceeding fo irregular. With 
regard to the pamphlet itſelf, we cannot think the 
Publiſher of it a friend to the parties concerned; or 
if he is, he has certainly judged ill in throwing it 
out at this juncture, We flatter ourſelves, this 
performance will not have weight enough to influ- 
ence you, when you compare it with the facts and 
evidences laid before you in the foregoing Addreſs : 
but this alſo we ſubmit to your impartial judg- 
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tnent - borrowing a paragraph from the Advertiſe- 
ment prefixed to that Letter, as * to aur pur- 
poſe, with a little variation. 


« But though the wiſeſt and beſt may ſometimes 
&« differ in points of ſo intereſting a nature, yet it 
4 is from Facts and Arguments (drawn from 
&« thoſe Fats) alone, that the Impartial ought to 
ok decide,” 


Mr. HOLWELIL's 
REF UTATION 
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LET 


Gentlemen of the Council at Bxncar, 


TO THE HONOURABLE 


The SECRET COMMITTEE, 


SERVING AS A 
SUPPLEMENT to his ADDRESS 
TO THE 


PRoPRIETORs of EAsT-INDIA STOCK, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


£ HE following Letter is publiſhed to enable 
the Proprietors of India Stock to judge of 
the primary cauſe of the preſent commotions in 
Bengal, and of the true motives for depoſing Jaffier 
Aly Cawn. 


The friends of the Gentleman who accom- 
pliſhed that revolution, have handed about an 
apology for ſo extraordinary a ſtep : It cannot then 
be deemed improper to make public the reaſons on 
the other ſide. | 


If names ought to have any weight in determin- 
ing queſtions of this kind, there are two ſubjoined 
to the preſent Letter, thoſe of Colonel Coote and 
Major Carnac, which have a title to command the 
higheſt veneration from every lover of his country. 
Both of thefe Officers have performed actions which 
might vie with the moſt brilliant of antiquity. 


Nevertheleſs, it is with- equal juſtice acknow- 
ledged, that after the ſtroke was ſtruck, ſome 
gentlemen approved of what had been done, who 
bear the faireſt and moſt amiable characters. 


But though the wiſeſt and the beſt may ſometimes 
differ in points of ſo intereſting a nature, yet it is 
from facts and arguments alone that the impartial 
ought to decide. | 


The firſt of theſe Gentlemen, by his able and ſpirited 
conduct, on the coaſt of Coromandel, did honour to himſelf, 
his country and her arms, and ſo we will ſuppoſe the other 
would have done, if Fortune had ever given him an opportu- 
4 which ſhe certainly did not, as will appear in another 
place. | 
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TO THE HONOURABLE 
The SECRET COMMITTEF 


For Affairs of the Honourable Un- ed 


Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the Eaſt-Indies. 
| Copy. 


HoxovRABLE S1Rs, 


1. ITT gives us the greateſt concern to be obliged 
to addreſs you, in the manner we are now 
under the neceſſity of doing; but as we 

have publicly declared our diſſent from the late re- 

volution in the kingdom of Bengal, and expreſſed 
our entire diſapprobation of the meaſures purſued 
conſequent thereto; it is our duty to acquaint you 
with our reaſons for having differed in opinion 
from the gentlemen who were acceſſory to that 
revolution, leſt ill- minded people ſhould repreſent 
our oppoſition as a faction, inſtead of owing its 
riſe, as it really does, to our ſtrict regard to what 
we think conducive to the honour of our country, 
and the intereſts of our employers. Had the whole 

Board been conſulted, we dare aſſert, this meaſure 

would have been rejected by the majority; and we 

humbly refer to you, whether the opinion of every 
member thereof ought not to have been taken by 

the Preſident, before he ventured upon ſo bold a 

Rep as the ſubverſion of a goyernment. 
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REFU TAT TON. 


x. It is very manifeſt, theſe gentlemen could 
be under no concern at all, upon this accalion ; 
becauſe they knew they were under no necęſſity 
of addreſſing the Secret Committee in this 
- clandeſtine manner; the Board of Calcutta being 
always open for every remonſtrance of their 
ſervants; through which channel they are con- 
veyed to their honourable employers at home : 
bur theſe gentlemen were ſenſible, that if this 
regular and uſual method had been taken, it 
could not come home without a vindication | 
annexed, which would have rendered this per- 
formance invalid, and have fruſtrated all the 
expectations they had from it; imagining ſome 
ſtain, from the dirt they throw at the revolution 
of 1760, muſt ſtick when there were none at 
hand to wipe it off. The ill-judged zeal of their 
friends in giving it to the Public, is a ſtep was 
never intended by the Compilers; they flattered 
themſelves it might poſſibly operate in the dark, 
but if it ever faw the light, they knew it was 
apen to detection and confutation in all its parts. 
Here let it be remarked, that Meſſrs. Vanſittart, 
Caillaud, Holwell, Sumner, and M' Guire, were 
not only a majority of the Committee, but of the 
Council alſo. Pray was the Council conſulted 
in the revolution of 1737 We ſay No. — Nor 
had they any right to expect it; for they could 
not be capable judges. Nor were there any 
public objections made to this revolution at the 
board, before Meſſrs. Amyatt and Ellis took 
their ſeats, and Major Carnac was returned to 
the ſettlement. 


2. You were informed, laſt year, of the ſur- 
priſing revolution in fayour of Mhir Mahommed 
Coſſim 
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Coſſim Aly Chan, which would neceſſarily be re- 
preſented in the moſt favourable light, by the 
gentlemen who promoted it. But whatever judg- 
ment you may have been led to entertain of the 
meaſure, from their account of it, we cannot but 
think you will judge as ill of it as we do, when 
you are truly informed of the circumſtances with 
which it was attended, the manner in which it was 
executed, and the ſteps that have been ſince taken 
to ſupport it: Of theſe we will give you as 
ſuccinct an account as poſſible. 


REFUTATION. 


2. The gentlemen who promoted that revo- 
lution ſtogd in no need of falſe colouring to 
recommend it. The whole chain of events, 
which made the meaſure (of diveſting Mhir 
Jaffier of power to do greater ills) indiſpen- 
ſably neceſſary, were minutely tranſmitted to 

the Court of Directors: they examined, t 
ſaw the neceſſity, they approved, and ſhewed a 
needful and juſt reſentment to thoſe who roſe in 
oppoſition to it. 


3. At a time, when there was not the leaſt ap- 
pearance of a rupture or diſguſt between us and 
the Nabob Jaffier Aly Chan; on the contrary, a 
friendſhip and harmony ſubſiſted; Mir Coſſim 
Chan, his ſon-in-law, came down to Calcutta, on 
ſome pretence or other, to viſit Mr. Vanſittart; 
and having ſtaid a ſho:t time, he returned to Mor- 
ſhedabad. A few days after Mir Coſſim's depar- 
ture, Mr. Vanſittart went up to Morſhedabad, on 
the pretence of a viſit to the Nabob. Colonel 
Caillaud, with a party of two hundred Europeans 
and ſome Seapoys, attended him; who, to remove 
the ſuſpicion which ſuch a force would have neceſ- 
ſarily occaſioned, it was pretended were going up to 

| Patna, 


2 
| 
| 
i 
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Patna, to reinforce the army there. When Mr. 
Vanſittart arrived at Moradbaug, the Nabob paid 
him two viſits, at the laſt of which Mr. Vanſittart, 
without any previous notice of his intentions, gave 
him the three letters, mentioned in conſultation of 
the 10th of November, 1760; of which copies 
have been tranſmitted you. The abruptneſs with 
which theſe letters were preſented him, one cloſe 


upon the other, and the unexpected propoſals 


contained in them, terrified the Nabob; and he 
was entirely at a loſs how to act, but deſired time 
to conſider on what was to be done. Mr. Vanſit- 


tart, ſeeing his perplexity, ſtrongly inſiſted on his 


immediately naming ſome perſon, from among his 
relations, to take charge of the Subaſhip; and 
very particularly recommended Coſſim Aly Chan, 
who was ſent for, and the Nabob was deſired to 
ſtay till he came; but Coſſim Aly Chan delayed ſo 
long, and the Nabob was in ſuch anxiety of mind, 
and ſo deſirous to be releaſed from the viſit, being, 
greatly fatigued, that Mr. Vanſittart was obliged; 
in order to ſave appearances, to ſuffer his departure 
to the palace, after having detained him much 
longer than his inclination. That night and the 
day following paſſed in concerting meaſures with 
Coſſim Aly Chan, how to put in execution the 
plan before agreed on in Calcutta; @ treaty having 
been figned for this purpoſe, in September, 1760, 


© ephile Caſim Aly Chan was down here. In con- 


ſequence of thele deliberations, our troops clan- 
deſtinely croſſed the river, the next night, under 
Colonel Caillaud, and being joined by Coflim Aly 
Chan and his party, ſurrounded the Nabob's 
palace. A letter from Mr.. Vanſittart was ſent in 
to the Nabob, demanding his immediate compliance 
with what had been propoſed to him; ro which the 
Nabob returned for anſwer, & That ſuch uſage 
« was what he never expected from the __ ; 

a | cc 2 


N 
& that whilſt a force was at his gates, he would 
« enter into no terms; and that it was his deſire 
* our troops might be returned to Moradbaug.” 
A meſſage was then ſent, informing the Nabob, 
that if he did not directly comply, they ſhould 
be obliged to ſtorm the palace. Aſtoniſhed and 
terrified by this menace, he opened the gates, ex- 
claiming, That he was betrayed; that the Eng- 


% liſh were guilty of perjury and breach of faith; 


* that he perceived their deſigns againſt his 
„government; that he had friends enough to 
cc hazard at leaſt one battle in his defence; but 
& although no oaths were ſacred enough to bind 
« the Engliſh, yet as he had ſworn to be their 
« faithful friend, he would never ſwerve from his 
4c D ee and rather ſuffer death than draw 
% his ſword againſt them.” So ſuſpicious was he 
of being ſold, that, He deſired to know what 
« ſum of money Coſſim Aly Chan was to give for 
ce the Subaſhip, and he would give half as much 
% more to be continued: he hoped, however, if 
« they intended to dethrone him, they would not 
<« leave him to the mercy of his ſon-in-law, from 


« whom he feared the worſt, but rather wiſhed, 


they would carry him from the city, and give 
* him a place of ſafety in Calcutta,” This laſt 
requeſt of the Nabob's, the effect of his fear and 
deipair, was immediately laid hold of, and con- 
ſtrued in the light of a voluntary reſignation. Ac- 
cordingly, our troops took poſſeſſion of the palace; 
Mir Coffim Chan was raiſed to the Muſnud; and 
the old Nabob was hurried into a boat, with a 
few of his women and neceſſaries, and ſent away 
to Calcutta, in a manner wholly unworthy of the: 
high rank he had fo lately held; as is alſo the 
ſcanty ſubſiſtence allowed him here by his ſucceſſor. 
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ANSWER, 


2. With regard to this detail of the revo- 
lution, we refer to Mr. Vanſittart's Memorial, 
ubliſhed in a late Addreſs to the Proprietors ; 

by a candid comparing one with the other, you 
will be capable of judging which has the greateſt 
appearance of truth and probability. | 


4. Thus was Jaffier Aly Chan depoſed, in breach 


of a treaty founded upon the moſt ſolemn oaths, 


and in violation of the national faith. A Prince of 
whoſe friendſhip and attachment you have had 
many ſignal proofs; in whoſe cauſe our arms have, 
with much honour, been employed; and by a firm 


adherence to whom, the Engliſh had acquired, 


throughout the whole country, fo univerſal a cha- 
rater of fidelity and conſtancy, that the moſt per- 
fect confidence was placed by the natives in them. 


ANSWER. 


4. The miſrepreſentations of this paragraph, 
ſee fully confuted in the ſaid Addreſs. 


5. The adyantages to be reaped by the Company, 
from the revolution, were, the grant of the Za- 


-mindarries of Burduan, Midnapoor, and Chitra- 


gong; the payment of the balance due from Na- 


bob Jaffier Aly Chan; with a preſent of five lack 


of rupees from Coſſim Aly Chan, towards defray- 
ing the expences of the war againſt the French, on 
the coaſt cf Coromandel. Of theſe, Mr. Vanſit- 
tart, on his return to Calcutta, acquainted the 
Board; and, at the ſame time, in juſtification of 
his proceedings, laid before them a memorial; 
copies of which were tranſmitted to you, by the 
ſhips of the laſt ſeaſon. 


ANSWER. 


Hr 


* 


ANSWER, 


5. See the articles of the treaty in the Addreſß. 


6. Th memorial is introduced wick a liſt of 
erimes laid to Jaffier Aly Chan's charge; which, 
to thoſe unacquainted with the Eaſtern govern- 


ments, will appear deſerving of the higheſt reſent- 


ment from a civilized nation. Yet ſuch is the ſtate 
of politics in every Aſiatic court, that, through 
the apprehenſions of the Sovereign, and the in- 
trigues and artifices of the great men about him, 
anſtances of cruelty and oppreſſion are but too fre- 
quent; and even the moſt beloved among them 
are too much to be taxed Str cacti or at 
leaſt conniving at, acts of violence; but it ſhould 
he conſidered, that many of theſe are done by per- 
ſous in power, without their knowledge; and that, 
as there are no regular puniſhments for criminals 
of ſtation, and who may be ſo powerful that it 
would be dangerous proceeding openly againſt 
them, recourſe 15 often had to the dagger or poiſon 
to puniſh the guilty. This was the caſe in moſt 
of the inſtances alledged againſt Jafier Aly Chan; 
none of which ſhew greater proofs of cruelty, than 
that which Coſſim Aly Chan diſcovered when, 
being in poſſeſſion of the palace, he was deſirous 


of making the firſt act of his power the aſſaſſina- 


tion of Jaffier Aly Chan therein, and was very 
much diſpleaſed, when he found we intended to 
give him protection at Calcutta. Since. his acceſ- 


ſion to the Subadary, we could produee to you 
numberleſs inſtances of his extortions and cruelties, 
but that it would run us into an exorbitant length; 
and he ſeems to have made the more immediate 
objects of his ill uſage, thoſe who have been the 
molt avowed friends of the Engliſh. We ſhall 
only particulariſe Ramnarain, whom he — 


I 


— 


———— 


— — Rr 4 4-4 
; * 1 4 X E — 
FF 
* 7 «+ a - PTA * 


3 


„„ 7 


— 


—— nt. avtg non 
, x 

Q r 
e 2 9 


82 


a , o 
So 1 
a6 wp - „ 2 b 


2 
i Gs 
Bru 


> ZR 
* 2a 
0 4 


. 
_ 


— 3 * N 8 2 — — 
$4 * 3 * * * 4 4 7 WF 
TT IEEE. 


4 ow) wor + 


| kg * 4 
— — . 


5 92 
. 3 
r 


4+ - = EE. = - 

8 _— _— 

” 11 _ EY n 
— * 


— 


7 th, ů —— 1 rs = . Oe al = . 3 ge * 3 — „ & IDS ne — 2 
PF ͤ ᷣ B . or... wr ra rr. & — 2 7 Ne : 
* 


1 
f! 
71 


ww 
— — 


. * 2 — bY 
Crop rc 


* , "_ * 
tr OM. Ls ne ge nn ET 


* 


4 14 — PR - _— — 
OT — — 


* 


— A 2% 
2 2 


7 
— a * * 3 FIT 
a 


[m4] 
of the Nabobſhip of Patna, in which it was al- 
ways thought found policy in us to ſupport him, 
on account of his approved faith; and he now 
keeps him in irons, till he has been fleeced to the 
utmoſt, when there is no doubt he will be diſ- 
patched. Moſt, if not all thoſe who eſpouſed the 
Engliſh intereſt, have been laid under the heavieſt 
contributions, and many have died under the force 
of torture to exact money from them; others have 
been either baſely murthered, or (which is a com- 
mon practice among Gentoos) unable to ſurvive 
22 of honour, have made away with them 


o 


REFrUTATION. 


| . 6. Suppoſe this to be the caſe in moſt Aſiatic 


ſtates, which we believe may be true; is it nos 
. equally true that moſt of Mhir Jaffier's cruel- 
ties were carried into execution from the confi- 
dence he had in our protection? And ſhall we 
© not. bluſh, for this protection being granted to 
bim ſo long? , Surely if we do not, we ought ; 
for in the trudſt ſenſe, his cruelties were our 
orn. As to Coflim Aly Khan's being deſirous 
of aſſuſſinating Mhir Jaffier, it is a charge we 
much doubt the truth of, as we never before 
heard the fact mentioned. But that Mhir Jaffier 
made two attempts to murder Mhir Coſſim, was 
a truth well known, and never even doubted , 
therefore ſuppoſing this charge to be really true, 
we will not ſay revenge and reſentment will juſtify 
the deſire he is ſaid to expreſs; but ſurely it 


will bear ſome extenuation, when the provoca- 


tion is conſidered. Touching Rajah Ram Na- 

rain, the Addreſs before referred to will ſhew, 
that Mhir jaffier had reſolved to remove that 
officer” from the government of Patna, (as a 
--perion not truſt-worthy,, nor equal to ſo. great a 
20 RY charge) 


E 

charge) long before Mhir Coſſim had any power 
or influence at the Durbar, it is very well 
known that Ram Narain was in treaty to deliver 
the city of Patna to the Shaw Zadda, when 
Colonel Clive's extraordinary forced marches 
prevented him, and ſaved the city and the pro- 
vince. Wich reſpect to Coſſim Aly Khan's 
putting him in irons, it is very well known that 
for ſome. years he had rendered no account of 
the revenues of the provinces of Bahar, on 
Which head Mhir Jaffier often complained to 
Mr. Holwell, who believes Col. Clive received 
complaints of the ſame kind from him, before 

he left India. Theſe gentlemen know nothing 
is more common than to put an officer of the 
revenues in irons, until he delivers in his ac- 
counts; nothing further being meant by it than 
that he ſhould not eſcape with his embezzle- 
ments. That he was not truſt-worthy, nor 
equal to that poſt, will appear from this very 
ſtrik ing circumſtance: That when Col. Clive 
was on his departure, he ſtrongly recommended 
Mhir Coſſim to Mr. Holwell's protection, and 
at the ſame time mentioning his diſtruſt of Ram 
Narain, told Mr. Holwell that Mhir Coſſim was 
the man whom he ought to put into the govern-· 
ment of Patna. The reſt of the accuſations 
againſt Mhir Coſſim in this paragraph are vague 
and general, and without one ſingle inſtance. of 
proof; conſequently unworthy notice. ; 


7. It is inſinuated in the memorial, that the 
Nabob's avarice and © cruelty had made him the 
deteſtation of all good men, and that he was in 
the hands of bad miniſters, under whoſe mal-admi- 
niſtration the country was greatly oppreſſed : as 
an inſtance. whereof, the ſcarcity of grain in the 
city is produced. To theſe miniſters are —_ 
= ] 2 2 
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the great difficulties the Nabob laboured under, 
for want of money to anſwer the expences of the 
government, and to pay the army, rendered muti- 

nous for want of their atrears ; beſides which in- 
teſtine danger, the provinces were threatened with 
an invalion by the Shahzadah with a powerful army, 

and ſeveral of the Rajahs and Zamindars, were on 
the point of revolting, to encounter all which 
there was nothing but a diſaffected army. Mr. 
Vanſittart appeals to every by-ſtander for the truth 
of theſe facts, and of the imminent peril ro which 
the country was expoſed; he declares his intentions 
were only to remove the bad miniſters, for which 
purpoſe he carried up with him the party of Euro- 
peans and Seapoys. He proceeds to ſet forth the 
manner in which the old Nabob was removed from 
the government, and Coflim Aly Chan raifd. 
He ſays, People in general were pleaſed with the 
revolution; and makes a merit of its being effected 

without the leaſt diſturbance. in the city, or a drop 
of blood ſpilt. He concludes with repreſenting 
the anxiety the Nabob expreſſed to get from the 
city, through fear of Coſſim Aly Chan; and ob- 
terves, that he appeared pretty eaſy and reconciled 
to the loſs of his power, which he owned to be 
rather a burden than a pleaſure, and too much for 
his abilities to manage ſince the death of his fon : 
and that the enjoyment of the reſt of his days in 
ſecurity, under the Engliſh protection, ſeemed te 
bz the chief object of his wiſhes. 
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ANSWER. 


7. See Mr. Vanſittart's Memorial, and the 


proofs in various parts of the Addreſs in ſupport 
ot it. | 


* 
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8. It is very natural for any perſon who takes an 
uncommon ſtep, to endeavour to vindicate himſelf 


i —_ * * 
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by the moſt ſpecious arguments, and the moſt 
plauſible reaſoning he can deviſe; and nothing leſs 
could be expected from Mr. Vanſittart, after hav- 
ing brought about ſo unprecedented a revolution. 
He has told his ſtory with all the aggravations the 
nature of it would admit : notwithſtanding which, 
we do not imagine the reaſons he has given in ſup- 
port of ſo violent a meaſure will prove ſatisfactory 
to the world. He takes great pains to blacken 
Mhir Jaffier's character, in order to prejudice 
men's minds againſt him; and lays great ſtreſs upon 
the ſcarcity of grain in the city; but we apprehend 

Mr. Vanſittart does not judge ſo harſhly 4 that 
circumſtance, after what he himſelf experienced 
laſt year; for notwithſtanding all the care, we are 
not to doubt, he has taken, grain was never known 
ſo ſcarce in Calcutta before, inſomuch that num- 
bers daily periſhed. 


ANSWER. 
8. Not worthy any particular notice. 


9. Want of money was the great difficulty the 
Nabob laboured under; bur this did not proceed 
from any fault of his, but from the diſtracted ſtate 
in which the country had been ever ſince Colonel 
Chve's departure; ſo that a very ſmall part of the 
revenues came into his treaſury. The Burdwan 
and Nuddea countries were aſſigned over to the 
Company for the payment of the Nabob's debt. 
Midnapoor, the frontier to the fouth-weſt, was 
over-run by the Marattas * ; Beerboon, and other 
Zamindaries, with the province of Purea, under 
Kuddum Hoſſein Chan, were affected towards the 
| Shahzadah, who had under contribution the whole 
province of Bahar, except the city of Patna and a 
{mall diſtrict round it. Chittagong, the eaſtern 
barrier, did little more _—_ defend itſelf * 
3 t 
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the incurſions of the Muggs, inhabitants of Aracan, 
who uſed every year to come into Bengal for 
plunder. There remained only the Dacca province, 
the diſtricts round Morſhedabad, the Radſhy and 
Dinagepoor countries, to ſupply the immenſe ex- 


pence” of the war. And here lay the Nabob's” 


diſtreſs, that with one fourth part, if ſo much, of 
the accuſtomed revenues, he was obliged to main- 
tain an army greater than any Nabob did before 
him : and the Engliſh army was not the leaſt con- 


ſiderable part of the burthen ; for truſting moſt to 


them, he paid them firſt? ; which preference was 
the cauſe of diſcontent to the country troops. And 
though the force we had in the field, againſt an 
enemy whom Colonel Clive had, but a very ſhort 
time before, drove out of the country, far ex- 
ceeded- thoſe the Colonel had with him, yet no 
material advantage was gained over them, but the 
country was over- run and ravaged by them, and 
by frequent marches and counter-marches, our 
own armies became as deſtructive as thoſe of the 
invaders . No wonder then at the perilous con- 
dition to which Mhir Jaffier was reduced; to 
extricate him from which, it behoved us to exert 
our utmoſt abilities: inſtead whereof, he was 
treated with the greateſt indignity by us, and baſely 
turned out of his goyernment. 


ANSWERS, 


9. And were obſtructed in the receipts of 
them by every artifice and fineſſe in Mhir 
Jaffier's power. 

To what was this owing, but Jaffier Khan's 
irreſolution and gen e ? —— See the 
Addreſs. © 

3 How he paid ther, ſee the Addreſs, —- 

+ The ſole cauſe very well known to theſe 
Gentlemen, to wit, Nele cowardice and 

e C treachery 
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in Mhir :Jaffier and his ſon; ſet forth 


5 in the Addreſs in three remarkable inſtances, in 


any of which, a period might have been put to 
the troubles, as well as Giſtzeſſes of himſelf, his 
| allies and his country. 


10. To remove bad Counſellors from a Prince i is 
certainly meritorious ; but it does not ſeem to us 
that any thing was ever deſigned againſt the Nabob's. 

- miniſters ; on the contrary, that the ſole intent was 
to diſplace the Nabob himſelf, is pretty evident, 
by the treaty before- mentioned, made in Calcutta 
Had there been the leaſt attempt to convince him 
in a friendly manner of any errors in his admini- 
ſtration, or of the neceſſity of diſmiſſing from his 
preſence thoſe who ill-adviſed him, it is not to be 
doubted that he would have hearkened to reaſon. 
That he was not obſtinate againſt good advice, 


may be concluded from the extraordinary influence. 


which Colonel Chve had over him; in. proof 
whereof we need only call to mind how violently 
he was incenſed againſt Rajah Ram Narain, and 
Roy Dulub; yet the Colonel, by gentle methods, 
without having recourſe to any other force than that 
of perſuaſion, perfectly reconciled him to the 
former, and obtained his permiſſion for the latter 
to reſide at Calcutta, and bring thither meth him 
his family and effects. 


ANSWER. 


10. See the treaty-- in che Addreſs, by 
Which it will be pretty evident it never was 
intended to diſplace him, but to diveſt him only 
of power to bring on the ixtire ruin of the 
country —and us his allies.— 5 


11. The people in general, very far from being 

pleaſed with the revolution, (as alledged in Ta 

Memerial) were extremely diſſatisfied — Had 
14 Coſſim 
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Coſſim Aly Chan been before in eſteem among them, 
or poſſeſſed any ſhare of influence or power, they 
might perhaps have overlooked the circumſtance 
of his riſe, and a ſeries of popular actions might in 
time have reconciled them to the uſurpation. But 
he was deſpiſed and diſliked before he came to the 
Muſnud, and his behaviour ſince has been fo op- 
preſſive and tyrannical, that it could not fail con- 
firming the public hatred of him. 


REeFUTATION. 


11. This man who is ſaid to be in no eſteem, 
but deſpiſed and hated, had a Nabobſhip in 
the province, was deemed worthy of the Subah's 
daughter, and by Colonel Clive of the govern- 

ment of Patna ; and ſurely we may, without 
any offence'to theſe Gentlemen, ſay, that Colonel 

Clive was a ſuperior judge in this matter. On 
the whole, we may juſtly ſay, the inſinuations 
thrown out in this paragraph are without foun- 

dation, and reflect more diſhonour on the authors 
themſelves, than on Mhir Coflim, 


12. The little diſturbance at Morſhedabad upon 
the occaſion, proceeded from the apprehenſions 
all degrees of people were under, from ſo large a 
force being brought into the city in the dead of 
night; and Mhir Jaffier, no ways ſuſpicious of 
the faith of the Engliſh, had taken no precautions 
for his own ſecurity. Such is the ſuperiority of 
our arms, and fo great the dread of our forces in 
this country, that had we gone openly to work, 
we ſhould have met with little or no difficulty; 
which renders our having proceeded by ſtealth and 
treachery the more inexculable : and we are truly 
ſorry to have occaſion to obſerve, that the means 
by which this meaſure was brought about, -have 
thrown an indelible ſtain upon our national cha- 

AN: | : racter, 
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rafter, and injured us as much in the opinion of 
the natives, as it has of all the European colonies 
in this part of the world. 


ANSWER, 


12, Let Mr. Vanſittart's Memorial reply to 
this, 


13. It is aſſerted in the Memorial, that Mhir 
Jaffier was eaſy under the loſs of his power, which 
he is ſaid to have owned to have been rather a 
burden to him: but it is evident, on the contrary, 
from his declarations ſince, and his letters to the 
Company and Colonel Clive, that he was very 
unwilling to part with his government; and that 
he greatly regrets the deprivation of it. He was 
neceſſitated, indeed, to ſubmir ; and in hopes of 
being redreſſed ſome time or other by the Company, 
judging that ſuch a ſtep could never be approved 
at home, he very wiſely choſe, rather than truſt 
himſelf with his ſon-in-law, to wait patiently for 
that redreſs in ſafety at Calcutta, So far he might 
appear reſigned to his fate; yet this can never be 
conſtrued as an abdication of his government, 
though it has been induſtriouſly endeavoured to 
make the world look upon it in that light. 


REFUTATION. 


13. What letters Mhir Jaffier might ſubſe- 
quently be influenced to write, we know not— 
Mr. Holwell, the day after Mhir Jaffier arrived 
at Calcutta, paid him a viſit, and had a private 

conference of two hours with him,—in the courſe 
of which © he often lamented pathetically the 
« loſs of his ſon; that ſince he received that 
« ſtroke, he found himſelf incapable of govern- 
« ment, or the things of this world ; that the 
« exemplary manner in which God had deprived 
6 him of a fon and ſucceſſor, had convinced 

| him 
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„ him their ſins were great, and required ex- 
„ piation; that he was reſolved to expiate them 

at the Tomb of the Prophet, and begged Mr. 

« Holwell would interceed with Mr. Vanſittart 

« for a paſſage to Judda.— At times, he ſaid his 
enemies had injured him in the opinion of the 

« Engliſh, from whom he thought he had met 
„ with hard treatment.” In ſhort, the man 
who was fo lately and juſtly the object of de- 
teſtation, was now as real an object of com- 
miſeration.— Mr. Holwell applied to Mr. Van- 
- fittart for his paſſage to fadda, and in the 
© ſtrongeſt terms enforced the propriety of com- 
\ plying with his requeſt; foreſeeing, that if he 
remained in Bengal, he would ever be an object 
for a diſaffected party to work with. Mr. Van- 
ſittart gave his aſſent ;—but ſome time after, on 
a a repreſentation from the Judda Supra-cargoes, 
that complaints from him to the Baſhaw might 

involve their ſhip in troubles, the aſſent was un- 


- happily withdrawn. 


14. We have now, Honourable Sirs, laid before 
you a true account of the revolution. The pro- 
jectors perhaps thought the advantages it was to 
bring the Company, would be a ſufficient atone- 
ment for the meaſure, and enſure them the appro- 
bation of their maſters. It is true the Company 
have a conſiderable addition of territory, and do 
now receive a large yearly revenue; but. as great, 
if not greater advantages might have been procured 
by more honourable means: and the preſent tran- 
gy” ſtate of the country, which ſecures to the 
Company, as well as the Nabob, the full enjoy- 
ment of their revenues, is not the effect of Mhir 
Coſſim Chan's Nabobſhip, but of an event which 
would equally have happened, had Jaffier Aly 
Chan been continued on the Muſnud, as can be 
eaſily made to appear. BE 


1 
8 rene 
14. There appears a myſtery at the cloſe of 
is paragraph totally unintelligible: poſſibly 
we may have it explained by- and: by We w; 
not attempt it here. „ EF 


156. Soon after Coſſim Aly Chan was fixed in 
the ' Nabobſhip, the Company were nominally in- 
veſted with the Zamyndaries of Burdwan, Midna- 
poor and Chittagong: and only nominally ; for 
our firſt demands upon the two former of theſe, 
for the payment of the revenues, were refuſed, 


REeFuTATION. 


15. This paragraph ſeems to be a flat contra- 

_ diction of part of the 14th—for if the Com- 
pany. * now receive a large yearly revenue,“ it 
cannot be properly called a nominal inveſtiture ; 

_  belides, we know the Company, at the laſt 
diſpatch of their ſhips from Bengal, had received 
for two years revenues from Burdomaan only 
70 lack, or eight hundred ſeventy-five thouſand 


16. So bad an impreſſion of us did the revolution 
create in the minds of the country people, that 
the Burdwan Rajah, who, in Jaffier Aly Chan's 
time, had often expreſſed his earneſt deſire that the 


Company might continue to collect the revenues 


of his diſtrict, as they had all along done, on 


account of the Tunckaws, and that they would 


procure the Zamyndarie for themſelves from the 
Nabob ; yer after the breach of our faith to the 
old Nabob, concluding no reliance was to be 
placed in our engagements, he immediately flew 
off from his former declarations, and inſtead of 
acquieſcing under our government, he began to 
act in open rebellion; he ſtopped our trade, raiſed 
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a large force, invited the Marattas into his country, 
with-held the payment of his revenues, and acting 
in conjunction with the Beerboon Rajah, he eſ- 
E the cauſe of the Shah Zaddah, with whom 
e entered into correſpondence. 


ANSWER. 


16. The Burdwan Rajah was yearly fleeced by 
Mhir Jaffier, therefore no wonder he wiſhed to 
be rather under the juriſdiction of the Engliſh. — 
His rebellion was of ſhort continuance, being 
2 reduced, as well as the Beerboon Rajah, 

y our troops under the command of Major 
Yorke ;—but theſe two Rajahs defection pro- 
ceeded from a cauſe very remote from what it 
is here aſcribed to; and which theſe gentlemen 
ſeem wholly ſtrangers to, as we ſhall make appear 
preſently. 


17. Several other Zamyndars who had remained 
quiet whilſt Jaffier Aly Chan was Nabob, now 
finding the government overſet, thought themſelves 
at liberty to withdraw their allegiance, and would 
not acknowledge Mhir Coſſim, but joined the 
Shah Zaddah; whoſe party, by theſe frequent 
defections, was ſtrengthened with ſupplies both of 
troops and money, and whoſe followers were greatly 
encouraged by his having been able to maintain 
his ground, and continue in our dominions the 
whole preceding campaign, in defiance of the 
Engliſh army. 


REFUTATION. 


17. Here it is but juſt to apologize for theſe 
Gentlemen's ignorance in affairs, for Meſſrs. 
Coote, Ellis and Carnack were not in Bengal, 
during the progreſs of thoſe events which occa- 
ſioned the unavoidable neceſſity of diveſting 
Mhir Jaffier of further power ;—and coming fo 
| che 


5 ] 
the board with an unhappy diſpoſition to op- 
poſe every thing that had been done, becauſe 
they had no hand in the doing them, they had 
no methods to pick up materials but from the 
Bazars and public reporters of detraction. As 
for Meſſrs. Batſon and Verelſt, they were not of 
the Committee, and conſequently could know 
nothing of the political ſyſtem; ſo that amongſt 
the ſix gentlemen who ſign this letter, one only 
of them could poſſibly * any thing of the 
matter; and he but imperfectly, by being ſo 
far abſent from the center of our Councils. — 


18. The Nabob's troops were rendered quite 
mutinous by the news of the revolution. They 
declared they knew nothing of Coſſim Aly Chan, 
and that now they had loſt their old maſter, they 
were without hopes of being paid any part of the 
immenſe arrears due to them; and nothing leſs 
than the extraordinary aſſiduity and influence of 
Mr. Amyatt, who was then chief at Patna, could 


have prevented them from proceeding to extre- 


mities. 
RErFuUTATION. 

18. No wonder the troops grew mutinous on 
the news, though not out of affection for their 
old maſter, as is here unjuſtly inſinuated; for 
it is very well known his troops would have 
taken his head long before this, if he had not 
been protected by ours. The truth is, Mhir 
Jaffier was in large arrears to them, which they 
imagined they ſhould loſe by the revolution; but 
as they were ſoon ſatisfied in this point, all diſ- 
turbance ſubſided. — 


19. In this ſituation were things when Colonel 
Caillaud left Patna, and Major Carnac. received 
the command of the army from him. The Major 
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ſaw ir was impoſſible for the country to ſupport 
irſelf againſt ſuch a combination of difficulties, and 
that if a deciſive blow was not ſoon ſtruck, the Shah 
could not fail to have immediate poſſeſſion of all. 
He therefore determined to bring the Prince t6 an 
action as ſpeedily as poſſible; and after ſecuring 
Patna by a garriſon, to prevent its being plundered 
by that rabble of troops whoſe duty it was to de- 
fend it, he puſhed on with the Engliſh army as 
faſt as he could towards the Prince. He came up 
with him three days march from the city, the con- 
ſequence of which brought on an action wherein 
he gained a compleat victory“, and reduced the 
Shah in a few days after to the neceſſity of putting 
himſelf under the protection of the Engliſh. The 
Major's ſuccels, as it put an end to the hopes of all 
the rebellious Rajahs and Zamyndars, fo it at once 
quelled all commotions, and eſtabliſhed the fo long 

wiſhed for tranquillity in the country; and the 
different provinces were now brought into'order, 
and rendered in a condition to pay their reſpective 
revenues; the Nabob's treaſury was enriched, and 
he was enabled to diſcharge the atrears of his army, 
and to advance the money he had engaged to pay 

the Company. | 3536-5» 


RETUTATION. 


19. This paragraph ſeems big with impor- 
tance:— We have ſeen, in many parts of this 
letter, unjuſt  infinuations thrown out to the 
prejudice of the. then commander in chief of 
Four troops, as if all had not been done which 
._ ought, and might have been done with the 
force he had under his command. We have 
already, inthe Addreſs ſo often referred to, pointed 
EF | * 
This battle was the moſt remarkable of any which ha- 
lately been fought in India, Plaſly not excepted ; and may 
even be compared to that of Alexander againit Porus. 


1127 0 
out the miſcarriages of the campaign he com- 
manded, as in truth owing to the cowardice and 
treachery of the two Nabobs, when, at three 
critical junctures, a deciſive ſtroke might have 
been given; but you ſee it was neceſſary to 


depreciate and leſſen one character, as intro- 


ductory to the exaltation of another. Let us 
ſee how it will anſwer the purpoſe: Major 
Carnack received the command of the troops 
from Colonel Caillaud, and with great penetra- 
tion, © ſaw it was impoſſible for the country 
„ to ſupport itſelf, unleſs a deciſive froke was 

« ſoon 2 He puſhed on the Engliſh army 
% towards the Prince, came up with him, 
« brought him to an action, and obtained a 
* compleat victory.“ We have marched our- 
felves out of breath, and will pauſe a little to let 
you enjoy the victory Though your enjoy- 
ment will be ſhort; for know, that when the 
Shah retreated from Burdomaan by the way of 
Beerboon and the hills, he paſſed ſome days with 
the Rajah of the former, and there concerted 
the operations of the next campaign, as follows: 
The Prince was to march to Bahar, and ſettle 


himſelf if poſſible there, to draw the greateſt 


part of the Engliſh forces that way ; early in 
the next ſeaſon the Morattors were to enter 
the province of Bengal, and the Rajah of Burd- 
wan and Beerboon were to riſe at the ſame time, 
and join the Morattors; the Prince was to take 
the field ſomething earlier, to amuſe the Engliſh, 
to avoid coming to any pitched action with 


them, and watch his opportunity of ſlipping 


by them, as he did the year before, and by 
forced marches (having only horſe) join his 
friends in the Burdomaan; the rendezvous being 
fixed at Burdwan the capital: but unfortunately 
for the unhappy Prince, the two Rajahs pre- 
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Engliſh, which he accordingly did; induced 


E 


mature motions fruſtrated this well laid plan; 
for intelligence arriving at the city of this 
defection, the Subah Mhir Coſſim, in conjunc- 


tion with Major Yorke and the troops under 
his command, immediately took the field, 


marched to Boodgaam the frontier of Beer- 
boon, drove a body of the Rajah's troops 


from thence, and took the place. Here the 
Subah ſtayed, and detached Major Yorke to 
reduce Beerboon, which was ſoon accompliſhed, 


and Nagur the capital taken; — the Burdomaan 


country reduced alſo to obedience, and the 
Morattors drove to the ſouthward, —Whilit theſe 
ſtrokes were given, almoſt as ſoon as thought 
of, the Prince was amuſing our army in Bahar; 
and juſt as he was meditating his ſudden march 
to the ſouthward, a ſpy who had made incredible 
ſpeed (from Major Vorke's camp at Nagur,) 


reached the Prince, and gave him a particular 


detail of the diſaſters attending his friends in 
that quarter; he immediately retreated from the 
neighbourhood of our troops, and advanced 


towards the Sone. Before his retreat he ſtood a 


few minutes cannonading, and this was the on] 
ſemblance of an action, that is to “ vie with 


the moſt brilliant of antiquity, and com- 


e pared with that of Alexander againſt Porus.” 


o far was this from a battle, that it was not 
even a ſkirmiſh; the armies were not within 
muſket ſhot of each other, nor a muſket fired 
on either ſide, nor a ſingle man killed or 

wounded, but about eight or nine poor Laſcars 


killed by the blowing up of a tumbril. The 


Prince, the night after his retreat, called a 


council of war of his miniſters and chief officers; 


and debating on the deplorable ſtate of his 


affairs, came to a reſolution to treat with the 


to 


1129 J 
to it chiefly, by the information he had feceived 
of Mhir Jaffier's a depoſed; to whom he 
had ſo fixed a hatted, that he ſwore by his 
Prophet, he would never quit the purſuit of 
bim whilſt he had ſtrength to draw a fword 3 
and in a Phirmaund he wrote upon the young 
Nabob's death by lightning he had this emark- 
able expreſſion,. . that the wickedneſs of the 
father and ſon was ſo great, God would not 


« truſt: their puniſhment to ahy hand but his 


* own.” Thus you have ſeen, that the de- 
fection of the two Rajahs, &. and the Prince 
throwing himſelf under out protection, Were dud 
to other cauſes than of this boaſted victory 
without a battle; cauſes which theſe gentlemen 
did not or would not know, as they did not 
make for their purpoſe. It is alfo pompouſly 
ſet forth — * That the Major determined to 
bring the Prince to an action as ſoon as 

. < poflible.” If there is any merit in this de- 
termination, it was due to the board of Calcutta; 
who had ſent peremptory orders to fight bim at 


all events. 


20. Whatever merit there is then in the preſent 
tranquillity, is to be aſcribed to our ſucceſs againſt 
the Prince, which, by putting an end to the war in 
the country, reduced it to a ftate of perfect obe- 


dience; And as all the old Nabob's difficulties 


proceeded from his dominions being the feat of 
war, and the default of his revenues on that ac- 
count, there is not the leaſt doubt, had our arms 
met with the ſame ſucceſs during his government, 
but 'that he would have extricated himſelf with 
equal eaſe. | | 


ANSWER, | | 
20. That there is no truth in the whole of this 
paragraph, is proved in the laſt remark. 
| K | 21. After 
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21. After what has been ſet forth, we believe 
few will imagine that Mhir Jaffier was depoſed by 
reaſon either of a want of ability. to rule, or of his 
bad principles: We would willingly indeed ſup- 
poſe, that it proceeded rather from the want of a 


true knowledge of the country policy, and from 


an error of judgment, than from lucrative views, 
had not Mr. Vanſittart, and others of the pro- 
jectors, made no ſecret that there was a preſent 
romiſed them by Coſſim Aly Chan of twenty 
ack : *tis true, they make a merit that this was 
not to be delivered till the Company's debt was 
paid, and his army ſatisfied, We have to obſerve 
on this occaſion, that ſeveral of us have had offers 
from the Nabob of very conſiderable ſums to join 
in his meaſures, which we have conſtantly made 


public, as well as refuſed; and if we, who have 


always. oppoſed thoſe meaſures, have been thus 
tried with pecuniary temptations, what may be 
concluded of thoſe Gentlemen who have ſupported 
the Nabob on every occaſion ? 


REFUTATION, 


21. The malicious inſinuations of this para- 
graph, are unworthy Gentlemen. —We allow this 
offer (not promiſe) was made, and unanimouſly 

rejected by Mr. Vanſittart, and the Committee. 
— Mr. Holwell was charged with the delivery 
of this refuſal, in theſe terms“ That we were 
« labouring for the peace and ſafety of the 
country only; and could not, in honour, 
receive the offer; but that when the country 
was ſettled, the Company's debt paid off, 
* and the arrears paid to his troops, if he then 
thought there was aught due from him, he 
Was at liberty to gratify his friends in what 
% manner he pleaſed.“ This is a fact, which 
vVve were not aſhamed ſhould have a place on the 
i Committee 


Li 


Committee proceedings. As to the offers made, 
and refuſal of theſe Gentlemen, we have their 


ipſe dixit only; and we may chuſe whether we 


will believe it. 5 


22. If the Nabob has purchaſed the power he 
is inveſted with, it is to be expected he will of 


courſe make the moſt of it, by extorting money 


from his ſubjects, and oppreſſing every province 
as much as he can; and as the fate of Jaffier Aly 
Chan muſt have convinced him how little we 
regard the moſt ſacred engagements, he will of 
neceſſity endeavour to ebabliſh himſelf on a foun- 
dation leſs precarious than the friendſhip-of the 
Engliſh. That he already begins to do fo, is evi- 
dent from his till increaſing the number of his 
troops (notwithſtanding the preſent tranquillity) 
and to render them the more formidable, he 1s 


arming and diſciplining as many Seapoys as he can 


rocure, in the European manner : and to ſecure 

imſelf as much as poſſible from us, eſteeming his 
capital Morſhedabad (the ſcene of his predeceſfor's 
fall) too near our ſettlements, he is about erecting 
a large fort at Rajahmaul, which he propoſes to 
make his place of reſidence, where he hopes to 
out of our reach. | 


REFUTATION. 


22. This paragraph firſt begs the queſtion, 
and PREY to draw concluſions not war- 
ranted by it.— s it to be wondered at, that he 
ſhould think of ſecuring himſelf, when he ſaw a 


formed oppoſition in our Committee and Coun- 


cil, from the beginning of his government, 
which hourly ſhewed a diſpoſition to affront and 
inſult him, contrary to the repeated remon- 
ſtrances of Mr. Vanſittart, for obſerving more 

_ temperate and pacific meaſures ? — Is it not a 
2 known 
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known truth, that at the tables of the leaders in 
this oppoſition, the very boys in your ſervice 
- were taught to» huzza, Jaffier Aly Khan for 

« ever ;” and did not Amyatt publicly declare, 

« that the moment the breath was out of Mr. 
„ Vanſittart's body (who then lay dangerouſly 
ill) he would proclaim Mhir Jaffier ?“ 
Could theſe things be notorious, — and Mhir 
Coſſim not be alarmed for his ſafety? b 
I | , | | | n 
23. When any Member of the Board ſuggeſts, 
that the Nabob's behaviour argues a ſuſpicion of 
us, for that if he really confided in, and ſincerely. 
regarded us, he would not put himſelf to the un- 
neceſſary expence of keeping ſo large an army in 
pay, nor treat ſo ill thoſe Who are avowedly our, 
friends; it is replied, That the Nabob is maſter 
of his country; and being independent of us, is- 
at liberty to rule and act as he pleaſes,” But 
ſurely Coſſim Aly Chan cannot be more ſo than 
his predeceſſor was: and if it be true that the Na- 
bob of Bengal is independent of the Engliſh, and 
matter of his on actions, how can the Gentlemen 
juſtify their proceedings againſt Mhir Jaffier, whom 
they called to ſo ſevere an account for the admini- 
ſtration of his own government, as to depoſe him, 
though he had not been guilty of any offence to 
our nation, nor ever deviated from his treaty ? 


ANSWERR. 


at 23. Net worthy notice. See it confuted in a 
kundred places of the ſaid Addreſs. 


24. Inſtead of checking the overgrowing power 
of the preſent Nabob, it is daily promoted; and 
he has even the abſolute command of our army at 
Patna, the Chief there having directions to let him 
have what number of our troops he pleaſes to de- 
mand, without being allowed to judge of the na ture 

| 6 of 
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of the ſervice for which they are demanded. This 


you will obſerve, Honourable Sirs, in the inftruc- 


tions given to Mr. Ellis, dated the 22d September 
laſt, and in the-conſultation of the ſame day, whete 
ſome of our opinions on that procedure are entered, 
We cannot help expreſſing how much we fear that 

an ill uſe will be made by him of this power over 
our forces, and that they will ſooner or later be 
employed for ſuch purpoſes as will render us more 
odious to the whole country, bring greater diſcre- 
dit upon our arms, and reflect farther diſhonour 
upon our nation. 


Axvswr R. 
24. If the aſſertions are true chat are ſet forth 


in this paragraph, we will not attempt to juſtify 


what the Gentlemen here complain of; but if 
Mr. Vanf ttart had ſeen this accuſation, we muft 


ſuppoſe he had ir in his power to e — 5 


reaſons for the meaſure. 


235. Notwithſtanding this zealous attachment to 
Coflim Aly Chan, there can be no reaſon to hope 
he will act the part of a faithful ally towards us. 
What dependance can be had on a perſon who ſo 
readily entered into the ſcheme of depoſing not ow 
his lawful maſter, but his patron, . under wh 
immediate care he was brought up ? who ſhewed 


ſo much diſloyalty to his natural Sovereign“, the 


King of 12 oa to evade even acknowledging 


. ; 
'K £5 him, 
— — X—— — 8 Fi 


Formerly the Shaw! Zadda, who was defeated by Major 
Carnac +, in that famous battle near Patna, ag related above, 
and who, on the death of his father, became King of Indo- 
Kan, and conſequently Sovereign of Bengal, which 3 is one of 
the provinces of his empire. 


+ The Shaw Zadda never was defested by Major Carnae, 
nor was there any famous battle between them, ar any 
battle at all, as related above. 
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him, till he was in a manner obliged to it by our 


repeated deſires? and who betrays a continual 


diſtruſt of thoſe who have appeared any way at- 
tached to us? | 


REgruTATION. 


25. The inſinuation, inference and charge 
againſt Mhir Coſſim, in this paragraph, are 
.. equally extraordinary, Surely they here forget 
the man whoſe cauſe they have all along been 
defending, or they would never have laid them- 
ſelves open in ſo palpable a blot. Pray, Gen- 
tlemen, did not Mhir Jaffier betray his maſter 
in the treaty of 1757, and at the battle of Plaſſey ; 
- not only his lawful maſter, but the grandſon of 
his patron, who had raiſed him from obſcurity 
to the firſt poſts in the Subaſhip ? Did he not 
allo draw his ſword againſt his Sovereign, and 
infamouſly project the aſſaſſinating him? 


26. The Nabob's undutiful behaviour to the 
King, proceeded in great meaſure from his jealouſy 
of . regard we profeſſed for him, and his fears 
that we ſhould reduce his authority, by ſubjecting 
the Subaſhip to its primitive dependency on the 


Mogul, and obliging him to pay the royal re- 


venues. He therefore ſet every engine to work to 
create a rupture between us; he endeavoured to 
make the King uneafy, and to inſtil notions into 
him of his being in danger from us, in order to get 
him out of the country. He excited a mutiny in 
the King's camp, which, had it not been for the 
timely aſſiſtance ſent by Major Carnac, might have 
pos fatal to his Majefty. He repeatedly urged 

r. Vanlittart to diſmiſs him; and forged letters 


to himſelf and the Preſident, as from. the King, 


complaining of being forcibly detained by the Ma- 
jor, and expreſſing his anxiety by not being allowed 
0 leave the country. That theſe letters were 


forged, 


( 135 ] 
forged, his Majeſty hath: ſolemnly declared, by an 
atteſtation under his own hand; and teſtified his 
abhorrence of ſo infamous a proceeding, The 
Nabob, however, at laſt, fo far prevailed, by cor- 
ruption and intriguing with ſome of the courtiers, 
as to bring about what he had ſo much at heart, 
the King's being ſent away without receiving any 
aſſiſtance from us, or being paid any part of the 
revenues of this Subaſhip. This rebellious beha- 
viour of the Nabob juſtly incenſed the King, who 
declared that he would not ſuffer him to continue 


in his Subaſhip, whenever he had power ſufficient 


to prevent it. 


REFuTATION. 


26. That the Nabob ſhould be anxious to get 


the King out of the provinces as ſoon as poſſible, 
we can account for, and juſtly vindicate, from 
cauſes very obvious. But how this laboured 
paragraph will agree with the violent behaviour 
of Major Carnac, upon his imagining there was 
los great and ſuſpicious an intimacy between the 
King and the Nabob, you ſhall judge from the 
following recital. When the King was on his 
vilit of leave at the Subah's tent, where a grand 
entertainment was made for him, ſome little time 
before his departure, he withdrew with the Suba 
into the inner tent, where they held a private 
conference, and, as afterwards appeared, wrote 


interchangeably in each other's Koran, which, 


by the bye, is the ſtrongeſt and moſt ſolemn en- 
gagement of amity and friendſhip in the world 
amongſt Muſſelmen. The Major, on their com- 
ing out, expreſſed in moſt loud and vehement 
terms his diſſatisfaction at this private con- 
ference, and ordered the interpreter to tell the 
King his high diſpleaſure; inſomuch that the 
Suba thought it neceſſary to check his paſſion, 
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and deſired him to recolle& he was ſpeaking to 

the King: To which he replied, that wazx my 

WAS OFFENDED, KINGS AND NaBoBs WERE TO 
HIM THE SAME. el 00 


275. His Majeſty, before his departure, gave the 
moſt unqueſtionable proof of his hatred to Coſſim 
Aly Chan, and of his efteem for the Engliſh, by 
the voluntary offer he made them of the Dewanny 
of Bengal. This poſt is the collection of the 
revenues of all the provinces ſubject to the Nabob, 

which are to be accounted for with the court of 
Delhy. It differs from the Subadaree; the latter 
being the command of the troops, and the charge 
of the juriſdiction in the provinces, the expences 
whereot are paid out of the revenues by the Dewan, 
It was formerly a ſeparate office, but the Nabobs 
of Bengal, taking advantage of the late commo- 
tions in the empire, have aſſumed it to themſelves. 
From the nature of the office, it is evident that 
the King, diſtruſting the Nabob, intended that we 
ſhould be a check upon him, and be anſwerable 
for the revenues, no account of which he could get 
from Coſſim Aly Chan, who detained them for his 
own uſe... This appointment would have — 
the Company about fifteen lacks yearly, excluſive 
of the lands of Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chitta- 
gong, which his Majeſty alſo offered to confirm to 
them; and to eſtabliſh their intereſt and influence, 
not only in theſe provinces, but as far as the city 
of Delhy itſelf, to which place our commerce 

wight then, with the utmoſt ſafety, have been ex- 


2 9 


3 AxswER. = ; 
2797. Touching the firſt part of this paragraph, 
ve refer to our laſt remark, With regard to the 
offer of the Dewance, the objections againſt te- 
bal 4 4 ceiving 


E 
ceiving it were ſtrong 
- we could have been inveſted with the Subadaary 


28. It is hard to conceive why ſo honourable 
and advantageous an offer ſhould be rejected: it is 
alledged it would be the ſource of continual diſ- 
putes between us and the Nabob, and occaſion too 
great a diminution of his power; but ſurely this 


and unanſwerable, 0 


conſideration, admitting it to be true, ought not to 
ſtand in competition with the honour and intereſts 
of the Company, which would be greatly pro- 
moted by ſuch an appointment; what renders this 
refuſal the more extraordinary is, that it is well 
known application was made to the King, ſoon 


after Mr. Vanſittart's arrival, in Jaffier Aly Chan's 


time, for the ſunads or grants of the province of 
Bengal, which were actually drawn out to be ſent 
to us; but the revolution, in favour of Coſſim 
Aly Chan, taking place in the interim, an entire 
ſtop was put to the negociation. | 
ANSWER, 

28. The firſt part of this paragraph is ſpoken. 

to above. Concerning the laſt part, we can 
only ſay, no grant of that kind was ſolicited. 
for, whilſt Mr. Holwell had a ſeat at the Board 
of Calcutta, though it certainly, would have been. 
puſhed for, and doubtleſs obtained, if his re- 
monſtrances on that head had been hearkened to. 


29. The Nabob was ſo inveterate againſt all 
thoſe natives who were known to be in our intereſt, 
that he uſed his utmoſt endeavours to prevail on 
Colonel Coote and Major Carnac, to conſent to 


his proceeding to the moſt unjuſtifiable ſeverities 


againſt them, 2 againſt Rajah: Ramna- 
rain, having offered the Colonel five lack of rupees, 
provided he would concur in the deſtruction of 
| 4. | that 


% 


TTT 


r 
- - — 


. 


rr "I 2 
* 1 


1 138 ] 
that unhappy man, who has ſince been given up 
to him by the Board. The Colonel's refuſal of 
this money, we are well convinced, was the motive 
of his (the Nabob's) unjuſt ſuſpicion and reſent- 
ment againſt him, which appears not only by the 
Colonel's letters on the face of the proceedings of 
the Board, but alſo by Coſſim Aly Chan's own 


declaration to him, that he could not be his friend 
unleſs he received his preſent. | 


REexuTATION. 


29. Not one ſingle or particular inſtance of 
thele inveteracies againſt the natives in our 
intereſt, but that of Ram Narain, already ex- 
ploded. 


3 o. The ſame ſpirit of reſentment, which actuated 
the Nabob againſt Colonel Coote, was equally 
ſtrong againit Major Carnac, whom he alſo en- 
deavoured to buy over to ſerve his ends, but in 
vain. The Nabob faw, with a jealous eye, the 
many diſtinguiſhing marks of favour the King con- 
ferred on him, and would fain have made a breach 
between them, which not being able to effect, he 
wrote ſeveral letters of complaint againſt him to 
the Preſident, who from prejudice was too much 
inclined to believe them, and ſought all opportuni- 
ties of blaming his conduct at the Board, and of 
putting the worſt conſtruction upon all his endea- 
vours for the public ſervice, of which many in- 
ſtances could be produced. 


ANSWER. 


30. Theſe large offers and 8 refuſals 
ſpeak an exalted integrity: they are poſſibly 
true too, at leaſt for ought we know: but we 
think it would have been better if ſo much had 
not been ſaid about it; for though we may have 
oy 9 8 | * implicit 


a 
implicit faith in theſe aſſertions, the wicked 
world may not. 


31. A flagrant injuſtice was done Major Carnac 
in calling him away from Patna, when the detach- 
ment ſtill left there, was large enough to render 
the command adequate to his rank, and where he 
might have been of ſervice: whereas his preſence 
was unneceſſary at Calcutta, as the Colonel was 
going down. 1 

32. A very ſignal inſult offered by Coſſim Aly 


Chan to the Engliſh nation, was the intercepting, 


by his order, a letter which Major Carnac, when 
commanding thearmy, had wrote to the King, which 
the Nabob opened and ſent to the Preſident, This 
letter, with others from the Nabob, was minuted 
in conſultation of the 5th of Auguſt, and it was 
inſinuated to contain proof of a plot, concerted 
between the Colonel, Major, Ramnarain and 


Shitabray, to create a freſh revolution. Much 


ains were taken to find out myſterious meanings 
in the letter, and hints were thrown out to prepoſ- 
ſefs the Board, that ſuch a combination was actually 
on foot; however, after the cloſeſt ſcrutiny into 
the letter, and the ſtricteſt examination of Shita- 
*bray, who was called down from Patna for that 
purpoſe, the Board gave it unanimouſly as their 
opinion, that there were not the leaſt grounds to 
ſuppoſe any ſuch combination, the ridicule whereof 
was ſo conſpicuous, that we do not imagine even 
thoſe who ſo ſeriouſly promoted the enquiry could 

ever have believed it. 
33. The material part of this letter related to 
an application, which the Major (by Col, Coote's 
directions) made to the King, to be put in poſ- 
feſſion of ſome fort in Shuja Dowlah's country 
upon the Ganges ; which, had our troops attended 
his Majeſty, as we muſt have marched through 
| Shuja 
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Shuja Dovla's territories, would have been abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for a place of arms, and to keep 
up our communication. The ſtopping ſuch a letter, 
or indeed any one from a perſon in ſo public a 
character as the Major then was, might be of the 
moſt fatal conſequence, was alſo a public affront, 
and one that never was before offered by any 
Nabob; yet no ſatis faction has ever been obtained 
from him, although wrote too publicly on that 
head. 


Axswzx. Re 
31, 32, and 33, To theſe paragraphs Mr. 
Vanſittart muſt anſwer, when he has it in his 
er. Until then, we hope the world will 
2555 their judgment: but if they cannot ſtay 
ſo long, they may form a verdict on the veracity 
of £4. 4 and various other parts of this per- 
1 formance, we believe pretty juſtly, from the 
4 manner in which it bas been tranſmitted hither. _ 


| 24. You will now, Hon“: Sirs, be able to com- 
* pare. the preſent with the preceding government. 
So momentous a ſtep as ſubverti * former one, 
we conceive, ought not to have been undertaken 
till after the moſt mature deliberation, and from a 
thorough knowledge of the country, its connections 
and intereſts. But this was far from being the 
caſe. Mr. Vanſittart had only been three months 
in Bengal, and in ſo ſhort à ſpace of time can 
hardly be ſuppoſed to have acquired ſo perfect a 
knowledge of matters as to be able to determine, 
that it was abſolutely neceſſary to annul a treaty 
which had been ratified, in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
by Admiral Watſon, and Colonel Clive, together 
with, a regularly-authorized Select Committee, 
uarantied by the credit of the Company, and the 
onour of the nation. . 
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34. The credit of the Company, and honour 


of the nation, would have been ſunk, the one 
to ruin, and the other to proſtitution, if pro- 
tection had been longer granted to that monſter 

it of iniquity, Mhir Jaffier. See the Addreſs. 7 

u., i NM 2663 en, -36n 
35. The gentlemen, who were the promoters of 
this revolution, have coincided remarkably in each 
others opinion during the laſt year's conſultations : 
in return, the Preſident has not failed to ſhew 
them partiality, of which we. will give you a re- 
markable inſtance: notwithſtanding, in your letter 
to this preſidency, dated 21 Jan, 1761, you were 
pleaſed, in the moſt poſitive terms, to order the 
diſmiſſion of Meſſieurs Sumner, Playdell and Mac 
Guire ; yet, on the foth of Auguſt, when, in 
conſequence of Mr. Mac Guire's diſmiſſion, Mr. 
Ellis was appointed chief at Patna, Mr. Vanſittart 
propoſed in Council, that Mr. Mac Guire ſhould 
remain in the chiet-ſhip till Mr. Ellis's arrival, 
which could not be effected in leſs than two months. 
The queſtion was abſolutely put to the Board, but 
carried in the negative; the other gentlemen not 
chuſing to be guilty of ſo glaring a deviation from 
their maſters orders: | and. at Mr. Vahſittart's 
deſire, this propoſal of his on was not entered on 
the face of that conſultation. Here it will be neceſ- 
ſary alſo to obſerve, that Mr. Holwell, after the 


Hon Company had ſhewn him fo plain a mark 


of their diſpleaſure, as to remove him from the 
Chair to ſeventh in Council, at firſt wavered, 
whether to continue in the ſervice or not, till (as 
he declared) he had a private conference with Mr. 
Vanſittart; after which he remained in both Council 
and Select Committee till the very day on which Mr. 


Vanſittart took leave of the Board to proceed to Mor- 


ſhedabad, 
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ſhedabad, | in order to execute the plan which had 
been formed Z and then Mr, Holwell ane 


1 


35. Why it was neceſſary to bring Mr. Holwell 
in upon this occaſion; may not be quite clear: 
We will therefore elucidate this paſſage—It was 

not enough that Mr. Holwell was included in 
the many dirty inſinuations thrown out in dif- 
ferent parts of this elaborate work, againſt the 
pProjectors of this revolution, &c. but it was 
thought neceſſary that he ſhould be particularly 
pointed at, with ſome invidious mark of their 
malice; though they had not art enough among 
them to make it at all poignant, —Mr. Holwell 
thanks them for affording him this ft favourable 
| occaſion of acknowledging all they ſay (of him) 
in this paragraph ig moſt tritt true. 
Mr. Holwell confeſſes, that, ſtimulated by 
reſentment at the ingratitude of his employers, 
he reſolved to quit che ſervice immediately, on 
Mr. Vanſittart's arrival - but preſſed by him and 
the committee to alter his reſolves for ſome time 
at leaſt—he wavered—and ſoon after ſeeing, an 
appearance of ſome ſalutary turn to the Com- 
pany's affairs, he determined to remain, and give 
his helping hand to it.— This was accompliſhed— 
and then Mr. Holwell reſign'd. 
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36. The Armenian miniſters of the revolution, 

Cosa Petruce and Kojah Gregory, are in the 
higheſt degree of favour with the Nabob and his 

| adherents ; ; the former reſides in Calcutta, retained 

by Coſſim Aly Chan, a” known {ſpy upon every 

tranſaction of the Engliſh, of which he never 

fails to give his maſter the moſt regular intelligence, 

as Was too apparent -ro both Colonel Coote and 

Major Carnac, when they were at - Patna, The 

| latter 
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latter of theſe Armenians has poſts of the greateſt 


truſt near the Nabob's perſon; and through the 
means of theſe men, the Armenians in general are 
ſetting up an independant footing in the country, 
are Carrying on a trade greatly detrimental to our 
inveſtments in all parts, and commit daily acts of 
violence, which reflect no ſmall odium on the 
Engliſh, who are ſuppoſed to encourage their pro- 
ceedings. Is 
REMARK. 


36. This paragraph requires no anſwer from us. 


37. It is this ſyſtem of adminiſtration which we 
have conſtantly. oppoſed, as thinking your. affairs 
could not | poſſibly proſper under it. And you 
will now be able to account for many differences 
at the Board, which will appear through the courſe 
of our conſultations, and which will doubtleſs ſur- 
priſe you till the real cauſe is Known. As we have 
hitherto denied our aſſents to meaſures, becauſe we 
deemed them contrary to your intereſts, though the 
adopting them would have turned out greatly to 
our private emoluments ; ſo you may reſt aſſured 
it ſhall ever continue an invariable maxim with us, 
to make your honour and advantage the ſole ob- 
ject of our attention. 


RE MARK. 
37. Nor this. 


38. You have been acquainted, Honourable 
Sirs, that the King has applied for your aſſiſtance, 
to ſettle him on the throne, and to recover ſuch 
parts of his territories as are ſtill in the hands of 
rebels. It is our opinion, that we have troops 
enough to form an army for the enterprize; and 
as we have no Furopean enemy. to fear, the forces 
requilite for this ſervice can without danger be 
3 | ſpared, 
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ſpared.. The Nabob's large army, which is now 
a burden upon the provinces, and only kept up 
to ſcreen. him from the King's power, and through 


his jealouſy of us, would afford a conſiderable 


addition, and at the ſame. time eaſe the country of 
an immenſe expence. Shujah Dowlat, one of the 
moſt powerful men of the empire, would join with 
his forces; beſides many other conſiderable powers, 
friends to the King, from different parts, would 
flock to the royal ſtandard, ſhould we ever take 
the field; and our army moſt probably (as the 
King himſelf has frequently declared) would march 
to the gates of Delhy without oppoſition, We 
moſt humbly ſubmit to you, whether ſo glorious 
an opportunity of aggrandizing the Company in 
Indoſtan ſhould not be embraced ; and leave it to 
yourſelves to judge of the reputation and advan- 
tages which would reſult to them, if through the 
means of the Britiſh arms, his Majeſty ſhould be 
eſtabliſhed on his throne. For want of our aid, 
he 1s now. actually at a ſtand, and unable to pro- 


ſecute his journey to his capital. 


But ſhould you be unwilling to extend your con- 


nections further up the country, and inſtead of ac- 


cepting the Dewanny of Bengal, chooſe to confine 
your views to your new acquiſitions, and to the 
trade of Bengal alone, we beg leave to offer it as 
our opinion, that we ought to maintain an intereſt 
in the country, independent. of the Nabob, by 
ſupporting in power ſuch men as have proved 
themſelves our friends: This will ſerve as a 
balance againſt him, ſhould he entertain evil 
deſigns againſt us. 
. ANSWER. 


38. This has been already ſpoken to, in a 
detached Piece, by another hand, intitled, A 
Supplement, &c. 

os 29. We 
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29. We have now given you a fair relation of 
things, and, conſcious of the goodneſs of our 
intentions, we cannot but flatter ourſelves, we ſhall 
meet with your approbation in th: part we have 
taken, We ſhall therefore conclude with the 
aſſurance, that our endeavours ſhall - never be 
wanting to promote the honour and intereſts of 
our employers, their ſucceſs being the object of 


our molt fervent wiſhes. 


We are, with the greateſt reſpect, 
Honoured Sirs, 
Your molt faithful 
And dutitul Servants, 


ForT Wil Lian, 
11th March, 1762. (Signed) 


EyRrz CoorTE. 
P. AMYATT. 
JokN CaRNac. 
W. ErLLis. 

S. BaTs0N, 

H. VERELST. 


ANSWER, 


39. We will cloſe our remarks with one Re- 
flection only.— If the matters and things here 
fer forth were facts, and eſſential for the know- 
ledge of their employers, why were they ſo long 
concealed. from them ? And why has the whole 
of it ſo much the appearance of pretences framed 
a priori, to extenuate a conduct and oppoſition, 
they have (at leaſt five of them) ſublequently 
carried into action? and for which their friends, 
at this critical juniture, thought an apology abſo- 
lutely neceſſary ? | 

J. Z. HOLWELL. 
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IMPORTANT FACTS 


RECARDING THE 


EasT-INDIa CoMPaANY's AFFAIRS - 


in BENGAL, 


From the Year. 1752 to 1760. 


This TREATISE contains 


An exact State of the COMPAN Y's Revenues 
in that Settlement; 


WITH 
COPIES of ſeveral very intereſting LETTERS: 


SHEWING PARTICULARLY, 


The Real Cauſes which drew on the PRESIDENCY of 
BENGAL the dreadful CATASTROPHE of the 
Year 1756; | 
| AND | 

Vindicating the Character of Mr. HOLWELL from many 
ſcandalous Aſperſions unjuſtly thrown out againſt him, in 


an anonymous Pamphlet, publiſhed March 6th, 1764, 
intitled, 


«REFLECTIONS 
ON THE 


Preſent State of our EasT-InDia AFFAIRS," 
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The PROPRIETORS 
OF | 
EAST-INDIA STOCK, 
AND | 
r UB LL i+-Q 


T HE anonymous Pamphlet, publiſhed Tueſ- 
day the 6th of March 1764, under the title 
of Reflections on the preſent State of our Eaſt- 
India Affairs,“ being plainly calculated to anſwer 
the purpoſe of a day only; it ſhould ſeem hardly 
worthy your notice : nor indeed ſhould we have 
thought it worth ours, did it not afford us a 
favourable opportunity of laying open ſome material 
facts, which we think claim your attention, and 
will deſerve your thanks. ; 
The title-page of this Pamphlet ſays it is wrote 
« By a Gentleman long reſident in India ;” but 
ſurely no Gentleman could fall ſo much below that 
character, as this anonymou; author does, in low 
perſonal abuſe and ſcurrility ; though the obvious 
venom of the heart that dictates through the whole, 
will defend againſt its influence and intended im- 
preſſions.—We rather think, from the mixed ityle, 
that this production is the joint efforts of wo ſmal! 
geniuſes ; the one, pert, coxcomical, affecting wit 


and metaphor ; the other, of meagre, duſky 


aſpect, ſtalling forth with pompous diction ! ſound- 
ing epithets ! long-winded, metaphorical bombaſt ! 
and tedious declamations ! —— From the Z/icas 
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complexion of this Shakeſpear's Caſſius, what 
can flow, but envy, rancour, and B ittereſt reflec- 
tions? Whether theſe things clubbed their geniuſes, 
or transfuſed each to other his ſpirit for this 
paltry taſk, is not very material ; — none but 
they, or ſuch-like, could ſurely be capable of ſuch 
a performance. 

Whatever may have becn the Author's intention 
by the exordium, laboured progreſs, and concluſion 
of this anonymous Pamphlet, the whole of this 
unconnected piece ſeems huddled together, more 
particularly.to introduce- the perſonal attack in the 
centre; againſt this attack we ſhall chiefly raiſe 
our batteries, — previouſly demoliſhing ſome of 
their ſcattered our-works,” (unſupported by each 
other) as they fall in our way, and intercept our 
march. 

The falſe and ſcandalous lights which Anony- 
mous throws on the motives "that induced Col. 
Clive's ſucceſſor to form ſome change in the poli- 
tical ſtate at Bengal, are fo fully confuted in that 
Gentleman's Addreſs to you, that nothing more is 
wanted here, to enforce conviction to honeſt im- 
partiality, The partial and malicious are not to 
be convinced by facts or argument; indeed it 
makes not for their preſent purpoſe to own it, tho? 
they are: To theſe we do not write, Theſe are 
hardy enough to charge this Gentleman (page 37) 
with forming a ſcheme to depoſe Mhir Jaffler, in 
favour of Mhir Coflim, „ almoſt as ſoon as be 
« came to power,” though he has proved, beyond 
contradiction, that he tupported Mhir Jaffier with 
ſpirit and perſeverance, as long as there was a re- 
maining poſſibility of doing” it, almoſt to the ruin 
of your affairs; ſo tenacious was he of the treaty 
ſubſiſting between the Engliſh and Mhir Jaffier, 
even though he had violated every article of it, in 
effect, by the ſingle ſtep of bringing the Dutch 

2 | troops 
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troops into his dominions. This Gentleman has 
alſo undeniably proved, that his views for the 
Company's benefit extended much higher than the 
ſyſtem of Nabob changing,” which, he ſaw, could 
produce no ſolid and laſting advantage, either 
to the Company or the Provinces. And he has 
likewiſe demonſtrated, that he had neither any hand 
in, nor intention; or wiſh, to depoſe Mhir Jaffier 
in favour of Mhir Coſſim; but on the contrary, 
took every precaution, which his then {ſcanty power 
gave him, for the ſecurity of the dignity, perſon, 
and property of the former, however little he 
deſerved it. 

The partizans of Mhir Jaffer have very ſtudi- 
ouſly evaded owning the charge againſt him, of 
bringing in the Dutch forces, foreleeing that would 
ſilence every attempt urged in juſtification of him; 
but here truth and conſcience for once ſteps in 
between them and their machinations, , and makes 
them . ye up the point, in the following 
words, page 30, le was not unacquainted with 
the ſigns of the Dutch, and would not have 
& been ſorry to have ſeen an European force intro- 
e duced into his dominions, to prove a check on 
te the power of thoſe, likely to become his maſters 
<« inſtead of his allies. However, his deep reſpect 
% and awe of Colonel Clive, prevented his acting 
© openly upon this occaſion.“ Here, let it be 
alſo remarked, that theſe partizans, in page 19, 
ſet forth, that * This Nabob was ſupported with 
Honour by his maker, ſo long as he continued in 
India.“ The battle of Plaſſey gave this man 
the Subaſhip'in June, 1757. In October, 1758, 
or thereabours, he muſt have planned his iniqui- 
tous ſcheme with the Dutch; as about this time a 
ſmall veſſel was diſpatched expreſs to Batavia, and 
our armament for the Southward was on its depar- 
ture. That the Dutch would have meditated a 
8 L 4 | {cheme 
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ſcheme of this kind, without the encouragement 
and participation of the Suba, no one in his ſenſes 
can believe. Here we ſee this man hardly eſtabliſhed 
in his government, planning to deſtroy and coun- 
termine that power which raiſed him; and this 
without any ſhadow of complaint againſt us, for 
he had been ſupported with honour. His being only 
_ "acquainted with the deſigns of the Dutch, without 
communicating thoſe deſigns to us, his allies, was 
virtually a breach and violation of that whole 
treaty he had ſo ſolemnly entered into. That he 
did not a openly on this occaſion, was owing only 
to his fears, and the deepeſt treachery both to the 
Dutch and us. If the Dutch had proved ſucceſsful 
in the river, and on the plains of Bederra, we 
ſhould ſoon have felt the effects of his open conduct, 
-and not an individual of the colony had eſcaped 
laughter, Let it be remembered too, that by 
Colonel Clive's orders, Coja Wazzeed (a man of 
family, character, and rank) was taken priſoner, 
on his paſſage from Moorſhadabad to Chinſura, 
brought under a ſtrong guard to Fort William, 
impriſoned there, and died under his confinement. 
So extraordinary a ſtep would want juſtification, ' 
had not the Colonel received the fulleſt proof and 
conviction, that this man (though a pretended 
friend to the Engliſh) was the negotiator with the 
Suba, on the part of the Dutch, in the treaty for 
bringing in their forces. In ſhort, let the whole of 
this tranſaction be viewed in any light whatever, it 
would, if theſe partizans had a grain of modeſty 
and candour among them, utterly ſilence every 
plea they have urged in his defence, and pre- 
tended commulecation, for his misfortunes, thrown 
out at this period only to anſwer a poor unworthy 
purpoſe. | | 

Page 31 of this Pamphlet exhibits the following: 
„The ſuperiority of this extraordinary genius, 
| Il (Col. 
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(Col. Clive) predominated fo far over that of the 
« Nabob, that when he quitted India, he left this 
« Prince in ſuch a ſtate of dependance, and the 
« affairs of the Engliſh in ſuch an exalted and 
« powerful ſituation, that even the Kites and 
« Ocols that followed, had it in their power to 
“ gorge themſelves with that prey (M. J.) which 
« being beat down, was at the mercy of, though 
„ ſpared by, this generous Eagle.” — Oh ! me- 


taphor! how art thou tortured ! how art thou 


proſtituted ! Let us examine a little what mercy 
this poor prey found, and how /pared, by this 
generous Eagle? It is confeſſed, page 19, © that 
* Mhir Jaffier diſtributed among his new allies 
« all the treaſures of his predeceſſor, and mort- 
« paged two of his richeſt provinces to them, for 
«the payment of a farther ſum,” beſides © large 
e tratis of land to the Company ;” the rents of 
which were firſt paid by the Company to him, 
and ſubſequently given to this generous Eagle. 
Such was the mercy he found, and thus was he 
ſpared. | 

It may be ſaid, this Eagle raiſed the game, and 
had a right to hea? it down as low as he pleaſed. 
Suppoſe it ſo; let us fee the conſequences. - 

Mhir Jaffier, thus ſtripped, had better never 
been born, or at leaſt never raiſed to this dignity ; 
for having no treaſures of his own, and bur {mall 
preſent reſources trom the revenues of his country, 
the foundation was here laid of all his future miſ- 
fortunes. His ſupplies not being equal to the 
ſupport of his extravagancies, the pay of his 
troops, and other abſolutely- neceſſary calls of his 
government, and he finding himſelf incapah's of 
relinquiſhing or retrenching his licentious expences, 
his affairs fell into that ſtate of ruin and confuſion 
ſo juſtly painted by Mr. Holwell in his Addreſs. 
So that (to purſue this notable metaphor) you ſce, 

; after 
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— all, if the poor Kites and Owls that followed 
this generous Eagle had been an hungred, there 
was nothing left for them to gorge, but the bare 


bones of the prey. 
Wich regard to the exalted and powerful . 


of the Company's affairs, as pompouſly recited in 
the foregoing quotation, the real fact ſtands thus: 


When Col. Clive left Bengal, your Treaſury was 


at a very low ebb, and further ſupphes cut off, 
before he was well out of the river; but of this 
you have been ſufficiently informed in the Addreſs 
above referred to. And as to Col. Clive's extra- 
ordinary genius predominating ſo far above that 
„ of the Nabob's,” we think Mhir Jaffier's in- 
troduction of the Dutch forces affords no proof 


of it. 
Leaving the other parts of this Pamphlet to the 


— and natural concluſions and ſentiments of the 


Public, we proceed, purſuant to our Title- page, 
in our promiſed juſtification, from materials left 
with us by this Gentleman on his laſt departure for 
India, and others tranſmitted by him after his 
arrival there; in the courſe of which many impor- 


tant circumſtances and facts will occur, worthy 


your conſideration, which will throw a new light 
on ſome intereſting periods in your affairs, and ar 
the ſame time manifeſt and illuſtrate the great and 
eminent ſervices this Gentleman has rendered you; 
ſervices ſo ſtriking, that, though they never ob- 
tained common juſtice or gratitude, from your 
Court of Directors at home, yet gained him the 
public thanks of your Bengal Preſidency on your 
behalf, even after he was ſuperceded in the govern- 
ment of your affairs. This Pamphlet is not the 
only inſtance of party rage, whereby this Gentle- 
man has been baſely traduced, and by ſome even 


of thoſe in your Direction, who had ſet their hands 


to higher encomiums on Mr. Holwell's integrity 
121. 8 and 
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and abilities, than had ever before been beſtowed 
on any one in your ſervice, and without any the 
leaſt ſnadow of cauſe to impeach his conduct, or 
alter theſe favourable ſentiments of lim. Mr. 
Holwell himſelf diſdains a reply to the ſeveral low 
attacks, made by malice and envy on his reputation: 
but on us, his friends, it is incumbent; and we 
7 hereby to atone for our neglect of not doing 
it long ago, and own our obligation to this anohy- 
mous writer, for giving us io favourable an op- 
portunity. 

To clear up, and erh many Paffaggs, touch- 
ing men and things, we think it neceſſary to intro- 
duce our defence, with an account of the diſputes 
in Leadenhall- ſtreet, at the latter end of the year 
1737, and beginning of 1738 when this Gentle- 
man unhappily (for himſelf) became the object of 
contention between two parties in your Court of 
Ditectors, and fell a ſacrifice to the perſeverance of 
his (and we may truly ſay your) friends. This — 
detail was then drawn up by one, minutely ac 
quainted with the concealed, as well as open ſprings 
of action at that period, in manner nun Fae 


NaRRATIVE of the Dometic Wars in Leadephall- 
Street, from October 1737, to * — of 
April, 1758. 


IKE Homer, and orhes nadie of hate, 


we will begin with a lift of the combatants z 
it will ſave ſome trouble in the courſe of the en- 


gagement. | | IfS 
Meſſrs, Payne, Chairman, | 
2 Burrow | 7 Weſtern 
3 Jones Raymond 8 Jones — 4 
3 John Raymond 9 Browne S 
5 Sir James Creed 10 Dorriern 
6 Saunders |  1T Stevens 7 
| 12 Manſpip 
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12 Manſhip 19 Dudley 
13 Hadley 20 Savage 
14 Chambers 21 Tullie 
15 Impey 22 Gough 
16 Sullivan, Deputy 23 Phipps 
17 Godfrey 24 Rous 
18 Plant 


It was not without much previous debate, heat, 
and animoſity, that the above Gentlemen came 
unanimouſly into a ſcheme for the government of 
Bengal, by a rotation of four, to wit, Meſſrs. 
Watts, Manningham, Becher, and Holwell. The 
plan was deſigned as a temporary expedient only, 
until further advices from Calcutta; Hard wick 
carried out theſe determinations, ſigned by the 
whole court, under date the 11th of November, 
1757, and harmony ſeemed again to be eſtabliſhed. 
A general reform of the ſettlement of Fort Wil- 
liam was next taken into conſideration, planned 
and adjuſted at various meetings, conliſting only 
of the two chairs, Mr. Holwell and the Secretary. 
During theſe operations, Diſcord again began to 
exert her influence; and entering the breaſts of 
the Bombay faction, who ſhe knew were ripe 
for her purpoſe, urged them to move and inſiſt 
that another Gentleman ſhould be appointed to 
ſucceed to the rotation of four, in caſe of death or 
abſence. The Bombay faction, conſiſting of the 
Deputy Chair, and the eight immediately follow- 
ing him on the above liſt, (acting under their 
General L—w) carried their point in the Committee 
of Correſpondence, by a majority of 6 to 3, Sir 
James Creed and Governor Saunders being abſent. 
The next Court-day Mr. Payne brought the affair 
before a full court, where the reſolution of the 
Correſpondence was over-ruled by a majority of 
. 15 to 9, as being not only contrary to the deter- 
| minations 
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minations unanimouſly ſigned to by the Hardwick, 
but alſo to the very principle and motives, which 
urged thoſe determinations. From this hour Peace 
too her flight from Leadenhall-ſtreet, Civil War 
took place, and Diſcord reigned with uninterrupted 
ſway. 

This defeat of the minority was far from dif- 
couraging them. They now, under the auſpices of 
their General, (who was moſt active behind the 
curtain} planned a ſtroke at the rotation itſelf, 
which they intended to execute at the next Quar- 
terly General Court; but advices of the revolu- 
tion in favour of Jaffier Aly Cawn arriving about 
this time, gave them a plauſible opportunity to 
attempt aboliſhing the rotation in the Court of 
Directors, without waiting for the Quarterly Gene- 
ral Court. Accordingly, when the Court of Di- 
rectors met to confer on the advices they had re- 
ceived of the revolution, and unanimouſly deter- 
mined to make a compliment of the government 
of Bengal to Col. Clive during his refidence in 
India, the Bombay faction moved, © that the 
« important change in their affairs at Bengal, made 
ce the expedient of the rotation no longer needful, 
„ but that Mr. Watts ſhould be appointed to 
% ſucceed the Colonel.“ | 

The majority of 15 (as they ſtand prior on the 
liſt) urged on the contrary, “ that as the change 
regarded the ſituation of their affairs only, without 
any ſufficient proofs tranſmitted to them, that gave 
any more favourable impreſſion of individuals in 
their ſervice, they judged it premature to make 
as yet any further alterations in the govern- 
ment of Bengal, the ſame cauſes ſtill ſubſiſtin 
which firlt urged the expedient of the rotation.” 

This difference of views and ſentiments occaſioned 
debates to run to the moſt violent heights, in the 
courſe of which the minority loſt all regard to 
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decency and manners; to put a ſtop to which the 
Chairman put the queſtion, Whether Col. Clive 
t ſhould be appointed to the government of Bengal, 
e and the rotation of four take place on his ab- 
«ſence, as before appointed?“ On this, freſh 
feuds aroſe ; the Bombay faction inſiſting that the 
queſtion ſhould be divided. This was oppoſed by 
the Chairman, and brought on the previous queſtion, 
which being put, it was carried againſt a diviſion 
of the queltion 15 to 9, On this the minority no 
longer oblerved any meaſures; Meſſrs. Sullivan, 
Godfrey, Phipps, and Plant, quitted the Court, 
and the reſt of the faction refuſed to ballot. 

The majority, however, proceeded to buſineſs, 
and unanimouſly appointed the Colonel to the go- 
vernment, and the rotation to take place on his 
abſence. The general letter containing this reſo- 
lution, and the other general reform of the ſettle- 
ment, was ſigned the eighth of March, by the 15 
only, the minority refuſing to ſign. | 

The faction, not a whit diſmayed at theſe re- 
peated defeats, but, like Anteus, 3 
& ſtrength from blows,” had now recourſe to their 
expedient of the Quarterly General Court, and 
began to beat up for volunteers amongſt the Pro- 
prietors. Their General took up his reſidence, in 
a manner, for many days in the city, and went 
about begging ſingle votes, in which he was moſt 
induſtriouſly followed by his Mirmidons ; whilſt 
the majority of 15, conſcious of the propriety and 
integrity of their own conduct, made it a point not 
to ſpeak to a Proprietor on the ſubject: A maxim 
(in politics) founded on a falſe principle; for 
when a body of men in power are conſcious of 
the rectitude of their intentions, in any meaſure 
adopted for the good of the community, it is 
incumbent on them to ſecure that meaſure by every 
means poſſible, This error in judgment of the 

. majority, 
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majority, gave the greateſt advantage to the mino- 


rity. The majority likewiſe reſted in a falle ſecu- 
rity, that a Quarterly General Court, which was 


not ſummoned on ſpecial affairs, could not go into 


any matters, but what were regularly brought 
before them and ſpecified in their ſummons, tho 
ſame having no precedent, and being contrary, to 
all propriety, as well as the eſtabliſhed laws of the 
Court; in which, however, they found themſelves 
miſtaken. Thus the minority came to the Quar- 
terly Court fully prepared, and with their united 
force; whillt the majority came totally unprepared, 
and without any force at all, 

Here it is neceſſary to recite- a circumſtance, 
which greatly favoured this attempt of the mino- 
rity. The rotation was as little reliſhed by the 
bulk of the Proprietors, without knowing why, or 
wherefore, as by themſelves: It was (as before 
hinted) with much difficulty that the Bombay 
faction were brought to aſſent to it at firſt, and they 
were now determined to aboliſh it, though, with 
it, they aboliſhed the power, and every effectual 
authority of a Court of Directors. 

The indefatigable activity of the minority, and 
inactivity of the majority, produced each their ade- 
quate effects at the Quarterly Court. The uſual 
buſineſs and forms over, Mr. Law began the attack 
by an invective againſt the rotation, as being a 
ſtrange, motley, many- headed monſter, in which 
he was ſeconded by Mr. Phipps, ſupported by Mr. 
P. Godfrey, in a written ſpeech, which he deſired 
permiſſion to read. . 

The Chairman, in a ſhort, but ſtrong ſpeech, 
urged *The irregularity of the Quarterly Court's 
entering into ſpecial affairs, for which they were 
« not ſummoned ; and that a procedure of this 
« kind muſt have fatal conſequences, and end in 
the utter ſubverſion of the government of the 

« Company's 
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« Company's affairs; that the Court of Directors, 
« not ſuſpecting ſuch unprecedented attempts, were 
* not prepared to lay before the Court the reaſons 
* which moved them to adopt the expedient now 
* objected to. That the Proprietors. had a right 
to demand a General Court, which he was ready 
to ſummon on the ſhorteſt warning, and that 
« ſuch their reaſons ſhould then be ſubmitted to 
« their conſideration.” . 
When the Chairman had ended his ſpeech, Mr. 
Alexander Hume took up the ſame ſide of the 
queſtion, and moved to adjourn; in which he was 
ſeconded by Sir Alexander Grant and a few others, 
and the queſtion for adjournment being put, it was 
carried in the negative almoſt unanimouſly, but 
with unheard of clamour and indecency. They 
then proceeded, in the fame temper, to demand 
the queſtions ſhould be put, Whether the rota- 
tion of four ſhould be aboliſhed, and the govern- 
«< ment of Bengal be conducted by a ſingle Gover- 
« nor and Council as heretofore ?? And both 
queſtions were in like manner carried in the affir- 
mative, Mr. Law and the Court declaring, it was 
not their intention to interfere in the appointment 
of fuch Governor and Council, which they left 
intirely to the choice of the Court of Directors; 
and with this gracious indulgence the Quarterly 
Court broke up : and the minority, as they thought, 
gained a compleat triumph. | 
Thus a meaſure adopted and aſſented to at the 
beginning by the whole Court of Directors, and 
ſubſequently ſupported and confirmed by a majo- 
rity of fifteen, became condemned and aboliſhed, 
from the minds of the Proprietors being poiſoned 
by every artful inſinuation againſt it, without once 
hearing a ſingle reaſon or plea in its defence. | 
The minority, notwithſtanding their triumph at 
the Quarterly Court, apprehenſive they ſhould gain 
little 


1 
little by it, whilſt the majority of the Court of 


Directors were againſt them, began to work with 


other tools; and agreed to make any conceſſion to 
Mr. Payne and his friends, provided they would 
relinquiſh the ſingle point of Mr. Holwell's having 
a ſhare in the government of Bengal: It was pro- 
poſed that he ſhould have rank next to Mr. Becher, 
with the Chiefſhip of Coſſimbuzar; be one of the 
Select Committee, and have any emoluments ap- 
pointed for him, that himſelf or friends would 
deſire ; or if theſe were not acceptable, that he 
ſhould be ſent to Bombay to ſucceed Mr. Bour- 
chier, or be appointed Deputy - governor of Fort 
St. David, and to ſucceed next to Mr. Orme, wha. 
was appointed to ſucceed, Mr. Pigot. 


Theſe alternatives were at different times inti-. 


mated to Mr. Payne and the Majority, (the firſt 
before the rotation was fixed, the others after it was 
aboliſhed) who were ſtedfaſt in this reply, „That 
% however Mr. Holwell's ſervices and ſufferings 


4 merited the notice of the Company, the real 


« intereſt of their affairs was their firſt object, and 
„% not Mr. Holwell's emoluments: That his abili- 
ties would be of more uſe to the Company at 
Bengal than elſewhere; and that the exigencies 
of their affairs required his having a ſhare in 
the government pe, them.“ 

The Majority of fifteen thinking themſelves moſt 
injuriouſiy treated by the Minority, and proceedings 
of the quarterly general Court, were loud in their 
reſentments; and having reſolved on a plan for their 
future conduct, the Chairman ſummoned a full 
Court for the appointment of a ſucceſſor to Colonel 
Clive, to meet on the 23d of March. The mino- 
rity, in the mean time, were aſſiduous to take off a 
ſufficient number of the 0 MH and. nent 
n had ſucceeded. 2 | we 
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It is not difficult to conceive in what temper the 
— As ſoon as the Chairman had opened 
the cauſe of their meeting, the merits of their ſer- 
vants at Bengal became the ſubject of debate, and 
much altercation enſued, not worth reciting. Mr. 
Peter Godfrey moved, that their ſervanes ſhould 
be balloted for according to their ranks in the ſer- 
vice, beginning with Mr. Watts; in which he was 
ſeconded by Mr. Sullivan, and ſome others of the 
Minority. This motion was oppoſed by Mr. 
Robert Jones, or Mr. Jones Raymond, (which we 
cannot recolle&) who moved that Mr. Holwell 
Thould be firſt balloted for. Both motions 
Feconded, brought on the previous queſtion, whic 
was carried in favour ef the laſt motion. Accord- 
ingly they proceeded to the ballot, and Mr. Hol- 
well was elected to ſuceeed Colonel Clive in the 
nment of Bengal, fifteen to nine. 

This proved a thunderbolt to the Minority, 
who now found that their violenees had promoted, 
in a higher degree, the very man they had ſo much 
Jaboured to debaſe. The Deputy Chairman, with 


tte reſt of the Minority, made a motion as if they 


intended to quit the Couit; but the former being 
Tequeſt<d by the Chairman to ſuſpend his reſolution 
and juilgment, produced the following letters, 
Which Mr. Holwell had lent eee to — 7 


To Jonx Parr, Eſq Chalriridn 


5+ +8 "Sir | 2 zd March, 1758. 
O'ME of my friends — me, that the 
10 appointment of a ſucoeſſor to Colonel Clive 
in the Government of engal, may probably 
„fall on myſelf: Should this be the caſe, I then 
* rake the liberty to requeſt, you will pleaſe to 
<« preſent the incloſed Addreſs to the Honourable 
* che Court of Directors. Should the . 

40 0 
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* of my friends proye groundleſs, the incloſed 


comes inpgrtinent and uleteſs ; and a a5 
þ 12 = the N Wh e it to, Su. 
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Lo Be Honourable the C gurt of Direfars, Sf, 
2 7 it el our Honours, 
Je N this day is a Iz 
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and reſſes, I had yet comfort in the reflection 
—— done my dyty in the truſts repoſed in 
me, but more ſo, that my conduct was honoured 
with the 5 — approbation and Landon of your: 
Honourable Court. 
« In the execution of truſt, it has ever been an 
inviglable maxim with me, that priyate intereſt 
ould ever give way to the public utility; a maxim 
ve often ſealed to, in your ſervice, thopgh to 
my own coſt; a maxim which now leads me, con- 
trary to my own private weal, to prevent, if poſſi- 
les. your raking any meaſure which may, in its 
or uences, deprive you of one of the moſt valu- 
ab e pou 957 abroad. 
An the courſe of your affairs, although T have 
ſometimes differed, in Opinjon from Mr. Manning- 
Ps yet 1 have ever wr ad the Mabel 1 bf 
th at 


1 ' 
22. BP bs 


that gentleman's integrity and abilities, and have 


not failed doing honour to both on every occaſion ; | 


for the truth of which I can appeal to ſome gentle- 


men who conſtitute your Honourable Court, and 


'to many others, who were lately members of it. 


« Permit me, Gentlemen, to repreſent to you, 
that a ſervant of Mr. Manningham's character and 
capacity is not every day to be met with, nor can 


be parted: with at this period, without a certain 
injury to your affairs: A diſregard of his merits, 


will, in all likelihood, determine his return to 
Europe; the contrary will as probably derermine 


his ſtay; and may not only lay a foundation for 


harmony at home, but for ſucceſs abroad. | 

- < Theſe, conſiderations, and theſe only, move 
me humbly to requeſt, that ſhould the voice of 
your Honourable Court be in my behalf, I may 
then be permitted, with thanks and gratitude, and 


without offence, to decline the honour you intend 


me, in favour of Mr. Manningham, under whom 
I am moſt ready and willing to ſerve the Honour- 
able Company, .as long as his reſidence in India 
may be conſiſtent with his health or inclination. 


1 am, May it pleaſe your Honours, &c. 


Wedneſday, ALY ; 
March 23, 1758. *W J. Z. H.“ 


When Mr. Holwell's Letter was read, the Mi- 


pbority attempted to look wiſe, ſhook their heads, 


and declared they would ballot no more. The 
Chairman put the queſtion, © Whether the Court 
s ſhould proceed to a new ballot in conſequence 


of Mr. Holwell's letter.?“ which being agreed 


to, without a ballat, they proceeded, and Mr. 


Manningham was elected to ſucceed Colonel Clive, 


by fourteen only, one of the fifteen having thrown 
in a negative. The fifteen then balloted for a 


ſucceſſor ro Mr. Manningham, when Mr. Hotwell 


Was 
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was unanimouſly choſen; and Mr. Becher to ſuc- 
ceed him: And here the Court ſtopped. 
From the whole tenor of the proceedings of the 


Minority, it muſt appear to an impartial eye, that 


they were e by pride, violence, perſonal, 
connections, and perſonal reſentments, and by 
their conduct 8 at the very principle and 
foundation of all government; hence they acquired 
the title of the Faction, (a circumſtance we 


thought neceſſary to explain, leſt we ſhould be 


thought to have beſtowed it on them in this our 
narrative only.) They ſeemed to think they had 
a right to over · rule the ſentiments and reſolves of a 
majority of near two to one againſt them; or fail- 
ing here, to throw the affairs of the community 
they had in truſt, into the utmoſt confuſion and 
difficulties; and this at a time, when diſpatch, 
harmony, and unanimity, were eſſential to the 
well-being (we may ſay, the very being) of the 
Company : and when examples of this kind were 
ſo neceſſary at home, to influence the ſame ſalutary 
conduct in their ſervants. abroad, which they 
themſelves had, in their letter by che Hardwick, 
inculcated and commanded in the moſt lively and 
enforcing terms that language could dictate. The 
Minority, in conſequence of their late defeat, had 
ſeveral private meetings with their General, where 
it was reſolved, as their laſt reſource, to form a 
Proprietors hiſt of Directors for the enſuing year, 
in oppoſition to the Houſe liſt, Conſiſtent with 
this reſolution, the Deputy Chair and the Mino- 
rity agreed, that they would not meet the Court, 
or aſſiſt at forming the Houſe lift as uſual, The 
aority, on this meſſage, met immediately, 
tormed their liſt, and had it r publiſhed a day before 

the Proprietors liſt came out, 
Had the Majority continued the ſame vigilance 
in mae the election of their liſt, they could. not 
3 have 
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babe fäled effecting it; but Here they conttnued in 
the ſame erfor, ire falſe punctilio of honhour, 
their defeat at the Quarrerl 


March; from which time they had laboured, withour 
ceafing. The election was to come on the 4th of 
April, and it was the ſecond, before the Majority | 
akteinpted tö ſolicit & finigh vote. Th 
Mr. Hotwell artived the 2d of April at Portſ. 
mouth, where he received the refit of the General 
Court, which did not break up until two in the 
morning of the 6th, when the following Gentlemen 
were declared duly elected: adele 


Mefirs. W, Barwell *, John Manſhip, ' S 
H. C. Boulton *, N. Newnham“ , 


John Boyd, H. Plant, 
John Brown, IT. Phipps *, 
Chr. Burrow *; F. Pigou, 

Sir James Creed, John Raymond, 
Charles Cutts *, Giles Rook, 


Roger Drake, Deputy s, J. Rous *, 


John Dorrien, H. Savage, 

George Dudley, G. Stevens, . 
H. Hadley, IL. Sullivan, Chairman“, 
John Harriſon, T. Tülle“. vain 


By the election of this lift, the late Minority 
gained a fure Majority, both in the Cburt and int 
the Committee of Colrelbondelice, the members of 
which are marked * :, They loft no time-inexercif- 
ing theit new Acqdhred power, in a mariner quite 
conliltent with ckeir former violence: They wn 
| je EH the 
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the 6th, when, after electing, their Chairman and 


Deputy, and appointing the ſeveral Committees, 
CR Tullie moved, that an expreſs ſhould be 
immediately diſpatched to Portſmouth, to ſtop. the 
Warren and London, until further orders, This 
was ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by Mr. Drake and others; 
but was however carried, on a ballot, in the affir- 
mative, fourteen to eight; upon which the fol- 
lowing gentlemen entered a ſtrong ptoteſt on behalf 
of the Company, againſt the injurious detention of 
their ſhips ſo late in the ſeaſon, and when con- 


voy. for them were procured with ſo. much diffi- 


culty, viz. 


Mieſſrs. Drake, John Raymond, 
Burtow, Hadley, 
Newnham, Dorrien, 
Brown, Stevens. 


Theſe Gentlemen would have been joined by Sir 
James Creed and Mr. Manſhip ; but the one was 
confined by the gout, and Mr. Manſhip's ſiſter lay 


dead in his houſe, The expreſs reached Portf; 


mouth the 7th, in the morning, juſt as the Warren 
and London were going to fail, under convoy of 
the Eagle tnan of war, and Bonetta ſloop. It was 
pretty obvious that Mr. Holwell needed not any 
very great foreſight to predict what would follow, 
with reſpect to himſelf, expecting the utmoſt effect 
of united malice and power. i | 
The reſolution of detaining the ſhips being car- 
ried, the Chairman propoſed proceeding immedi- 
ately to buſineſs; this was oppoſed and objected 
to by Meſſts. Drake. and Newnham, who urged, 
that as they could not poſſibly be ſuppoſed ac- 
quainted with the grounds, which had occaſtoned 


the diviſion between the late Court of Directors, 


they inſiſted on reaſonable time being given them 
to conſider the ſubject. This requeſt was, after 
hs M 4 very 
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very high debate, granted, and the 11th —— for 
raking 1 — conſideration the Bengal diſpatches by 
the Warren and London. Accordingly, like ſo 
many Cæſars, they came, they ſaw, they con- 
quered: For the Chairman, as ſoon as they were 
met, produced a ſhort general letter, which he had 
already prepared for the purpoſe, conſiſting of four 
or five paragraphs only: High oppoſition aroſe to 
this letter from the eight proteſtors, but it availed 
little, for the whole received the ſanction of the 
fourteen, and paſſed into a law, and arrived at 
Portſmouth the 12th of April. The purport of 
this general letter take as follows. 


That having maturely weighed. and conſidered 
the conduct and merit of individuals, they annul 
and make void every appointment by the Hard- 
wick's letter of the 11th November, with thoſe by 
the Warren and London, of the 8th and 23d of 
March, (Colonel Clive excepted) and do now con- 
ſtitute and appoint the eſtabliſhment of their Preſi- 
dency of Calcutta, To wit, 

Colonel Clive, Preſident and Governor, 

- William Watts, Eſq. 2d, and to ſucceed Colo- 

nel Clive, 

Major Kilpatrick, 3d. / 

Charles Manningham, Eſq. 4th, and to ſucceed 
Mr. Watts, 

Mr. R. Becher, = sth., )] 

Mr. P. R. Pearkes, th, 
Mr. Willam Frankland, yth, 
Mr. M. Collett, 8th, 8333 

Mf.Ir. J. Z. Holwell, gth, 10 215 2 
Mr. William Macket, roth, 5 ccced eim turn. 
Mr, Peter Amyatt, 11th, | 
Mr. Thomas Boddam, 1 2th, 

Mr. Richard Court, 313th,J 


They 


( 69 1 


„ They likewiſe revoke and annul all and every” 


nomination to Chietſhips, Poſts, &c. in their let- 
ter of the 8th of March, leaving ſuch appointments: 
to the Board; with his: caution, that capable and 


faithful ſervants be ſent to Coſſimbuzar, beſt knoun | 


and moſt agreeable to the Nabob. 
„They appoint the Select Committee to conſiſt 
of Meſſrs. Clive, Watts, Manningham, Becher, 


and Major Kilpatrick for the time being. Vacan- 


cies in this Committee to be filled up by the Preſi- 
dent and Members. They alſo adviſe that the 
Secret Committee at home, conſiſts of Meſſrs. 
Sullivan, Drake, Burrow, Newnham, and Wnt; 
any three of whom are a 8 


Signed, gods 
Sullivan, Boulton, Tullie, 
Cn” Dudley, Plant, 
Harriſon, . Phipps, Rooke, 
Boyd, Pigou, Barwell. 
Rous, Savage, : 


| N. 22 The other ten refuſed to ſign. | 


Rariactrions 


The Colonel, in all probability, has, or is near 
upon leaving India; Meſſrs. Watts, Manningham; 
and Becker, by the reſtitution of private property; 
and their other late extraordinary ' acquiſitions, 
will, it is likely, ſoon follow him; in which cate 
it is worth remarking, where the ſucceſſion takes 


place, by the foregoing deſtination; and we leave 


it to the world to form natural _ obvious: con- 

cluſions therefrom. 
With reſpect to Mr. Holwell, we cannot help 
obſerving, that the Majority of the preſent Court 
have not preſerved even that maſk of equity, which 
they pretended was the rule of their actions: They 
have given every wruer that remained with him in 
the 
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the fort when Calcutta was attacked, to years: of 
his time in recompence of his perſeverance and fut- 
ferings. His perſeverance was ſurely equal to 
theirs; and his ſafterings eminemily ſuperior, and 
merited ſome diſtinctiom and favour, though ever 
ſo ſmall; in place of which they have ſtrippod Him: 
of the poſt and emoluments they had before ap- 
j him to. Wild 2 ? 
The raſh proc g of the preſent Majority, in 
detain ing two of the Company's ſhips, * to gratify 
ate reſentment, made a great chimobr in the 
city, and alarmed their beft friends amongſt the 
tors; and when their other alterations be- 
came public, that not only Mr. Howell was ſet 
aſide, but Mr. Manningham alſo, and that the late 
Majority had reſolved to demand a general Court, 
the clamour {till encreaſed, at the other end of the 

town, as well as in the city. f 
The phraſe of . gratifying private reſentments, “ 
came originally from the Miniſtry; upon the appli- 
cations of Meſſrs. S — n and B-—n, for other 
convoy, which was refuſed for ſome time, Lord 
Anſon telling them, that © in place of labouring 
« for the intereſt of the Company and the Nation, 
their ſole aim ſeemed to be the gratifying. their 
4 private reſentments, diſtreſſing his Majeſty's 
« fervice, and embroiling their conſtituents affairs.“ 
How theſe inteſtine teuds in Leadenhall- Street 


muſt affect the public weal of the Company, and 


in them the Nation, is but too obvious. The 


' Futute authority of a Court of Directors can have 


no eſtimation as their orders and reſolutions for 
the government of their affairs and ſtttlements 
abrad, will be flow liable to be canvaſſed and 


comfduled by every quarterly General Court; and 


4 ſtill worſe conſequence is, that no Gentleman of 
independent fortune, worth and character, will 
erer, an theſe terms, accept a ſcat in the Direction 


I 
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TT is extremely remarkable, how great the 
reſemblance between the tramſactions of thoſe times, 
and the preſent is: the reflections ax the clofe of 
the foregoing narrative ſuiting the one, as well as 
the other, prove the campiler of it a moſt zadicrous 
prophet, foretelling that the government of yout 
Court of Ditectors, would be bfought to nos ght 
by their own ſelfintereſted and inteſtine bros; 4 
prediction now ptetty well accompliſhed; What 
then ean enſue, but the moſt arr, confuſion in 
your affairs ? But to reſume our fabjet. For 
here fee the moſt unforrtitiare of your ſervants 
fallen the facfifice of party fury; and you will 
alſo fee him im the ſequel perſeeuted, Nlandered, 
and ſuperceded in that rank they then allotted him, 
by every following diſpateh, and all from the ſame 
rahcorous cauſe, as we ſhall make appear, when 
we have done with the pamphlet before us; to 
Which we how return. \ 

In page 37, are the following paſſages, After 
ce the departure of Colonel Clive, the delicacy that 
dc he had uſed towards him (the Nabob) was 


<« intirely thrown aſide. His ſueeeſſor in the go= 


t vernment, who had been particitlarly inſtrumental 
« in bringing down Sou Rajah Doria, and conſe- 
« quently, in octaſioning the firſt revolution in Bengal, 
„ had arrived at his dignity, contrary to the inten- 
e tion of his eohſtituents; and intitely through the 
d accident of a number of his ſeniors going home 
* it this time in diſguſt. Being bleft with a 
genius, uncommonly fertile in expedierits fof 


* raifing money, and further unelogged by thoſe 


« fly notions of pumctilio, which often ſtanti in 
e ke way betwint fome people afid fortune, he 
ce had projected and put in practice ſeveral inftriot 
* mand trbres; but this chef i Otirurt; this maſter 

* c ſcheme, 
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ec ſcheme, though formed. almoſt as ſoon as he 


« came to power, time did not allow him the 
„ honour of executing.“ Again page 39, It 
<< mult here again be acknowledged, that the 
Gentlemen in the direction ſhowed {o little inten- 


tion, that the accidental governor ſhould. have 


ever come to that truſt, that they, vow removed 
« him 10 be the ſeventh in council, Being endued 
however with a very high degree of what, in 
« ſome, is called addreſs, enforced by a great 
« ſhare of plauſibility in argument, he found theſe 
«. talents of ſingular uſe to him on this occaſion. 

His grand plan being now almoſt ripe for execu- 
t tion, could not be concealed from his ſucceſſor : 

he wavered ſome days about continuing in the 
« ſervice of his maſters in that degraded rank.” 
Again, lower down in the ſame page and page 40. 

fut it: does not redound much to the honour of 
this degraded- governor,' nor plead greatly in 
« favour-of the diſintereſtedneſs of his views, that 
« after ſuch a ſtigma, ſuch a mark put upon him 
* by. his ſuperiors, he could (though during his 
< ſhort government he had acquired a handſome 
fortune) ſubmit to ſerve in the ſeventh place, 
<« af:er having been in the firſt.” 

The laſt quotation we ſhall trouble you with 
—— this anonymous author, is where he makes a 
blundering abuſive apology, for all the abuſes he 
has ſo laviſhly beſtowed, almoſt throughout pages 
37 to 41, excluſive of thoſe parts we have already 


anne 


Page 40 ie as follows, 4 J ſhould not 
have dwelt ſo particularly, on theſe ſeemingly 
« trifling incidents, nor ſhould I have deſcended 
« ſo low as to touch individuals, had I not found 
it abſolutely neceſſary towards drawing one 
4 material inference, which is, that this ſcheme of 
Nabob- changing borrows no luſtre. from the 
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character of it's ord projeCtor.” Qyere, 
Who does this pamphleteer mean by the term orrgi- 


nal projecter? It cannot be the gentleman we are 


— ty for he has moſt fully proved he never 


pro) jected any ſcheme of the kind: therefore this 
intended abuſe, can only touch the projectors of 
the revolution of 1757, as they only were the 
original ſchemers of Nabob. changing. He pleads 
oj tute neceſſity for drawing one material inference, 

ich is no intelligible” inference at all, and only 
proves his ungovernable- appetite to dender. but 
unluck ily miſtakes the obſect. 

Leaving the continued indecent am of this 


author to revert on himſelf; we ſhall confine our- 


ſelves to thoſe charges againſt Mr. Holwell, Which, 
with Corinthian front, the author makes o — 
the ſemblance of facts: Theſe are, 0 
Firſt, (Page 37.) that “ Mr. Holwell was par- 

* ticularly inſtrumental in bringing down the Sou 
* Raja Dowla; and he ears of the firſt revolu- 
« tion, &c. 

e ** feriile genius in expidiets 
for raifing money, unclogged with any checks 


« or punctilios of honour, or honeſty, ' (for this is 


pl n=, jeted « though not ſo plainly expreſſed) 
had proje 
„ manceuvres.” 

Zdly, (Page 39 and 40) It ſeems objected to this 
gentleman is a crime, that he was removed to the 
"ſeventh in Council, and the terms following, of 
degraded rank, Rigma, and mar put upon him by 


your Court of Directors, are all very well framed 


ro enforce the opinion, that Mr. Holwell muft 


 afſuredly have been guilty of ſome atrocious breach 


of truſt, or other iniquitous” conduct in your fer- 
vice, to have deſerved being thus removed and thus 
degraded; for Anonymous himſelf, allows him 
h abilities and- OT, therefore he eould not have 
c. been 


ted and Pat in practice leveral hot od | 
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been degraded for want of capacity to conduct your 
affairs; che vninformed, though impartial among 
vou, will very naturally conclude there muſt have 
been ſome blemiſh, jome crime, fome unfaichful- 
neſs in this your ſeryant, that drew. on him a 
Aiſpleaſure of yqur Court of Directors, for they arc 
honourable men, and would not, you:may ſuppqſc, 
Hegrade any of your faithful ſervants without ſuf- 
ficient and jult xcalon, hecauſe therein they would 
be guiky of a breach of THAT Fapfe with i 
they are inveſted By you. 
Now that this gentleman was fo all treated, .. 
fact; and herein Anonymous for once ſpeaks tru 
To be temoved, eee ſtigmatized, and marked 
oy our ſuperiors, hen done with reaſon and juſ- 
„ Garries its gyn vigclicgtion; but when done 
— partial and unjuſt maten ſti 
Party rage, theſe ſtigmas, marks an ad degradations, 
reflec nt on the egradets but on the degraders. 
Thus have we inyerted the order af our i 
"and ſpoke firſt to the laſt charge we ſhall per 
in our method, and ſpeak ,next.to the ſecond, pet 
is plainly levelled at this Gentleman's conduct in 
ohr Zemindarzy, (or Court of Cutoherry at Fort 
William, Bengal) which has been aſperſed, par- 
cicularly in the year 1758, and never ſufficiently 
cleared up. In order to this, it becomes neceſſary 
to give you a ſhort; account how. it came to pals, 
chat chis Gentleman was appointed to 0 8 ſt. of 
Zemiadar, and likcwiſe hn £9 YOP Sie ne 
ture of the poſt itſelf. 
our Court of Directors, about the year 1748, 
(coming io the knowledge of ſundry abuſes and de- 
Predatjons, made in your annual revenues of the 
Zemindary at Bengal, by one Govindram. Mets, 
(who had been for tecnty-eight vecars, the 
Black Peputy in that office, .whill tat the head = it 
Mm eigne Huster and, changing) and be- 
ing 
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alſo totally ſtrangers to the nature of the offices, 
—.— Director of your then Court, having more 
curiofity coneerning this branch of your affairs 
than the reſt, wrote in ſtrenuous terms to a Gen- 
tleman of high rank in your ſervice chere: this 
Gentleman having never paſt through the office, 
could not give the ſatis faction required ; but know- 


ing that Mr. Holwell was on bis departure for 


— . wich whom he was upon the ſtricteſt 
loner he friendſhip, he communicated to him the 
had received from his patron at home; 


being ſenſtble that Mr. Holwell by his know—- 


— bon in the bafune (and having been many 
years a member of, and two years at the head of 
your Mayor's Court at Calcutta, where frequently 
ſuits were commenced and brought to iſſue between 
the natives) had acquired a deeper inſight into 
the nature and frauds of this office, than any other 
perſon in ehe ſettlement ; requeſted his permiſſion, 
to refer his friend and patron to him for informa- 
tion, on his arrival in vs. Mr which we readily 
aſſented to. 

In the courſe of the voyage, Mr. Holwell-chrew 
into ſome form, the many materials he had by him 
reſpecting this office, and on his arrival communi- 
cate them to the Director before mentioned, and 
to another Gentleman, your Chairman, without 
any view, but that of benefiting the Company, as 
he then, and for many months after, had no 


intention of ever ſceing India again; but finding 


as many others who return from India with ſmall 
Fortunes do) that money does not go ſo far in; Eng- 
land as he fondly imagined, he thought it ney 
to return and increaſe his capital, chen * 
intereſt only, in your caſh at Fort William. 


Thus determined, ihe. applied to the leading Cen- 


tlemen in your direction to be ſent opt in our ſer- 
viee; his application met with ſucceſs, and he was 
in 
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in January 1752 appointed to the poſt of Zemindar, 
and twelfth in council at Fort - William, not to be 
removed from that paſt without expreſs orders from 
home, nor to riſe higher in your Council. Theſe 
two reſtrictions, peculiar to this gentleman, were 
adopted at his own mere motion and requeſt, for 
the following reaſons; firſt, as he was ſenſible no 
reform could poſſibly be made in the office, yhilſt 
the head of it was fluctuating by rotation as here- 
tofore, by which cuſtom it ſometimes haj pencd 
that there were two or three Zemindars Wich the 
ſpace of one year ; by this ill-judged meaſure, they 
were unavoidably kept in the dark as to the real 
Rate and nature of this office, and a power in per- 
petuity devolved to the ſtanding deputy, who was 
always ſtiled the Black Zemindar : and ſuch was 
the tyranny of this man, and ſuch the dread con- 
ceived of him in the minds of the natives, that no 
one durſt complain or give information againſt him, 
howſoever oppreſſed ; and this conſideration made 
it neceſſary for Mr. Holwell ta inſiſt on this per- 
ſon's being diſmiſſed that ſervice the moment he 
arrived in Bengal, which was accordingly com- 
plied with, and orders ſent out to commence a pro- 
ſecution againſt him. To give you an idea of this 
proſecution, and the infinite labour it occaſioned 
Mr. Holwell, we ſhall in its place inſert three of 
his letters to the Board of Calcutta on the ſubject. 

It was thought a ſeat at the Board of Calcutta 
x was neceſſary to give a proper weight to this officer, 
in the reform he had propoſed making; he deſired 
his rank might be fixed youngeſt in Council, as 
thereby he did not carry out with him the odium 
of — — any Gentleman in your ſervice. 

When this Gentleman was ſent out your cove- 
nanted ſervant, under the patronage of William 
1 Eſqz "_ Sir W illiam) and Wee M 2 
aal bus de s * 


a9 Þ 


Ext Eſq; your Court of Directors conſiſted of the 
following Gentlemen, viz. 


Roger Drake, Eſq; 
Chairman 
William Baker, Eſq; 
Deputy 
William Mabbot, Eſq; 
William Braund, Eſq; 
Chril. Burrow, Eſq; 
Charles Cutts, Eſq; 
Peter Ducane, Eſq, 
Sam. Feake, Eſq; 
Abel Fonnereau, Eſq; 
Peter Godfrey, Eq; 


Charles Gough, Eſq; 


John Hope, Eſa; 
Mich. Impey, Eſq; 
Stephen Law, Eſq; 
Nich. Linwood, Eſq; 


Nathaniel N ewnham, jun. 


Eſq. 

John Payne, Eſq; 
Henry Plant, Eſq; 
Jones Raymond, Eſq; 
William Rider, Eſq, 
Thomas Rous, Eſq, 
Timothy. Tullie, Eſq; 
William Willie, Elq; 


Here it becomes needful to add a ſhort explana- 
tion of the nature of this officer's en in quality 
of Zemindar. 

The Zemindar acts in a double capacity, di- 
ſtinct, and independant of each other, (with very 
few exceptions) the one as Superintendant and Col- 
lector of your revenues, the other, as Judge of the 
Court of Cutcherry, a tribunal conſtituted for the 
hearing, trying, and determining all matters and 
things, both civil and criminal, wherein the na- 
tives only, ſubjects of the Mogul, are concerned. 
He tried in a ſummary way, had the power of the 
laſh, fine, and impriſonment; he determined all 
matters of meum and tuum; and in all criminal 
caſes, proceeded to ſentence and puniſhment imme- 


diately after hearing, except where the crime (as 


murder) requires the laſh to be inflicted until 
death, in which caſe he ſuſpends execution of the 


ſentence, until the fact and evidence are laid before 


the Preſident, and his confirmation of the ſentence 
is obtained. He has alſo the power to condemn 
thieves, and other culprits, to work in chains upon 
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the roads, during any determinate ſpace of time, 
or for life. In all cauſes of property, an appeal 
lay to the Preſident and Council againſt his de- 
crees. | | | 
Such was the power annexed to this office, when 
this Gentleman was 'appointed the head of it, and 
ſuch had it been for a long term of years preceding 
that period; a power by much too great for 
any one man to be intruſted witch. Therefore in 
the year 1758, at the recommendation of Mr. Hol- 
well, a ſtop was put to it by the Court of Directors, 
who appointed three Judges of this Court, Mem- 
bers of the Board, in monthly rotation. Before 
this Gentleman took charge of this important poſt, 
there never had been any regiſter of cauſes or de- 
crees kept in Engliſh ; but from that time, a regi- 
ſter of the proceedings was monthly laid before the 
Board at Calcutta, for their iñſpection, and an- 
nually tranſmitted to your Court of Directors. 
Here permit us to remark, that though this Gen- 
tleman was, for the ſpace of four years, (that is, 
from the beginning of July 1732, to the capture 
of your ſettlement) ſole Judge of this Court, not a 
ſingle complaint was ever preferred againſt him in 
his judicial capacity in criminal cauſes, and but one 
appeal from his judgments ard decrees in matters of 
property, and of that, only the half reverſed, and 
the reſt confirmed. But the conduct and merit of 
this Gentleman, in this, as well as the other 
branches of this laborious office, you ſhall not 
take u;on truſt from us his friends, who may be 
deemed partial, but ſhall, in good time, have them 
from ſtronger vouchers, and tuperior judges. 
We proceed next to the three letters before- 
mentioned, touching the proſecution of Govindram 
Metre, and then to convey an idea to you of the 
dury of the Zemindar, relative to the revenues; 
and this we ſhall do in this gentleman's own words, 
| 4 without 
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without any abridgment, in a work which he entitled 
A STATE OF THE REyENUEs, tranſmitted to your 
Court of Directors in a letter to the board of Calcutta. 
The work is long, and to ſome may appear unin- 
telligible and tedious, but to others intereſting and 
curious; howloever this may be, our plan of de- 
fence calls for it, in proof of Mr. Holwell's 
talents, and his indefatigable and unwearied ex- 
ertion of thoſe talents in your ſervice. 


To the Honourable Roger Drake, Eſq, Pręſident 


and Governor, Sc. Council, 


Fort William, Aug. 13, 1752. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, | 
HE aoth ult. I thought it neceſſary to move 
you that Govindram Metre ſhould give ſecu- 
rity to the Board for his appearance, on account of 
ſome frauds I had traced, regarding the Company's 
Revenues under his management ; and though the 
ſhort time I have been in the office, and my neceſ- 
ſary attendance to the current buſineſs of it, will 
not at preſent ſufficiently enable me to digeſt all the 
informations that have reached me, wherein LI 
think the Company have been heavily injured 
during the twenty-eight years of this man's admini- 
ſtration ; yet, as far as I am able, my duty tells 
me I ought to lay before you, without loſs of time; 
the more ſo, as I am well informed, he is diſtri- 
buting and ſecreting his ill-got wealth in various 
places, and by various methods. | 
The farms, and monthly charges Jemmidaary 
have firſt drawn my attention, as they are firſt in 
conſequence to the Honourable Company: my 
remarks on the duties on exportation of rice, etlach, 
fines, &c. I muſt reſerve for a ſubſequent addreſs; 
but as Govindram Metre may have the ſubterfuge to 


plead, of all accounts of the revenues being paſſed 
N 2 under 
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ander the hands of the Zemindars, and leſt his 
olaring frauds ſhould ſeem tacitly to cenſure the 
neglect of thoſe gentlemen, I beg your Honour, 
&c.*s leave, previouſly to obviate that, both by 
faying, that the accounts, frauds as well as errors, 
are excepted ; and that whilſt the poſt of Zemin- 
dary was tranſitory and fluftuating, and this man 
mveſted- with power, a retroſpection into the ſtate 
of the Company's revenues with any material 
ſucceſs, would have been morally impoſſible, as 
not one of the natives, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, durſt with impunity have given the leaſt 
umbrage to him; and it is they only that could 
Have explored the dark and- intricate mazes, in 
which he has ſo long concealed himſelf from the 

eyes and ſtroke of juſtice. | 
Two of the principal farms, viz. the Rice Farm, 
and Buzar Calcutta, commonly called the Grear 
Buzar, I muſt likewiſe reſerve for the ſubject of 
another letter, and proceed now to the others, 
whoſe annual. Pottahs, or grants, bear date' the 


| firſt of November; and here I muſt begin with 


confeſſing to your Honour, &c. an error of my 
own. I always imagined the farms were fold ar 
public outery, or auction, in the Cutcherry, in the 
preſence of the Zemindar; and think I told as 
much ro ſome of our Honourable maſters, as be- 
heving it impoſſible to be otherwiſe; but am ſorry 
to ſay no ſuch eſſential and neceſſary method has 
been practiſed for theſe ten years; a circumſtance 1 
Jhould not mention here, did not what follows 
make it abſolutely neceſſary: for, on the contrary, 
Govindram Metre's houſe, I find, has, for that 
ſpace, been the place where the prices have been 
afhxed to each farm, not by auction to the higheſt 
bidder, but privately at the prices he choſe to take 
the beft of them himſelf at, under fictitious 
names; that is, thoſe that would yicld the beſt and 


moſt 
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moſt certain profit; and diſpoſed of -the others 
that were more precarious, to his friends and 
dependants : theſe prices he reports to the Zemin- 


dar for his confirmation, and the ſeveral Pottahs 
are ordered to be drawn out accordingly. Of the 
farms which he has uſually taken to himſelf under 


fictitious names, I ſhall now ſpeak. only to the 


tollowing, wm. 


7 . Nutty . and 


In the name of his ſer- 
f vant Perethram Huz- 


Suba Bazar 
| zurah. | 
Baug Buzar Haut and Buzar q Alltheſe inthe 
Charles Buzar and Haut name of Nil- 
Haut Cola Buzar | mony - Gote, 
Douba Parrah his Brother 
Suttanutty's Dour Beckry and Sookdeb Me- 
Koora Pocha tre'sgrandſon. 


It may be obj ected in his favour, that there 
might be loſs on theſe farms as well as gain; but 


this objection will avail him little, when I make it 
appear to your Honour, &c. that he ſecures his 
gain as ſoon as, or rather before, he takes them to 


himſelf, by farming them out again to third perſons; 


ſo that the caſe ſtands exactly thus: This man has 
an abſolute truſt and confidence repoſed in him, 
in the diſpoſal of the Company's farms, the beſt 
of which he farms at an under rate to himſelf, in 


a fictitious name, and at the ſame time farms then 


out again at an immediate gain; a fraud than 


which I know not a greater. Your Honour, &c. 


muſt be ſenſible how Jifficult i it muſt be, to inveſti- 
gate a ſeries of accounts and tranſactions for twenty- 
eight years paſt; the forming vouchers for which, 
have, without controul, remained ſolely in the 
power of this man; and whatever evidence might 
have been againſt him, as to former times, does 


1 dow not exiſt; therefore the utmoſt that 
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From the foregoing” ſtatement, your Honour, 
&c. may readily judge, how immenſely the Com- 
pany have been injured in the whole of their re- 
venues during this man's long adminiſtration; but 
if we ſhould ſuppoſe he has only made this ad- 
vantage during the ten years laſt paſt, that the 
farms have been in a manner abandoned to his 
conduct, we ſhall, by parity of reaſon, find the 
Company defrauded, in that ſpace, of no leſs than 
the principal ſum of Rupees 32813 15 6 in theſe 
farms only ; bur this favourable conclufion he has 
no right to expect, as I think F ſhall be able to 
demonſtrate, there is not any one branch of the 
Revenues wherein he has not been confiſtent in 
defrauding, to the utmolt extent of his power. 

Before I quit this ſubje&, I think it needful to 
inform your Honour, &c. that Govindram Metre 
has, this year, by his own authority, levied a tax 
from the farmers of 2 = per cent. on the amount 
of their ſeveral farms (over and above the 10 per 
cent. uſually taken from them, as the allowed per- 
quiſite of the Zemindar) which he has converted 
to his own uſe. | | | 

The monthly charges Zemindary, is the next 
article I ſhall at preſent ſubmit to your Honour, 
&c;'s conſideration and cenſure, under three divi- 
ſions, viz. ſervants in monthly pay, charges making 
and repairing Cutcherries and Chowkey houſes, 
and charges, Abe 

In regard to the ſervants in the Cutcherry, I find 
the Company has been, time out of mind, de- 
frauded by Govindram Metre, in the monthly ſum 
of 166 Rupees, excluſive of his monthly allow- 
ance of 112 8; the particulars of wich are, viz. 
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"4 27 Pikes, 17 always employed in his} 1 

's own ſervice, 3 whoſe pay he has al- —— 
. ways received, and 7 his menial ſer- } 54 


vants under this denomination ; 27 at 
2 Rupees per menſem _ 
19 Buckſerrias, 14 nominal only, and 21 
S392 
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r 
Wo r e ee 


at his town of Kiſſen-Poor; for theſe 


id bc. ＋ 1 an ith thn; 


he receives monthly — — 
Boncheram receives no wages, yet charged at 8 
Kiſſen Goſe, Rogu Metre's Cotta ſervant 5 
Ramchurnd Tagoor, another ſervant of i 
Rogu Metre — — LEAR 
Barnaſa Scatdut, Metre's Maulda Gomaſtah 5 
Tilluckram, under the name of * = 


— . OY En ny | _— n 
333 . — 


Mahone — — — ; | 
6 Gwallers — * 12 
Munkindram Mundell, at Metre's Got- 
tabarry — „ 3 
Nunderam Goſe, a gratuity — 7 
Rupees per menſem — 166 


In this particular your Honour, &c. obſerves 
the Company has been defrauded of Rupees 1992 
per annum ; and as we cannot reaſonably imagine, 
he was leſs ſcrupulous when he was more indigent, 
ſo I think it will not be deemed unjuſt to charge 
him with this fraud for 28 years laſt paſt ; and then 
it will appear, we have here another manifeſt 
claim on him, on behalf of our Honourable 
Maſters, for the principal ſum of Rupees 55776. 

I am next to repreſent to your Honour, &c. 
that I have extracted from- the monthly charges 
Zemindary, the expences account, making and re- 

airing the ſeveral Cutcherries and Chow key houſes, 
3 February 1747, to March 1752; and find in 
that ſpace no leſs a ſum to that account, than 
| | Rupees 
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Rupees 9018 8; a charge moſt infamous, and 
ſelf-evident to every member of this Board, when 
I further inform your. Honour, &c. that 5184 8 
of this ſum is-under the head of repairing the great 
Cutcherry, on which a tythe has not been expended 
in that time, as I will prove, if needful, from a. 
thouſand witneſſes ; and the ſame as to the other 
ſtraw houſes, under the denomination of Cutcherry 
and Chowkey houſes ; but as I would rather leſſen 
than exaggerate every charge againſt him, I will 
ſuppoſe the Company defrauded in this period of 
five years 7000 Rupees only, which, during his 
adminiſtration, will amount to the principal ſum of 
Rupees 39,200. 10 


The charges in repairing the roads, drains and 


bridges, within the ſame period of time, I find 
ſwelled to the enormous ſum of Rupees 7884 15 93 
out of which there ſtands to the account of repair- 
ing the Dumdum and Barraſut roads, Rupees 2819; 
of which, 1036 7 are appropriated to the years 
1750 and 1751, Now, to give your Honour, &c. 
a ſpecimen of his frauds in this part of the monthly 
charge, I will obſerve, that the Company is debred 
by him in October 1751, Rupees 520 4, for the 
repairs of the Dumdum and Baraſut roads; where- 
as, by the accounts I have laid before me, it ap- 
| pears there were really no more expended on theſe 
roads 1n the years 1750 and 1751, than 342 cound, 
6 pund and 10 gundas of Cowries; and theſe col- 
lected from the neighbouring riots or tenants, 
which has always been practiſed towards repairing 
the out-roads of the town (though where a Rupee 
has been collected, not more than ſix Annaes have 
been expended) and the Company beſides conſtantly 
charged for this article at an immenſe rate; a double 
fraud, that merits the higheſt cenſure and puniſh- 
ment. From the conſideration of theſe particulars, 


it is manifeſt the Company has yearly been Ry 
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of almoſt the whole that has been charged on this 


account, a ſmall expence on building and repairing 
two or three bridges excepted; which, with the 
utmoſt indulgence to Govindram Metre, cannot 
reduce the fraud within the five years above 


ſpecified, to leſs than 6000 Rupees; and, on the 


whole of his adminiſtration, to the principal fum 
of 33600 Rupees. 51:4 Fig | 1 

Laſt year I obſerve a charge continued for ten 
months, at the rate of 32 Rupees per menſem, 


on account of looking after Cutmah's houſes : the 


ponſways and guard employed for this ſervice, 
were the monthly fervants of the Company; and 
yet the Company is not only by Metre debted on 
this account, but I am very credibly informed, he 


kkewife levied the fame from the Cutmahs. I 


mention this article chiefly with a view of demon- 
ſtrating to your honour, &c. that every intervening 


dye-path to knavery, has been as regularly tra- 


verſed and infeſted by him as the high road of ini- 


quity, in which he has ſo long and unmoleſted 


raiſed contributions from the Company, as well as 
from every one of the inhabitants that have unluckily 
fallen within his gripe, or that of his ſon Rogu 
Metre. Inſtances of this laſt nature are ſo many, 
that by what I have already heard, I fear if I had 
as many ears as Argus had eyes, they would be 
much too inſufficient to receive them; but thoſe, 
with the proofs I am poſſeſſed of, touching his 
connections with the common murderers and rob- 
bers of the town, I muſt reſerve for a volume by 


themſelves, and clofe this prefent remonſtrance 


agamft him with recapitulating and throwing into 
one total the foregoing principal fums, for which, 
T am of opinion, the Company has an imemdiate 
and ſpecific claim on him, with intereft that may 
be due thereon ; juſt premiſing, that as wages are, 
or at leaſt ought to be, deemed the reward of fervice 
5 | | and 
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and faithfulneſs ; a as this man, in the place f 

omoting the ſervice of the Company, has, in 
I. of his truſt and duty, injured their affairs 
by every wieked 
he has very juſtly forfeited whatever wages he has 
received, and therefore ſubmit it to your Honour, 
&c. whether he fhould not be mulcted in a ſum 
equal thereto; and as I cannot doubt but I hall 
meet your concurrence in fo equitable a charge, k 
will add it to the others, viz. | 


9 years, at 30 Rupees m menſem 3240 
12 ditto, at 50 — 7200 
GOVIN DRA METRE Dr. 

To frauds on the farms held himſelf - 32813 15 5 
To ditto in the monthly charge of ſervants 55776 0 
To ditto account Sanyo 3 the * . 

cherrys 39200 © 0 
To ditto account ages repairing the | 

Roads, &. 33600 © 0 
To ditto account the guard on Cormab's houſe | 320 & 0 
To the mul& of his wages = - 


beg leave to repreſent to your Honour, &c. 
that when the intereſt which is ſtrictly due to the 
Company, is calculated on the firſt total, it be- 
comes a ſum of no ſmall importance; and therefore 
I humbly inſiſt, on the behalf of our Honourable 
Malters, that Govindram Metre be immediately 
committed to cloſe confmement, until the fame is 
diſcharged; and that a ſufficient military guard be, 
without loſs of time, placed on his ſeveral houſes ; 
and that his fon Rogu Metre be obliged to gee 
good ſecurity for his appearance. 

On entering my office, I found it . heavily bur- 
thened with; ſinecures, perquiſites, and unneceffary 
ſervants, which I have the pleaſure to inform your 
Feen &c. ſtand reduced for this month of 


Auguſt, 


practice in his power, fo I think 


* 
ty 
1 
71 
94 
Pg 
4 
4 
* 
E 
"= 
L nd 
PE 
PS. 
= 
5 
- x * 
Aj 
. 
A 
= 
44 
* 
4 
uk 
Ft 
2 
1 
* 


n 4 


> 


rr 


— 
—— 


n 
wo . 8. 3 — N u 


— 
<. 


S Wa > ot ab 2 oY 2 
3 x ES. 


2 
- 


r 
OY 46 > 5+ ty, A 
* U N 4 8 - 


21 2 
_— 
TL Ko 
_ y — 1 


{ 288 J 


Auguſt, to the amount of 550 Rupees, amongſt 
which the charge of Pykes was a very needleſs and 
conſiderable one; for of the 143 retained in the 
ſervice, I found 64, (excluſive of Metre's 27) 
ſtationed as a nightly guard to the ſeveral inhabi- 
tants houſes; as I ſaw no propriety in the Com- 
pany's n this expence (trifling to each indi- 
vidual, but a heavy one to them) I thought it rea- 
ſonable to retrench that amongſt the reſt, having 
ſtill retained the Head Pyke, his 11 Niabs or de- 
puties, and 35 Pykes only, as needful for the ſer- 
vice; the Head Pyke ſtill remaining, as uſual, 
ſecurity for any night guard he ſends, at the 
requeſt of the inhabitants; and further than this, 
they are of no uſe towards the guarding or ſafety 
of the town; for, on ſtrict review and muſter of 
the whole body, I could not pick out more than 
30 that were trained Pykes, or had any pretenſion 
to that title, further than as they (occaſionally to 
paſs muſter) were loaded with their uſual arms, 
I am, moſt reſpectfully, 

- Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
Tour moſt obedient humble ſervant. 


To the Honourable Rocern DRAKE, Eſq. Preſident 
| and Governor, &c. Council. 


Fort William, Aug. 17, 1752. 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


Ms it appears to me beyond a doubt, that Go- 
vindram Metre will not only make every 

delay in his power, in giving in his anſwer to the 

charge contained in my letter, addreſſed to your 
Honour, &c. under date the 13th inſtant, but will 
by every-art and means, endeavour to take off the 

evidence againſt him; I think it extremely neceſ- 
ſary now to lay before you the nature of the 8 
a ave 
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I have to ſupport the charge exhibited againſt him; 
which I requeſt may now be examined before the 
Board, or a Committee appointed, without loſs of 
time, for that purpoſe ; of which (as this affair 1s 
of no ſmall conſequence to the Company) I beg 
leave to move that the Preſident may be one. 

In regard, firſt, to the farms taken to himſelf, 
and farmed out at an immediate advance, the par- 
ticulars, as laid before your Honour, &c. I think 
he will not conteſt or deny; but if he fhould, 1 


have the ſeveral accounts thereof ready to be laid 


before you. | 
Touching the overcharge of ſervants in monthly 
pay, I need only refer your Honour, &c.. to the 
Buxey's roll of the Pykes and Buckſerrias, and 
to the Cutcherry Podar, or Shroff, who is at 
hand with their ſeveral accounts. 
The overcharge account repairing the Cutcherrys 
is ſo ſelf-evident, that I need only refer your Ho- 
nour, &c. to your own judgments, but more par- 
ticularly to the gentlemen who have preceded me 
in the office. 
In regard to the double fraud and exorbitant 
charge of repairing the roads, I have ready to lay 
before this Board the Banian's books, employed 
on this ſervice, and the Head Peon attending him. 
Fouching the article of Cotmah's guard, I have 
now this further circumſtance to add, that in place 


of 320 Rupees charged the Company, and col- 


lected from the Cotmahs, I am well informed, he 
exacted from them on this account, October 26, 
C. Rs. 654. viz. | 


On account Bolly and Perith Cotmah 327 O 


On account Duloll Cotmah - 163 8 
On account Ponchu Cotma „ 
C. Ry. 654 0 
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For proof of this article, your Honour, &c. will 
be pleaſed to order the Cotmahs to appear before 
you, and declare, on their oaths, if this fact is or 
is not as I have repreſented it. * 4 

On the whole of theſe five articles, I can ſcarcely 
think he will be hardy enough to deny or conteſt 
any of them, as they each of them almoſt prove 


themſelves; however, if he ſhould, the proofs, I 


may ſay, are now in a manner in the hands of your 
Honour, &c. and you will doubtleſs take ſuch re- 
ſolutions therein, as will equitably conduce to the 


intereſt of our Honourable Maſters. 


It is ſome concern to me, that I ſhould have fo 
far differed in judgment from ſo great a majority 
of this Board, when I thought the charge exhi- 
bited againſt Govindram Metre was ſelf- evident 
enough to enforce the neceſſity of his confinement ; 
but though my remonſtrance had not weight ſuf- 
ficient, either to procure that, or even a guard for 
the ſecurity of his effects, yet that muſt not ſlacken 
my endeavours in ſearch of the Company's rights; 
as I will {till hope I ſhall not always be fo unlucky, 
or ſo far miſtaken in my judgment as to want the 
approbation and concurrence of your Honour, 
&c. in what I ſhall lay before you. 4 * 

On taking charge of my office, I found the 
laſt monthly account of revenues delivered into 
council, was the month of March; on which I 
thought it expedient to haſten the accounts of 
April, May, and June, as much as poſſible, but 
found the deliys in Metre without end; when 


ſending for him into the public Cutcherry, and 


aſking him the reaſon of - theſe delays, his anſwer 
was, That it was occaſioned by ſome articles that 
he had recollected, which ought to have been 
brought to the credit of the Company ſooner, an 
account of which he then gave me, to the amount 
of C. Rs. 2809 3 9, telling me he wanted to bring 
| them 
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them to credit in the account of revenues for 
April ; to which I objected, that as he was ſenſi- 
ble I had traced thoſe very frauds, and that ſome 
of them were five years ſtanding, I could not 
admit of more being brought to credit in April, 
than were really the tranſactions of the preceding 

ear, which I likewiſe repreſented to Mr. Manning- 

am, and met with his approval; accordingly, in 
the accounts revenues for April, laid before your 
Honour, &c. the 13th inſtant, Rupees 842 8 of 
the above ſum are brought to credit, fo that ac- 
cording to his account delivered me, there remains 
a ballance due to the Company of C. Rs. 1966 1x 
9, account frauds confeſſed, in the ſeveral articles 
of duty on Rice Salliſnammah, (or arbitration 
bonds) Ruſſey Sallamy, (or meaſuring conteſted 
grounds) Gur Huzreys (or ſervants wages forfeited) 
and Mooriannoes, from April 1747, during the 
ſeveral Zemindaries of Meſſcs. Kempe, Eyles, Crut- 
tenden, and Watts; I juſtly call theſe frauds con- 
felled, not only as he knew I had traced them, 


but becauſe I have this convincing. argument to 


alledge, they never would have been brought to 
credit, but as a conſequence of the ſcrutiny I had 
begun to make into his conduct; for he had as 
early as the 29th of June, adjuſted the account 
revenues for the month of April, and cloſed the 
credit fide of the account; and the whole was 
wrote fair, and wanted only balancing and figmng, 
and not one of theſe recollected articles brought ro 


credit. But as almoſt every hour comes freighted 
with his frauds, it is my duty to lay them before 


your Honour, &c. as they occur. 

Unteram Dur . ſtood, during Mr. Forſter's go- 
vernment, a penſioner on the Cutcherry books, at 
20 Rupees per menſem, which he received till Mr. 
Eyles ſtruck him off. In the beginning of Mr. 
18 1. $ Py he was be 5 reſtored, and 

received 
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received one month's allowance; but ſince that 
it has been received by Metre or Rogu Metre, 
on pretence of a balance due from Unteram 
to the latter, 24 months at 20 Rupees, which is 
460: for proof of which the Cutcherry Podar, 
and Unteram are in waiting. a 

The 15th, Goſebeg Jemmautdaar complaine 
to me, that he had not received a Cowrie of the 
wages due to him and ten Peons, that were placed 
as a guard at Govindpoor Gunge in March laſt, 
to look after the rice. Recollecting a charge of 
this kind, I turned to that month's account reve- 
nues, and found the Company debted for Rs. 232 
10 for this ſervice, account 20 Buckſerrias and 
two Ponſoys, whereas there were in truth only the 
Peons above mentioned, and 10 of the Company's 
Buckſerrias from the different Chowkeys on board 
the Ponſways, and the expence of the Ponſways 1 
find was paid by Moideb Huzzarah; and though 
the charge is continued to the Company for two 
months and four days, yet they were actually no 
longer on this ſervice than one month and ſeven 
days, —as Goſebeg, Sowanny, Ponſwaar, and Lall- 
mun Mangu are now in waiting to prove. 

By complaint from Nour Cawn, I find, that in 
a long family diſpute between him and his brother 
Haſſein Cawn's widow, the amount of 2107 C. 
Rs. has been collected from them both, 200 Sicca 
Rupees of which were received by Metre on ac- 
count of duty on raw filk, and the reſt in fines, 
neither of which has been brought to the Com- 
pany's credit. The particulars of this infamous 
affair are too prolix to enumerate to your Honour, 
&c. at preſent, therefore ſhall only requeſt he may 
be interrogated as to the fact. | ; 

The next article I have to ſubmit to your Ho- 
nour's, &c. judgment, is of a moſt flagitious na- 
ture, and at the ſame time will prove as well his 
perfidiouſneſs to the Company, as his — 

: | Wit 
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with the common robbers, and murderers, that have 
ſo many years infeſted the ſettlement: I may too 
juſtly ſay under his wing and protection, to the 
laſting ftain I fear of our name and government: 
About the latter end of April 1730, the Head 
Pyke informed Govindram Metre, that he had 
taken a notorious Decoyt, named Diaram, (com- 
monly called Dia) in the houſe of one Moideb 
Cuſſarry, who was likewiſe known to be connected 
with theſe Decoyts. To give your Honour, &c. 
the reſult of this affair in as few words as poſſible, 
the Head Pyke was ordered by Metre, to fell 
Moideb's houſe and effects, which was accordingly 
done the firſt of May, the former for 300 Rupees, 
and the latter for two, and the amount C. Rs. 500 
paid by the Head Pyke by Metre's order to Diaram 
Goſe, his relation, and head writer in the Cut- 
cherry, and the murderer ordered to be releaſed. 
The proof of theſe facts are now in writing, and 
more inſtances of this nature, I have ready to pro- 
duce againſt him, when your Honour, &c. has 
more leiſure than you have at preſent to receive 
them, or than indeed I have at preſent to enume- 
rate them. | 

I have a ſingle obſervation to make to your Ho- 
nour, &c. on two articles contained in Metre's 
account frauds confeſſed; Gurr Huzreys from 
1747 to 1751, in that ſpace he brings to the credit 
of the Company on that account 392 8 Rupees : 


now from the nature of things, this deduction muſt | 


have been always made, more or leſs, from the 
wages of the Buxerrics, Pykes, &c,—But what is 
become of it? for, with the utmoſt diligence, I 


can trace no credit given on account of this article. 


The article Moorianocs, I believe, may need 
ſome explanation, as introductory to my obſerva- 
tion on it, On every complaint where a Peon 1s 


ordered, he receives from the delinquent or defen- 


O dant 
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dant three punds of Cowries a day, one pund of 
which he keeps to himſelf, one pund 14 gundas 
belongs to the Company under the head of Etlack, 
and the remaining ſix gundas is daily collected 
apart, out of which the Etlack Mories or writers 
are paid their wages, and the overplus remains to 
the Company; on account of this article, Metre in 
his account frauds confeſſed, brings to credit 370 
Rupees from 1749 to 1751, but as I find no credit 
given ſince Auguſt and September 1743, on this 
account, I muſt conclude a farther fraud in this, 
as well as the laſt mentioned article : both which 1 
ſubmit to your Honour, &c. judgment. 


GOVINDRAM METRE Dr. 
To account Cutmah's guards —— 3234 


To account frauds conteſſed —— 1966 11 9 


To account Unteram Dutt 460 
To account the guard at the Rice gunge 232 19 
To account Nour Cawn, and Hol- 

ſein Cawn's widow — — c ods 


To account Moideb's houſe and effects 500 


Principal C. Rs. 5600 59 
I am, moſt reſpectfully, 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant. 


To the Honourable Roctr Drake, Eq, Prefident 
| and Governor, Sc. Council. 


Fort William, 
_ Honourable Sir and Sirs, Auguſt ay, 17525 


JF Obſerve that Govindram Metre has (in two 

letters under date the 17th and 24th inſtant) 
put in anſwer to the two firſt charges I have exhi- 
bited againſt him, on which I beg leave to remark, 


that if he is thus permitted to anſwer in a long and 


2 fallacious 


a 
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fallaciqus narrative, to every ſingle charge, I fore- 
ſee a ſcrutiny into his conduct may become a work 
of ſome years; and will be ſuch a heavy tax on my 
time, that the needful, and I may ſay hourly at- 

tention to my office, will by no means admit of ; 
becauſe my replying to ſuch anſwers will be abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, or our honourable maſters may be 
impoſed on, by the ſpeciouſneſs of their appear- 
ance; and my replies may occaſion his rejoinders, 
to the end of the chapter. The charges I lay 
againſt him conſiſt not in argument, but facts, 
which it is only incumbent on him to admit or 
deny. If my informations are wrong, and I fail in 
the-: proof of them, he will thereby become ſuffi- 
ciently vindicated ; therefore, effectually to put a 
ſtop to this tedious method, I will only give your 
Honour, &c. the trouble of this reply, and in fu- 
ture barely lay before the Committee whatever facts 
occur-to me, ſubſequent to my preſent information; 
I admit his appeal to the Gentlemen that have 
filled the ſtation of Zemindar, to be ſtrictly true; 
and J have long known ſuch application to them, 
on the ſale of the farms, to be his conſtant method 
of | blinding them, as he well knew none durſt give 
them intelligence of their real worth : His impo- 
ſition on your Honour, &c. in this argument, I 
cannot help, calling extremely audacious ; he ſays, 
* he always adviſed the Zemindars a month before 
the time of lale, of the utmolt price he could get 
« for the farms.” — Why, Gentlemen! the Pot- 
tahs, by which he farmed out on his own account 
the farms now under conſideration, and which carry 
an advance (ſome of them) of 70, 80, and 100 per 
cent. bear date the ſame day with thoſe, whereby 
he calls them to himſelf, in a fictitious name, at 
that loſs to our honourable employers : can your 
Honour, &c. want a ſtronger proof of matchleſs 
fraud and iniquity than this; ?.I think not, I dare 
| Q 2 lay 
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fay I ſhall meet your concurrence in giving it theſe 
juſt appellations. He further ſays, he gave more 
for the ſix farms in 1749, than was given the year 
before; this I admit; and muſt remark his ad- 
vancing ſometimes, in a trifling degree, the prices 
of the farms, as another artful means of blinding 
his maſters : but his affertion, that he gave more 
for the ſix farms the two next years, than he gave 
in 1749, is far from truth; for I have only to 
refer your Honour, &c. to my letter under date 
the 13th inſtant, and you will obſerve, for three of 
them he gives leſs, nay though he farms two of the 
three on his own account at a higher rate in 1750 
and 1751, than in 1749. As to the deduction of 
the duſſutary, or 10 per cent. for the Zemindar, it 
does not appear to me in any degree probable, that 
he would neglect levying this fee from thoſe to 
whom he rented the farms on his own account ; 
which he might do as juſtly as he levied the 2z per 
cent. the laſt year, notwithſtanding the reaſons by 
which he attempts to palliate that act of power and 
oppreſſion, He inſinuates my leaving out Haut 
Cola Buzar in my ſecond lift with deſign, as know- 
ung he loſt by that Buzar: that I was not capable 
of ſo unworthy a deſign, is manifeſt from my men- 
tioning it in my firſt liſt; and 2dly, becauſe I 
know, and will prove, he neither loſt or gained by 
it in the year 1749 and 1730; but that he gained 
40 Rupees by it in 1751, when he took it at 177 
Rupees, and farmed ir out again to Purpuram at 
217 Rupees. He may with equal truth ſay, it is 
with defign, in the calculate of his wages, where I 
charge him 9596, inſtead of 8484; which is as mani- 
teſt a miſtake, as my leaving out the other Buzat 
in my ſecond hſt. < He ſays, that every Rajah's 
and Zemindar's Duan, over the whole king- 
dom, is indulged” with ſome farms for his own 
profit; as he cannot, from his wages, keep up 
« the 
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te the equipage and attendance neceſſary for an 
« officer in his ſtation.” This is calculated to 
deceive elſewhere, as he muſt know your Honour, 
&c. is better acquainted with the nature of this 
government. We know it is a very uſual thing 
tor a Duan, or a Duan's Niab, to repreſent to 
their principal, that ſuch or fuch a farm or portion 
of land produces ſuch an annual profit, and ſoli- 
cits that he may hold it himſelf ; but it is as well 
known, that if he is detected in concealing the real 
profits, or holds them clandeſtinely in others 
names, or is found guilty of oppreſſing or exacting 
from the people more than the eſtabliſhed duties, 
the laſh, fetters, impriſonment, and confiſcation, 
are the immediate conſequence ; one crime fully 
proved againſt him implies tne whole, and he 1s 
treated accordingly. 'To inſtance one that Metre 
is perfectly acquainted with. — About 15 years ago, 
Sahib Ray was Duan to Kritichund Raja ; this 
Duan had a Niab, or depu:y, named Gopee Sing, 
who was convicted of holding farms clandeſtinely, 
of oppreſſing the people; and of perpetrating other 
crimes now laid to the charge of Govindram Metre : 
his : puniſhment was very remarkable; for after 
ſeverely ſuffering the laſh, chains, impriſonment, 
and. confiſcation, he was fixed in the public high- 
way, and an order iſſued for every paſſenger to 
| kick him on the head, under which miſerable ſitu- 
ation he expired. As Metre's own confeſſion 
ſpeaks his having plundered agreeably to the 
maxims of his own nation, ſo he himſelf has 
pointed out, that the laws of his own nation ought 
to be the meaſure of his puniſhment; and I 
am much deceived, if your 1 &c. will not 
find in the end, that his crimes are in no ſhape 
inferior to thoſe of Gopee Sing's. As to his inſi- 
nuations touching equipage and attendance, I know 
not, that from the nature of his employ in 

O 3 this 
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this ſettlement, he was intitled to either, in the 
ſenſe he would imply: How and by what means 
he had accumulated a judicial power in the place, 
ten times greater than nine-tenths of his maſters, 
is a point I will not diſcuſs; but certain it is, that 
his acquiring any was foreign to his ſtation, which 
ſtrictly was no more than a head ſervant of the Ze- 
mindar's, and a ſuperintendant of the writers and 
other ſervants imployed in the revenues; which 

ſtation ſome one or other muſt fill, without the 
leaſt neceſſity of his gaining power, name, or equi- 
page; at leaſt I will venture to aſſure your Ho- 
nour, &c. none ſhall, whilſt J have the honour of 
being at the head of the office. | 
Metre objects to my charging him ten years on 
the ſix farms; to which I ſay, that where a fraud 
of three years is proved upon him, I fee no injuſ- 
tice in concluding, - that fraud was extended fur- 
ther, when the means were equally in his power, 
though perpetrated, poſſibly, by different methods. 
In this, I am ſure, I treat him ſtrictly conformable 
to his own laws, which himſelf has pleaded in his 
favour ; but this charge I will further illuſtrate to 
your Honour in ſimilar inftances, where his clan- 
deſtine gains have been much greater than thoſe 
already laid before you, The Nimmuck Mahal, 
or Salt Farm, was farmed by Narratun Biſwaſs, at 
1651 10 6 in the year 1751, under a ſtrict ſtipula- 
tion and order of the Zemindary, that he was to 
levy a duty on that article only of 151 annaes per 
cent. when his year expired. Metre ſent for one 
Ramram Boſe, whom he took into his ſervice, and 
N in the management of that farm, telling 
um, the duty was now to be collected on the 
Company's account, with orders to let him know, 
at the end of two or three months, what it pro- 
| duced : this produce amounting, in the months of 
. November, December, and January, to between 


900 


TCR RP... TT ry 
TODLLC ELDERS, 


1 — = — 4; 
n 


— x 4 BE. 82 * 


1 r rr —— —— — ——— ann — 
2 ou — "v 
- S—_—— 
Ae > 


17 
[ 


1 199 } 
oo and 1000 Rupees, Metre takes the farm to 
imſelf, in the name of one Conju Boſe ; and as 


an inſtance of his merit and vigilance, advances to- 
the Company 152 4 3 more than it farmed at the; 


year before; this farm has ever ſince been in his 
hands, in fictitious names, at a ſmall annual ad- 
vance; and he has, according to my information, 
made in theſe ten or eleven years, a profit of at 


leaſt 40,000 Rupees on this farm: the proofs of 


this: muſt in ſome degree reſt with your Honour, 


&c. by ſtrictly ordering the Amdanny and Ruff- 


tanny accounts, or imports and exports of that 
article, to be laid before the Committee. When 
this farm wasYaſt year put up to public ſale, by. 
order of Mr. Burrow, your Honour, &c.. may 
remark, it roſe from 2400 to 4034 Rupees; za 
ſtrong proof of the frauds committed in it. | 

The Vermillion Farm produced in 1738, Ru- 
pees 4123 in 1739, Metre takes it at 200; and it 
has been in his hands clandeltinely, in the names 


of his ſervants, ever ſince, and only raiſed to 225. 


His profits on this farm, I am informed, during; 


theſe thirteen or fourteen years, amount to Rupees; 


30,000 at leaſt: the proof of which mult likewiſe, 


as in the laſt article, reſt on your Honour, &c. 
by ordering him to lay the accounts of both, on 


his oath, before the Committee. | 
In the duty on Chinam, timbers, and ſale of 
boars, I find, by extracts from the ſeveral Aſſam- 


mees Books, Rupees 960 2 collected by Connu- 


ram Tagoor, from November laſt to June inclu- 
live, of which there 1s only brought to credit 
annually about 300 Rupees; fo that there has 
been an annual fraud in it at leaſt of 1000 Ru- 
pees: and I think no body will ſay or believe, 
that this ſervant of Metre's can have ſecreted this 
annual ſum. 5 


O 4 After 


„ 


After all; it might have been imagined, that, 
ſince the Company had been thus defrauded in the 
annual ſale of their farms, thoſe ſums for which 
they were ſold (howſoever leſs than their real value) 
would at leaſt have been brought to their credit; 
but on the contrary, I am ſorry to adviſe your 
Honour, &c. that has not been the caſe.; for hav- 
ing ordered the b:{t Moories I could employ, to 
draw out, by way of account, current, a ſtatement 
of the yearly amount of the Pottahs and the credits, 
as they ſtand in the monthly account revenues, from 
1738 to November 1751, 1 find no leſs a ſum 
than Rupees 7219, not brought to credit; ſo that 
it is too ſtrictly verified, what I have before aſſerted, 
that there has been no method unefiayed by this 
man, where there was a poſſibility of his injuring 
the truſt repoſed in him. | 
I have nothing more to trouble your Honour, 
&c. with in reply to his anſwer of the 17th, than to 
aver, he has never been debarred inſpecting any book 
whatever in the Cutcherry, that he might think 
neceſſary for his defence; and I have given orders, 
that he may take any copies from thence he pleaſes. 
His letter of the 24th needs no reply, as the con- 
futing it wholly depends on proots to be laid be- 
fore the Committee: for my own part, I muſt 
once more repeat my opinion, that his frauds are 
too obvious to afford a doubt; but the moſt con- 
vincing proof of them will appear in the increaſe 
of the revenues, which points out to me an ex- 
pedient for your Honour, &c.'s deliberation, that 
in my own judgment carries great equity with it, 
and would ſave us from a mott tedious taſk, which 
muſt reſult from a particular enquiry into every 
article of his frauds. 

I believe it can hardly be imagined, that, with 
our utmoſt vigilance and attention, we ſhall be able 
to make ſo much of the Company's revenues, as 


has 
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has been made of them whilſt under his manage- 
ment; notwithſtanding which, I would propoſe, 


that he give good and ſufficient ſecurity to refund 
two-thirds of the medium of the increaſe on two 


years revenues, commencing from the firſt of 
July laſt ; and the better to eſtimate in what ſum. 


he ſhall be obliged to give ſecurity, I will ſuppoſe 
a medium increaſe of 30,000 Rupees, (and leſs, I 
will venture to ſay, will not be, and yet the poo 
in many circumſtances relieved) two-thirds of which 
ſnall be deemed the ſum the Company has been 
annually - defrauded of, whilit the revenues have 
been under his conduct; hence the ſecurity will be 
in the ſum of 560,000 Rupees. I am afraid your 
Honour, &c. will think me too indulgent to Metre 
in this propoſition, as there will be ſo conſiderable 
a loſs of intereſt to the Company : however, I will 
ſubmit it, as it is, to your determination. Touch- 


ing the examination in council of Anderam Dut, and 


Rogu Metre, I beg to be indulged a few words 
more, juſt to obſerve that the conteſted accounts 
between them are foreign to my charge; it is enough 


that it is ſupported by the confeſſion of Rogu Metre, 


and the depoſitions of Anderam Dut, and Bulram 
Podar; fo that I muſt {till be of opinion, the Com- 
pany have an undoubted claim on Roju Metre for 


the 4bo Rupees, as neither he, nor any one elle, in my 
judgment, can be.juſtified in making a property of 


the Company to reimburſe themſelves, even ſup- 


poling he had any juſt demand on Anderam, which 


I have too much reaſon to believe was not the caſe. 
I remain, moſt reſpectfully, 
-Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Your moſt obedient humble ſervant. 


P. S. Since my cloſing the above, my Moories 


have brought me in their report of the deficiencies 
in the duty on exportation of Rice, by which I 
find the Company defrauded of Rupees 8605 8 6 
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from Anno 1738, to April 1752, including 1175 
15 6 Rupees, which ſtand in his account frauds 

confeſſed. Permit me to remark, that as Metre 

has been hardy enough to embezzle ſuch conſider- 

able ſums on the farms, and on this laſt. mentioned 

article of duty on Rice exported, though both 
under the check of an Engliſh regiſter, what 
bounds can we ſuppoſe reſtrained him during the 
preceding 14 years on the whole of the revenues, 
when he had no check at all upon him: for I can 
trace no Cutcherry accounts prior to 1738. If I 
aſk for the accounts of the Gunge before it was 
farmed, I am told they were waſhed away in the 
great ſtorm; and if I enquire for any other accounts 
relative to the revenues, antecedent to the above 
year, I am told the White Ants have deſtroyed 


them, I am, (ut ſupra.) 


To the Honourable Roctr Drakr, Eſq; Preſident 
and Governor of Fort William, c. Council, 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


iſt, IN obedience to your commands touching our 
Honourable Maſters letter of the 16th. 
January 1752, I now lay before you, the reſult 
of my enquiries into the ſeveral particulars relative 
to the office of the Zemindary, and ſtate of the 
Company's revenues; but as a ſcrutiny of this 
kind is intirely new, and accompanied with very 
few traces to guide me in the ſearch, your Honour, 
&c. I hope will not think I have been tardy in 
the execution of your orders. As the taſk aſſigned 
me has really been a very heavy, though neceſſary 
one, yet I have had this ſatisfaction attending it, 
that thereby the Company's revenues will in future 
be put on ſuch a footing, that it will be ſcarcely 
poſſible for further depredations to be made on 
them of any conſequence, as not only the board, 
| 55 a | but 


i 
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but every ſucceeding Zemindar, may at any time, 


and at one view, acquire a knowledge of every 


Branch of the Company's duties. The accounts 
of which, to the minuteſt article, are now kept in 


Engliſh, by which means the Preſident and Council 
will have it in their power, to be a conſtant check 


upon the Zemindar, as collector of the revenues, 
and the Zemindar on the ſubordinate ſervants of 


the Cutcherry, to whoſe management (from the 


fluctuating poſt of the Zemindar, his deficiency 
in the language, and the want of ſome work of 
this kind) the revenues have in a manner been 
abandoned, though unavoidably fo, from the 
above cauſes, 

2d. A reply to the latter part of our Honourable 
Maſters firſt paragraph will with more propriety 


come from your Honour, &c. however I muſt beg 


leave juſt to give you my thoughts on the ſub- 
ject, which poſſibly may coincide with your own, 
otherwiſe you will doubtleſs reply to it more fully, 
and correct me where you think I may have erred. 
As to a rehearing of any matter determined in the 
Cutcherry, to a certain value, I ſubmit it to your 
Honour, &c. whether an eſtabliſhed order or rule 
of Cutcherry to this purport, would not be attended 
with the utmoſt inconvenience ; for as theſe people 
are beyond doubt the moſt litigious people exiſt- 
ing, it is as certain that no cauſe to that value 
would ever be determined without a rehearing. 
At the ſame time, permit me to obſerve, that it is 


hardly to be imagined a Zemindar would refuſe to 


rehear any cauſe, upon proper repreſentations made 
to him; but our Honourable Maſters will be 
convinced, from copy of the judicial proceedings 
tranſmitted them, that the Zemindar who purſues 
the ſame method, will need little check on his 


judgments regarding property; for it will there 


appear an invariable rule, to have every cauſe de- 
| termined 
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termined by arbitrators of the parties own chuſing, 
unleſs in claims ſo obvious as to admit of no con- 
teſt, ſuch as thoſe ariſing on mortgages, &c. or 
thoſe of very ſmall value, where the parties are fo 
indigent as not to be able to pay the fees on the 
arbitration bonds. And when the arbitrators 
happen to be equally divided in their judgments, 
the Zemindar interferes no farther, than in nomi- 
nating an umpire, who ſhall be acceptable to both 
parties; but if objected to by either, then each to 
nominate an umpire, and chance to determine ; 
but an inſtance of this lalt kind has not happened 
fince I have been in the office. Wherever it ap- 
pears that the Zemindary embezzles the Company's 
revenues, oppreſſes the people, or is guilty of cor- 
ruption in his judicial proceedings, our Honour- 
able Maſters have left it to your Honour, &c. the 
redreſſing theſe evils, by ſuſpending him from his 
poſt; but an appeal from his judgments I do not 
think the nature of the office will admit of, as they 
are put in execution as ſoon as pronounced; but 
x your Honour, &c. think otherwiſe, I ſhall moſt 
chearfully ſubmit to any orders you ſhall tranſmit 
me on that head. Our Honourable Maſters, by 
ordering an Engliſh regiſter of the proceedings and 
fines to be regularly kept, and from time to time 
to be laid before you, and directing the aſſiſtants 
to attend on Cutcherry days, appear to me to have 
been the beſt checks on the Zemindar that could 
have been deviſed ; to which permit me to recom- 
mend to your Honour, &c. that you iſſue an order 
from the board, that no Zemindar in future pre- 
fume to determine any cauſe privately at his own 
houſe, but in public Cutcherry, as the contrary 

practice may give a latitude to much iniquity. . 
3d. Under your Honour's, &c. influence and 
orders, the intentions of our Honourable Maſters 

| as ſet forth in their ſecond paragraph, are already 

- in 
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in 3 put in execution. The farms have been 
ſold at public outcry, agreeable to their inſtruc- 
tions, and the poor are reheved by remirting fix 
of the loweſt farms, as producing little more to 
the Company than diſcredit, Ihe ſeaſon bei 
now arrived for meaſuring the ground, my ut 
care and attention ſhall be employed in putting our 
Honourable Maſters, orders on that head in execu- 
tion. In conformity to your Honour, &c. orders, 
I have made the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny into the ſeveral 
charges of Banians, writers, and other ſervants of 
the Cutcherry, under the denomination of Pikes, 
Peons, and Buckſerries; alſo the charge of Chow- 
key Boats; and for the reduction made in theſe 
articles, 1 refer you to the ſeveral monthly accounts 
revenues for July, Auguſt, September, and Octo- 
ber, ready to be laid before you, as ſoon as the 


months of May and June are paſſed in council: 1 


have alſo made the like ſcrutiny into the 

charge of repairing the roads, drains, &c. 

making and ning the ſeveral Cutcherry, and 
Chowkey houſes, the exorbitancy of which will 
beſt appear from the future charges in theſe par- 
ticulars. And to illuſtrate the benefit ariſing to 
our Honourable Employers from your orders touch- 
ing the monthly charges Zemindary, I beg leave 
to inform your Honour, &c. that I have taken 
the medium of the laſt three years nominal and 
real current charges of this office, as being rhe 
loweſt, and find it amount to Current Rupees 
29818 per annum: rhe charge of fervants under 


every denamination, and Chowkey Boats, ffands 


for October reduced to 1367 Rupees per menſem, 
(or thereabours, for it is impoſſible ta ſpecify with- 
in five or ten Rupees) or 18804 Current Rupees 
per annum; to this I will add the large allowance 
of 1200 Rupees per annum, account repairing the 
: - ro 


wan 2 4 1 * 


— Oe -»— 
22 


2 AS oe CLI. . 4 
q : — 8 . 0 
* 2 — 2 5 ba f hoop 2 - 7 
2 # Bs 4 * * bo TE * x \ * 
-— x K 2 t BS I» — * 2 — 
1 - * * N 2X — - 


„ 3 Ta D - 
eg cw 24 £ . 
= 1 * 2 * 3 * 


wy - 8% 8 
- W > ———— — as 


L 206 ] 


roads, Ec. and making and repairing the ſeveral 
Cutcherries and Chowkey houſes, and: other ihci- 
dental charges; which makes the whole annual 
charges Zemindary amount only to 20,004 Ru- 
s, from which I think it cannot vary 200 Ru- 
pees. Thus I have the pleaſure of demonſtrating to 
your Honour, &c. an annual ſaving of near 10,000 
Rupees. And if the preſent charge can in any 
ſhape, with propriety, be further reduced, my ut- 
moſt endeavours ſhall not be wanting. In regard 
to the laſt part of this paragraph, and part of the 
third, I have only to obſerve to your Honour, &c. 
for the information of our Honourable Maſters, 
that the Duſſutary, or 10 per cent. on the annual 
ſale of the farms, from the beſt intelligence I can 
acquire, has been exacted from the farmers, (I be- 
lieve with the knowledge of. the board) by every 
Zemindar (Mr, Jackſon excepted) as an eſta- 
bliſhed fee or perquiſite; but how this cuſtom, ob- 
tained, or by what appointment it became eſta- 
bliſhed, I cannot learn. Be this as it may, it will 
require very few words to demonſtrate, the Com- 
pany have ſuffered this deduction on their farms 
for thirteen or fourteen years, and that they, and 
not the farmers, have been the loſers. The value 
affixed to each farm has been in Current Rupees 
but the Duſſutary collected has been always in 
Madraſs Rupees, (the Gunge excepted) which is 
adding 10 per cent. upon the Duſſutary. This 
article is now brought to the credit of the Com- 
pany, and points out another gain of Current 
Ru 6457, as per account ſales of the farms 
20th Oktober, already before you. I have only 
to add, that every Cutcherry allowance, fee, and 
uifite, formerly appropriated to the Zemin- 
dar, are now alſo duly brought to the Company's 
credit. | | 
4th, 
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4th, Our Honourable Maſters 4th paragraph 
remains now only to be ſpoke to, wherein we are 
directed to tranſmit them a particular deſcription 
of the ſeveral branches of duty belonging to the 
Zemindary, with the ſeveral articles of revenue, 
under the inſpection of the Zemindar, and explain 
the nature of them. To make this deſcription the 
more intelligible, I think it expedient to divide the 
whole of the Company's revenues under three heads, 
viz, Ground-rent, Farms, and the ſeveral duties 
ariſing on articles not farmed, but collected daily, 
and ariſing from the current tranſactions of the 
Cutcherry. Touching the firſt head, I imagine I 
ſhall have occaſion to addreſs your Honour, &c. 
largely, when I have compleated the meaſurement 
of the ground; ſo that what I lay before you now 
on this ſubject, I take as ſtanding at preſent on the 
Cutcherry books, and would only have it eſteemed 
as a ſhort introduction to that period. 

The town of Calcutta is divided into four prin- 
cipal diſtricts, under the denominations of Dee Cal- 
cutta (under which John Negore is included) Go- 
windpoore, Soota Nutty, and Bazar Calcutta; to 
each of which, and to the great Bazar, are appro- 
priated a diſtinft Cutcherry, whoſe accounts are 
all tranſmitted to, and center in the great Cut- 
cherry of Dee Calcutta, Theſe four diſtricts con- 
tain 34721 Bega of ground, (each containing 20 
Cotta} on which the Company receive ground-rent 
at 3 Sicca Rupees per Bega per annum, ſome few 
places excepted, hereafter to be ſpectfied, which 
pay a leſs rent. Excluſive of the above 54724 
Bega, the Company poſſeſs 733 Bega, which pay 
no ground- rent. The diſtribution of ground that 
pays rent, and that which pays none, is as fol- 
lows, VIZ. | | 
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The diſtrict of Simlea = 1000 
| Molunga - 800 
Mirzapoor 1000 
Hogulcourea 250 
B. 3050 


Theſe 3050 Bega, eagle agreeably to the fore- 
going proportion, will be found to contain 526 
— ; which, added to thoſe under the N 
y*s protection, will make the whole amount of 
Locks 14718. I add them together, becauſe th 
equally contribute to the conſumption of thoſe 
articles, on which the Company's revenues ariſe, 
The independence of the above four diſtricts aroſe 
from the towns originally belonging to different 
proprietors z and when the Phirmaund gave us a 
t to purchaſe theſe towns, with the reſtriction 
of ſatisfying the Zemindars, ſome of them could 
not be prevailed upon to alienate theirs : ſo that 
in conſequence they have remained diſtinct and 
independant ever ſince. The proprietors of the 
above 14718 houſes, for diſtinction ſake, I will 
call Principal Tenants, or Holders of Pottas; 
who have again their lodgers or under-tenants, 
_— the limits of their reſpective Pottas, T the 
ollowing proportion on an average, agreeably to 
the 1 I can — as well as the 
beſt information I have acquired, viz, each princi- 
Potta-holder, who poſſeſſes 1 of ground, 
as five under-renants who hold of him ; there- 
fore, adding the 3050 Bega contained in the four 
independant towns, to the 5472 Bega, the pro- 
perty of the Company, the whole amount of 44 
will be 8522; and this again multiplied by fix, 
will give the number of houſes that are properly in 
Calcutta, viz. 51132; and this ſum again multi- 
plied by 8, a very moderate eftimate of the inha- 
bitants contained in each houſe, it gives the num- 
ber of ſouls, in Calcutta, viz. 409056 conſtant in- 
| P | habitants, 
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habitants. without reckoning the nkiradethardutly 


come in and return, but yet who add to the con- 
ſumption of the place. I will trouble your Ho- 


nour, &c. at preſent on this ſubject, no farther 


than juſt to reduce the Bega into Engliſh meaſure, 
and point out to our Honourable Maſters the ex- 
tent of ground they poſſeſs in this ſettlement. The 


Bega is in length 126 f feet, which, multiplied 


into itſelf, gives 16, 002 ſquare feet in a ſquare 
Bega; an acre contains ſquare feet 43,560 : there- 
fore a Bega 1s to an Acre, as 367 to F050, or as 
11 to 30 the neareſt. 


5th. The farms come next ones conſideration; 
and firſt of the Gunge, or Mondy Bazar, ituated 
in the diſtrict of Govindpoore. Touching this 
article, I can obtain no accounts prior to the year 
1738, all preceding accounts of it being (as Iam 
told) deſtroyed in the great ſtorm. This farm has 
produced to the Company, lince1 it was firſt farmed, 
as follows, diz. 
A? 1738 — 6501 Brought forward, Rs. 62641 


1739 — 6505 1746 — 13201 | : 
1.749, == 9225 1747 — 17002 . 
1741 — 6655 1748 — 18203 
1742 — 6655 1749 — 14004 

' 1743 — 7600 1750 — 10100 
1744 — 8500 1751 — 12010 
1745 —112C0 1752 — 22760 


_ 5 Cutrent Rs. 169921 T be medium 

| Pe; | — 11328 per 
ann. 

The ſeveral articles on which a duty is collected 

at the Gunge, are, Rice, Paddy, Gram, and all 


other kinds of Grain; as alſo on Tobacco, Gee, 


Matts, Poultry, Bay Leaves, Thread, Beeds, 


Cloth, Oil, Gunnys, Copoſs, Seeds, Beatlenut 
exported: in ſhort, on every article that comes 
within the denomination of common food, orf the 
comman neceſſaries of life. | The duty collected 


by 


. . 
* - * © % „0 * - 


| ain 7 


by the Farmer of the Gunge on Rice, at 1 ARE 

per Rupee, is the neareſt 8 per cent. and on every 
other article. 3 Pices Sicca per Rupee, or 1 Rupee 
9 Annaes per cent. Concerning this farm, I ſhall 
trouble your Honour, &c. with nothing more 
here, as I ſhall again ſpeak to it in ſome general 
remarks on the farms, after I have particularized 
each of them, to which I ſhall now cat; in the 
ordet of their fales the 2oth of October laſt. 


th. Soota Nutty Market, and Suba Buzar, 
haye yielded, ſince they were firſt farmed, as fol- 


lows, vz. 
As 1738 — 3204 Brought forward, Rs. 301 15 


Tm 50-5" 1746 — 4t72 - 
TT IPO 11.44.3-T-E74A., 4370: a 
1741 — 4012 1748 — 4422 ; 
1742 — 3532 1749 — 4599 
8743. 3735 1750. — 4849 F 
1744 — 3991 | 1751 — $029 1 
1745 — 4332 1752 — 7510. £% 
— 1 
30115 | 3 Rs. £5037 Medium | 
; : per gas. 
4835 124 . 


Soota Nutta Market i is held twice a Week, viz. 
on Thurſdays and Sundays, on which a duty 1s 
collected by the Farmer, viz. 


— 


Retailers of Cowrees Chinam = Shops 

Cotton Thread Tobacco ditto 

Apothecaries Shops Fire- wood ditto | 
Oil - ditto Straw . 


Hard-ware ditto Matts 

Tyar ditto Bamboos 

Milk .... ditto Braziers Shops 

Jaggree ditto _ Beetlenut ditto 

Sweetmeat .. ditto. Greens 
Smiths ditto Sugar-canes 
Silverſmith ditto Plantien Shops 
Beetle ditto Tamar ind ditto e 
| ee Lea Cükbm⸗ 
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| per diem, on each ſhop, bundle, bag, or piece, 


Cucumber's Shops Salt © Shops 
Fiſhmongers Cloth - ditto 
Trees 0 Rice 5 itto 


according to the different value and ſpecies of 


Gram, Ilqported from Houghley, and 
Horſe ditto, | other places up the River, 
Muſtard Seed, f pays 6 Gundas of Cowrees 
Wheat, on each Rupee. 8 

Oil, Ghee, Gram, Wheat, &c. imported from 

Arung Gotta, each boat 3 Madraſs Rupees. 

Gram imported from the country round, pays 6 

Pice on each Sieca Rupee, or 3 R. 2 per cent. 

Sugar, on each Bag. 2 2 Annacs, 
Ghee, on each Dupper, 6 Ditto, 
Honey, on each Ditto, - 2 Ditto. 


Coarſe Ps. goods pay a duty from 4 to 15 Gun- 


das on each piece. Rice retailers pay 15 Chitants, 
or 35 of a Seer, on each Rupee worth. 

I have been the more particular on this market, 
that I may not be under the neceffity of ſpecify ing 
fo minutely the articles on which the duty is col- 
lected in the other markets and bazars, as they are 
nearly the ſame; and the fame eſtimation of duty 
will in general hold with very little difference; 
only, for the information of fuch of our Honour- 
able Maſters as have not been converſant with theſe 
parts, I will add, that a Gunda is 4 Cowrees, 20 
Gundas 1 Pund, 16 Punds 1 Cowand, anc 2 
Cowands 10, 12, or 13 Punds, (according to the 


value of Cowrees) make one Rupee Arcot.  Soota 


Nutty 


120 


Nutty market, and Suba Bazar, have been gene- 
rally held by the ſame perſon, as the one may be 
called the key to the other: and if in different 
hands, would occaſion endleſs diſputes; the arti- 
cles on which a duty is collected in Suba Bazar are 
nearly the ſame as in the market, though in a leſs 
quantity, and in more retail way. 


7th. Connected with the foregoing Market and 
Bazar, are the following ſeven farms; for they 
have been generally, for the above reaſons, held 
by the ſame perſon, as being all in the diſtrict of 
Sooty Nutty, though ſold ſeparately, and now in 
one lot; viz. B Bazar Market, Baag Bazar, 
Charles Bazar Market, Charles Bazar, Doobapar- 
rah Bazar, Hautcolla Bazar, and Soota Nutty's 
burthened oxen. Theſe different Markets and 
Bazars have produced, from their being firſt 
farmed, as follows, viz. 


A? 1738 — 1255 Brought forward, Re. 11389 


1739 — 1364 1746 — 1560 
1740 — 589 1747 — 1519 
1741 — 627 1748 — 1612 
1742 — 1891 1749 — 1697 
1743 — 1845 1750 — 1732 
1744 — 1879 1751 — 1764 
1745” — 1939 1752 — 2001 

11389 Current Rs. 23271 Medium 

| — 5 64 

per ann. 


The duties levied in theſe Bazars and Markets, as 
well as the articles on which they are levied, ſo 
nearly reſemble thoſe already ſpecified, that it is 
needleſs troubling your Honour, &c. with the 
particulars. Soota Nutty's Koora Pacha, or bur- 
dened Oxen, is levied as follows: _ 

Every tenant who keeps oxen, to convey mer- 
chandize out and into the town, pays the 
farmer, $ a. 6 p. per each oxen per annum; 
with theſe exceptions, that thoſe employed in 

a - _ the 


- _— 
24, »...... _—_— A. 
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the Salt Trade pay "only 6 A. 6 P. per anbhum 
_ each; and thoſe employed to import and ex- 


port Meal, to pay 11 3 3. Annaes N each, 
Per annum. 


4 | 1 


WY The Great Bazar, Alder the diſtriet of Dee 
Calcutta, is farmed out in three partitions, (but 
generally held by the ſame perſon) under the heads 
of, firſt, Jow Bazary, or: duty on | greens, fiſh, 
roots, pans, &c. WN neceſſaries of life, as to 
food and utenſils.” 2dly, Tron, gee, ſugar, bectle- 
nut, &c, merchandize, And '3dly, * 15 duty of 
Koyally or Jouldary. The firſt of theſe is farmed 
in Norember with the reſt of the farms, but the 
2d and zd in April. The Jow Bazary has pro- 
duced, ſince it was firſt farmed, vis. 


A* 175 3 — 1650 Brought forward, Rs. 15536 
1739 — 2029 441746 — 2155 
1740 — 1980 1747 — 2185 
1741 — 17636 1748 — 22865. 
1742 — 1804 1749 —-2400. .. ,» 
1743 — 1994 1750 — 2400 
1744 — 200 1751 — 2600 
1745 Nen a4 1752 —; $500. 
1— 3-33. 
15536 Current Rs. 33091.. Medium 
———__ 2206 1 


per ann. 


The duties collected by the farmer on the above 


mentioned articles are nearly in the ſame propor- 
tion as ſpecified in my ſixth paragraph. 


9th. The 2d partition of the Great Bazar is the 


1 on iron, gee, ſugar, &c. the Pattah for which, as 
well as for the Jouldary, does not expire till April 


next. This farm has produced, fince it was firſt 
farmed, as follows, viz. © 


4 1738 — 1101 ent end. Rs. 4868 


1739 — 1 15742 — 1250 
1740 — 1156 1743 — 1130 
F741 _ 5: 1744 — 1200 


| YT 111 
— 4 © — 


4568 Car, forward Cur. Rs. 8168 
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Brought forw. Rs. 8169 Brought forward, Rs“ 13525 : 


$7 1745 —=:1320 , 1749 — 1367 
1746 — 1347 1750 — 1662 
1747 — 1345 1751 — 2100 
183744 3 — 1345 1752 — 210 
1 — — f —— — 
at 8575 2 Current Rs. 20754 Medium 
37 | | 138397 
NIN or 0 per aun. 
R. A. P. 
Iron pays a duty of 1 15 3 boch when hoped & exp. 
Ballafore fonediſhes pay 16 © © per 100 diſhes, 


Ditto, ditto, cups, 8 © © per 1c0 cups. 
Beetlenut pays a duty of 1 15 3 percent. both imports& exp. 


Pepper, Copper, Tootenague, Lead, Dammer, 
Catch, Chanks, pay a duty of 2 per cent. on im- 
ports and exports. 

Sugar pays 4 er per each Oxen Load of 
2 Bags. 


Lee Pays 8 Annaes, 6 Punds per each Oxen 


Honey, Wheat, and "uy 2 per cent, on im- 
ports and ex ports. 

Oil and Jaggree, 2 Seer per each Oxen, Load, 
and. g Pund for each Ox. 

Ophirim, 2 per cent. 

Rice. and Grain imported, 2 Seers, 8 Chittack, 
per each Oxen Load. 

Ditto, Ditto, exported, 1 Seer, 4 Chittack, per 
Rupee. 

Gram, imported, pays 6 Punds, 1 Cowrie, per 
Rupee. 

Turmerick, Ginger, Sandle Wood, Red Lead, 
Long Pepper, Saltpetre, Lack, Gunnys, &c. ſun- 
aries, pay a duty 2 per cent. | 

Tobacco- im rted, ay 2 Ales, Fs. 

Oxen Load. * 13 ; 1 

Ditto, exported, 2 per cent, and 2 Bored of 
Comme for each Ox. 
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Braſs plates pay a duty of 8 Annaes per Maund, 
on both imports and 5 408 | 


1oth. The third partition of the Great Buzar, 
farmed in the ao of April, is the Jouldary, or 
Weighman's duty, of 1 Seer 4 Chittacks, per 
Rupee, levied on all Rice, Paddy, Gram, Wheat, 
&c. Grain imported in the Great Buzar. This 
duty has produced to the Company, ſince the firſt 
farming, vis. 


Ae 1738 — 726 Brought forward, Rs 6873 


1739 = 707 1746 — 1164 

1749 — 716 1747 — 1164 

1741 — 731 1748 — 1180 

1742 — 1108 1749 — 1219 

1743 — 700 1750 — 1337 

1744 — 1736 1751 — 1900 

1745. — . 1752 — 1900 

| "6273 | Current Rs 16737 Medium 
1115 12 2 

per ann. 
11th. Govindpoore Market, Beggum Bazar, and 


Goſtollob Bazar, are fold in one lot, and have been 
generally held by the ſame Jn as lying nearly 
cantiguous to each other. They have produced to 


the Company, fince their being firſt — as 
| follows, UtZ, 


A? 1738 — 992 Brought forward, Rs OY 


1739 — 1958 1746 — 1567 
1740 — 1150 1747 — 1708 
1741 — 1 1748 — 1868 
1742 — 1106 1749 — 2048 
1743 — 1468 1759 — 2109 
1744 — 1468 1751 — 1905 
1745 — 1568 * 1752 — 2305 
9906 Current Rs 23407 Medium 
2 1560 6 4 


Govindpoore Market is held twice in a week, 
viz. on Tueſdays and Saturdays; and the articles 
A 


L 287: I | 

on which a duty is levied by the Farmer are nearly 

the ſame as in Soota Nutty Market; the duties 

roms Onache 19.16.12 10 G. on each 'piege, 

bundle, baſket, or per diem, according to 
the different value, Ka. lu rg or deen of 

the goods. 


12th, Lol Bazar, and Santoſe et ſituate in 
the diſtrift of Dee Calcutta, ve yielded to the 
Company; viz, 3 * 


A? 1738 — 1584 Brought forward, Rs 212375 


1739 — 1780 1746 — 1635 
1740 — 1857 1747 — 1550 
1741 — 1640 1748 — 1720 
1742 — 1792 1749 — 1840 
1743 — 2255 1750 — 2000 
$744 — 2255 1751' — 2090 
1745 — 1660 I752 — 1855 

14823 Current Rs 27523 Medium 

e . 1834 12 9 

per ann. 
The articles and 0 nearly the fame as already 
particularized in the other Bazars. 


13th, Nimmuck Mobul, or the Salt Farm, ſituated 
in Sooty Natty, has produced, fince it was firſt 
farmed : viz, 


A? 1738 — 356 Brought mi, Rs 10498 


FP 


1739 — 1746 — 1900 L 

1 223 1747 — 2001 255 

1741 — 1651 1748 — 2025 

1742 — 1651 | 1749 — 2400 

1743 — 1825 % FF$6. 0 m0 

1744 — 1825 1751 — 4030 

$745 —» 1900 1752 — $150 

10498 Current Rs 30104 Medium 

ans. Act 2006 14 11. 


The duty levied on Salt imported and exported, 
at 3 Pice Sicca per Rupee, or 3 Rupees 2 
Annaes per Cent, 

Jouldary, 


7 218 1 
© Jouldary, or Weightnan, 6  Annaes Sicca per 
Maund. 
On Oxtn employed i in Ar ſervice, T Ropee — 
20 Oxen. 
Retailers of Salt pays 2 Anne Sies per 8 
Maund. 
There is an exemption on all Salt imported on 
account of Cojar Wazeid, who pays only 1 
'* Rupee per $ Maund, both on on "WEN 
and exported, 
The whole duty levied on Salt amounts to 3 
Rupees 15 Annaes per cent. 


14th, Dee Calcutta's Market, a . Duty on 
the Loads, and Salt in Baſkets, have E 
lince it was firſt farmed; viz. 


A 1738 — 578 Brought forward, Rs 15 = 


73% %% 31574 = „ 
= 6 — 1747 — 597 
1741 — 605 1748 — 643 
Voz To Denen 
1743 — 700 ee. 
3744 — 475 + 9j . 5 8g< 3 
ee 620 
$352 + — — 1 —— : 
$440k 0 465 2 5755 * Rs 9130 Medium 
— — 608 10 8 


Dee Calcutta Market is held in the Chourange 
Road, leading to Collegot. Articles and Dutiel 

as in other Markets already ſpecified, The duty 
on the Roads had its riſe on this occaſion: Collegot 

Market and Govindpoore Market being held both 

on a Saturday, numbers, of the tenants, reſorting to 

Collegot Market, to the i injury of that at Govind- 

popre, it was found neceſſary to check this reſort, or 

counterbalance' it, by levying a tax on every article 

imported from Collegot, in proportion to that lexied 

on the ſame articles at Goyindpoore Market. The 

| 4 on Salt imported in baſkets on Cooleys heads, 
18 


t 25 1 


is G. Z of Gn and one handful of Salt: ard 
when reſold or exported, it pays a duty to the 
Salt Farm, of 3 Pice Sicca, per Rupee. 


I 15th, Sam Bazar, and New Buzar, both fituated 
in Dee Calcutta, and now thrown into one lot, 
have produced to the Company, ſince they were 
firſt-farmed,- as follows; 3 VIZ, 


AR 1738 — 1237 Brought forward, Rs 13304. 


1739 — 1340 / 1746 — 2233 
1740 — 1391 1747 — 24360 

1741 —,1427 1748 — 2483 

1742 — 1450 1749 — 2483 

1743 — 1855 _, r 
75292744 — 1993 1751 — 4600 of 20 

1745 — 2571 2060252: neee 2: 

133% SID. — ah 34920 Medium 


8 


16th, Joby Benet and Burtholla A: brvkted 
in Dee Caleptta,. and from their neighbourhood, 
united in one Farm, have produced as follows, VIZ. 


A2 1738 — 550 | Brought forward, Rs 4586-— 


1739 — 577 2% —, 000" 
1740 — 576 ö — 1747 — 602 
1741 288 „ i . 725! 
1742 — 57 „ „ 749 — 624 
„%%% latent? on, 
1744 — ,577 A 
G 17%, 175 — 2 
4586 ; Current Rs 11421 11421 Medium 
105 26 6 


Articles and Duties as in other Bazars, 


17th, Glaſs-Makers Farm has produced, fince 1 it 
Was fir ** as * > vix. 


c 


_— - 


« © 7 
i + ” 
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4 1738 — 142 Brought forward, Rs 2598. 


1739 — 149 Þ Huge <=" 36s - 
1740 — 287 11747 — 380 
1741 — 478” 1748 — 409 
1742 — 220 1749 — 400 
1743 — 5-6 1750 — 500 
1744 — 396 1751 — $50. 
1745 — 42 „ 4.2733 —::5305';._ | 
2598 Corrent Rs 6073 Medium 
— — 14 13 10. 


To the Farmer is ed the ſole Tight of manu- 
facturing this Article; and whoever is proved to ſet 
up any ſhop, or otherwiſe interfere in it, without 
his licence, is liable to fine and imprifanment. 


18th, The Vermilian-Farm has produced, lince 
it was firſt farmed, as follows, viz. © 20 


A? 1738 — 225 ng rats, Rs 1775 


1739 — 200 1746 — 225 

1740 — 225 1747 — 225 

1741 — 225 1748 — 200 

1742 — 225 1749 — 200 
1743 — 225 1750 — 200 
1744 — 225 1751 — 200 

1745 — 225 1752 — 900 

1775 N Current Rs 3925 Medium 


— 823 1. 


The ſole manufacturing this Article is alſa 
granted to the Farmer, as above. 


19th. The Caulker's Farm has produced, ſince 
it was firſt farmed, as follows, viz. 


A 1738 — . 863 Brought forward, Rs 7691 


1739 — 864 1746 — 800 
1749 — 991 1747 — $809 
1741 — 991 1748 — 800 
1742 — 991 1749. — $500 
1743 — 1100 1750 — 300 
1744 — 991 1751 — 525 
8 


$745. yoo 
7691 


— 


Current Rs 12346 8 


823 1. 


4 azt ] 


The right of exerciſing the Ship- Caulker's buſi- 
neſs is ſolely inveſted in the F armer, who gives his 
licence to the Workers, and- receives a ſtated tax 

from them of 1 Pund of Cowrics per diem, and 
10 Gundas on each Rupee their labour produces, 


20th. The Tobacco Shops were not farmed till che 
Fear 1740, ſince when they have yielded as follows, 


* 


Dix. 
A® 1749 — 159 Brought forward, R 1008 * 
K 1747 — 43 4 
1742 — 143 1748 — 143 { 
1743 — 143 1749 — 123 : 
1744 — 143 1750 — 148 4 
1745 — 143 . « 
— 1752 — 200 1 

1008 — © 

Current Rs 1888 Medium 10 

—ͤ 125 13 6 * 

The Farmer has the ſole right of vending this 1 
article in the Bazars, and no ſhop: can fell it that G 
is not licenſed by him. ** 


. 21ſt, Bang Shop's Farm has produced, ſince it is 
was firſt — Airy: as follows, viz. 1 
* 1738 — 1101 Brought forward, Rs 12742 x 

1739 — 1101 1746 — — 1900 4 

1740 — 1521 174 1990 4 

1741 — 1599 1748 — 1700 5g 

1742 — 1700. 1749 — 1700 F 
1743 — 1980 1750 — 1700 

1744 — 1845 1751 — 1725 

1745 — 1900 1752 — 1730 8 

12742 Current Rs 29097 Medium 
— 1575 21 An. 

This farm is conducted on the reſtriftions with 

the Tobacco Shops. 


* 


22d. The Farm of the Chap Makers commenced 
not till the year 7748, and has yielded as follows, 
VIZ, | | 3 
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** 1748 — — 50 
1749 — iy wy FO 
— , At Gon 
N „ ...; ww I} * = 
ö 75, 
Current Rs 327 Medium per 
Ann. 65 6 4 


Every xerſon employed i in this buſineſs, is in the 
. of the Farmer, or works by his licenſe. 


23d. The Red-Lead Farm has ſubſiſted only 
ſince 1746. The article of Lapis Futiz is now, 
for the firſt time, added to it ; z the Farm of the 
Red-Lead has produced, ſince it was firſt farmed, 
as follows, viz. * 


AY 1746 — — — 201 
1% — — 20 
235 
1749 — — — 121 
1750 — — — 121 
1751 — — — 130 
W 
Current Rs 1270 Medium per 
— —— Ann. 181 6 10 


The wle right of this Manufacture is appropriated 
to the Farmer, nor can any one engage in it with- 
out his licence, for which he receives 2 Rupees _ 
Menſem for each Furnace. 


24th. The Dammur and Oakum was firſt farmgd 
in the year 1746, and has produced, viz. 


1 Mann — 


1746 — — 400 
: . 
0135217123748 = DT 43 
on Som oat, . 
— 8 : 
2758. — — — 60 
* 1752 r 


— — 


Current Rs 4256 Medium per 
— Ann. 523 
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The ſole right for vending theſe articles is in- 
veſted in the Farmer, and none can deal in them 
without his licence. | 
F 25th. Dee Calcutta and a Groindpoore 8 burdened 
oxen have produced, ſince it was firſt farmed, ag 
follows, dix. : 


AQ 1738 — 192 Brought ! Rupees 1554 


1739 — 33 1746 — 230 
1740 — 192 1747 — 230 
1741 — 192 1748 — 240 
_ A IO 
1743 — 20 eb RI 
1744 — 220 1751 — 192 
3745 — 230 | 6.6792 ==: 5FÞ 
1554 Current Rupees 3671 Medium 


244 11 8 

Every perſon who keeps oxen for burden, with- 
in the diſtrifts of Dee Calcutta and Govindpoore, 
pays annually a tax to the farmer, of fix An- 
naes each. | 


_ Dee Cateuite and Bazar Calmutt O fav 
boats have produced, ſince it was firſt farmed, as 
follows, viz. 


As 1738 — 153 3 Rupees 1233 
1739 — 154 1746 — 155 
1740 — 155 1747 — 155 
1741 — 155 1748 — 155 
E D 
1741 — 155 1750 — 68 
1744 — 151 1751 — 164 
R ie 
1233 * Current Rupees 2299 Medium 


— — 152 10 8 
The farmer of the ferry- boats of Dee Calcutta 
and Bazar Calcutta receives, 
For each paſſenger, four Gundas of Cowries. 
For 


_ 


5 1 
For each baſket of greens, &c. ten Gundas, 
For each cow, calf, horſe, &c. one FR. 


27th. Fre- Mort farm has produced, fince it way 
firſt farmed, as follows, viz. 
Ae 1738 — 64 Brought forward, R 51 


1739 — 70 | 1746 — 8 

1740 — 72 1747 — 65 

1741 — 72 1748 — 66 

1742 — 75 1749 — 42 

1743 — 56 | _ 5 - 

1744 — 59 12751 — 42 
6 0 

517 Current Rupees 997 Medium 


6675 

The manufacturing and vending all fire-works 
are inveſted in the farmer, who gives his licence to 
others, on receiving a conſideration ſatisfactory to 
the parties. | 

28th. Connected with Suba Bazar, were two 

ſmall Bazars, the one ſituate at Harry Naut Du- 
wan's ſtairs, and the other at Patrea Got, or the 
Stone ſtairs; theſe were always the perquiſite of 
the Zemindar's Banian, and produced annually to 
the Company from 95 to 99 Rupees; they have 
now, by your Honour, &c's permiſſion, been 
thrown into one farm, under the title of Ram 
Bazar, and produced, the 2oth of October, 510 
Rupees for the preſent year. 

29. The duty on chinam and timbers imported, 
is now, for the firſt time, by your permiſſion, 
farmed out, on repreſentation of the frauds com- 
mitted by the collectors of this duty, (vide pro- 
ceedings Zemindary, under date the 8th inſtant) 
it has fold this year for Current Rupees 437, 
more than double what has ever been brought to 
credit. The farmer levies two per cent. on all 
chinam and timbers imported. 

| zoth. The 


MVSEVM 
BRITANNICVM 


„ 
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 - gathuc The purchaſing and vending vd iron, 
tea-cattys, and old nails, was fitſt farmed Anno 
1751, for Rupees 60. its pattah expired the firſt 
inſtant, and then ſold for Rupees ee ho | 


I have now gone. through the ſeveral branches 
of the Revenues, contained under my ſecond head 
of the farms, and beg leave to lay'hefdre your 
Honour, &c. at one view, in what degree they 
have increaſed, from the year 1738. 


Anno 1738 —, = — 1 
Y | 
1740 — — — 
1744 — —— ' 
1742 my, poppe?” chem "x 
1 - DARK. 5 r 
i 355 
» 17 1369"; net” eg) PE 
THIEN 9 PW 7 
r 
1745 r 
Nr 
e 
5 2758 2— T 


And ſuppoſing the remaining two partitivtis of 
the great Bazar ſell in April next OP (which 
is the leaſt I will ſuppoſe) your Hgnour, &c. will 
have the pleaſure of. ſeeing the farms under your 
influence produce 65599 Rupees, à further gain 
to our Honourable Maſters (far. this Jour ax leaſt) 
of 20658, We ſce above, the farms, ſince 1738 
to 1751 incluſive, have increaſed (within a. trifle) 
in 2 duplicate proportion; and how the net WO 
of the revenues annually paid into the creaſury wil 

anſwer this proportion, is a circumſtance *. 
beg leave to diſcuſs, when I have gone throug 

my third head of thoſe articles not farmed our, 
ariſing from the current tranſactions of the Cur- 


cherry, 


f 


. —— 32d. The 


| 446 1 
32d. The third head e revenues. conſiſts i in 


1 


the EW. articles via „ 


91444 


Dury on piece gov.” I 
i Makes, rb, las: iini 
131 Etlack. ; 9van 1 
1 | bf ale of boats and. loops, * 
| ale of ſlaves. t 
9 Potrahs. o 
7. Arbitration bonds. | 5 
8. Commiſſions on recovery of debts, 
9. General releaſes.” 
10. Mortgage bonds. 
11, Marriages. 
12, Ruſſey Sallamy,” 
13. Sallamy on ſloops. - 
14. Mooriannoes. 
15. Duty on exportation of liquors. 
16, Licence for a treat. 
17. Order for beat of drum. 
18. Duty on exportation of rice. 


: *3 +4 


All which I ſhall explain to your Honour, &c. 
as diſtinctly. as poſſibly I can; as there is not one 
of them, in which there has not been manifeſtly 
very conſiderable frauds committed by ſome body 
or other; and muſt unavoidably be Pr without 
the utmoſt Vigilance of the Zemindar. An: 


33d. The Company levy a duty of two br 
cent. on all piece- goods ſold in the . Which 
are not imported under their duſtick. int 
out the frauds committed by the cles 6 this 
duty, I ſhall take the produce ariſing from May 
1749, to April 1752, as they exceed former 
credits. 


ABSTRACT 
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Auer of the duty on . as en 
| from. Account Revenues. 


— 


179. May P 
Jude rr 
Jaly — , a 7; 
Auguſt — — 4 0 9.. 
September — — "336 15 3 
October, — 71 83 
November r 6 12 
December — — 116 3 6 
1750, Janua — — 14 | 
8 h — — — 75 0 2 
March — — 1 0 
April — — 163 7 6 . 
oh. DRU 
1750. May — — 21 8 © 
une — — 77 3 0 
ME: nb 
Auguſt — — 31 29 
September — — 9 
Oftober — — 75 10 0 
November — — 171 5 6 
December — — 9 6 
1751. January — — 66 11 9 
Februar — — 43 3 © 
March — — 60 11 6 
April — - 17.1 © | 
| | n 95119 3 
| 1954 8 3 
1751.' May — — 27 39 — 
lane — — 33 10 o 
July — — 28 15 9 
Auguſt — — 33 14 © 
September — — 55 4 9 
October — — — 85 8 3 
November — — 175 5 6 
| December — — 45 14 6 
1752. Janua — — 76 12 6 
| WP - tr = 
LING ebru — — 7% 6 3 
pril guns 6 
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e ener Dae — 
revenues, we obferve only 2812 © 6 brought 
to credit in three years; whereas, in the laſt five 
months there * been collected and brought to 
eredit 1127 12 3; an and J am not free from ſuſ- 
picion of ſome frauds yet in this duty, notwith- 
ſtanding the Adele — have been able to keep 
on thoſe intruſted with the levying it. 


Anno 1752. Joly. [EL -,. 0.9 
— nn 

der — — 191 10 3 

October . — — 32 5 3 

9 November — — 303 7 3 


aul 1127 12 "7 


— — 


34th. The arthcle of Fines is a very important 
one in the Company's revenues, if duly brought to 
their credit; this method of puniſhing, as well as 
the laſh, is o eſſential a one, in the nature of the 
country government, that there would be no order 
or rule preſerved amongſt the natives without them. 
The original inſtitution of fines in all countries 
was doubtleſs with a deſign of correcting the man- 
ners of the people; of being a check on ſuch kind 
of rogueries as did not require the laſh or other 
corporal puniſhments ; and conſequently, of being 
a defence to the property of honeſt men: but I am 


* forry to fay, I have too much reaſon to think theſe 


intentions have been kept very little in view; and 
a power aſſumed to inflict fines, and oppreſs the 
people, where by no means it ought to have been 
allowed; and which has been raiſed from motives 
much worle, and applied to baſer uſes, than were 
the crimes for which it was impoſed. Your Ho- 
nour, &c. have had fome inſtances of this kind laid 
before you; and I do not want materials to point 
out many more to you; but to what end? The 
nature of this branch of the revenues will not ad- 


mit 


1223 } 


mit of an annual eſtimate to be made on it, with 
any degree of exactneſs, as will, pretty nearly, the 
foregoing article of piece- goods; whoſe yearly im- 
7 I believe, do not vary greatly. However, 

ſhall lay before your Honour, &c. che produce 


ariſing on this article, from 


1751, incluſive. 


AzSTRACT of Fines, as taken from the monthly 
Account Revenues, viz. , 


April 


May 1746, to April 


1746. May —— — 5 
June — — 415 15 40. 
July —— 27 10 4 
Auguſt — — 1416 1 3 
Sepiember— — 146 2 © 
October —— 97 14 0 
November — 8 2 3 
December | — — 10 4 3 
1747. January  —- o 0 0 1 
Febraar—— 22 7 
March =— — 51 4 9 
April _ 47 34 
1 — 18903 0 
May . 
June — — 232 0 0 
July — — 103 1 0” 
n 27 15 
September —— 58 12 6 
October — — 132 10 9 
November — — 13111 6 
December — — 100 8 3 
3743. January —— 10 1 9 
Februatr— — 31 4 3 
March ——ů — mee 
— — 01-0 4 TRE: 


* . 4 . — — 4 
8 IF KI L 1 1 MCA. 8 WT 8 8 » ” 
"I * i * I F E — 
2 ö . = * — A 0 . 8 2 
1288 1 * — 4 + N — 4 5 2 mY cs Lad 


Is 


— 


* — + 2 4 
- 2 
r 
CES <P 


1749. 


1750. 


1751. 


November 


December 
2 uary 


November 


Dicember”' 


January 
February 
March 


April 


May 


Jone 


July. 
Auguſt 


; 8 
ober 
November 


December 
January 


F ebruary 


March 
April 
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* 
* 


Brought forward, Rupees 0 Ig 6 
6 = 364 $0: 6. 
s 
, 
1 e 
23 S123 :9; ; 
— — 109 11. 0 
— — 12 4 9 
—— = hb 
i mag, 10 2 0 
„ 8 tad; 
— 1 8 3 
7 
_— Ce; 0 28 
— "7 12 6 
— — 141 2 0 
— — 102 10 6 
— — 1 nne 
. 
— — 10 13 6 
ele 
— — 222 2 6 
— — o' 0 0. 
— — 36 2 6 
* 1062 9 9 
« II na 5188 9 5 
77 1 1 
— — 0 0 0 
— ä — 0 6 
— — 60 9 3 . 
— — 6 1 9 
— — 112 3 9 
— — 50 1 0 * 
2 00-0 
00 
— — o 00. 
— — 18 2 o 
142 3 
Ws 445 gs 499 93 
5588 18 9 


Ine 33 


„ Brought; Rupees 
111 % rought faxward, 5571 > 45588: 38 9 
6-0 _ — — ri cc! 
July — — ns 9 
98 88K — 2601 6 
98 1 zeptember ww — 1 0 
October. — — - o 
November — — 201 6 6 
+ December — — 92-6 3 
17520 January | = 7 1 2 
,  Februty — — 6 7 6. 

13 * March — — 132 12 3 HET 
£2 2-1/Apnt - — — 97 of $0 Toe 
TIDO0T -.53 mito! moy u ennie 

A 4 1 3 £1 er z 26 
% c T0087 14" 5 


n impoſed and levied in that time. I will ſup- 
poſe by other authority than that of the Zemindar 
for the time being; who, in a multitude of in- 
ſtances, I dare ſay, was totally a ſtranger to this 
piece of iniquity ; and when I inform'your Ho- 
nour, &c. that I have brought to the Company's 
credit on this article, the, lat five months, current 
Rupees 3171, 14 6, I mutt not appear before you 
as having acted with greater ſeverity than any of 
my predeceſſors; as this is an article I would by no 
means ſhould incteaſe the Company's revenues: 
but the cauſe of this very extraordinary difference 
ariſes from this, that what fines are impoſed, are 
now in truth brought to credit. They are before 
your Honour, &c. I think I have been ſtudious 
to obſerve as much lenity in them, as the nature of 
'the offence could with propriety admit of. If it 
ſhould bear à different aſpect, it lies in your breaſts 
to remit and relieve any whom you may judge to 
merit your indulgence. ei end dee DU 


221157 | Q4 
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Aer from the Regiſter of Fines, VIA, 


Anno 1752. July -—- -— — 66 9 9 
guſt — 39 1 9 


September, 19 days — 341 2 9 


„ >DRober— — — 1035 9 

© November — — 1289 6 9 

8 ——— — 
Current Rupees | 25 4 6 


v4 + 


rn 


[a Though. I have PG 1 what 
15 meant by chat branch of the revenues called 
Etlack, in my addreſs to your 3 & c. under 
date the: .47th,of Auguſt, 1752, I yet think it 
neceflary to tepeat here what I then ſaid on the 
ſuhject, that in this work every article of the 
revenues may. have due regard paid to it. On 
every complaint regiſtered in the Curcherry, a 
Peon is ordered, on the defendant, in caſes of 
debt; or on 55 delinguent, in caſe. of aſſaults, or or 
other abuſes. 3 5 n receives three Punds of 
Cowries wy one Pund, fourteen Gundas of 
which are brought to the credit of the, Company, 
under the head of Etlack; one Pund is the Neon 8 
fee, and che remain fix Gundas were ſet. apart; 
out of..,which rhe ings Moories, or writers, 
were paid their wages ; and the overplus, called 
Mooriannocs, ſequeſtered to uſes J am a ſtranger 
To. The 7 5 of Etlack has always been a 
heavy tax on the poor, from whom it has chiefly 
been collected; whilſt thoſe who could by an 
means obtain favour were excuſed, though well 
able to pay it. The contrary method I have pur- 
iued,/ as much as poſſible; and your Honour, &c. 
vill obſerve in the Zemindary, how frequent oy 
caſions I meer with to remit this fer to the poor, 
as well to thoſe. who are releaſed from the priſons, 

as thoſe whoſe diſputes are determined without im- 
— The Cutcherry priſon Etlack fees, 
ind Catwall priſon a fees, amount RR to 
2 ree 


— 
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three Pünds of Cowries per diem, from each 
priſoner; the Whole of which is brought to credit. 

he Etlack fees have, by ſome Zemindars, been 
raiſed to four Pund per diem, and by others re- 
duced to two; the preſent eftabliſhment appears to 
me the moſt eligible medium, as the former would 
be a very heavy oppreſlion on the poor, and the 
latter would too much tend to keeꝑ up that litigious 
ſpirit in the people, which poſſibly is not equalled 
by any race exiſting. What injury the Company 
may have duſtained in this branch, I ſhall ſubmit 
to your Honour, &c. judgment, by the following 
abſtracts of the former and preſent credits. 


AzsTRAcT of ErLack Fzxs, from May 1746, 
20 April 1752, incluſive. ) 


1746. May „ 187 „ 
June n 
July — — 182 656 
Auguſt = 162 6 9: 
Seprember — — 128 119 
October wks: — 1 65 
November  — — 175 2 © : 
December  — — 146 7 6 
FN. + = 290 3 vt, 
2 — — 136 4 3 
„„ T 
April — — 205 ; 470 
| ke: —-- 2036 9 0 
May W — 194-.$i> 
345 R v1 
rr 237 8. fr 
Auguſt, — — 255. 3 © 
September  — — 176 14 0 
, Cer... = 5149. 4.3 77 
November — — 150 5 © 
| December — — 217 15 o 
_ 4748... January — — 143 15 o 
| ebruaary — — 142 5 6 
March _ > 
April _. 9 
— — 209 6 


4127 15 © 
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Brought forward, Rupees 42% 5 
nud 


379 1 68501107, * 
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= 
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1751, 22 


ebruary 
March * 
April 


— 
— 
= 
5 
—— 
: — = 
* 
— 
\ , 
— 
, — 
— 
F 
— 
* 
» 
— 
— 
— 
— — 
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1617 6 o 


— 
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' Bronght forward, Rupees 164750. 1 * 


1751. 1 31 9 
= 1 une 6 . 189 4 goa 1 
Auguſt— — 150 7 * 
September — — 23 9 E 
| .. ©Qtober — — 34 » b 
: November — — 34 11 6 
December — — 79 8 6 
+ 75 nua — — 80 29 
62%. . w> ö 
March — . 100 11 2 1 ae Fara 
"OL April — — 136 2 of TSS 
Hen wil a Current Rupee, 19378 3 9. 
Arsra ker of ErTr.acx Fees, from Joly 70 
| ; November, e e 
Anno, 1782. July E 
5 Auguſt = — — 415 
8 (7 September 19 Jays — — 262 2 3 
$359 O gdober— — — 427 12 9 
ö November 1 1 
508 8 Ms "Current Rupees 1776 23 6 
# 4 17 | J — — — 


| On 7 Ge of houſes, "REM floops, and all 
ſums recovered by dectec or award in the Cut- 
cherry, the Company draw a commiſſion of five 
per cent. 
On every dave brought and regiſtered in the 
Cutcherry, the purchaſer pays duty to the Com- 
pany of tour Rupees four Annaes, 
On every Pattah granted, the Company, receives 
a. falamy of four Rupees four Annaes. 
On all arbitration bonds entered into by ap- 
ointment, in the Cutcherry, each party pays 20 
onde of Cowries. 


On every general releaſe executed by order of 
Cuchen J each party pays eight Annaes. f 
88 
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Tor every licenoe of marriage, the Company 
receive three Rupees Sicca from each party but 
the poor are often remitted this fee. , - 

On all diſputes between the Company's tenants, 
touching the property of ground; where there ap- 
pears cauſe for meaſuring their reſpective grounds, 
each party pays a ruſſey ſalamy of one Rupee. 

On every new fleop built by the natives, the 
Company receive a ſalamy of 50 Rupees to 100 
Rupees, according to her burden. 

On every mortgage · bond regiſtered in Cut- 
cherry, the Company receive from the mortgager 
bve per cent. on the ſum advanced by the mort- 
gagee. | 

On all rice exparted, the Company's duty is 
1 Seer 8 Che. per. Maund, and has produced for 
the laſt. ſix years, from Rupees 1129, to Rupees 
. 4557»: per annum: total on the whole fix years, 
18979 Rupees. --The uſual ſcaſon for exportation, 
ate the months of Auguſt, September, December, 
January and February. 8 "542 3 

The whole amount of the Mooriannoe Cowries 
is now brought to credit, diſtinctly from the Et- 
lacks ; and at a medium produces the neareſt four 
Rupees per diem, or 120 Rupees per menſem, or 
1440 per annum; the ſervants wages employed on 
monthly pay, in the branch of Etlacks, comes to 
Rupees 443 fo that here is a demonſtrative gain of 
Rupees per annum 912, and points out a very 
conſiderable ſum the Company have been injured 
in this ſeeming trifling article of Mooriannoes, 
which I can trace only brought to credit to the 
amount of 20 Rupees in two months, anno 1742. 
On importation of Batavia and Armenian Ar- 
rack, not again exported, the Company receive a 
duty of two Rupees and four Annaes, per leager.- 
On every order for public notice by beat of 
drum, account the loſs of ſlave, cow, horſe, 1 : 

che 


/ h 


(437) 
the Company receive one Cowand and one Pund 


of Cowries, from the party” neg ſuch public | 
notice. 81 "$31 1 ;'v 1701 it *J _ 


Zöth. Thus I dh, 1 +4 Re gy 86 Mig your 

onour, bc. every branch of duties and revenues 
relative to the Zemindary, John Nagore excepted, 
but if my future knowledge in this intricate branch 
of the Company's buſineſs ſhould point out to me 
wherein I have been defectiye, I ſhall beg leave 
from time to time to repreſent it to the, Board, 
as well as every other method whereby che re- 
venues may ſtill. be improved or put on a better 
footing. I he produce ariſing on the daily current 
bufinels of the Cutcherry, you will obſerve to 
ſpring from articles, that in their nature are fo pre- 
carious, as to make it ĩmpracticable the forming 
any exact eſtimation of the gain that may reſult 
from them, ſo that I will only compare the credits 
of laſt year, in the ſame months with thoſe hoc [ 
have had the honour of filling this pal | 


DattLy CoLLECTIONS. 


— 1751. July © — — 4/4 15 o 
Auguſt— — 482 11 0 | 
September — — ' 724. 43 3 
October — — 788 5 0 1 
November — — 634 5 0 
Current Rupees 3105 2.3. 
| Anno, 1752. Pa — — 717 8 o 
Auguſt — — 1556 8 3 : 
Sept. 19 days . — 1667 7.6 
October — — 2245 13 9 
November — *— 2798 11 * 


Current Rupees 90 © 9 
— creed = 


Your Honour, &c. are ſenſible Lib, not to 
act in the office till near the middle of July, and 
that my attentions to the frauds of the under ſer- 
vants 
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vants in the Cutcherry muſt have been greatly 
talen off by the ſcrutiny you ordered into the con- 
duct of Govindram Metre, ſo that for the firſt 
month or two, it muſt not be wondered at, if I 
could not arrive at a proper knowledge of the cur- 
rent bufineſs. However, it is now clrar to me, 
that the advance on the dally collections Cutcherry, 
at the lowelt eſtimate, will conſiderably excecd 
1000 Rupees per menſem, or 12000 Rupees p 
annum; and 1 ſhall beg leave to cloſe this head, 
with throwing into one total, the demonſtrative 
future annual gain to the Company, reſulting from 
your Honour, &c. ſalutary orders and influence. 


By charges Zemindary reduced Rupees 10000 per Annum. 
Advance on the ſale of the farms =— 20658 er this year 
The duſſutary pa d into the treaſury 6457 f 

- Daily collections Cuteberry increaſed 12000 


— —ü—õ 
Ss © 


Cuttent Rupees 49115 

5 £5444. 43H : FANG ES I023- 1 vx 3y. 316 | 

37th. The out towns of Banian Pooker, Pugg 
la Danga, Tenggra and Dullond, obtained firſt a 
place in the revenues, June anno 1746, under the 
general head of John Naggore; they contain 228 
Bega, 11 Cotta of ground, for which the Com- 
pany pay one Sicca Rupee per Bega per annum. 
John Naggore ſeems to have produced annually 
to the Company, ariſing on the different articles 
of ground-rent, ſalamys on Pottas, burdened oxen, 
markets revenues from June 1746, to May 1752 


incluſive, viz. : | 


Anno 1746 -— * — 674 14 9 
„ — 1010 3 9 
„ ‚— - 997 2: 29 5 3 
1749 :ſfſhͥ— — 1182 5 9 
„„, é a W . 

1500 11 9 


: '1751-to May 1752 7 0:41 1,0Y 
7 to thts {1 1-4 - 6973/15 ©. 


, , * 


f 50 239 ] 
ie Nong 


8 3 ef- Rupees 6971 "57 0 
2 w—_— rent 1 vhs 30 
ny nd g Zemindars, 2 th 1 a By oy 
—— Charges repairing. ohn fx 12 
Nagore's roads, Cutcherty 77 
and 'Chowkey houſes; for *: , 4012 
wich the Company ate . * 0 and 
only, debted in their AC>. 0 r 
count revenues. . ep tal” a 
———» Further® charges, as as 3 240 152%. 
VMetre's letter tothe Board,! re 18 
5 under! de 3 Mugge , 01 * ag 
| Conte Had lamy sand pre- RN 8 
ſents made the” Rajah for =_ 
mis 42 Bega of round, 90 4 0 0 20 
which, as Metre aſſerts, i T 72 40M 
thrown into the charge of | _- 8 
_ repaifing roads and brid- 1 
ges. | Ty. ai 21 22 D801 
i ae 1 — — 2782 4 9 
| ee, 4189 10 3 


: # 2 * , k g 
2 


venues, will appear to your Honour, &c. beyond 
a doubt, from the following produce during 15 
five laſt months, without any new tax or 1umpol 
laid on the tenants; and I will venture to pron 
theſe. towns, ſhall be more bencficial to our Ho- 
nourable Maſters, as ſoon, as the more. important 
concerns of the office will give me leiſure. to viſit 


them, and en a more Darn e * 


them. 7 | 54 {1 ad 
Net ia of John Nee: Abbo r 752. 80 
July 1 152.100 en 

Aug aſt | | 2 2175 10 9 * kia 
September 19 4 — — 129 o bags 
October EO” SIT" 14 548 9 9 2282824 
November — „ rern Al 


Coen Rupees 1124 Tiy 13 


ny 
— 
AQ 
3 
-— 
= 


That the Company fave had. equal juſtice _ 
them in this, with every other article of their. re- 


* 


Lea] 
I cannot wich propniety quit John Nagore, with- 


dodut adviling you that application has bee made to 


me, by one of Rajah Riſſen Chund's Gomaſtahs, 
for an annual Salamy, or preſent (excluſive of the 
ground- rent) paid on account of the 42 Bega of 
ground the Company hold of him, in the out- 
towns; to which I have given for anſwer, that no 
ſuch charge appears on the Company's books, and 
that I could by no means admit of it, as it was 
highly derogatory to their honour, in which I hope 
UI meet your approval; and ſubmit it to your Ho- 
nour, &c. whether this charge of Govindram 
Metre's, is not demonſtratively calculated only to 
make up his fallacious accounts of repairing the 
roads; for himſelf holds of the Rajah, to the 
amount of about 2000 Bega of ground, in his dif- 
ferent poſſeſſions at Charnock, Kiſſenpoor, Bale- 
goſſy, and Hocul Koorea, for which an annual 
ſalamy from him, may have been neceſſary ; but I 
truſt your Honour, &c. will not ſuffer the Com- 
pany to be ſaddled with a charge, that I am con- 
vinced was never paid on their account, and which 
would be fo extremely diſhonourable for them to 
fubmit to. To which permit me to add, that if 
this annual Salamy and preſent had been actually 
paid, there is not a ſhew of reafon why the Com- 

any was not openly charged with it, which they 
have not been. UNO ee 
1 muſt now carry your Honour, &c. back to m7 
37ſt paragraph, in which I give you, at one view, 
the annual increaſe on the fales of the farms from 
1738, by which it appears they were increaſed in 
anno 1751, in very near a duplicate proportion, 
and from thence it might naturally have been ex- 
pected, the annual net balance paid into the trea- 
ſury, would have increaſed in the ſame proportion, 
as the ſame cauſes which influence the advance 
on the farms, muſt from the nature of rot, 7 


equa 


f 24 ]. 
equally influence every other branch of the tes 
venues, viz. the increaſe of inhabitants; and con- 
ſequently the greater conſumption of every article 


on which the revenues ariſe, demonſtrable from the 


immenſe difference in the Bazar prices of them, 


even to the loweſt root or herbage, which enter 


into the food of the common people; but how un- 
accountable muſt it appear, when we find that ſo 
far are the annual net balances paid into the trea- 
ſury, from being increaſed in their duplicate pro- 
portion, that, by the following abſtract from the 
general books, we find they have not increaſed in 


any proportion at all, but the contrary. 


7 


ABsTRAcT of the net balances of the Revenues, 
paid annually into the treaſury, from April 


1738, to April anno 1752, incluſive. 


1737, to 1738—26206 6 6 1744, to 174539202 14 0 
1738, to 1739—39273.13 3 1745, to 1746—32858 11 © 
1739, to 1740=—42518 1 3 1749, to 174734755 7 9 
O 1747, to 1748—30124 13 

o 1748, 10 1746=37079 7 3 
O 1749, to 1730-46461 1.9 
6 1730, 0 1751—39449 13 3 
— 1751, to 1752-345 6 ˖5 0 
263235 6 10 — — 


1740, 0 1741—3806· 13 
1741, to 1742—35656 13 
1742, 0 1743-37267 10 
1743, to 1744-44249 13 


— — — 


295039 29 


By caſting out the middle year 1744 to 1745s 
your Honour, &c. will obſerve that the net pro- 


duce of the revenues in the firſt ſeven years, ex- 


ceeded the net produce in the latter ſeven years by 
Rupees 7399 2 9, which at. firſt ſight would ap- 
2 an incident very amazing, when we fee the 
arms incteaſed in a duplicate proportion; but 


when you conſider the foregoing ſheets, and the 


ſcenes ſo lately laid before you, I believe the cauſes 
will de too obvious longer to occaſion any great 
wonder, or to require my giving you the trouble 
of a farther explication ; therefore ſhould now 
reheve you by cloling this very long addreſs, did 
not a letter laid before the Board by Govindram 

R Metre, 
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Metre, under date the 2oth November, loudly 
call for a reply from me, which J cannot more 

properly convey to you than in the channel of this 
Vork, as it is fo pertinent to my ſubject. Your 
Honour, &c. was pleaſed the uli. on motion from 
a member of the board, to order Metre to be called 
before the Council, and aſked how it came to pals, 

the farms fold ſo much higher this year than they 
did the laſt? I will not enquire what motive urged 
this queſtion at this particular juncture, only with 
all ſubmiſſion ſay, it never could have been moved 
for, or _gr.nted with leſs propriety ; for theſe rea- 
ſons: It is no longer ago than the 1 xth October, 
that a majority of the Board voted (in my humble 
judgment, contrary to the very nature and eſſence 
of traſt 'and ſervitude, as well as to Metre's own 
conceſſion) that Metre was not from the nature of 
his office in truſt for the Company; then, to what 
end this queftion? for as he was deemed not in 
truſt, he conſequently could not be deemed ac- 
countable : Why, Gentlemen, was not this queſ- 
tion aſked him the laſt year, when on Mr. Barrow's 
knowledge of his being the farmer, the Salt Farm 
was ſold at public outcry, and produced 1600 
Rupees more than it did the year before ? Why was 
he not aſked the like queſtion, when, on the ſame 
intelligence, Mr. Manningham, by previous and 
Public notice given of the ſale of the two latter 
partitions of the great Bazar to the higheſt bidder, 
obtained co Rupees more for it than it produced 
the preceding year? Had you, Gentlemen, been leſs 
artentive to whatever cauſes urged this motion and 
queſtion, you would have been more ſo to what 
has been before you, and would have been ſenſible 
that the farms (the Gunge excepted) were fo far 
from ſelling at an advanced rate this year, that in 
truth they have ſold for leſs than they did the pre- 
ceding one, . though Metre, and not our Honourable 
Maſters, was the gainer; which gain the Rt 

; vote 


E 
voted he was not accountable for. Had due 
been paid to my letter of the 13th Auguſt, your 
Honour, &c. would have e at Soota 
Nutty market, and Suba Buzar, with — depen- 
dant ſeven farms, fold in 1749, 1730, and 1731, 
(the years Metre confeſſes he held them in fictitious 
names) as follows, wherein I ſhall beg leave to 
remind you at one view of the Company s credits, 
| Metre: s gain, and the ſales for the preſent year. 
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It is pretiy plain, I believe, now to your Ho. 
nour, &c, What little real foundation there was for 
this queſtion at the juncture it was moved for, and 
ranted; and I wiſh it may not appear fomething 
tradge to our Honourable Employers, that, in- 
ſtead of it, Metre was not afked, how the above 
farms the three laſt years: came to felt for ſo much 
more on his own account than he favoured: the 
Company wich? Had you, Gentlemen, done me 
the honour of afking me the queſtion you put to 
_ Metre (to whom 1 mult think it more properly 
belonged) I ſhould, in few werds, have informed 
you of two very obvious cauſes, which I conceive 
occaſioned ſo much more to be brought to the 
Company's credit on their farms this year than was 
the laſt, or any heretofore, viz, Iſt, Public and 
unbiaſfſed ſale to the beſt bidder. © 2dly, Metre not 
having it in his power to keep the Salt Farm, the 
Great Bazar, the Vermillion Farm, Soota Nutta 
Haut, Suba Bazar, the ſeven Dependant Farms, 
&c. in his own hands, at what price he pleaſed, 
Your Honour, & c. mult ſmile when you reflect 
on the labour Govindram Metre has taken in his 
ſaid letter of the 20th November, to account for a 
fact that does not exiſt, ſince I have proved, and 
he has confeſſed, the above farms fold laſt year in 
reality for Rupees 693 more than they have this; 
which verifies a concluſion I have made elſew here, 
that notwithſtanding our utmoſt aſſiduity, it will 
hardly be in our power to make that gain on the 
Company's revenues, th«t- he has done whilſt un- 
der his conduet : the above farms Were thoſe only 
E was then enabled fully to dere& him in; but I 
vill conclude fimilar methods were. uſcd in the diſ- 
poſal of the reſt, as they have fold this year at a 
proportional adyance on the credits of laſt year. 
To conclude, I will ſuppoſe the fact which Mctre 
would account for; and yet the ſolution. * 


LE 
* 


4 
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has fo artfully and ſpeciouſſy drawn out, muſt ap- 
pear to have no ſolid foundation on the flighteſt 
examination; for it is impoſſible the dearneſs or 
cheapneſs of grain can much influence the riſe or 
fall of the revenues, _—_ the duty is colle&ed 
on the groſs fales ; for if this is enhanced by a year 
of ſcarcity, a year of plenty will make the balance 
nearly equal to the farmer, by the larger quantity 
imported: for his poſition, that the confumption 
muſt be nearly equal, is alſo very fallacious, or we 
ſhould not have beheld the multitude we have this 
ſeaſon dead, and dying in our ſtreets, or the many 
thouſands of walking ſkeletons this ſcarcity has 
produced; nor ſhou!d I have been witneſs to fo 
many afflicting inſtances of parents ſelling their 
children for a Rupee a- piece, or giving them away 
for want of food to ſupport them, if the conſump- 
tion had been nearly (qual. But facts ſpeak them- 
ſelves : it is evident this ſcarcity has not influenced 
the revenues, or if it has, that in truth it has 
influenced them in a ſenſe oppoſite to what he 
would prove, as the farms produced more laft 
year, though grain, ar the time they fold, was 
more than as plentiful again than it has been this 
year; that the Gunge fhauld fell for ſo much more 
this year than ever it did, is to me not fo aſtoniſh- 
ing, as that it has not always produced it very 
nearly, at leaſt for many years laſt paſt, ' The 
annual imports of rice to the Gunge, from the 
beſt information I can acquire, amount at leaſt to 
400,000 Maunds, on which the farmer's duty on 
the importer of 9 Pice Sicca per Rupee, and his 
duty from the buyer of Koyally of 1 Seer. 4 Ch. 
per Rupee, comes to 7 Rupees 13 Annaes 1 per 
cent. eſtimating 1 Maund per Rupee; and if we 
add the Poudary, Foorea, and the duty of 3 Pice 
; Sicca per Rupee on the articles ſpecified, in my 5th 
| * | 3: 
paragraph, we ſhall find, on an average, that the 
"5a R 3 farme 
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farmer collects above 9g per cent. on the whole of 
the imports at the Gunge ; but if we eſtimate only 
on the 8 per cent, the neareſt which he collects on 
rice, we ſhall find his duty on 400,000 Maunds, 
at 1 Maund per Rupee, will yield 32,000 Rupees, 
Eight years out of fifteen that the Gunge has been 
farmed, it has been held by Metre wholly or in 
part : and furthgr, to diſprove his reaſons in the 
abovementioned letter, he pays for it in 1747, 
Rupees 17,002, Bough rice was from Auguſt to 
December, from 1 Maund to 1 Maund 15 Seer. 
per Rupee; and the year following he pays 18,203 
upees for it, and rice from 33 Seer. 1 Maund 
10 Seer per Rupee; and though I believe there 
never was a greater proſpect of plenty than the 
enſuing year promiſes, yet it has fold for Rupees 
22,760, which is quite ſufficient to evince, that 
other cauſes than dearneſs. or cheapneſs of grain, 
&c. have influenced the riſe and fall of the revenue. 
What thoſe were, and the farther inveſtigation of 
them, I muſt ſubmit to your Honour, &c. as well 
as the redreſs I muſt humbly infiſt is due on the 
behalf of our Honourable Employers. That inju- 
rious advantages have been made of their revenues, 
J have proved beyond a doubt; on you, Gentle- 
men, it lies to determine where, and to what uſes 
| ry have been ſequeſtered. I am moſt reſpect- 
TULLY, - 
Fr Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
\ Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Fort William, ; 
15th December, 1752. | J. Z. H. Zemin. 
Y the foregoing ſtate of your revenues Zemin- 
B dary, D ove ſee, that in the very infancy of 
Ar. Holwell's reform, an increaſe in this branch 
to the amount of 5000 l. is demonſtrated ; which, 
year by year, ſtill ſwelled, and produced in April 
1 * ein ; | preceding 
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preceding the capture of Fort William, 10,0004. 
1 annum gained and ſaved to the Company, by 
the fair ſale of the farms, reduction of unneceffary 
charges, and the collections of their Cutcherr 
being duly brought to credit. Mr. Holwell, 
his ſentiments Jaid before your Directors, cho 
pointed out an increaſe of 30,000 Rupees per 
annum; but on his arrival in India, and diſmiſſion 
ef the ſtanding Deputy, (againſt whom now every 
mouth was opened) every day produced diſco- 
yeries of frauds committed in every branch of this 
complicated office for 28 or 30 years preceding; 
for proof of which we need only mention to you, 
that under this Gentleman's adminiſtration, there 
was pid net money into your treaſury 114,000. 
Rupees for every 12 months, and that there by 
a moral certainty the credits of the year 1 
(when your preſidency was taken) would = 
yielded net 120,000 Rupees ; a ſtriking difference, 
when you ſee this office never before, on a medium, 
produced you more than 40,000 Rupees per an- 
num. — Here was a very important addition to 
your eſtate, when conſidered (as it really was) an 
addition in perpetuity. —Let us only eſtimate it at 
10,000 l. per annum for 30 years, you ſce an ac. 
ceſſion of 300,000 |. and at the fame time you will 
jee how immenſe the loſs you have ſuſtained, whilſt 
chat arch plunderer Govindram Metre was entruſted 
with the executive power of this office, —After all, 
the term fo often made uſe of, increaſe of the reve- 
rues, has been improperly applied; for as Mr. 
 Holwell very juſtly obſerves in ſeveral of his let- 
ters to us, he cannot ſo properly be ſaid to have 
mcreaſed your revenues Zemindary ; for, cn the 
contrary, he rather reduced them by aboliſhing fix. 
of your farms, which, he thought, diſhonoured 
you, and oppreſſed the poor under your protec- 
tion; his metit conſiſted only 1 in the reform of the 

| R 4 office, 


2 4 4 2 
* 1 PER » * — 


1 20 1 1 * at 1 
3 * — Aol; * = * cj * 
ou 3 - us ow . * 
5 N "he. — : — N - 
J 1 5 7 — = . 
Pa”: = - - 7 — — 


„ 
office, and taking care that the real produce of the 
revenues ariſing from it, were honeſtly and duly 
brought to your credit.— 5 1 | 

Hear the ſenſe of your Court of Directors on this 
acquiſition, and their ſentiments of this Gentle- 
man's integrity and abilities, in their ſeveral gene- 
ral letters to the board of Calcutta. 


GENERAL LETTER per Ship Pelham, under date 
Be 234 January, 1734. | 


AR. 69. Mr. Holwell has fully anſwered 
'« our expectations, in regulating and con- 
« ducting the office of Zemindar; and has, by the 
% conſiderable increaſe of the revenues, reſulting 
from his good management, and by tranſmitting 
* to us, ſuch a clear and intelligible account of 
« the nature and ſtate of them, convinced us of 
„ what we long ſuſpected, that we have been moſt 
* Boss impoſed on in this branch of our affairs.“ 
Par. 74. Mr. Holwell's whole conduct in this 
« affair has been entirely to our ſatisfaction; and 
& his abilities, zeal, and application to ſerve us are 
« ſo ſufficiently apparent, that we are ſatisfied it 
« will be in his power, if no obſtructions are 
te thrown in his way, to prove himſelf a very valu- 
* able ſervant to the Company ; we ſhall therefore 
* expect, as you value our future favour, that you 
* give him not only all neceſſary countenance and 
* affiſtance in his particular ſtation of Zemindar, 
* but alſo in whatſoever he ſhall point out, or inti- 
* mate, may be of ſervice to the Company in any 
& other, branch of our affairs.” 
Par. 76. We muſt here remark, that the office 
of Zemindar is of ſo complicated a nature, and 
the buſineſs ſo various and burthenſome, that 
it is almoſt impoſſible it ſhould be conducted 
under the direction of one perſon; you are 7 25 
5 ES | | & fore 
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fore to conſider, whether it may not be dividea 


into ſeveral branches, to be managed by different 


„ perſons ; and, if you think ſuch” an alteration 
«-may be of general utility, you are to point out 
« the proper methods of carr, ing it into execution. 
« In propoling ſuch a diviſion, we have a view not 
« only to the general utility, which may be the 
« reſult, but likewiſe to eaſe Mr. Holwell, as far 
« as is conſiſtent, from the heavy load of buſineſs 
« he labours under, that we may have the benefit 


« of his abilities, in other material 


6 Our affairs.” 


branches of 


* 


When this letter, and that of the 31ſt; [which im- 
mediately follows, were diſpatched to Bengal, your 


Court of Directors conſiſted 


Gentlemen, viz. 


William Baker, Eſq; Chair- 
- man, 


Richard Chauncey, Eſq; De- 


rin 
William Braund, Eſq; 
Robert Booth, Eſq; 
Chriſtopher Burrow, Eſq; 
Charles Cutts, Eſq; 
Peter Dacane, Eſq; 
Abel Fonnereau, Eſq; 
Peter Godfrey, Eſq; 
Charles Gough, Eſq; 
John Hope, Eſq; 


of the tollowing 


- 


Michael Impey, Eſa; . 
Stephen Law, Ef 18 
Nicholas Linwood, Eſq; 
William Mabbot,- Eſq; © 
John Payne, Eſq; 

Henty Plant, Eiq; 
Thomas Phipps, Eſq; 
Jones Raymond, Eſq; 
Thomas Rous, Eſq; . 
Whichcot Turner, 'Eſq; 
Timothy Tully, Eſq; 
William Willy, Eſq; _- 
James Winter, 'Efq; 


Grxerat LirTER per Ship Eaſtcourt, under date 


"the 30 January, 1755. | 
AR, 7:8: „ We have, with 


great attention, 


<« peruſed and conſidered Mr. Holwell's ſtare 
„ of our revenues at Calcutta, Mr. Frankland's 
„ remarks, Mr. Holwell's reply, and the other 
papers relative thereto; and we muſt, in juſtice 


*, to Mr. Holwell, acquaint you, that he accounts 


« for 


a. D 
* 
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for the miſtakes which have happened in that 
s ſtate, in a manner that convinces us they were 
«© mere inadvertencies, and no ways calculated to 
« impoſe upon us; — that he has evidently increaſed 


our revenues to a very. conſiderable amount, 


« without impoſing any new duties, or oppreſſing 
« the poor, but on the contrary, ſcveral ald duties 
« have been aboliſhed, and the poor in many 
« jaſtances relieved. And we mult, as a further 
6 piece of juſtice to him, add, that the inſinua- 
« tions of his raiſing his own character with us at 
« the expence of the reputations of other Gentle- 


. « men who preceded him in his office of Zemindar, 


« are entirely without foundation, In ſhort, his 
« integrity, capacity, and application, have rene 
« dered him ſo well worthy our notice, that we are 
« determined moſt heartily to countenance and 
« protect him in all his endeavours to ſerve the 
« Company.” 

Par. 74. It was very natural to expect, when 
« a piece of ſuch importance as Mr. Holwell's 
« State of Reyenues was laid before you, which 
« was ſo long ago as the 17th of December, 1752, 
« that you ſhould have given it a ſpeedy and ſerious 
« conſideration, in order to have informed us of 
« your ſentiments, upon an affair of ſuch a com- 
% plicated nature; but how great is our dilappoint- 
« ment and ſurprize to find you have not, from 
et that time, to the diſpatch of the Falmouth in 
the beginning of March laſt, conſidered it at a 
« board, ſo as to come to any reſolution or 
« opinion for our information; but have tranſ- 
t mitted to us the remarks of one member only; 
« who, notwithſtanding what you ſay in your 


. « letter of the 4th January, 1754, does not 


« appear upon. the face of any of your con- 
« ſultations, to have been authoriſed to collect 
« and make remarks for your information, as 
19 | « ought 
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6“ judice. 
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ought to have been done, if you intended tq 
have proceeded with any regularity in an affair 
of ſuch conſequence; and it is very obſervable, 
that thoſe. remarks were deſignedly, as we have 
reaſon to believe, delivered in ſo late in the ſeaſon, 
as rendered it extremely difficult for Mr. Holwell 
to reply to them in time, to obviate the imprel- 
ſions they might have made on us, to his pre- 
But owever well qualified Mr. Frank- 
land may be, to execute a work of ſuch a nature, 
it cuzht to have been the buſineſs of a com- 
mittze, regularly appointed for the purpoie, 
ard not the reſult of the voluntary enquiry of one 
perſon only; and we ſhall be greatly diſap- 
| ointed, if we do not find you took that method 
upon the departure of the Falmouth, ſo as that 
we may receive, by the next ſhip at fartheſt, a 
full and ſatisfactory account of your proceedings 
and ſentiments upon this affair.” 
Par. 94. Mr. Holwell has highly merited cur 
articular notice and encouragement, and the 
leaſt that we can do for him, 1s to let him riſe 
in our ſervice, equally with the reſt of our ſer- 
vants; we do therefore hereby annul and make 
void the reſtriction of our commands, of the 
8th January, 1752, by which he was fixed as 
12th and laſt in council, and to remain ſo with- 
out riſing to a ſpperior rank therein; and we 
direct, that on receipt of this, Mr. Holwell 
take rank, and his ſeat at the board, according 
to the time of his arrival at Bengal, in the ſame 
manner as if no ſuch reſtriftion had been made; 
that is to ſay, next below Mr. Matthew Collet; 
but however, it is our meaning and direction, 
that Mr. Holwell do ſtill continue Zemindar, 


and that he is not to. quit that poſt without our 
leave.” | | abs 


3 


er 175 Ilcheſter, under date 
the ps Marc „1737. „ $4 


AR. 15 6. « Having with great attention con- 

” "Fdeted the ſtate of our Zemindary, during 
the time it has been under the management of 
Mr. Holwe!l, it is apparent to us from the'ac- 
counts you have tranſmitted, that our revenues 
in Bengal have been greatly increaſed, and that 
this has been dohe without impoſing any new 
duties, or oppreſſing the poor; if it had been 
otherwiſe, you would, and 50590 to have given 
us the neceſſary informations. With reſpect to 
the judicial part of his office, we muſt take it 
for granted, that he has acted with the greateſt 
integrity and lenity; as there appears nothing to 


the contrary upon the face of your conſultations, 


where we muſt have found it, had there been 
any reaſons. to have appealed from his decrees.” 
Par. 157. © Conſidering therefore the great ſer- 


vice Mr. Holwell has already done, and the 


further ſervice we have the greateſt: reaſon 2 
believe he will ſtill render to the Company; 
do agree to allow him an additional ſalary of — 


thouland current Rupees per annum to his for- 


mer one of two thouſand Rupees, making to- 
gether the ſum of ſix thouſand current Rupees 
a year, to commence from the date of this letter; 
this ſalary is to be paid him ſo long as he con- 
tinues in the poſt of Zemindar, and is to be in 
lieu of all fees and perquiſites whatever; but 
it is our pleaſure he continue in the rank and 
ſtanding in council he ſhall be in at the time this 
letter ſhall come to your hands, and not riſe to 
a higher ſtation therein without our further 
orders.” | 


The 
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The Gentlemen who compoſed your Court of, 
Directors at the Lichelier's e were e 


lows, viz. "0 


Roger Drake, Bſq; Chairman, 
Peter Godfrey, Eſq; Deputy, 
William Barwell, 3 
H. C. Boulton, Eſq; 
job Boyd, Eq; J 
k. — jun. Eſq; 
Thomas Phipps, Eſq; 
Which. Turner, Eſq; . 
Charles Gough, Eſq; 
Robert Jones, Eſq 


- , Thomas Rous, B me 


Robert Booth, 15 


Chriſtopher Buyrgw; Ele ” 


Charles Chambers, R 


Sir james Creed, 
' John Porrien, Eſq; 
John Manfhip, E D 


Henry Plant, Eſ jj; 


Henry Savage, Efq; © . 
Lawrence Sollteah * — 


FR) 


John Payne, Eſq; irie 
| Fo xt Eſq; 


Pimotbv Tullie, _ 071 4 
OO Weller, 7 


You 1895 already fn in * Narrative: — 
inſerted, what various fortunes and difficulties Mr. 
Holwell had to encounter towards, the end of the 
year 1757, and beginning of 1788, and how at laſt 
he was diſpoſed of, and appointed, by 14 of the 
new Directors ſycceeding in April 58, gth in 
Council at Bengal; diveſted of his poſt, nd the; 
ſalary to which in March 3757 he had beemallotred- 
by 10 of theſe very 14 who now degrade: hun.— 

Meſſrs. Baker, Chauncy, and Mabbot, who had 
particularly: patronized and {ſupported him, had al- 
ready quitted the direction of your affairs; Meſſrs. 
Payne, Jones Raymond, Newnham, Jones; Drake, 
with moſt of the 15 who had promoted him in 
1738, ſoon after diſqualified, themſelves; ſo that: 
Mr. Howell found himſclt abandoned to the rage 
and power of that faction, who had ever ſhewn 
the. ſtrongeſt propenſity to his ruin, though every 
man of them had repeatedly given the ſanction of 
their hands to his ack now W cal, een and. 
capacity. | eib yiozn 

Thus circumſtanced was Mr. Holwell, * the 
. neceſſity of recovering a loſt and broken fortune, as 
well as conſtitution, forced ſubmiſſion; he re- 

turned 
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turned in the Warren, Captain Glover, for Bengal; 
where he arrived with unabated zeal for your inte- 
reſts: and with this noble and elevated ſentiment, 
(frequently expreſſed in his letters to vs) * thatir 
« would" be cruel and unjuſt, a whole body of 

« people; and many among them widows and 
« orphans, ſhould ſuffer for the ingratitude, partial 
ce and ſelf. intereſted views of their truſtees; and 
© that he had in his heart (and hoped ever ſhould) 
« always made this juſt diſtinftion between the body 
& of. Proprietors, and their Directors.“ A ſhort 
period gave him an opportunity of manifeſting 
this principle. 

The lands ik to the Company by Jaffier 
Aly Khan, diſtinguiſhed by the name of the 24 
Purgunnahs, had been held in the Company's hands, 
and in the ſpace of 16 months had produced net 
about 384, 00 Rupees, excluſive of 222,000 for 
Colonel Clive's Jagire.—— This ſmall produce, 
from ſo large a territory, drew Mr. Holwell's at- 
tention; he reflected, that if the trifling diſtrict of 
the Zemindary of Calcutta was capable of yielding 
a net profit of 120, ooo Rupees a year, that of the 
24 Purgunnahs ought to yield more than double 
what it appeared to do. Upon this reflection, he 
laboured to acquire the real value of thoſe lands, 
which, after about three months indefatigable pri- 
vate ſearch, he effected, and found the ſame chain 
of rogueries here, that he had traced in the Zemin- 
dary Calcutta; and that their ſpecific worth preatly 
exceeded his firſt conjecture, —_ 

The board of Calcutta ſeemed ſenſible that forme 
other meaſure muſt be adopted, than that of keep- 
ing theſe lands in the Company's hands, but were 
greatly divided in opinion which to chuſe, among 
the many expedients propoſed. | 

Mr. Holwell, — fully armed, threw the fol- 
lowing kenny? into the board. 

Th 
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To the Worſhipful Charles Manningham, Eſz &c. 


Council. | 
Worſhipful Sir and Sirs, Calcutta, June 11, 1759- 
Beg leave to trouble: you. with a few ſentiments 
I on the diſpoſal of the Company's lands, which 
has for ſome time paſt been the object of our coun- 
cils ; the ſubject is of importance to our Honoura- 
ble Employers, and cannot be too much deliberated 
upon. [2s 
"I believe we are all unanimous in ſome circum- 
ſtances -which more particularly require our at- 
tention in this affair, to wit, the : honour of the 
Company, the acquiring a perfect knowledge of 
the value of the lands, the making this branch of 
the revenues leſs complicate and intricate, as well 
as leſs expenſive in the collecting; - but with re- 
ſpe&t to the means, we ſeem not quite ſo clear. 
Any one gentleman declaring fully his opinion on 
your conſultations, may poſſibly make us unani- 
mous here allo, 0 a 
The ſtep we are already determined in, of diveſt- 
ing the — of all power in the royalties and 
judicial authorities of the Purgunnahs, bids fair 
for the ſecurity of the Company's honour; as theſe 
articles heretofore, being alſo farmed, became the 
ſource of heavy cruelties and oppreſſions on the 
tenants.— But ſtill there ſeems to be ſomething 
wanting, to give us a perfect ſecurity in this par- 
ticular ;—and that is, to take the utmoſt care in 
our power, that the whole body of the lands do 
not, by any junto or private confederacy, fall into 
the hands of people with whom we ſhould not 


truſt any part of our own fortunes or confidence. 


I am urged to this precaution, from the propaſal 
laid before you the fourth inſtant, by ſix or 
ſeven conſpicuous natives of the ſettlement, of an 
advance of 110,001 Rupees on the whole lands. 
. With 


\ 
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With reſpect to their propoſal, I will only add an 
offer of 10,000 Rupees more per annum, on their 
terms: Not that I wiſh myſelf, or any. one elſe, 
in poſſeſſion of them on terms ſo vague and artful. 
That keeping the lands in our hands will never 
lead us to a knowledge of their real value, is now 
(to me) proved beyond contradiction.— Some of 
thoſe who ſigned the propoſal of the fourth are well 
converſant in tlie nature of their undertaking z and 
better judges ſtill (as I am informed) are con- 
cerned, though, as yet, they act behind the cur- 
tain 5 and to me it is inconceivable, that theſe 
Eaſtern Machiavels in fineſſe would offer ſuch an 
annual advance, without a moral certainty of ade- 
quate gain. In this poſition I am ſtil} more con- 
firmed, by the advance offered from other quar- 
ters, on diſtinct and garbled parts of the . 
nahs, which in fact excteds the others. 
If we have been hitherto kept ſo far from the 
knowledge of the real value of theſe lands, after 
16 months poſſeſſion, what are we to expect, when, 
from the courſe of the ſervice, they are no longer 
under the conduct of the preſent collector, whoſe 
knowledge in this branch muſt be greatly ſuperior 
to any gentleman that ſucceeds him; and whoſe 
vigilance in the execution of this truſt cannot be 
enceeded. From the experience I have had in infi- 
nicely a leſs, though ſimilar object, I know it is 
impoſſible for any one gentleman, with the moſt 
extenſive talents and integrity, to ſuperintend this 
revenue in ſuch manner as to prevent the Company 
injured ; his attention cannot be every where; 
confidence muſt be placed in a multitude; and it 
happens moſt unluckily, that this confidence cen- 
ters from neceſſity in a race of people, who, from 
their infaney, are utter ſtrangers to the "oy idea of 
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The other plan of diſpoſing of the lands to the 
multitude of people who have offered an advance 
on particular parts of each Purgunnah, I have 
ſtrong and equal objections to. I àm ſenfible theſe 
objections ſhould have been laid before you ſooner; 
and would, had I thought myſelf ſooner maſter of 
the ſubject.— We know, not what or who theſe. 
people are, I fofeſee a very great riſque of defi- 
ciencies in the rents; as well as much confuſion 
and needleſs expence entailed on this expedlient, 
and ourſelves removed as far as ever from gaining 
a knowledge of the real value of this new and im- 
portant acquiſition. On the whole, therefore, I 
am of opinion, that there is no effectual method to 
arrive at this knowledge, and make the lands yield 
every advantage to our Honourable Employers; 
but by putting them up to public auction, in ſingle 
Purgunnahs, under the reſtrictions already pub- 
liſhed.— People of ſubſtance will be the only bid- 
ders for an entire Purgunnah; the bad and unpro- 
fitable parts will go with the good and valuable, 
and the riſque of deficiencies in the rents be guarded 
againſt; the expences of collecting will, in a man- 
ner, be reduced to nothing, and this branch of the 
ſervice be rendered leſs complicated and intricate, 
by our having 25 purchaſers only to account with 
us, in place of 3 or 600. v 
e with reſets © eee wen 
Worſhipful Sir and Sirs. 
Tour moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

0 £21510 ee 


£31 ad  # 
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This letter lay for conſideration, the Board ſuſ- 
pending their final reſolution until they were joined. 
by Governor Clive, who was then abſent. On his 
arrival Mr. Holwell communicated to him the . 
| 8 C 
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of his reſearches, touching the Purgunnahs; and 
at the ſame time laid before him the following eſti- 
mate he had formed of their real value, and the 
means by which he had acquired his knowledge. 


A moderate Es TIMATE of the value of 24 
#215 e's PuRGUNNAHS. 


Magra and Satull — Sicca Rupees 130,008 
1 2 


N 


99,000 
Mora Goffee — * 90, ooo 
Mydon Moll, Ekubberpore, Pycha Koolee 90, o0ũ0 
Burridge Hotee, Ektearpore = 7 5,002 
Gurr | — — — 15,0009 
Hotteagur, Myda — $5,000 
Ballea, Buſſundree —_ 70,000 


Calcutta, Am 'rpore, Maanpore, Pykon 65,000 
Shawpore, Shawnagore, Karry Jurce, - g 
Duecan Sagur — — pep; 
Coſſpore— * | 10,000 
Northern Purgunnah — 52,000 


Sicca Rupees 750,000 per ann, 


The firſt time the council met, the debate upon 
the Purgunnahs was reſumed, and Mr, Holwell's 
letter of the rith of June read a ſecond time, 
when Governor Clive did him the honour to declare 
the reaſons he gave for putting thoſe lands up to 

public ſale were unanſwerable z which concurring 
with the ſentiments of the Board, it was unani- 
mouſly reſolved to throw the Purgunnahs into 15 
lots, and farm them out for three years certain to 
the higheſt bidder at public auction, reſerving to 
the Company the royalties of the lands, as the 
judicial power, hnes, confiſcations, busied treaſures, 
&c. &c.— Lhey were accordingly fold, and pro- 
duced ſeven Lack, ſixty-five thouſand, ſeven hun- 
dred Sicca Rupees, 15,700 Rupees beyond what 
Mr. Holwell had eſtimated they would produce 
per annum. Let us add the produce of the royal- 
ues, very moderately eſtimated at one Lack _ 

| | a hal 
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a half a year; the whole gives 9 Lack 15,700, 
beſides the value and — of a large tract of 
land, taken from the Purgunnahs next adjoining to 
Calcutta, to enlarge its bounds. We will not ſay 
what thanks were due; on this occaſion, to the 
zeal, integrity, and capacity of the gentleman we 
are defending ; we leave that to your candour.— 
Theſe were the inferior Maneivres which the ano- 
nymous propagator of ſcandal in his pamphlet of 
March 6th, ſarcaſtically mentions as reflections 
upon this gentleman's character. But we do not 
ſtop here: We proceed to ſhew you, his attention 
and capacity was not confined to this: branch of 
your revenues and lands only ; in order to which, 
we ſhall inſert the following letter from Mr. Hol- 
well, to a gentleman who, a few years paſt, was 
at the head of your affairs at home; to whoſe in- 
tegrity, abilities and application you ſtand, we will 
be bold to ſay, as highly indebted, as to any gen- 
tleman that ever ſat in your direction We have 
his permiſſion for this liberty; and indeed, the in- 
ſerting it is, in ſome ſort, neceſſary to confirm and 
explain facts juſt now recited, that you may not 
think we have picked them up to anſwer any pres 
Jes purpoſe. | 


To JOHN PAYNE, Ef. 


Dear Sir, Calcutta, Dec. 30, 1759. 
17 ſhorten my remarks on the important ſub- 
ject of your lands, I incloſe you copy of my 
letter to the council, of the rith of June, when 
the Colonel was upon the Patna expedition; it then 
produced no other effect than poſtponing our re- 
ſolves until his arrival; when the affair being 
reſumed, he did me the honour, with the reſt of 
the board, of thinking my reaſons for a public ſale 
of 75 lands, by auction, unanſwerable, and the 
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ſame was reſolved on unanimouſly; the event more 
than anſwered my expectation. I had taken great 
pains in ferreting out the real value of the lands, 
Which was covered with almoſt impenetrable ob- 
ſcurity and difficulties; and by an eſtimate I gave 
the Colonel at his return, ventured to pronounce 
they would yield at leaſt feven Lack and a half; 
and the total of their fates, on the 3 1ft of July, 
amounted to ſeyen Lack, ſixty- five thouſand ſeven 
hundred Sicea Rupees, excluſive of ſeveral reſerves 
in favour of the Company, ſuch as a conſiderable 
tract of land taken from the Purgunnahs adjoining 
to Calcutta, to extend its bounds; and all advan- 
tages reſulting from holding the royalties and judi- 
cial proceedings, &c. in our hands, on the Com- 
pany's account; ſo that I judge, the whole produce 
of theſe lands (the before-mentioned reſerves; in- 
cluded) will be annually between nine and ten 
Lack, the ſum I think I gueſſed they would pro- 
duce; when once in conference with you upon this 
ſubject. From this the Colonel's Jaggier, of two 
Lack twenty-two thouſand Rupees being deducted, 
there will remain a net annual revenue to the Com- 
pany of about ſeven Lack eighty thouſand Sicca 
Rupees per annum, on the ſame lands which yielded 
net to the Company, the laſt year when the revenues 
were collected on the government's plan, only three 
Lack, eighty- four thouſand, or thereabouts, as you 
will learn — the accounts of this revenue, now 
ranſmitted to the Company. I ſee the Court of 
irectors ſtare with aſtoniſhment at this increaſe 5 
you will, ſtare too, my dear Sir, as a proprictor.— 
Methinks I. hear them and you cry out, What the 
devil became of this difference the laſt year, as it 
muſt have been collected, beyond the poſſibility of 
x doubt z or from whence can this advance anſwer 
to the preſent farmers ? The anſwer is eaſy and 
obvious the difference fell ſhort in its way to the 
I Com- 


1 261 J 


Company's treaſury, by the ſelf-fame roads yout 
former revenues were diſſipated, prior to my be- 
Sling the reform in your Zemindary—by the 
harpies employed in collecting. It may be farther 
aſked, as the difference is fo important and ſtrik- 
ing, How comes it to paſs, that no retrofpection 
ſeems to have been thought of? Here, I anſwer 
for myſelf :;=-I fought the Company's battles for 3 
{cries of five years, and what encouragement and 
reward 1 received for it in the end, you and the 
world have ſeen the old farms producing an ad- 
vance, on an average, of 46 per cent. at their firſt 
fair ſale, was proof enough of former frauds, the 
more ſo, as this advance encreaſed every year, and 
the other branches in proportion. As your for: 
mer Zemindars could not juſtly be deemed culpa- 
ble in that caſe, from the frequent changes in the 
poſt; ſo in the preſent, no blame properly 
falls on your collector, the truſt being too exten- 
five and complicate for the due execution and 
attention of any one man exiſting; though, rhe 
frauds here are 2qualfy obvious from the extraor- 
dinary increaſe at a fair and public Tale, where the 
farmer was laid under every pollible check and 
reſtraint, that can either prevent kis debaſing rhe 
Lands,” or oppreſſing the tenants; and yet there is a 
moral ' cerrainty of profit to him at the expiration 
of the three years}, and that they will then yield 3 
frher incteaſe to the Company.—Bur not to loſe 
icht entire of a retroſpection; I, for my own 
part, think, that at preſent the operators are tov 
ell prepared for a ſcrutiny they muſt for many 
months have expected; they have been in abſolute 
. of all accounts and papers relative to the 
ands, and have cunning enough to take care thoſe 
accounts ſhall tally with the credits: befides, ſhould 
we even ſucceed in our proofs, we ſhould find this 
plunder divided into fach'a multitude of hands,* our 
* 8 3 wo gain 
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n at laſt would be only our trouble for our pains; 
That I ſhould have no ſtomach to take the lead in 
an enquiry of this nature, you will readily account 
for; and if 1 de not, I am ſure no body elſe; will. 
It appears incumbent on Mr. Frank land, if on any 
body, to _accqunt to the Company for the extraor- 
dinary differenee between the preſent ſales and his 

aſt year's collections; but this I conceive he will 
hardly. think worth his while ſo near his departure; 
and no body knows better than himſelf the ſmall 
probability of its being attended with ſucceſs, or 
credit, or thanks from 8 employers, who have, I 
believe, pretty well cooled the zeal of their ſer- 
vants for attempts of this kind. The very detec- 
tion of frauds, and increaſe of the Company's 
revenues, though founded on the principles of 
faithfulneſs, honour, equity, and humanity, were 
(by fools, influenced by knaves) brought in bar 
againſt my receiving the reward and commiſeration, 
which juſtice extorted from them in favour of the 
moſt junior ſervant in the Preſidency. 


o 
: 


Before I entirely quit my ſubject of the lands, I 
muſt clear up to you a circumſtance that may pol- 
ſibly be cauſe of wonder to you, viz. by what 
means I arrived at their real value. In the firſt 
place, I had long and full conviction that the fame 
iyſtem of frauds and chicane ran through every 
Zemindary of the provinces; and from a general 
knowledge of the countries granted to us, it ap- 
peared. to me (moſt | aſtoniſhing, they ſhou'd yield 
no more than was brought to the Company's credit, 
at the cloſe of the year, in April laſt; when fo 
imall a territory as Calcutta produced, on a ſcru- 
tiny and reform, an increaſe of 73 to 80,000; Sicca 
Rupees per annum.—l tried various means to trace 

ut a ſatisfactory reaſon, and to account to myſelf 
for it, but without ſucceſs, until I learnt, by acci- 
dent, that three or four of che old ſtanders, em- 
5 - 0. ployed 
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as tax-gatherers and writers in the Purgan- 

— 2 had wv diſmiſſed, at the inſtigation aw 
new operators. I ſcent privately for one or two of 
the moſt creditable of them, and enquired into 
the cauſe of their diſmiſſion ; and this brovght on 
an opening of the whole ſcene, and gave me ſuffi- 
cient — for forming my letter of the 11th 
of June: had that failed in bringing the lands to 
a public ſale to the higheſt bidder, I had formed 
my reſolution to lay the lights I had received before 
Mr. Frankland (from which I knew. on the whole, 
he was kept in the dark) and if this had fallen ſhort 
of my views, I ſhould then have laid them before 
the Council; but by the iſſue I have the pleaſure 
of ſeeing the Company in poſſeſſion of pretty near 
the value of this princely acquiſition, without being | 
myſelf involved in debates and contention. Thus, f 
Sir, having made you maſter of this ſubject in as * 
ſhort a detail as poſſible, I ſhall cloſe it with this bf: 
remark, that the ſame chain of frauds runs thro? 9 
the revenues of the whole empire, but more parti- 

cularly in theſe three provinces, to the heavy annual 

loſs of the crown, a circumſtance which may, in a 

future favourable conjuncture, be well worth con- 

ſideration ; at preſent. we have but to aſk and have, 

a more eaſy acquiſition. of the Subadary than that 

we have already obtained of the Purgunnahs; but 

the times are not yet ripe for ſo great a graſp, nor 

have we ſufficient ſtrength to hold it; though it is 
certain, were we Subas of the provinces, the em- 

peror would regularly receive more than double 

the revenues theſe provinces eyer produced to 

him; and the Eaſt-India Company become, in a 

ſhort time, the richeſt body of ſubjects in the world. 

Little need be ſaid with reſpect to your Import 

Warehouſe. On my taking that charge, I found 

my predeceſſor, Mr. Becher, had left me little or 

nothing to reform or regulate; for which the Com. 
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pany and I owe him thanks. That you may be 
convinced the ſales of their imports have not ſuf- 
fered under my conduct, I incloſe you copies of the 
only two made ſince my being at the head of this 
office; the ſecond ſale's falling ſomething ſhort 
of the firſt, muſt be attributed to the quantity of 
my of the firſt ſale laying on the merchants” 

ds, at the period appointed for the ſecond, oc- 
caſioned by the long alarm of the Shaw Zadda's 
advance into the provinces, which put a total ſtop, 
for ſome months, to the trade of the country; and 
for ſome time to the proviſion of your arung in- 

Tou will find by this ſhip's advices, the board 
have made pretty free with your orders, touching 
the ſea! cuſtoms ; the preſent times, in fact, not 
admitting the carrying them to a greater height, 
without a riſque: of the total loſs of trade to your 
ſettlement. As the cuſtoms and duties are now 
ſtipulated, I judge they will, with vigilance, pro- 
duce a very acceptable revenue to the Company. It 
is the very worſt policy in the world to load trade 
with the utmoſt duty it will bear, or to puſh up 
the ſales of either your lands or imports to their 
greateſt value; an opening for a fair profit ſhould 
ever be left to the merchant and farmer, or the con- 
ſequence, in the firſt inſtance,” will bean illicit 
trade, oppreſſions on the tenants, and no ſales at 
all of your imports of woollen goods, & oo. 

I really want courage to touch, or animad vert 
on your immenſe ſtanding expences, as I ſee not 
any preſent plan we can fall on for the reduction 
of theme g. h ai - „ bn | 

Tou will remember, Sir, that, from a rough 


calculate I made ar home of receipts and diſburſe- 


ments, I pronounced the gentlemen here had been 
too haſty in their advice to the Court of Directors, 
that they ſhould want no ſupplies of money for 

sg 1 three 
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three years. We have felt the conſequence of 
that — paragraph, and were reduced- to 
the neceſſity ing the treaſury doors, in Au- 
guſt laſt, 7 — ny of Madraſs and our current 
ſervice. We took his opportunity of reducing the 
uſual intereſt of nine per cent. to eiche; it was 
ropoſed to reduce it to ſix per cent.; but had 
we perſiſted in that, we might have ſhut our doors 
again; for fince the large ſums remitted the laſt 
year, money has recovered its former value from i its 
= as every thing elſe does, P 
ein 2609, BY **-i 
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We mall d one chock — on this ſubje& of 
the Purgunnahs, and that from good authority, 
viz. that there was a moral certainty of yet a very 
conſiderable advance upon the next ſale, for they 
were not at the firſt ſale, Pu uſhed up to their utmoſt 
value, but a latitude left for the farmer to make a 
handſome profit, which we have good aſſurance was 
the caſe, one lot excepted, which was purchaſed too 
high by a ſpiteful competition between two of che 
natives. The farmers, for their own fakes, will 
improve the lands and revenues; and conſequently 
their value at the next ſales muſt” be inhanced, 
which we hope has ſo proved for your ſakes; and 
we doubt not but the Mangyuvres of our friend 
hitherto, will reflect honour upon his character, in 
place of the inſinuated reproach of this. anonymous 
anderer; and that his firſt charge, which for cer- 
tain reaſonz- we ſpeak to laſt, will e ro be 
equally falſe and ſcandalous. 

This charge, ſo boldly - aſſerted againſt Mr. 
Holwell, is, in its nature, of ſo black a dye, that 
did we think there was a ſhadow of foundatiom for- 

it, 
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it, we ſhould bluſh to take up the pen in his de- 
MY —Leſt you ſhould have loſt ſight of it, we 


think it needful to preſent it again to your view. 
(Anon. page 37.) His (Colonel Clive's) ſucceſſor 


s in the Government, 440 had been particularly in- 


« ſtrumental in bringing down Sou Rajah Dowla, and 
& conſequently in occaſioning the firſt revolution in Ben- 
e gal: that is, neither more nor leſs, than without 


| reſerve, charging Mr. Holwell with being the caule 


of all the deſolation and milgry which — 
your ſettlements in 1786. Let this Prober, as he 


iome where calls himſelf, anſwer this charge to the 


Prober of all Hearts, whilſt we, from the materials 

in our power, proceed in our defence againſt it. 
And here it is with the deepeſt grief and concern 

we find ourſelves obliged to open a wound, which 


we hoped had been cloſed for ever; dut thus 


preſſed, thus ſtimulated, what can we do ? Shall 
we abandon our friend to the impreſſions of this 
infamous accuſation, when we know the rectitude 
of his heart and conduct? Forbid it, Truth! for- 
bid it, Juſtice! The real cauſes of that calamity 
and ruin have been long hid from the public, under 
the veil of ſecrecy, in Leadenhall- ſtreet. We will 
unfold no more of it than friendſhip exacts from 
us, — There was a period when juſtice to indivi- 


duals ſhould have moved your Court of Directors 


to have laid the whole before you, but partial views 
forbad it. It has plainly appeared to you, by the 
Letter of the 25th. of March, 1757, that Mr. 
Holwell was then marked for deſtruction ; the 
force of evidence and facts could nor withhold the 
applauſes and acknowledgments due to his merit 
and ſervices, but the clogg in council was again put. 


on, which was fo politely and juſtly taken off in 


1755. This was a favour not much coveted by 
him; but, when granted, did him honour, Greater 
dithonour was the conſequence, when this reſtric- 

tion 


E I 


tion was again impoſed upon his riſing. It did, as 
was plainly intended, leſſen him in the eye of the 
natives and your ſervants abroad, and ſufficiently 
declared the ſentiments of that Bombay Faction, 
which ſoon after obtained the lead in your Direction. 
But to reſume our ſubjec e. ary 

Mr. Holwell obtaining his liberty at Moorſhada- 
bad, promiſed, (in a ſhort letter he wrote to the 
two other Preſidencies of Bombay and Madraſs) 
that he would tranſmit to the Company a particular 
account of the real cauſes, which drew on your 
Preſidency of Bengal ſuch fatal calamities. Ac- 
cordingly, at Fulta, he made | 
the following letter, addreſſed to your Court of 
Directors, through the channel of your Council 
there, Little did he then think he ſhould ever 
have occaſion for, or be under a neceflity of pro- 
ducing it in his own vindication. TE 


To the. Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs 
of ' the Henourable the United Company of Mer- 
chants of England, trading to the Eaſt-Indies.” 


Honourable Sirs, 
Mmediately on my being releaſed from my im- 
priſonment and fetters at Muxadabad, I ad- 
dreſſed your two Preſidencies of Bombay and Fort 
St. George, on the ſubject of the loſs of your 
poſſeſſions in theſe parts, under date the 17th of 
July laſt, and again on my arrival at Houghly, 
under date the 3d of Auguſt, when I duly for- 
warded to them duplicates of thoſe I diſpatched from 
Muxadabad, and requeſted rhe advices I gave there 
might be tranſmitted to you by the moſt expedi- 
tious conveyance ; and at the ſame time referred to 


a particular narrative of the cauſes, and various 


accidents, which brought on the heavy lo you 


have ſuſtained : this I promiſed reer 


as 


that promiſe. in 


Fulta, goth Nov. 1756, 
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as my health would enable me. The flow recovery 
of my ſight, much impaired by the ſhock and injury 
= nerves ſuffered that fatal nighe in the Black 
ole, and from being expoſed” to the ſun on my 
paffage to Muxadabad, muſt plead my pardon for 
your. not receiving the narrative 1 protniſed; by 
the ſhip diſpatched, I underſtand fome time this 
month, from your Preſidency of Fort St. George, 
and by which 1 am ſenſible you will receive many 
different narratives and accounts of the cauſes of 
our misfortunes; leaving thoſe to your impartial 
confideration=I ſit down to diſcharge this part of 
my duty, humbly intreating you will believe me 
determined to pay the ſtricteſt regard to truth, 
to the beſt of my knowledge ; and that I will 
not; by any repreſenration, eſther in reaſoning or 
facts, endeavour to miſſead your Judgments, or 
influence them either in favour̃ of myſelf, or to the 
disfavour of any one elſe, further than juſtice to 
myſelf, and the ſtate and nature of things, will 
make it unavoidable; ſhunning, as much as 
poſſible, any repetition of matters already tranſ- 
mitted you in my letters of the 17th of July, and 
3d df Auguſt laſt, which I requeſt may be 1 
in your view, as Tao not find cauſe co ret: an an 
eſſential part of them. 
2d. Mahabut Jung (better 1 by the Wa 
of Ally Verdi Cawh) demiſing on the gth of April 
laſt, was ſucceeded in the government of the Suba- 
ſhip by his grandſon Surajud Dowla, without op- 
poſition, excepting from the young Begum, relict: 
of Shaw Amet June, uncle of Surajud Dowla.” 
This Princeſs, fotcſecing her liberty and the im- 
menſe wealth of her lately-deceaſed huſband, would 
fall a ſacrifice!to the new Suba, had meditated for 
tome time the raiſing another to the Subaſhip, and 
with this view retired, before the death of the old 
_ to her palace, {ſome diſtance from the city) 
| named 
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named Mootee-Giel, with Raagbullob, the Dewan 


of her late huſband, Nazzur Aly Cawn, and others 
the moſt faithful of her officers and domeſtics ; 
Where ſhe fortified herſelf, and raiſed ſome troops 
to oppoſe the ſucceſſion of her nephew. When the 
diſpute was dear coming to extremities, the old 
Begum, relict of Ally Verdy Cavn, interpoſed 
with her mediation, by which, and the promices of 
Surajud Dowla, that the Princeſs ſhould remain in 
full poſſeſſion and ſecurity. of life, liberty, and pro- 
ty, ſhe was prevailed on to diſband her troops, 
ubmitted to the baniſhment from the provinſes, 
Nazzur Aly Cawn, and two other officers, and 
returned to the city; where ſhe; was no ſooner ar- 


rived than ſhe was made a priſoner, and her palacts — 


and policions-ſeized and confiſcated to the-Suba's 


gd. The now Suba having, on his ſucceſſian to 
the government, ſent advice thereof, with a ſeer- 


paw, (or dreſs) to Shoucutjung, his couſin, the 


Nabob of Purranea : this latter returned the ſeer- 


paw, and dilavowed ſubmiſſion to him as Suba of 


the provinces; aſſerting his government of Purra- 
nea to be left by Ally Verdy-Cawn independant of 
him. This occaſioned the reſentment of Surajud 
Dowla, who reſolved to reduce him by force; and 
after he had laid the ſtorm the young Begum had 
attempted to raiſe againſt him, he immediately 
marched againſt Shoucutjung with a ſtrong army, 
which had been raiſed by the old Suba, foreſeeing 
the difficulties his grandſon would have to encoun- 
ter after his death. Here I muſt leave the Suba 
on his march, and go back in point of time to.mat- 
ters no leſs neceſſary to inveſtigate: the real cauſes 
of bis ſubſequent march to Calcutta; which is fo 
blended with ſome incidents attending the late 
change and government at Muxadabad, that it is 
bas. 1091-26: 1 impoſſible 
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impoſſible to give a diſtinct view of the one, wit 


out a ſhort recital of the others. 7 


4th. On the death of Shaw Amet Jung, more 
generally known by the name of Newaris Mahomet 
Cawn) and during the life of the old Suba, Sura- 
jud Dowla, who had in effect the reins of govern- 
ment in his hands long before the deceaſe of. his 
grandfather, ſeized on Raagbullob abovementioned, 
the chief officer of Shaw Amet Jung, and by im- 
priſonment and other deſpotic and ſevere methods, 
endeavoured to force from him a confeſſion and 
diſcovery of Shaw Amet Jung's riches; but the 
miniſter, faithful to his deceaſed maſter, could not 
be brought to any confeſſion injurious to the inte- 
reſt of his ſurviving family, and after a few days ſuf- 
ferings, obtained his liberty by the interceſſion of 
the young Begum, with her father and mcther, 
Ally Verdy Cawn and his Begum: but Raag Bul- 
lob being ſenſible the reſolution he had ſhewn for 
the intereſt of the family of his deceaſed maſter, 
(between whom and Surajud Dowla there had been 
a long hatred and animoſity) would never be for- 
given by Surajud Dowla, thought it incumbent 
upon him to provide as well as he could for the 
ſafety of himſelf. And in refeatment for the uſage 
he had unjuſtly received for his integrity to the 
young Begum, readily entered into her councils to 
oppoſe the ſucceſſion; and finding the death of the 
old Suba was near at hand, and recollecting his 
own family and grrateſt part of his wealth were 
expoſed to danger at Dacca, his firſt care was to 
draw them to a place of ſecurity; in order to 
which he applied to Mr. Watts, your Chief at 
Coſſimbuzar, telling him his family were going 
from Dacca to worſhip at Jaggernaut, and ſhould 
take Calcutta in the way; requeſting at the ſame 
time, that they might there find a proper reception. 


Mr. Watts accordingly wrote to the Preſident, and 
I think 
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T think to Mr. Manningham, to much the ſame 
effect. Theſe letters arrived during the abſence of 
your Preſident at Ballifore, and much about the 
time that Kiſſendas, the eldeſt ſon of Raagbullob, 
and the family reached Calcutta, from Dacca ; at 
leaſt 1 know no otherwiſe, for in the evening, I 
think, of the 13th of March, my people at the 
Waterſide Chowkeys brought me intelligence; that 
Raagbullob's family was arrived from Dacca, and 
that they had received orders from Mr. Manning- 
ham for their admittance, who having occaſion to 
{ſummon a Council the next morning, for the dif- 
patch of the Negrai's ſupplies, ſhewed me Mr, 
Watts's letter to the Freſident, who likewiſe com- 
municated the ſame to me on his return to the ſet- 


tlement. This latter, I now underſtand, the Pre- 


ſident has loſt amongſt the reſt of his papers; tho 
I often ſince the commencement of our troubles, 


as he muſt recollect, urged to him the neceſſity of. 
it in his own and our viadication: how- 


preſerv | 
ever, as I had twice peruſed it, and had ſince occa- 
ſion enough to retain in my memory the firſt im- 
preſſions I had received of it, I can venture to 
aſſert it was near the following purport: 

« That he, Mr. Watts, had been applied to by 
„ Raagbullob, the Chuta Begum's Dewan, who 
« ad viſed him that his family had left Dacca with 
«« intention to go to worſhip at Jaggernaur, and 
« ſhould. take Calcutta in his way, and requeſted, 
«. he would write to their Governor touching their 
« reception there, and that they might be ſupplied 
e with boats, or ought elſe they might haveoccalion 
«+ for on their expedition; that in compliance with 
e Raagbullob's intimation and requeſt, he wrote, 
« and. recommended his family's being received 
« with all poſſible reſpect and regard, not only on 
„account of his influence with the Chuta Begum, 
but as his power at Dacca might be of the ut- 
« mcſt 
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% moſt conſequence to our Honoutable Maſters 
« affairs there.” 
In conſequence of this recommetidatory letter, 
and the "reaſons urged by Mr. Watts, they were 
received in the ſettlement,” and treated with all poſ- 
fible regard. Whether Mr. Watts knew, or can 
be ſuppoſed to have judged, that Raagbullob's 
family going to Jaggernaut to worſhip, was a pre- 
tence only to facilitate their obtaining a protection 

in Calcutta, I cannot ſay ; but I recollect the Pre- 
ſident's communicating to me another letter he 
received from Mr. Watts, about the time that the 
death of the old Suba was deemed- inevitable, 
wherein he recommended it as expedient, © That 
«« Kiſlendaſs, and the reſt of Raagbullob's family 
* ſhould have no longer protection in Calcutta, as 
eit was very uncertain what turn things would 
te take after the deceaſe of the Suba.” The Pre- 
ſident will, I doubt not, do me the juſtice of ac- 
knowledging I enforced this falutary advice, and 
preſſed more than once the diſmiſſion of this family, 
toreſeeing they would be demanded; and Mr. 
Manningham and myſelf had many uneaſy confe- 
rences on the protection being continued to them, 
fearing it might be productive of troubleſome con- 
ſequences, and poſſibly embroil us with the new 
government, ſhould they remain in the ſettlement 
until the Suba's deceaſe. Why the Preſident de- 
layed their diſmiſſion, I am at a lofs how to account 
for-; but certain it is, had iy been obliged to 
quit the place, a handle would have been taken 
away from many, who have been too ready to urge 
and maintain the protection given to this family as 
the greateſt, nay, the ſole cauſe that drew on us 
the Suba's reſentment ; which I doubt not of con- 
vincing your Honourable Court is very diſtant 
from the truth. Their diſmiſſion, however, would 
have ſaved us from a moſt difficult ſituation which 
| we 
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we preſently fell into; for we no ſooner received 


advice of the death of Ally Verdy Cawn, than we' 


had notice alſo of the ftand made againſt Surajud 
Dowla's ſucceſſion, by the young Begum and her 


party, of which Raagbullob was the chief miniſter” 


and favourite of his miſtreſs ; ſo that it became at 


that juncture a dangerous ſtep to the Company's 


intereſt to turn his family out of the ſettlement, the 
more eſpecially as for ſome days advices from all 
quarters were in favour of the Begum's party.” 
Notwithſtanding which, as the new Suba had been 
proclaimed in the city, the Preſident wrote the 
uſual congratulatory letter to him, which was fa- 
vourably received, | 75 

5th. Here it becomes needful to recite, that 
ſome little time before the old Suba's death, the 
Preſident received a private letter from Mr. Watts 
to the following purport : That there was a 
* multitude of the government's ſpies at Calcutta; 
that the ſmall ſtrength of its Sreltations and 


e 'parriſon, and the eaſy capture of it, were the 


public diſcourſe of the city and durbar; and 
that it behoved Mr. Drake to be upon his guard,” 
and by ſome means prevent the government's 
<« ſpies bringing daily intelligence to the durbar of 
* the weak fituation of the place.” This letter 


the Prefident communicated to me, and gave me 
orders, as Zemindar to make a ftrift enquiry: 
after ſuch as might juſtly. be ſuſpected, and that 
had no real call of buſinets in the place; and alſo 
that I would iſſue orders to the ſeveral Chowkeys, 
or places of guard, to admit none to land, or be 


admitted into the town without his orders. Theſe 


inſtructions I immediately obeyed, and ſeveral ſuſ- 
pected perſons were, in conſequence of them, 
turned out of the place, and none admitted wich- 


out a ſtrict examination. 


FT 6th. 
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eth. On Raagbullob's withdrawing himſelf, with 
the young Begum, to Mootee Giol, Surajud Dow- 
la diſpatched Naran Sing, brother to Rajaram, the 
Fowzdaar of Midnapore, to Calcutta, with a per- 
wannah, the contents of which were, to demand 
honeys and his family to be delivered up between 
and nine in the evening of, I think, the 14th 
April. The Preſident being at Baraſur, and 
Mr. Manningham at his country reſidence, Omy- 
chund came and adviſed me that Naran Sing had 
got, in the diſguite of a European drels, into the 
ettlement, and had the Suba's perwannah to de- 
mand Raagbullob's family, and was at his houſc 
aſking, Whether I would permit his bringing him 
ro vilic me? As he had got entrance into the place, 
I thought it adviſeeble to ſee him, and Omychund 
brought him accardingly in about half an hour. 
received him with the reſpect due to 2 brother of 
Rajaram, an officer in much truſt and confidence 
with both. the late and preſent Suba; he tendered 
me his perwannah, but I exculcd myſelf from re · 
ceiving it, as it was addreſſed to the Governor, 
who I told him would be in town in the morning. 
on which he took his leave well ſatisfied. In the 
morning early I lent for the Jemmautdaar of the 
Chowkey where Naran Sing landed, and was going. 
to puniſh him for admitting any one in the ſettle- 
ment without orders, when he informed me that 
Naran Sing came in the diſguiſe of a common Ben- 
gal Pykar ; chat he oppoled his landing, but that 
ſoon after Omychund's ſervants came to him with 
a meſſage, ſignilying that he was a relation of 
his houſe, and that he might admit him. Soon 
after, on advice that the Preſident was returned to 
towo, I Waited on him with, the report of this 
| tranſaction, and found with. him Meſlicurs Man- 
ningham and Frankland ; we were all a good deal 
embarraſſed how to act on this — tg that the 
ſame 
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fame reaſons that before forbid the family's being 
turned out of the place, after the Suba's death, 

ſtill ſubſiſted equally ſtrong againſt delivering them 
up, as the conteſt was yet undecided between 
Surajud Dowla and the young Begum. The re- 
ſult at laſt of our deliberations was, that as Naram 
Sing had ſtole like a thief and a ſpy into the ſertle 
ment (and not like one in the public character he 
[> ng and as bearing the Suba's orders) the 
reſident ſhould not receive him or his perwannah; 
which reſolution was put in execution, and the 
Preſident ſent one of his Chubdaars to him, with 
orders to quit the ſettlement, which he did: and 
inſtantly letters were diſpatched to Mr. Watts to 
adviſe him of the affair, with inſtractions to guard 
againſt any ill conſequence which might ariſe 
from it. 3 
7th. The foregoing is, Honourable Sirs, a faith 
ful narrative of the protection given to Kiſſendaſs; 
the ſon and family 1 Raagbullob, Which has been 
induſtriouſly and maliciouſly by ſome, and erroneouſly 
by others, circulated as the principal cauſe of the Joſs 
ot your ſettlements in Bengal; an eventwhich, I will 
ſoon demonſtrate, had much deeper and more remote 
foundation: for on your Chief's at Coffimbuzar 
making a proper repreſentation of this affair at the 
Durbar, it hardly occaſioned any emotion or diſ- 
pleaſure in the Suba, nor ever had a place i any 
of the ſubſequent complaints forwarded to us, 
through the channel of that ſubordinate. 
8th. The probability of a breach with France 
had been the ſubje& of diſcourſe for ſome time, 
before it was confirmed to us by the arrival of your 
letter on the Delawar ; and as about the fame time 
we received news of the taking Gyria by his 
Majefty's ſquadron, both became the ſubject of 
much ſpeculation at the Durbar, where the mili- 
tary and naval ſtrength = the Engliſh in India 
| Won were. 
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vere greatly exaggerated, and no ſmall pains taken 
to inſti] a dread of -it into the government; and if 
the agents for the French Eaſt-India Company 
(whoſe garriſon at Chandanagore did not, at this 
period, amount to g0 men) were not at the bottom 
of theſe reports, it is at leaſt, I hope, no breach of 
charity to conclude, they uſed every means in their 
wer to confirm them; at leaſt ſuch was our 
information, when it was confidently aſſerted in 
the Durbar at Muxadabad, and gained belief, that 
the Engliſh had ſixteen ſhips of war, and a ſtrong 
land- force coming to Bengal. 
:.-gth. On the receipt of your letter by the Dela- 
war, we began to put the ſettlement into as good a 
poſture of defence as we could ; and as the para- 
and embrazures, as well as the gun carriages 
of the line to the weſtward of the fort, were much 
out of repair, they became the firſt object of our 
attention; a number of workmen were employed, 
and I believe the parapet and embrazures (the 
greateſt part of which we were obliged to pull 
don) more than half run up, when the Preſident 
was ſurprized with a perwannah from the Suba, 
to the following purport: KEY 
„ That he had been informed we were building 
2a wall, and digging a large ditch round 
„ the town of Calcutta: That he did not 
b < approve of our carrying on theſe works 
e without his permiſſion: And ordered Mr. 
« Drake to deſiſt immediately, and deſtroy 
What he had already done.” | 
roth. The French having ſtrengthened their 
fort by an additional baſtion, which they had at 
this time compleated, received, at the ſame juncture 
we did, a perwannah to the like effect; both of them 
having been diſpatched by the Subah, as he was 
on his march againſt the Purranea Nabob; and- 
che anſwers to them reached the Suba on the ſame. 
W 1 4 day 
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day at Rajamaal, a city about three days march 
from Muxadabad; and the French, by the com- 
pletion of their baſtion, being enabled to defiſt im- 
mediately, anſwered him accordingly; aſſuring 
him at the ſame time, that they had built no new 
works, and had only repaired one of their baſtions 
which had been injured by lightning : With which 
anſwer he appeared ſatisfied. 
11th. The reply your Preſident returned to the 
Suba's perwannah, was, to the beft of my remems- 
brance, as follows : 
That the Suba had been miſinformed in reſpect 
to our building a wall round our town, 
« and we had dug no ditch fince the invaſion 
„ of the Moratters, at which time we exe- 
< cuted ſuch a work at the particular requeſt 
„ of our inhabitants, and with the know- 
„ ledge and approbation of Ally Verdy 
„ Cawn; that in the late war between our 
nation and the French, they had attacked 
„ and taken the town of Madraſs, contrary 
* to the neutrality we expected would have 
been preſerved in the Moegul's dominions; 
and that there being at preſent great appear- 
„ ance of another war between the two 
«« crowns,” we were under ſome apprehenſions 
« they would act in the fame manner in Ben- 
„gal; to prevent which we were only re- 
« pairing our line of guns to the water-ſide.” 
It is fruitleſs now to with this anſwer had been 
debated in Council before it was ſent, where I think 
much impropriety would have appeared in it, as 
the whole of it had a tendency to confirm the Suba 
in a belief of thoſe inſinuations, which had been 
already conveyed to him, that the war between us 
and the French would probably be brought into 
Bengal, beſides its carrying a tacit reflection on the 
* want of power or will to protect us. The 
17 conſe- 


1 

conſequence was adequate, for he was much en- 
raged at the receipt of it, and immediately ordered 
your factory at Coſſimbuzar to be inveſted; which 
was accordingly done on the 22d of May, by Roy 
Dullob, of which we received advice from the gen- 
tlemen there the 25th, and ſeveral other ſubſe- 
quent letters, informing us of additional forces 
being added on the factory, from time to time, 
and that they expected every moment to be attacked, 
and that the Suba was on his march to Muxadabad. 
The ſubject matter of complaint, aſſigned in every 
letter, ſtill regarded the new works we were carry- 
ing On in Calcutta. | 

- 12th, On the firſt advice received from the 
gentlemen at Coſſimbuzar, we forwarded to them 
a copy of the Preſident's anſwer to the Nabob's 
perwannah, and in our ſeveral diſpatches recom- 
mended to them to uſe every ſalutary means in 
their power to put a ſtop to the Suba's reſentment, 
and obtain a currency to our buſineſs, (which was 
now obſtructed at every ſubordinate and arung). 
We directed them to aſſure the Suba we were carry- 
ing on no new wasks ; that we had dug no ditch 
that our enemies had miſrepreſented us; that if he 
gave no credit to our aſſertions, we intreated any 
one he could confide in to inſpect them, and wrote 
the Suba repeated letters to the like purpoſe, We 
likewiſe gave the gentlemen inſtructions to remon- 
ſtrate and expoſtulate ſtrongly againſt this hard 
treatment, and to endeavour to trace out, if poſ- 
ble, whether one or other of the European nations 
was not at the bottom of it, with intent to embroil 
the Company's affairs, and benefit thoſe of their 
employers, and to uſe all means of knowing from his 
miniſters if the Subah's intentions were to extort a 
ſu of money from us (conformable to the unjuſt 
and uſual method of his predeceſſors ;) withal giv- 
ing them poſitive orders to make no conceſſion, or 
l | ? 5 give 
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gie any Promiſe touching the demolition of out 
tortifications. 
igth. Thus, Honourable Sirs, you fee us re- 
duced to the neceſſity, either of reſiſting the arbi- 
trary orders of the Suba, or of abandoning and 
leaving open your Preſidency to the mercy of the 
French, contrary to your orders and intimation to 
us by the Delawar; for to all our remonſtrances 
we could receive no ſatisfaction from the gentle- 
men at Coffimbuzar, but was ſtill adviſed, the 
Suba iaſiſted ow our demoliſhing our new works, 
(when in fact we had made none) and fill up a 
ditch we had never aus 

24th. Under date, I think, the rſt of June, we 
received a letter from your Chief and Council at 
Coſimbuzar, advifing, that Roy Doolob had told 
Doctor Forth, chat the Subs reſentment was 
cauſed only by the draw- bridge and works we had 
built at Baagbazar, and che octagon which Mr. 
Kellall had rebuilt in his garden: And that if we 


would write che Suba WS would demoliſh thoſe 


works, the forces would be immediately withdrawn: 
And the gentlemen likewiſe inforcing this as a ne- 
ceſſary/and effectual cxpedi nt to put an end to the 
troubles, we in full council took it into conſidera- 
tion; and reflecting on the heavy loſs and difad- 
vantage you would ſuſtain in your inveſtment, by 
the continuance of the ſtoppage of your buſineſs, 
and judging: thefe works and draw bridge at Baag- 
bazar fo faridetiiched;, as to be of little uſe in the 
defence of the place againſt an European enemy, 
we unanimouſly agreed and determined, to promiſe 
the demolition of them, and the octagen at Mr. 
Kelſall's garden; and to that purport,” as ſoothing 
a letter as could be inditsed was inſtantly drawn up, 
to the Suba, from the Prefident, and incloſed to 
Mi. Watts and his Council, to whoni we alſo 
wrote; adviſing them of our compliance and readi- 
8 y neſs 
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neſs to demoliſh thoſe works which had given him 
diſpleaſure. Triplicates of this araſdaſs and letter 
we diſpatched in four hours, to arrive in thirty-ſix 
hours; and ordered a large reward to he Calls 
if they arrived in the time. 

-. 15th, We received another ſhort lanes under the 
ſame date, viz. the iſt of June, wherein the gen- 
tlemen informed us, the forces on the factory 
amounted to 12, ooo, with a train of artillery, and 
that poſitive orders were arrived to attack it, re- 
queſting they might be reinforced with an hun- 
dred men; on which a council was ſummoned, 
their requeſt taken into conſideration, and the five 
Captains called in, and deſired to give their opi- 
nion, whether it was poſſible this reinforcement 
could be thrown into the place? They withdrew, 
and after debating i «amongſt themſelves, gave us 
their opinion in writing, declaring the thing im- 


Practicable, and that the force the gentlemen had 


in the fort was, in their judgments, ſufficient to 
defend it againſt the troops brought againſt them. 
This opinion we immediately diſpatched to them, 


direcling them, if they were attacked, to make as 


good a defence as they could; and when they found 
they could defend che factory no longer, to make 
the beſt retreat in their power: but I believe nei- 
ther this letter, nor ſome of our preceding ones, 
reached the gentlemen, the Suba having for ſome 
days cut off all correſpondence between us; a plain 
indication that an accommodation was not the 
mark he aimed at. 

- 16th. On tlie 6th of June we — a rumour of 
Coſſimbuzar's being taken by the Nabob, which 
was confirmed to us the th, by a letter from Mr, 


Matthew. Collett, your, ſecond at that- factory; 


which, according to my mal een expreſſed 
as Ballen el 7 12: 
„be Thar 


1 | . = 
86 That upon the Nabob's repeated orders to > bis 
„ Generals to attack the factory, unleſs the 
Chief went in perſon to him, Mr. Watts, 
by the advice of his Council, thought it 
„ more adviſeable to go to the Nabob, than 
* riſk involving the Company in a war with 
the Government; that he accordingly did fo 
c on the 2d of June, and on coming to his 
4+ preſence was made a priſoner, and orders 
e ſent for Mr. Collet, (and I think Mr. 
« Batſon) to attend him; likewiſe to ſign, 
-..- 4 Jointly with Mr. Watts, a machulkah, (or 
obligation, with a penalty annexed) which 
e order they obeyed; but in place of being 
e ſet at liberty, upon ſigning the machulkah 
* required, Mr. Collet was ſent back to the 
„ factory, with directions to deliver it up to 
„ Roy Doolob, which he was 'obligh? to 
comply with, and was then giving up the 
„& account of the cannon, ammunition, and 
military ſtores; that the factory was not 
„ plundered, and the Nabob was determined 
to march to Calcutta with his whole army, 
& eſtimated then at 50, 00 men, belides a 
& large train of artillery,” “ 
The reaſons which ſwayed Mr. Watts to quit 
bis government at ſuch a juncture as that, and truſt 
Himſelf in the hands of the Suba, (on whoſe cha- 
racter or principles no reaſonable faith could be 
had) without any proper ſecurity, hoſtage, or ſafe- 
guard for his perſon; or thoſe which urged Mr. 
Collet to follow his example, when he knew his 
Chief was made a priſoner; and that conſequently 
the ttuſt, command, and government of the fac- 
tory, fort, and garriſon, devolved upon himſelf; 
or why this your ſettlement was thus given up, 
without a ſingle ſtroke being ſtruck for it, I am 
totally a ſtranger to, and can only hope, for their 
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ſakes, and the honour of theit country, they have, 
or wilt juſtify their conduct to you in thoſe- parti- 
culars. I will not ſubſcribe ta the opinion of our 
five Captains, as already recited, and ſay their 
force was ſufficient to reſiſt and defend the place 
for any long time againſt the Suba's army; but had 
it been defended at all, he could not have attacked 
and taken it, without the loſs of time, many of 
bis people, and probably ſome of his principal 
officers. A | ſtroke of this kind might have had 
happy conſequences to your affairs; it might have 
inclined the Suba to an accommodation, by cool- 
ing ſtill more the zeal of his miniſters, generals, 
officers, and people, who almoſt to a man were 
averle to this expedition againſt the Engliſh, as 
well knowing the conſequence would be as fatal to 
Bis country as to us, though he ſucceedeck in it. 
A defence of only twenty - four hours would, in its 
conſequences, have retarded, in all probability, his 
march to Calcutta for many days, and would have 
been a point gained to us of the utmoſt importance, 
by having more time fore the completion of many 
requiſites, which for want of it we were obliged 
wholly to neglect, or they remained: unfiniſhed at 
the time we were actually inveſted. A detention 
of his army before Coſſimbuzar for two or three 
Mys, would haye, brought on dirty rainy weather 
in his march towards H, and incommoded him 
greatly, as well in the paſſage of his troops and 
cannon, as in the attack, of our ſettlement; whereas, 

the eaſy poſſeſſion he acquired of Coſſimbuzar, 

was enabled to march againſt us without loſs of 
time, or obſtruction from the weather, which 


13 } 


would have been rendered in a manner uſeleſs. We 
' ſhould alſo have had an important ſuccour, in the 
arrival before the fort, of the Succels galley, the 
— and Bombay frigate; theſe veſſels hav- 

ing paſſed Tanners the 19th and 20th, and joined 
the Dodaly and the reſt of our fleet about Govind- 

re, after they had fell down from the fort, tho? 

fore it was ſurrendered. Many more are the 
advantages I could enumerate, which would have 
reſulted from the ſmalleſt. defence and reſiſtance 
made at Coſſimbuzar, and can only regret now its 
not having been done; repeating my hopes, the 
gentlemen in truſt there will give you ſuffictent 
reaſons why it was not done. Their treatment 
could hardly have been worſe, had they been ob- 
ſtinate in its defence; they themſelves being con- 
tinued priſoners in the Suba's camp, under many 
hardſhips, until, I think, the latter end of June; 
their effects plundered, and the gentlemen in the 
factory, vis. Meſſrs, Hugh, Watts, and Cham- 
bers, with the whole garriſon, put in irons, and 
ſent to the common prifon at Muxadabad ; the 
fate Meſirs. Batſon, Sykes, Haſtings, and Mar- 
riot, would have undergone, had not luckily the 
two former made their eſcape, and the two latter 
been at the Arungs. 

17. On Coſſimbuzar's bein inveſted, we wrote 
to the ſeveral ſubordinates, and to all our Goma- 
ſtahs at the ſeveral armies, adviſing them of the 
ſeveral proceedings, and to be upon their guard, 
and hold themſelves in readineſs to retreat with the 
Company's effects, &c. and on intelligence of the 
capture of the place, and the Suba's march to Cal- 
cutta, We lent them orders to withdraw, and join 
us with all expedition. But theſe orders were too 
late, excepting with reſpect to your factory at 
Luckypore, as J have already intimated in my 
letper * the 17th July. Mr. Boddam, your Chief 

at 
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at Balliſore, received our orders in time to with- 


draw himſelf, with the few ſoldiers he had there, 


and about 6000 Rupees of your effects; the re- 
mainder, to the amount of about 40,000, were 
ſequeſtered, and your factory-houſe in part only 
demoliſhed at Ballaſore; but Bulramgurry, by its 
ſituation, having eſcaped the government's notice, 
and by the prudent conduct ot Mr. John Briſtow, 
(left reſident at Ballaſore by Mr. Boddam) is Kill 


\ retained, Myſelf and Mr. Boddam were diipatched 


to take a formal poſſeſſion of it the 18th Septem- 
ber, and to negociate other matters, which will be 
tranſmitted on the face of our Fulta conſultations ; 
and we have thought it neceſſary to nominate Bull- 
ramgurry your Preſidency, being diveſted of every 


other poſſeſſion you had in theſe provinces. But 


to reſume my narrative: Diſpatches. were likewiſe 
forwarded expreſs to Bombay, Fort St. George, 
and Vizagapatam, the Sth of June, for a rein- 
forcement of troops, ſtores, &c. and ſuccours de- 
manded of the French and Dutch ſettlements on 
this river; the ſucceſs of which laſt negociation 
vou have likewiſe in my ſaid letter of the 19th 
July. The militia were under arms for the firſt 
time the 7th June, ſomething too late, I am afraid 
you will ſay, to be of much ſervice, yo coming 
to action. 

18th. I am now, Honourable Sirs, come cloſer to 


the unravelling the real cauſes which ſtimulated the 
Suba to the lengths he has proceeded againſt us: 


Hou far my conjectures and aſſertions will be ſup- 


ported by a probable ſyſtem of politics in him, and 
by the tenor of his own conduct conſidered to- 
ther, I humbly ſubmit to your judgments. And 
Eſt, I beg leave to remark on the three articles 
contained in the machulkah, which your Chief 
and Council were bug} to lign in the Suba's 
camp, 


1 ©8085 #1 
camp, when before Coffimbuzar; the terms of 
which were, viz. 

„That we ſhould not protect the King's ſub- 

<« jects. That we ſhould not miſuſe the li- 
t berty of our duſticks, by covering the trade 
de of the native merchants.—And that we 
© ſhould refund and make good whatever 
« ſum it ſhould be proved the King had been 
« defrauded of in his revenues and duties by 
« this practice; and that we ſhould demoliſh 
our fortifications.” 

Theſe, Honourable Sirs, are the purport of the 
three articles of the machulkah, howſoever I may 
have varied the wording of it, by not having it 
before me. Had the Suba any intention of being 
ſatisfied with our conceſſion” to theſe articles, he 
certainly would have reſted here; your Chief, 
Council, fort and garriſon of Coſſimbuzar were in 
his poſſeſſion; the Gentlemen had ſigned and exe- 
cuted the obligation demanded of them; he knew 
their ſigning of it was not valid or binding without 
our approval; and if he had ever inclined to an 
accommodation, he would have tranſmitted the 
terms they had complied with, and at leaſt have 
deſiſted until our reply could have reached him, in 
place of cutting off, for ſome days, the means of 
all correſpondence or intelligence between us and 
your factory; and marching directly againſt us, 
without ever replying to, or taking notice of many 
araſſdaſſes received from us: But the truth is, his 
jealouſy of the independant power of the Euro- 
peans in his country was at this juncture confirmed, 
which he was determined to reduce; and being 
ſenſible ours was the moſt formidable to him, we 
became the firſt objects of his juſt politics. To 
ſupport this my concluſion, I muſt here refer to 
three letters, which Wazced's Gomaſtah in my 
preſence read your Preſident, (copies of which, I 


believe, 
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believe, are in Mr. Drake's poſſeſſion) addreſſed to 
his maſter Wazeed, from the Suba, all three, to 
the belt of my remembrance, bearing date in May 
- laſt. In each of theſe, he avows his intention to 
reduce the power of the Engliſh, forbids his inter- 
fering on their behalf, aſfertin his having long in- 
tended it, and ſwears by Gol and his Prophets, 
that he will drive them -fin of his country, unleſs 
they are ſatisfied to trade in it on the footing they 
did in Jaffier Cawn's time (by which he meant 
before the time the Honourable Company obtained 
their Phirmaund). Tour fort at Coſſimbuzar, 
(eſteemed by all judges more regular and tenable 
than that at Fort William) ſo near his capital, ap- 
ared too dangerous a hold, at a time he was 
mfluenced to believe our ſtrength in India was four 
times more formidable than it really was; and that 
we were on the eve of a French war, which would 
be probably brought into his country : Conſiſtent 
with this was his expreſſion of reſentment, at Raja- 
maal, on receipt of your Preſident's letter: Who 
ſhall dare to think of commencing (hoſtilities in 
my country, or preſume to imagine I have not 
power to protect them?“ And it was current in 
the mouths of all degrees, when I was at Muxa- 
dabad, that Mahabut Jung had long meditated to 
deſtroy the forts and garriſons of the Europeans, and 
to reduce their trade on the footing of Armenians. 
And here I hope it will not be deemed impertinent, 
if I recite, verbatim, the laſt diſcourſe and council 
which Mahabut Jung gave his grandſon, a few 
days before his death ; * which I had * very 
— authority ar Muxadabad, after my releate- 


| 92 "My life has been a lite of war and ſtratagem: 
For what have I fought, for what have my 
“ counciis tended, but to ſecure you, my 
4 Son, a quiet ſucceſſion to my Suba-dary ? 
I 60 My 


( 2 1 
My fears for you have for many days rob- 


* bed me of ſſeep. I perceived who had 


% power to give you trouble after I am gone 
„ hence. Hoſſein Cooley Cawn, by his re- 
putation, wiſdom, courage, and affection 
„„ to Shaw Amet Jung, and his houſe, I 
e jf feared would obſtruct your government. 
oue His power is no more, Monichund Dewan, 
©. whole counciis might have been your dan- 

* gerous enemy, 1 have taken into favour. 
«. Keep in view the power the European na- 
«tions have in the country. This fear 1 
would alſo have freed you from, if God 
t had lengthened my days. The work, my 
Son, muſt now be yours: Their wars and 


„politics in the Telinga country ſhould keep 


« you waking : On pretence of private con- 
- < reſts between their Kings, they have ſeized 
e and divided the country of the King, and 
- 4 the goods of his people between chem: 
„ Think nat to weaken all three together. 
„The power of the Engliſh is great; they 
t have lately conquered Angria, and poſſeſſed 
t thewſelvesof his country; reduce them firſt; 
« the others will give you little trouble, when 
you have reduced them. Suffer them not, 
my Son, to have fortifications ot inIdiers : 
H you do, the country is not yaurs“! > 
igth. Ho conſiſtent the Suba has been in hir 
N „ to this laſt caunſel of his grandfather, 
we have woetully felt; but that we were not ſolely 
the objects of his reſentment and deſigns, is evident: 
His perwannah to the French was diſpatched the 
fame day with ours: Wben be marehed againſt us, 
he ſent perwannabs to both French and Dutch, 
with orders to provide, and join him with ſhips, 
men, and ammunition, to attack us by water, 
vor he attacked us by land: I bey reſuſed; in 
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conſequence of their refuſal, he inveſted their ſeve- 
ral forts and factories, and demanded an exorbitant 
ſum from cach. The French were glad ro accom- 
modate matters for the payment ot three Lack and 
half of Rupees; the Dutch for four Lack and 
half, after having had, for a day and a half, a 
body of the Suba's troops in their ſettlement, wait- 
ing orders to attack it, and a' man ſtationed with 
an ax in his hands, to cut down their flag-ſtaff and 
colours. The French had not money to pay the 
mulct laid on them, but gained Roy Doolob to 
become their ſecurity : The Dutch were reduced 
to immediate payment; and both did then, and 
ever ſince have been obliged to endure the moſt 
audacious and exaſperating inſults, from the loweſt 
Peon in the ſervice of the government. That 
there was this difference in the ſum extorted from 
them has been accounted for, (how juſtly I will 
not ſay) by the ſupplies of ammunition given the 
Suba privately by the agents of the French at 
Chandanagore. The thing, however, was verified 
by two of our ſhips, who brought us intelligence, 
that the French, by night, croſſed over 200 cheſts 
of powder to the Suba's army, lying near Banka 
Bazar. | | Wc > 
20th, Still conſiſtent with the laſt advice of 
Mahabut Jung, he appeared at Rajamal ſatisfied 
with the anſwer from the French Directeur; tho' 
no one can imagine his intelligence was ſuch, that 
he was really impoſed on as to the pretence of re- 
pairing the damage they had ſuſtained by light- 
ning; he manifeſted ſufficiently his reſentment and 
intentions againſt both French and Dutch; but 
their time was not yet come; it was not his buſi- 
neſs to have the three nations to encounter at once, 
but to compromiſe, at the preſent, for as much as 
he could get from them; but that the French were, 
and {till are, the next object of his arms, will not 
OTIS THE admit 
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admit of doubt, no more than that he would have, 
proceeded immediately againſt, them, had not his 
advices. from court obliged him to proceed againſt 
Shocut Jung, the Purranca Nabob, as an object 
more important ; for when I was twice conducted. 
into his preſence, after the ſurrender of the fort, 
his firſt queſtion to me was, Will you all engage 
% to join me againſt the French?“ Uniform has 
been the conduct of the government to another 
part of Mahabut Jung's advice; for though liber- 
ty of trade is granted to the Danes and Pruſſians, 
yet they are prohibited fortifications or garriſons. 
And in further proof of the reſolution of the go- 
vernment to diveſt the Europeans of their forts and 
garriſons, and that we were the objects of his 
policy, and not of his reſentment only (from either 
one particular private cauſe or other, that may be 
tranſmitted you) I may juſtly add, the apprehen- 
ſions of the French and Dutch themſelves, who, 
on the firſt approach of our troubles, ſent ſtrenu- 
ous. diſpatches. to their Principals at Batavia and 
Pondicherry, for the moſt expeditious ſupplies of 
men, ammunition, &c. and I doubt not it will be 
{con their turn to regret the having ſo quietly given 
us up as a ſacrifice, unleſs the Suba ſhould be van- 
1 in his preſent expedition againſt Shocut 
ung. | | * RRR 

; hr The 3d inſtant (November) a Perwannah 
reached the Dutch, from the Suba's camp—de- 
manding them to join him againſt us, with threat- 
nings it they refuſed ; and the ſame day, a Per- 
wannah came to the French factory, purporting 
that the Suba was informed they were carrying on. 
their fortifications, and if they did not immediately 
deſiſt, he would paſs through the Dutch factory 
and ſettlement, and with their-(the Dutch) ſoldiers 
deſtroy their fort, and drive them out of the coun- 
try, as he had done the Engliſh ; and the govern- 

ts | ment 
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ment has already obliged the French to take down 
their colours erected on the bounds. 

22d. I believe, Honourable Sirs, it will by this 
time appear clearly evident to you, that the govern- 
ing principle in the Suba was political, and the 
real object of his proceedings the demolition of 
your forts and garriſons, as his demands always 
expreſſed ; not that I will be hardy enough to 
aver, he had no concurring ſubordinate cauſes, that 
had a ſpecious colour of reſentment; and this re- 
flection leads me to conſider the other two articles 
of the Machulkah, as their being inſerted carry 
the appearance of complaint, though never before 
urged by him in any of his demands, as tranſmitted 
us by your ſervants at Coſſimbu zar. 
23d. That the abuſe of Duſticks ſhould be one 
cauſe of complaint, I am not ſurprized at: the 
face of your conſultations juſt before the diſpatch 
of your laſt year's ſhips, will give you, Honoura- 
ble Sirs, my ſentiments of the ill uſe made of this 
indulgence to your ſervants; my motion and mi- 
nutes on this ſubject were, after the diſpatch of 
your ſhips, taken into conſideration, and ſuch re- 
medies and checks reſolved on, as were judged 
might put a ſtop to the abuſe. 3 

24th. That we ſhould not protect the King's 
ſubjects, is an article will bear a much larger dis- 
cuſſion. This prohibition, in the extent it might 
have been carried by the government, whenever it 
was inclined to obſtruct your buſineſs or plunder 
your merchants, would have rendered your trade 
moſt precarious ; had the article een explained 
fo as to prohibit our giving protection to thoſe who 
were actually ſervants to the government, or others 
not born in or for a term of years ſettled under our 
colours, it would, I think, have carried nothing 
unjuſt or unreaſonable in it; but that was by no 
means the real intention of it. The article had 
5 a latitude 
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a latitude in expreſſion, that would include your 
merchants and inhabitants whenever the Suba or 
his miniſters were pleaſed to call on them; a call 
they would never fail in, on ſome pretence or 
other, whenever they had got any thing worth 
taking; ſo that in truth it would have been as 
impoſſible for us, conſiſtent with your intereſts, to 
have ſubſcribed to this article; as to the other, re- 
garding the demolition of your fortifications ; and 
the moſt favourable terms intended for us (which 
I could with the utmoſt diligence learn when at 
Muxadabad) were, that if we had paid an implicit 
bbedicnce to the Suba's commands, by deliverin 
dur forts; and diſmiſſion of our garriſons, we ſhoul 
then have been permitted to trade, on paying 
Armenian duties; admitting a Fowzdaar into 
your ſettlement on the part of the government, 
and relinquiſhing to them all duties of conſulage, 
revenues, &c.—— Terms ſcandalous and injurious 
to your honour as well as commerce; terms which 
we could never have ſubmitted to, even if we had 
received no alatm from the fide of France, without 
facrificing the rights of your Phirmaund, giving up 
every part of our truft, and breaking through 
your repeated ſtanding orders for more than 30 
years paſt; | | 
25th. Thus, Honourable Sirs, it will appear to 
you, that ſubmiſſion could not have been paid by 
us to two articles of the Machulkah, executed by 
your Chief and Council of Coſſimbuzar, and that 
we had many months before guarded againſt (as 
much as in us lay) the complaint laid in the third; 
if the honours and conſciences of men were to be 
influenced by checks the moſt binding and folemn : 
But it 1s plain the two articles of complaint were 
at the laſt inſerted, to give a colouring for enforcing 
the third and only one (our fortifications) the Suha 
until then inſiſted on, _ had really in view. I 
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am ſenſible, no ſmall pains will be taken to throw 
the riſe of your misfortunes here, on every cauſe 
but the right. 

26th. From the appearance of the Suba's letter 
to Governor Pigott, your Preſident ſeems to be 
ſolely culpable in drawing on his reſentment; but 


neither juſtice nor probability will juſtify the con- 


cluſion. Angry he certainly was, at the terms of 
this letter; but had not his reſentment been much 
deeper founded, the terms of this letter, or the 
error of one of your ſervants, would never of 


itſelf have provoked him, or can vindicate the 


cruel deſtruction both a; Oy and private, attending 
his proceedings, which fell equally heavy, as well 
on the natives, ſubjects of the Mogul, as on your- 
ſelves and us; and the immenſe plunder of Cal- 
cutta, we know, was one no ſmall ſubordinate 
motive (inſtilled into him by one or two harpies 
in confidence about him) for his march againſt us, 
at a time when he was rapaciouſly plundering 
wherever he could; amaſſing wealth to enable him 
either to buy at Court his confirmation in the 
Subaſhip, or keep ſuch a ſtanding force on foot, as 
would ſecure it to him, in ſpight of any e 
or orders from thence. 

27th. That matters might have been accommo- 
dated with the Suba, for a ſum of money, as was 
effected by the French and Dutch, I am likewiſe 
ſenſible will be ſtrongly alledged againſt us; but 
by whomſoever it is, I will be bound to ſay, they 
ate either ignorant of the chain of politics and 
circumſtances which influenced and led him on, 
or neyer reaſoned or thought upon them. The 
Suba's whole conduct oppcies this allegation; his 


miniſters were by our orders ſounded on the alter- 


native, and your Chief and Council of Coſſim- 
buzar aſſured us, that he had declared money was 
not the thing he wanted, but that we ſhould deſiſt 
9 2 4 2 from 
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from our fortifications, and deſtroy our new 
works, &c. | 
28th. The protection granted the family of 
Raagbullob, (ok which I have already given a 
faithful account) will, I alſo know, be urged with 
circumſtances that never exiſted, as matter of 
heavy complaint againft us, though the Suba never 
(that came to our knowledge) made complaintabout 
it. I will not vindicate the protection being con- 
tinued to them until the deceaſe of the old Suba; 
I have already, and I think juſtly condemned it; 
but (this excepted) I will hope the circumſtances 
attending and urging it, will be ſufficient to 
extenuate that part of our conduct, 
29th. Iam informed it has been cruelly aſſerted, 
and publiſhed by the French, that the bringing 
down the Nabob and his army, and the deſertion 
of the fort, &c. had been long a concerted ſcheme 
of the Preſident and the reſt of the Gentlemen of 
Council who went off in the ſhipping, and they 
mention in proof, as a corroborating circumſtance, 
myſelf and the other Gentlemen of Council being 
left a ſacrifice behind, (who they ſay uſed generally 
to oppoſe their mealures) with this addition, that 
they had embarked and carried off with them the 
greateſt part of the wealth of the ſettlement. 
Howſoever little right thele gentlemen have to 
expect a vindication of their conduct from me, 
yet here common Juſtice to them forbids my ſilence, 
and urges me to defend them from a charge, which 
I believe from my heart to be infamouſly falſe, not 
only as to the act but the intention; nor would I 
even repeat a libel ſo ſeandalous and untrue, had 
I not received information that ſome of your own 
ſervants had forwarded from your üben ate (for 
want of a better) the public narrative the French 
in Bengal ſent to their ſuperiors, of the gapture of 
Fort William; in which narrative T hear the 
Bot U 3 above 
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above cruel charge has a place in nearly the ſame 
terms I have recited it, with many other cauſes 
aſſigned for this misfortune, equally void of proba- 
bility or truth. | 
zoth. It will by ſome, I doubt not, be repre- 


ſented to you that Omychund was at the bottom of 


all the Suba's councils and proceedings againſt us; 
the part he really ated under coyer, in this affair, 
is difficult to diftinguiſh and point out; that he 
was much chagrined at the little influence he had in 
the ſettlement for a few years laſt paſt, is moſt cer- 
rain; in applications to the Durbar, (wherein he 
uſually was the acting perſon between the Company 
and the Government) little uſe had been made of 
him, poſſibly more had been better.— Be this as it 
will, 1t is moſt certain, he had no general weight 
for theſe four or five years, beyond what his wealth 

ave him, ſo that his name and reputation became 
leſſened in the eye of the government as well as in 
Calcutta, Picqued at this, and implacable in his 
reſentment, it is not improbable he worked with 
ſome inſtruments of the Durbar, to embroil us in 
fuch a manner as would make his mediation and 
aſſiſtance neceſſary, and thereby regain his credit 
and influence with both; little imagining things 


would go the length they did; in which it mutt 


have been moſt evident to him, his own large poſ- 
ſeſſions would be equally the Suba's prey, with 
yours: that he adyiſed the diſpatch of Naran Sing, 
ro demand Raagbullob's family, and introduced 
him into the ſettlement, will not I think admit of 
doubt, no more than that he deeply reſented his 
being turned out- of it again. His endeavours 
with Wazeed, to mitigate things, when he really 
found they were coming to extremities, was 1 
believe fincere enough until his impriſoninent by 
the Preſident, an act of his power and ſole autho- 
rity, for which the pretence made uſe of was, in 

| my 
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my judgment, by no means ſufficient; the correſ- 
pondence detected between him and Rajaram 
Harkarah, (the Suba's head ſpy) which was read 
in the preſence of many of us, contained in our 
opinions nothing to vindicate it, nor had your Pre- 
ſident even the conſent or approbation of his Coun- 
cil for this ſtep, or did he, that I remember, ever 
require it. On his impriſonment, his head Jem- 
mautdaar Jaggemant Sing ſtabbed himſelf, and ſer 
fire to his maſter's houſe, and ſome of his women 
either butchered themſelves, or were butchered by 
others in the family, which became a ſcene of much 
horror and confuſion. It can hardly be doubted 
that Omychund became deſperate in his reſentments, 
and it is probable enough he expedited the march 
of the Suba's army, then advanced, I think, as 
far as Banka Bazar ; and it is likewiſe probable, 


that he then ſent him the real ſtate of the fort and 
garriſon, and afterwards might (as has been gene- - 


rally ſuſpected) from time to time have given him 
intelligence; but this is all conjecture; we only 
know, that his Jemmautdaar juſt now mentioned, 
ſurviving the wounds he had given himſelf, was 
put upon his horſe, and joined the Suba, whom he 
informed of the tranſaction relating to his maſter's 
impriſonment; and when the enemy was repulſed 
at Baagbazar, he led the van of the army to the 
eaſtward, and directed them to the avenues by 
which they entered the next day. 

3 iſt. From others, I believe, you will be told, 
that the diſmiſſion of your Dadney Merchants was 
one cauſe of our misfortunes, ariſing from their 
endeavours at the Durbar to embroil your affairs 
at the Arungs, as conducted by your own Goma- 
ſtahs, hoping thereby to get the Dadney readmit- 
ted, and themſelves reinſtated; nay ſome, I have 
been informed, have been hardy enough to urge 
and aſſert that the large increaſe of your revenues 


Zemindary was another very principal cauſe, which 
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drew the Suba's attention on the ſettlement, though 
themſclves, your Preſident and Council, and I be- 
lieve the greateſt part of the Subadary, as well as 
my Honourable Maſters, know the credits of that 
branch were only increaſed without any innova- 
tions made in the branch itſelf ; but to its loſs and 
diſadvantage. Many more cauſes and reaſons equal- 
ly ſubſtantial will, I doubt not, be aſſigned and 
tranſmitted to you by fuch buſy and very ſhort-ſighted 
politicians as theſe : ſtrangers to real ones they 
think they ſhall not appear of any importance, 
unleſs they aſſign fome, no matter how incongru- 
ous : but you will now have materials enough be- 
fore you to form your own judgments. I think 
my concluſions on every cauſe that can be alledged 
for the extraordinary and unprecedented conduct 
of the Suba, have facts and probability to ſupport 
them: To you, Honourable Sirs, I humbly ſub- 
mit them, with this one concluſion more, that your 
ſituation in theſe provinces on a re-eſtabliſhment 
will be ſuch as to admit of only two alternatives; 
that you muſt in future, either keep ſuch a forti- 
fication and garriſon, as will at all times be ſuffi- 
cient to force your trade againſt the oppoſition and 
extortion of the government; or reduce your com- 
merce to the footing of the Pruſſians and Danes, 
Sc. without forts and garriſons at all, and on pay- 
ment of the loweſt duties that can be ſtipulated. — 
The immunities and privileges granted you in your 
Phirmaunds, you find now are of no validity with- 
out a military expence (more, I fear, than equiva- 
lent) to put them in force; but on this ſubject it 
will be my duty, to give you my ſentiments on 
another occaſion more at large, whilſt at preſent l 
reſume the thread of my narrative, broke off at 

ſurrender of your fort and factory of 1 ; 
the eaſy capture of which, concurring with the 
Suba's intentions beyond his expectations, not only 
gave 
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gave the finiſhing ſtroke to his reſolves, but expe- 
dited and facilitated his march to Calcutta; which 
leads me to a conſideration of the immediate cauſes 
of its ſudden reduction, moſt needful to be known 
to my "Honourable Maſters; as the rocks and 
quick-ſands on which we have unhappily ſtruck 
and ſplit, being fairly and candidly laid down, 
may prevent a ſecond wreck of your eſtate and 
trade, | : 

32d. Theſe cauſes I will beg leave to inveſtigate 
under three general heads: iſt, The ſtate of our 
fortifications and garriſons : 2d, The ſtate of our 
ammunition, guns, and military ſtores: and, 3d, 
the {+veral errors and miſcarriages ariſing from a 
deficiency (or rather a total want) of military 
knowledge or order. | 

33d. Jo the firſt article of my firſt general head, 
it will not become me to add much more than [ 
tet forth in my letter before you of the 17th July, 
addreſſed from Muxadabad to your other two Pre- 
ſidencies of Bombay and Fort St. George. The 
nature and extent of the power given to the Com- 
mittee of Fortifications, Meſſrs. Drake, Watts, 
Scot and Manningham, we have ever been kept 
ſtrangers to; but I will venture to conclude, that 
had the money which was expended on the redoubt, 
drawbridge, c. erected at Baagbuzar, and that 
which was meditated to be ſpent on the circuit of, 
the ditch beyond our bounds, as alſo that which 
was diſburſed on the batteries, &c. raiſed on the 
Suba's approach, been timely appropriated to the 
demolition of the houſes round us, to have given a 
proper eſplanade to the northward, ęaſtward and 
Lead of your fort, the ſinking a ditch round 
it well paliſaded, it had been employed to a more 
important uſe and purpoſe, and have been a ſuffi- 
cient diſcouragement to the government to have 
prevented any project or hopes of attacking it, with 
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any probability of ſucceſs. I am ſenſible it will be 
urged, the government would have never ſuffered 
theſe meaſures; a reaſoning ex poſt facto will not 
invalidate my concluſion ; for had it been thought 
of, or carried into execution, at the commence- 
ment of the old Suba's fickneſs, when every thing 
at the Durbar was in confuſion, and both parties 
there employed on their own ſchemes and defigns, 
the work might have been effected without ler or 
hindrance; a Perwannah might poſſibly have reach- 
ed us, to prohibit our proceeding, but no troops 
could have been ſent againft us, whilſt the atten- 
rions of the claſhing interefts at the Suba's court 
were taken up in ſecuring each their own ſafety on 
his demiſe. What might have been done during 
that favourable interyal is ſufficiently evident, from 
the almoſt inconceivable uſeleſs works which we 
accompliſhed during the ſpace of a few days only: 
and the fame plea which your Preſident urged in 
his letter to the Suba, ſubſiſted equally at the be- 
ginning of the old Suba's ſickneſs, when we had 
reaſon enough to be alarmed by the approach of a 
war with France. The ruinous ſtate of the line to 
the weſtward of the fort, had been a reproach to 
our ſettiement, and ro every thing bearing the 
name of fortifications for more than two years, and 
was in juſt and ſtrong (I will not fay in very de- 
cent) terms repreſented in a letter to the Board, by 
Mr. Jaſper Leigh Jones the Captain of your train, 
I think in April or May 1755, but no ſteps were 
taken to repair it until we had reaſon hourly to 
expect the enemy at our doors. The whole caſterly 
curtain had been for many years in ſo ruinous a 
condition as not to bear a gun; one we fired from 
it, a three or four pounder, as I remember, which 
made its way through the terrace; through this 
curtain from the principal gate to the north-eaſt 
baſtion, were ſtruck out five or fix large windows, 

| ſo 
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ſo many breaches made for the enemy, in a quarter 
too where we were molt liable to be attacked; and 
to ſum up the whole, the new Goodowns to the 
ſouthward, had rendered your two ſoutherly ba- 
ſtions uſeleſs to each other, and to the whole ſouth- 
erly face of the fort, which could not be flanked 
y a ſingle gun from either baſtion :—From a con- 
ſideration of theſe circumſtances, joined to the in- 
cumbrance of the church and 4 0 round us, and 
the other wants and diſadvantages mentioned in my 
letter of the 17th July, it is ſelf-evident, the place 
could not have held out an hour againſt an Euro- 
pean enemy. 
34th. The ſtate of your garriſon comes next 
under view; a ſubject on which I could wiſh my 
duty to your ſervice would permit my ſilence, as 
truths diſagreeable to me in the recital, and very 
unpleaſing to you to hear, muſt ariſe from the 
{ſmalleſt ſcrutiny made in it. It is moſt ungrateful 
to a benevolent mind, to rehearſe the faults which 
may be juſtly charged even againſt the living, much 
more ſo againſt the dead, become ſo in a great 
meaſure by their own errors, and want of know- 
ledge in the duties of their profeſſion ; but the 
choice and appoiatment of commanding officers in 


your garriſon, is now become lo i important a con- 


ſideration to the well being of your ſervice, that 
none who would have any "claim to your fayour, 
or would be deemed faithful to the truſt you have 
repoled in them, can be vindicated in concealing 
the truth from you. 

35th, Your five commanding officers were Com- 


mandant Minchin, Captains Clayton, Buchanan, 


Wicherington, and Grant; each of theſe gentle- 
men (Captain Clayton excepted) had ſcen * 
either in Europe or on the Cormandel coaſt: 

se- the military capacity of our Comman- 


gant, I am a ſtranger, | can only ſay, that we, 


were. 
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were unhappy in his keeping it to himſelf, if he 
had any; as neither I, nor I believe any body 
elſe, was witneſs to any part of his conduct, that 
ſpoke or bore the appearance of his being the com- 
manding military officer in the garriſon, Whether 
this proceeded from himſelf, or his not being pro- 
perly ſupported in his rank, I cannot ſay; but 
ſuch, I have heard, has been his allegation and 
plea for his ſupine remiſſneſs, at a juncture which 
required the exertion of every quality he could have 
been maſter of. Your Preſident, I remember, ſpoke 
to me more than once with much uneaſineſs, at the 
beginning of our troubles, on the indolence of the 
Commandant, and ſeemed to think of breaking 
him; had this meaſure been carried into execution, 
it had been better for the ſervice, and, I think, for 
that gentleman too; the diſgrace would have been 
leſs, I believe, in the opinion of all mankind, 
than that which falls on him by his quitting the 
fort and garriſon in the manner he did, whilſt he 
bore the character of commanding officer in it; 
but the miſchief was, we could not have ſtopped 
here: the next gentleman in command to him had 
never ſeen any ſervice, and I am ſorry to ſay, de- 
monſtrated his want of the moſt eſſcatial reꝗuiſites 
of a ſoldier. Had both theſe gentlemen been ſer 
afide, and the next in command preferred to the 
commandantſhip, it would have promiſed a hap- 
pier iſſue for them and us; and molt aſſuredly, 
this was not a time to have regarded forms or cere- 
mony. Ræmiſſneſs, or a deficiency of military 
knowledge in commanders, when coming to action, 
are equally fatal in their canſequences, and are 
ever the parents of neglects, confuſion and diſor- 
ders; and troops, I believe, are hardly ever known 
to do their duty, unleſs where they have an opinion 
of, as well as love for their commanders. That 
neither was the caſe, with regard to the two gentle- 
men 


3 


men above- mentioned, I believe the whole ſettle- 
ment can witneſs with me; and they were in no 
higher degree of eſteem with their ſubalterns than 
with their ſoldiers. The preferring Captain Bucha- 
nan, who was next in command to them, would 
have obviated all the diſadvantages we labour under 
in this particular; a gentleman whoſe character as 
a man, and a ſoldier, deſerved a better fate than 
the - unhappy one which befel him, by the errors 
and miſconduct of others: the vacant companies 
would have been filled up with thoſe, we had good 
reaſon to think (and who indeed proved themſelves) 
brave officers — The next in command to Captain 
Buchanan, in the battalion, would then have been 
Captain Grant; a gentleman who had, during his 
ſtay in the garriſon, remarkably exerted himſelf in 
every duty which could have been expected from 
him, and demonſtrated no want of either ſpirit or 
military ſkill, but much the contrary. The Cap- 
tain of your train was a laborious, active officer, 
but confuſed; and would, I believe, have few ob- 
jections to his character, diligence or conduct, had 
he been fortunate in having any commander in 
chief to have had a proper eye over him, and to 
take care that he did his duty. Hete we had a fatal 
inſtance of a remiſſneſs in command; for that we 
had neither a ſufficiency of ammunition, &c. nor 
that good, was doubtleis as much the fault of thoſe 


above him, (whole duty it was to have inſpected 


his conduct) as his; but as this poor gentleman 
fell a ſacrifice, as well to his own, as to the errors 
of others, they ſhould be touched as lightly as 
poſſible. e ee e 5 

3th. Thus, Honourable Sirs, T have given you 
as faithful a picture of the commanders of your 
five companies as 1 can draw, or as J believe can 
be drawn by any body elſe: three of them, my 
wretched companions in the Black-hole, periſhed 
210 hs there, 
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train them conſidered ;_ and though their bravery 
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there, as did alſo all your brave ſubalterns (Enſigns 
Walcot and Carſtairs excepted) where I will leave 
them, and proceed to conſider your troops in gar- 
riſon; conſiſting, as already mentioned in my letter 
of the 17th July, by the muſter-rolls laid before 
us, about the 6th or Sth of June, of 145 in bat- 
talion, and 45 of the train, officers included, and 
in both, only 60 Europeans, We were taught to 
believe, there were at all your ſubordinates; at leaſt 
200 men, the beſt of our garriſon, viz. at Coſſim- 
buzar 100, at Dacca about 40, at Luckypore 30, 
and at Ballaſore about the ſame number; but it is 
certain the numbers there barely exceeded one hun- 
dred : Whether two hundred ought to have been 
there, I am not maſter enough of the ſubject to 
declare; ſo am obliged here to refer to your Preſi- 
dent, for your further ſatisfation z who (or in his 
abſence your ſecond) had always the inſpection of 
the rolls, and muſtering the men. Of theſe hand- 
ful of troops in garriſon, there were not five that 
had ever, I believe, ſeen a muſket fired in anger. 
Had the militia of the place been (agrecably to 
your orders per Godolphin, anno 1951) regularly 
trained to arms, they might at this juncture have 
been a molt ſeaſonable ſupply : but this eſſential 
regulation, I am ſorry to ſay, was totally neglected, 
ſo that when we came to action, there were hardly 
any amongſt the Armenians and Portugueſe inhabi- 


tants, and but few amongſt the European militia, 


who knew the right from the wrong end of their 
pieces. From the militia, about 65, chiefly Eu- 
ropeans, entered volunteers in che battalion, (moſt 
of them your own covenanted ſervants) in whoſe 


juſt praiſe, I can hardly ſay enough. They ſuſtained 


every hardſhip of duty, greatly beyond the mili- 
tary themſclves; their addreſs in the uſe of their 
arms was aſtoniſhing, the ſhort time there was to 


may 
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may have been equalled, J am ſure it has not beett 
exceeded, by any ſet of men whatſoever. A con- 
 fiderable body of theſe, were on the Saturday 
morning relieved from duty, and were gone on 
* board the ſhips to depoſit their papers, or on other 
occaſions relative to their private affairs; as were 
likewiſe on the like call, many of the militia, with 
tour of their officers, to wit, the reverend Mr. 
Mapletoft Captain-lieutenant, Captain Henry 
Wedderburn, Lieutenant of the firſt company, 
and Enfigns Sumner, and Charles Douglas, all of 
them gentlemen who had failed in no part of duty, 
either as officers or ſoldiers, in the defence of the 
place; ſo that there is no reaſon to doubt the 
veracity of their own aſſertions, in which they are 
Joined by the volunteers: “That they had no 
intention, but to return to the defence of the 
place, until they ſaw your Preſident, Command- 
« ant Minchin, Captain Grant and Mr. Macket, 
« quit-it (Mefirs. Manningham and Frankland 
having quitted ir before) and a general retreat 
« rumoured :” and indeed, immediately after, all 
means of returning were cut off from them, by 
the falling down of every ſhip, veſſel, and boat. 
Thus, Honourable Sirs, you ſee our garriſon, 
ſmall as it was, reduced and wezkened, both in its 
ſtrength, officers and councils, 'in a very impor- 
rant degree, to the diſheartening thoſe who ſtayed, 
and encouragement of the enemy ; and when ir 
is conſidered, thoſe remaining, including officers, 
volunteers, ſoldiers and militia, did not exceed one 
hundred and ſeventy men; and that of thoſe there 
were twenty-five killed, and about ſeventy wound- 
ed, before noon the 2oth, and the whole exhauſted 
of their ſtrength, by continual duty and action, and 
our people of the train reduced to fourteen only; 
it would not, I hope, have been wondered at, had 
we ſurrendered your fort without parley or capitu- 
s 1 lation, 
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lation, though It is certain we ſhould not have ſur- 
rendered ourſelves, had not our own people forced 
the weſtern gate during the parley; for having no 
dependance on the clemency of the enemy we had 
to deal with, we had meditated, in caſe the St. 
George with her boats failed us, the forcing a re- 
treat that night, through the ſoutherly barrier by 
the river- ſide, and to have marched until we came 
under cover of the ſhips, then lying before Sur- 
man's gardens 3 imagining the enemy would be too 
much employed on the plunder of the fort, to 
have moleſted us greatly in our retreat. a 
37th. On the ſecond general head I ſhall have 
little to ſay. That we had not powder ſufficient, 
and that we had, not good; that we had hardly 
any ſhells fitted, or fuzees fitted to them; that 
there was hardly a carriage that would bear a gun; 
that the fifty fine cannon you ſent out three years 
ago, 18 and 24 pounders, lay neglected under your 
walls; and that we were deficient. in almoſt every. 
kind of military ſtores, are all truths, will not ad- 
mit of any diſpute; but who is properly account - 
able for theſe defects, or under whoſe immediate 
care or inſpection they were, or ought to have been, 
muſt, Honourable Sirs, be determined by your- 
ſelves. 


28th. I am come now to my third and laſt gene- 


ral head, Our own errors; a ſubject, I am ſorry. to 
declare, too fruitful of matter, though bearing 
great extenuation, when it is conſidered, we had 
in truth no military head to guide us; and that I 
may be as little tedious as poſſible, I will wave the 
rehearſal of our ſmaller errors, and keep to thoſe 
more capital ones, which variouſly, in my judg- 
ment, contributed to the loſs of your ſettlement, 
and were the cauſes of embarraſſing and preventing 
our general retreat, with the public and private 
effects depoſited in your fort; and I ſhall recite 
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theſe in order of time as they happened, that if due 
heed be paid to them, the like misfortune may be 
avoided in future. | 

39th. Our firſt capital error was, the neglecting 
taking poſſeſſion of Tanner's Fort, on our pro- 
viſions being prohibited the ſettlement, and when 
there was no force or troops there to have oppoſed 
us; this meaſure in our firſt council of war, I 
moved and urged, with every argument in my 
power, ſhould be done with 25 or 30 men, and a 
party of Buxerries, and that a battery of fix guns 
ſhould be immediately erected there towards the 
northward or land- ſide. In this motion I was 
ſtrongly ſeconded by Monſ. la Beaume, and I think 
Captain Grant only, and conſequently it was over- 
ruled. The utility I thought evident; it would 
have ſecured proviſions from the other fide of the 
river, or the Suba muſt have divided his force; it 
would have ſecured the retreat of the ſhipping ; 
it might have been a retreat to ourſelves, or if at 
laſt drove from it, we had it ſtill in our power to 
deftroy it, in ſuch a manner as to have rendered it 
uſeleſs, and prevent its proving a troubleſome thorn 
in our fides, which it may poſſibly yet be, if ever 
we advance again to retake your ſettlement, as our 
ſhips muſt paſs within almoſt piſtol-ſhot of it. 
The Gentlemen ſaw the utility of this meaſure too 
late; our ſhips were ſent down to attempt the 
poſſeſſion of it; a great deal of ammunition was 
fruitlefsly thrown away againſt it; our ſhips re- 
ceived much damage, and were obliged ro make 
an inglorious retreat, to the no ſmall encourage- 
ment of the enemy and our diſgrace : and to ſum 
up all the misfortunes attending this error, our 
ſhips in their flight, with that part of the colony 
who left the fort, were, from the fire they were 
obliged to ſuftain from this fort, and the little 
order obſerved amongſt themſelves, thrown into 
FIN b 9 ſuch 
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ſuch confuſion that ſeveral ran a- ſhore, and ſome, 


the richeſt in the fleet, fell into the enemy's hands, 


and were plundered. 


40th. Our ſecond capital error, with our ſmall 


and untrained garriſon, was, I conceive, raiſing the 


three advanced poſts and batteries to the northward, 
eaſtward, and ſouthward, and the gaol, which 
anſwered no purpoſe, but exhauſting, harraſſing, and 
deſtroying the few people we had. If we, in place 
of this meaſure, had kept our force more united, 
withdrawn Picard and his party from Baagbazar, 
and taken poſſeſſion with our muſquetry of the 
church, the Company's, Meſſrs. Cruttenden's, 
Eyres's, and Omychund's houſes, the enemy could 
not have approached us without infinite loſs, and 
with hardly any probability of ſucceſs. From theſe 


poſts, cloſe under the cover of our guns, our 


troops could hardly have been attacked, much leſs 
been diſlodged, as we had ſufficient proofs after- 
wards when the out-poſts were withdrawn ; or if 
there had appeared a neceſſity of abandoning them, 
their retreat to the fort was ſecure z conſiderably 
leſs than half the troops ſtationed at the out - poſts 
would have been ſufficient for this ſervice, and this 
important conſequence had followed, a regular 
relief for duty, of which we had none, as things 
were unhappily conducted, nor would that infinite 
confuſion and diſorder in the fort have enſued, 
which did on withdrawing theſe batteries; the fort 
had been in a manner left defenceleſs for the 
ſupport of them, and little benefitted by the re- 
turn of troops, fatigued and hardly able to ſtand. 
——You have, Honourable Sirs, an exact plan 
of your ſettlement, and of every houſe in it, on 
inſpection of which, you will, at one view, ſee the 
inutility of theſe three principal out-poſts. That 
to the northward was erected to defend the pals 
between the corner of Mr. Griffith's houſe and the 

river- 
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tiver-ſide, a precaution totally uſeleſs, as you will 
find Mr. Griffith's houſe, your ſalt-petre Godowns, 
and the whole ſtreet were commanded by the guns 
on the north-eaſt baſtion, within leſs than muſket- 
ſhot of your fort, That to the eaſt-ward, at the 
Court-houſe, you will find commanded by the 
battery over the eaſtern gate, and from the old and 
new ſouth-eaſt baſtions within muſket- ſnot. That 
to the ſouthward was not indeed commanded by 
any gun from the fort, but field- pieces advanced 
a few paces without your eaſtern gate, would not 
only have commanded that, but the other two 
principal avenues to the fort, if the battery on the 
gate, and the north-eaſt baſtion had not been deemed 
a ſufficient defence againſt the approach of the 
enemy ; and had they advanced by the ditch to 
the ſouthward of the burying-ground, and up the 
avenue between that and my houſe, or penetrated 
through the burying- ground, we ftill had nothing 
to apprehend from them, as the whole ſquare be- 
tween the ſoutherly face of the fort and the hoſpital, 
and gate of the burying-ground, was commanded 
not only by the new ſouth-eaſt baſtion, but by 
ſeven four pounders on the new Godowns, and our 
ſmall arms from thence and the Company's houſe. 
Had the diſpoſition I have mentioned been made, 
and the walls of the Loll Baag and thoſe oppoſite 
the Company's houſe been levelled, it is more than 
probable the Suba at laſt would have been obliged 
to retreat with his army; for it is plain he had none 
with him capable of erecting any battery that could 
have hurt us, (that which did us moſt damage 
being our own 18 pounders turned againſt us from 
the Court-houſe) and with their ſmall arms, there 
was hardly a poſſibility of approaching near enough 
to have affected us. My concluſions, Honourable 
Sirs, are on this head, the reſult of reaſon, and a 
late fatal experience, and not of art, for J am no 
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ſoldier; but I cannot help thinking ſuck would 
have been the ſalutary diſpoſition, had we been 
happy enough to have had a ſoldier at the head, 
or a chief commanding officer in any degree ſkilled 
in the art of defence; but, in place of it, lines 
were formed, which required ten times the number 
of men to defend: lucky we were in having an 
enemy who had as little ſkill and addreſs in the 
attack, as we in the defence, and much leſs reſo- 
lution, or on the night of the 16th or 17th, they 
might have entered at four different poſts, and. cut 
off the retreat to the fort of each of the five ad- 
vanced batteries (including Baagbazar and the. 

ol) for not a gun could have been fired to cover 
their retreat, but muſt have been equally levelled 
at our own troops as at the enemy. In the avenues 
between Meſſrs. Coale's and Omychund's houſes 
we ſunk a ditch and threw up a bank within, which 
polt, for want of people, was truſted to the guard 
of four pykes only. The importance of this poſt 
will appear in a moment, (from the plan of your 
ſettlement before you) through which the enemy 
might have thrown ten thouſand men into the very 
center of our lines, before, or as fon as we could 
have. known any thing of the matter. In the 
avenue north of the Court-houſe Tank or pond 
was another ditch funk, which, from the ſame 
cauſe, was little better defended than the former. 
From the ſouth-eaſt angle of the park, to the corner 
of Mr, Laſcelbs houſe, was a third, defended by 
a corporal and {ix men. The fourth was at the 
entrance into the ſquare of the Leſſer Tank, Mr. 
Putham's houſe, and defended by a detachment 
from the fourth advanced battery; at neither of theſe 
four intermediate poſts were planted a ſingle cannon, 
and they might have been forced in the night, with- 
out the loſs of ten men to the enemy, and the 
neglect of it coſt them ſome thouſands, I am the 

more 
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more particular on this ſubject, in proof of the 
error I have here cenſured, becauſe, from the 
plan before you, you will be convinced, that the 
forcing any one of them in the night, would have 
intercepted the retreat to the fort of the troops 
{tationed at all the advanced batreries, and cauſed 
the immediate ſurrender of the fort; and points 
out, not only the danger and inutility of theſe bat- 
teries, but the impropriety of forming an extent of 
line we had not men to defend. And to compleat 
our blunders in engineering, a trench was ſunk thro” 
your park, from North to South, within little 
more than half muſket-ſhot of your baſtions, the 
earth of which proved (after the advanced batteries 
were withdrawn) a ſecure breaſt - work to the enemy, 
and from whence they did us the greateſt injury 
with their ſmall arms. We were, it is plain, engi- 
neers in theory only, with the additional misfor- 
tune, that thoſe in ſuperior command either had 
no judgment in the direction, or did not chuſe to 
- ſhow it, whilſt others who had probably better, 
could not with propriety interfere ; to which I may 
add, -we had neither time for projection or exe- 
cution; a ſtill further proof we ſhould have re- 
mained ſatisfied in occupying the houſes round us, 

and truſted to our fort only. 
41ſt. A third error, and which I eſteem a capital 
one, was the neglecting to attack the rear of that 
body of troops which ſupported the enemy's 12 
pounder, in the attack of the gaol the 18th. This 
body conſiſted of 5000 choſen men and officers. 
The troops that defended this poſt ſuſtained the 
enemy's attack for ſome time in the open road, be- 
fore the gaol, with two field -· pieces and their ſmall 
arms; but being entirely open to the enemy, and 
having ſome killed and ſeveral wounded, they were 
obliged at laſt to retreat under cover into the gaol 
with their bield. pieces, having before prepared two 
3 cenbranured 
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embrazures for them in the wall, which commanded 
the avenue through which the enemy was advancing, 


and the poſt was obſtinately and gallantly defended 


for a great while, under the command of Monſ. 
la Beaume and Enſign Carſtairs. During the at- 
rack of this poſt, and | juſt after the troops retreated 


into the gaol, we projected at the center advanced 
battery, the attacking the enemy in the rear, with 


25 or zo men and two field- pieces, to be marched 
from the North battery, whilſt we advanced two 
more from our poſt, with all our infantry and 
militia, and joined the troops at the gaol to make 


one general ſally and attack on them in front, whilſt 


the detachment from the northward fell on the 


rear by order of Captain Clayton, who commanded 


at the center advanced battery. I wrote ſtrenuouſiy 


to the Preſident, to let him know our intentions, 


and requeſted he would inſtantly order the detach- 


ment, with a couple of field- pieces, to advance 


into the middle road on the enemy's rear; to which 


we receiyed anſwer, That it was impoſſible, there 


& were not men to ſend,” The error I cenſure on 
this incident, is the nor ſufficiently conſidering the 
importance of it, and the troops that might have 


been without danger er inconvenience detached on 


this ſervice, had the North advanced battery. been 
diveſted entirely of the muſketry ſtationed there, 


and with the volunteers ſent out, the poſt would 


have run no riſque, whilſt there remained only a 
ſingle officer, and people of the train ſufficient to 
attend the battery ; or on the march of the detach- 
ment, (if it had been judged neceſſary) that bat- 
tery might have been reinforced with a detach- 
ment of the militia from the fort, as ours at the 
center battery had been the 17th at night, under 
Enſign Charles Douglas, when Captain Clayton 
was ordered on a piquet of 30 men, to ſecure the 
retreat of Lieutenant Blagg, and the troops from 
Baagbazar; or ſome people might have been 

draughted 
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draughted off from the ſouth advanced battery, 
which had not once been (nor was likely to be) 
attacked: the misfortune of this neglect will beſt 
appear from the almoſt certain conſequences which 
would have attended the carrying it into execution. 
There was no impediment that could have obſtruc- 
ted the detachment's arriving directly cloſe on the 
back of the enemy, who would have been between 
two fires, without hardly a poſſibility of a tithe of 
the whole body e'caping a repulſe and ſlaughter, 
which, I am convinced, would have ſtruck ſuch a 
panick into the enemy, as, in all human proba- 


bility, had obliged the Suba to have retreated, and 


d:opt his deſigns againſt us. —Toucking this error, 
I am far from blaming the Preſident; I only regret 
his misfortune of having no commanding military 
officer near him, who could have ſeen at firſt ſighr, 
and convinced him of the important uſe this ſally 
would have been to the ſervice, 

42d, The abandoning the center advanced bat- 
tery, at the Court-houſe, has by ſome been aſſerted 
as the cauſe of the loſs of the fort, and conſequently 
comes under the head of our errors, and requires 
conſideration in the fourth place, the more ſo as I 
am convinced much ſtreſs will be laid on this cauſe, 
by thoſe who are totally ſtrangers to the ſituation 
of things at that battery, or the reaſons which 
made it needful to avandon it. —This poſt was 
commanded by Capt. Cliyton as eldeſt Captain 
(next to the Commandant) myſelf as Captain of 
the firſt company of militia, was ſtationed under 
him. Ar this battery, with a detachment of the 
militia, we had on the whole, including officers, 
battalion volunteers, militia, and train, about go 
men and 15 Buxerries, two ſix pounders mounted 
on the battery, two field- pieces, and two 18 poun- 
ders, From the moſt ſuperficial view of this poſt, 
it was evident, to any capacity, that the enemy 
yh | | 4 would 
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would never venture to make an open attack 
againſt it; our muſketry, for this reaſon, became 
ulcleſs at the battery; the manifeſt and only ſer- 
vice that could be made of them, was ſtationin 

them in the houſes round us which ee e 
the battery, and the leſſer avenues leading to it; 
but this very important ſtep not ſeeming to be 
attended to by Captain Clayton, myſelf, and Cap- 


tain Henry Wedderburn my Lieutenant, took the 


liberty to repreſent to him, the utility and abſolute 
neceſſity of this meaſure. Piqued, I fear, that a 
thing ſo obvious did not occur to himſelf, he re- 
plied, there were not men enough; he would not 
weaken his poſt; though this moſt certainly was 
the only means of ſtrengthening it. As often as 
we urged it, he rerfiſted in his error; the conſe- 
quence was natural; the enemy benefited by our 
neglect, took poſſeſſion of every houſe round us, 
and of the play-houſe alſo, after the gaol was 
abandoned in the afternoon, and from thence by 
half paſt four in the afternoon, were breaking out 
ſeveral loop-holes bearing on our battery. About 
this time the enemy had forced the paſs by Mr, 
Putham's houſe, and had got in multitudes within 
our lines; they had obliged the detachment from 
Captain Buchanan's poſt, under Lieutenant Blagg, 


to retreat to the South battery. They had alio 


obliged the guard by Mr. Laſſell's houſe (which 
we from our poſt had reinforced with two Ser- 
jeants and 20 men) to retire, and were ſcemingly 
advancing to attack our poſt in flank, through the 
Lell Baag, and intercept our retreat; but having 
brought one of the 18 pounders to bear upon 
them, and ſweep the whole eaſterly fide of the 
lefler great Tank, we ſtopped their career with 
much ſlaughter ; the fort at the ſame time keeping 
a warm firing upon them from the baſtions. Thus 
circumſtanced, Capt. Clayton ordered me (I think 

3 about 
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about five in the afternoon) to go down to the 
fort, and repreſent the ſtate of the battery, and 
receive orders, whether the poſt ſhould be with, 


drawn or maintained. The orders were to with- 


draw it immediately, and ſpike up the cannon we 
could not bring off. I returned with theſe orders, 
and, to my aſtoniſhment, found the two 18 poun- 
ders, and one of the fix pounders on the batte 

ſpiked up, and the poſt in fuch confulion as bars 
all deſcription. There was nothing could have 
prevented our bringing off the cannon, and mak- 
ing the moſt regular and ſoldier- like retreat, had 


we been commanded by an officer of reſolution and 


judgment; but as it was, our retreat had more 
the appearance of a confuled rout, bringing off 
only one field- piece, and the cannon ſpiked with 
fo little art, that they were eaſily drilled and turned 
againſt us, The orders for withdrawing this 
circumſtanced as it then was, carried the utmolt 
ropriety with it (the N N then made 
lodgments in the theatre and houſes cloſe round us) 
for though with our cannon and cohorn ſhells ad- 
vanced without the battery, we diſlodged the ene- 


my from two of the houſes, to wit, Mr. Bourchier's, 


and that formerly belonging to Mr. Twiſs; yet, 
in an hour more, not a man could have appeared 
on the battery, or ſtirred in or out of the Court- 
houſe, without being a dead-mark to the enemy 
to ſay nothing to our people's having been need- 
leſsly fatigued and harraſſed, to ſuch a degree, that 
I believe, in two hours more not a man of us would 
have had ſtrength enough to have walked to the 


fort. On the orders being iſſued for abandoning 


our poſt, precipitate orders were ſent to Captain 
ee and Captain: lieutenant Smith, imme- 
diately to withdraw from the other two advanced 
batteries, and ſpike up their cannon. The reaſon 
pleaded and urged in defence of this haity ſtep, 
Was 
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was the abſolute neceſſity of doing it as ſoon as the 
center battery was withdrawn, To this I am 
obliged to object, as a reaſon very inſufficient : if 
any reaſons at all ſubſiſted, for their being erected 
and maintained prior to the withdrawing the center 
battery, they ſubſiſted as much, if not more, after- 
wards; at leaſt, there was no cauſe in nature for 
the order for ſpiking up the cannon. The South 
advanced battery had never been attacked, the 
northerly had, in the morning, and repulſed the 
enemy; the only circumſtance to be apprehended, 
was the retreat of the troops being cut off, which 
was eaſily guarded againſt, as we knew the enemy 
was within our lines. A reſerve battery had been 


'thrown up acroſs the principal fouth avenue, juſt 


oppoſite to the Company's houſe, and cloſe under 
the cover of the guns from the two ſoutherly ba- 
ſtions, with intention that Captain Buchanan's com- 
mand ſhould retire to it with its cannon, in caſe he 
was obliged to retire from the advanced battery at 
the bridge; but this was never thought of. At 
this reſerve battery they could not be attacked, 
without infinite loſs to the enemy; nor flanked from 
the entrenchment cut through the park or Loll 
Baag, which, in its whole length, was ſcoured by 
our ſmall arms from the church; that and Mr. 
Eyre's houſe being taken poſſeſſion of on abandon- 
ing the center battery, which likewiſe ſecured the 

retreat of Captain- lieutenant Smith's command; ſo 
that there could be no reaſon of quitting either of 
theſe poſts in the precipitate manner they did, which 
was the cauſe of infinite confuſion amongſt our- 


ſelves, and of no ſmall encouragement to the enemy 
and proves a ſupport to the cenſure I think I have 
juſtly paſſed on our ſecond capital error, that it had 
been a happy incident if theſe out-poſts had never 
been thought of. I muſt not quit this ſubject, 
without doing particular juſtice to Lieutenant Blagg 
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* ten of our volunteers, (eight of them your 
covenanted ſervants) viz. Meſſrs. Law, Ellis, Took, 
N. Drake, Charles Smith, Wilkinſon, Dodd, Knap- 
ton, William Parker and Macpherſon theſe Gen- 
tlemen were detached from Captain Buchanan's 
poſt, to ſuſtain a Serjeant and 16 men poſted in Mr. 
Goddard's houſe, to defend the poſt at Mr. Put- 
ham's, and threw themſelves into Captain Min- 
chin's houſe, from the top of which they made a 
great laughter of the enemy; and when that poſt 
was forced, the Serjeant and his men made a pre- 
cipitate retreat to the battery, without once think- 
ing of the Gentlemen poſted at Captain Minchin's, 
where theſe had a long and bloody conflict with a 
number of the enemy, moſt unequal, and at laſt 
forced a retreat, glorious to themſelves, but with 
the loſs of two of their ſmall derachmept, viz. 
Meſſts. Smith and Wilkinſon, who by miſtake were 
ſeparated from the body; the firſt refuſed quarter, 
2 killed ſive of the enemy before he fell; the 
other called for quarter, but was denied it, and cut 
to pieces. 
43d. I have now brought you, Raine Sirs, 
to 2 fifth and laſt act of our tragedy of errors, 
which brought on as fatal and melancholy a cata- | 
{trophe, I believe, as ever the annals of any people, b 
or colony of people, ſuffered ſince the days of {i | 
Adam; to wit, the Governor, Meſſ. Manningham, 1 
Frankland, Macket, the principal officers, and a = 
conſiderable part of the colony, abandoning your 
fort, effects and garriſon, with the ſhips and veſſels, | 
whereby the retreat of thoſe who remained was to "4 
all intents and purpoſes cur off, to the number of : 3 
about 270 perſons, and left a ſacrifice to an exaſpe- 1145 
rated and mercileſs enemy; amongſt thoſe four of 
your council, a great number of your principal 
and valuable covenanted ſervants, three military 
> IMG ſeveral Commanders of ſhips, eight-or 
nine 
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nine commiſſioned officers, many of the principal 
inhabitants, and others. Our —— in this 
ew words ſummed 

wy in my letter of the 15th July from the capital 
the province, which I beg leave to repeat here, 
left that letter by any accident ſhould not have 
reached you. Mr, Pearke's waving his right of 
ſeniority, he, and the gentlemen in council, with 


the unanimous — of the gentlemen in the 
ſervice, che garriſon and inhabitants, elected me 


their Governor and Adminiſtrator of your af- 
Fairs during the troubles, and ſuſpended your Pre- 
ſident, and Meſſrs. Manningham, Frankland, and 
Macket, from your ſervice, for their breach of 
truſt; as alſo the military officers who accompa- 
nied them.“ In my letter above referred to, I 
indiſcriminately blamed the whole who had left us, 
in which I may well be excuſed, for I had it nor 
then in my power to make the juſt diſtinctions anti 
Exceptions I have here already done; for, in truth, 
it can be incumbent only on your Governor, 4 
Commander in Chief, and the Gentlemen of Coun- 
cil, and the officers who accompanied him in this 
defection, to vindicate, if poſſible, this piece of 
conduct; nor can it be wondered at, that thoſe 
neither in truſt nor command, ſhould quit a cauſe, 
where thoſe who bore the higheſt diſtinctions in 
both, deſerted it: That the fort was not tenable, 
is a truth cannot be contradicted, any more than 
that a general retreat, with all its effects public 
and private, might, with eaſe, have been effected, 
had thoſe on whom it refted done their duty. 
When I mention a general retreat, ] would be un- 
derſtood to mean no more than the European inha- 
bitants, the garriſon and their families; as for the 
multitudes of others that were (by an infatuation 
not to be accounted for) admitted into the fort, to 
the number of 6000 at leaſt, they muſt have been 

| abandoned ; 
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abandoned; they would have ſuffered nothing by 
being left behind, and would have cauſed much 
embarraſſment and diſtreſs to the whole by being 
embarked. As I have before done juſtice to the 
officers of militia and others, who were embarked 
without (I am convinced) having any intention of 
abandoning the fort, I muſt in this place likewiſe 
render juſtice, to the beſt of my knowledge and 
information, to the character of one of your Board, 
Mr. William Mackett : This gentleman had the 
command of the ſecond company of militia, and 
went to fee his lady (and children) on board the 
Dodaly the 18th at night, where he left her dan- 
gerouſly ill about 1x, and returned to the fort, 
though the ſtrongeſt perſuaſions, I am well in- 
formed, were uſed to detain him on board. Could 

conſideration or plea have been prevalent 
enough to ſhake that of honour, the ſituation of 
this gentleman's family, joined to thoſe perſuaſions, 
would have determined his ſtay; but he returned 
to the duty his honour called him to, and with the 
conſent and approbation of Mrs, Mackett. Early 
on the morning of the 19th, the Prefident, Mr. 
Mackett, the Reverend Mr. Mapletoft, myſelf and 
others, were employed in cutting open the bales of 
cotton, and filling it in bags, to carry upon the 
parapets ; then (I recollect) Mr. Mackett inti- 
mated to me the unhappy condition he left his lady 
in the preceding night, and expreſſed his defire and 


intention to ſtep on board for five minutes, to fee . * 


her: That this was the ſole motive of his going, 
without any deſign of abandoning the fort, I am 
convinced of; ard is, I think, proved by the 
whole of his behaviour during the fiege, and his 
return to the fort from the Dodaly the preceding 
night. With equal pleaſure I would embrace any, 
even probable, appearance to juſtify the conduct of 
your other ſervants in higher truſt; againſt whom, 
5 | | I with 
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I with more real concern ſay, the charge lies tod 
heavy and obvious to admit of extenuation. The 
proof, and ſupporting this charge, I could wiſh a 
taſk impoſed on any body elſe; but unluckily, 
none but myſelf is equal to it, as none can be fo 
well acquainted with the circumſtances attending 
it; and however galling the remembrance of my 
own chains, ſufferings and loſſes may be, they ſhall 
not influence me to deviate from truth, though 
ſuch remembrance may urge me to terms of ſeeming 
bitterneſs; hardly unavoidable, when thoſe ſufferings 
can be attributed to nought but the unaccountable 
conduct I am now impeaching—a conduct which 
(however palliated by a thouſand frivolous reaſons) 
will juſtly lay your Preſident and Meſſts. Man- 
ningham and Frankland open to the cenſure of 
breach of truſt, of the higheſt imprudence and 
inconſiſtence, and prove them ſtrangers to the very 
dictates of humanity. . 
44th. In what degree either of the above-named 
gentlemen may appear leſs culpable than the others, 
or really are ſo, is not my buſineſs to determine; 
this, Honourable Sirs, I will leave to your judg- 
ments and ſentence, whilſt I give you as faithful a 
ftatement of the facts, as in my power; that Meſſ. 
Manningham and Frankland's fling down from the 
fort with the Dodaly, and refuſing to return to it, 
and join our Councils the night of the 18th, though 
more than once ſummoned to it by your Preſident, 
were the primary cauſes of all the confuſion that 
eatued, will, I think, hardly admit of conteſt : 
The defence theſe Gentlemen make to exculpate 
themſelves, ſtands on the face of the Fulta conſul- 
tations of the 14th of July laſt, and is replied to by 
me, on my return from Balliſore, in a letter to the 
Board at Fulta, under date the 25th of October 
laſt, a copy of which I hereunto annex ; the de- 
parture of the Dodaly (of which thoſe gentlemen 
were 
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were part owners) and their refuſal to return, were 
the cauſe of jealouſies and fers, which otherwiſe 
would never haye exiſted ; and the garriſon were 
well vindicated in their concluſions, that when gen- 
tlemen, who bore the moſt dilinguiſhed characters 
both civil and military, had quitted and refuſed to 
return to their truſt, and duty, every man was pro- 
viding for himſelf the beſt he could. The Cap- 
tain of the Dodaly exculpates himſelf, by produc- 
ing from your Preſident an order of the 15th of 
June, purpoiting, that he ſhould obey all- ſuch 
orders as he ſhould receive from himſelf or Mr. 
Manningham; and theſe Gentlemen take the 
advantage of this order, to prove their power, 
and extenuate their departing with the ſhip 
a power which devolved to Mr. Manning- 
ham for quite another purpoſe, and cannot be 
wreſted, with either truth or propriety, to the 
purpoſe it is now produced to ſerve, as your Pre- 
ſident can well witneſs. The inſpection and neceſ- 
fary orders to be iſſued in matters relative to the 
Marine, was offered and undertaken by Mr, Man- 
ningham, to eaſe the Preſident, and not with the 
intention that he ſhould be thereby impowered to 
diſtreſs him and the garriſon with the defection of 
that ſhip, and of quitting a truſt which opened 
the way, and was, I believe, in ſome meaſure, the 
cauſe of your Preſident's quitting his truſt alſo on 
the ſucceeding morning, though I offer it not in 
ſufficient vindication of a conduct not to be vindi- 
cated in one who bore the character of governor 
and commander in chief of your fort and garriſon. 
That things were in the utmoſt confuſion I admit; 
that no proper order, rule or command was obſerved, 
is moſt true; that the proceedings of Meſſ. Man- 
ningham and Frankland were faſpicious and alar- 
ming, I grant; but on whom will all this reflect 
and recoil? Had, on the firſt refuſal theſe gentle- 
men 
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men made to join our councils at this important junc- 
ture, the ſhip been remanded back, under the cover 
of our guns, and a detachment ſent to bring them to 
their duty, in place of their being ſuffered to wait 
for one to defend the ſhip from the hazard they 
themſelves had brought her into, without orders or 
knowledge of any one in the garriſon, the meaſure 
would have ſpoke the governor and commander in 
chief; a thouſand miſchiefs had been avoided, nor 
he himſelf reduced the next day to the unhappy 
dilemma which at laſt ended in his following their 
example, to the deſtruction of thoſe left behind; 
and with the knowledge, that neither the Company's 
treaſure, books, or eſſential papers were embarked, 
no more than the immenſe property then depoſited 
in the fort, conſiſting of your own effects and of 
a mulritude of others, left miſerable and indigent 
by the deſertion; in having all means cut off from 
them of ſaving it, and with thoſe very ſhips that 
were employed and detained for its preſervation, 
Fortitude is not given to every one; and I may 
molt juſtly plead excuſe for any failure arifing fron 
our want of military know:edge ; it could not be 
expected from us, but every act of common pru- 
dence- will: If the lives of ſo many brave and 
valuable men, who periſhed by this conduct, meri- 
red no regard, the gentlemen's own ſupport with 
their Employers depended on their having a regard 
to their effects entruſted to their charge; as trea- 
furers, it was incumbent chiefly on them to ſee 
that the treaſure was embarked; this was a meaſure 
judged eligible in a Council of War, before the 
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fort was judged not tenable, and ſure ought imme- 


diately to have been carried into execution. That 
Cooleys could not be obtained to carry that and the 
Company's books off, as alledged on the face of 
the Fulta conſultations, muſt appear to every body 
then in garriſon, and indeed to the whole world, a 
pretence 
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pretence to palliate a needleſs pannic, diſorder and 
neglect. That money and effects were that night 
embarked, is a truth known to every body; and on 
ſuppoſition there was not a Cooley in the fort, a 
ſingle Topaz could have embarked the laſt year's 
books, the conſultations and eſſential papers. But 
it muſt appear a fact beyond contradiction, that 
theſe, and every thing elſe, were ſacrificed and 
abandoned to the conſideration of theſe gentle- 
men's own ſafety ; though that no ways endangered, 
but from the ſteps taken to ſecure it; for had we 
been joined in our councils,” and the ſhips: con- 
tinued under the protection of our guns, or brought 
back, and any the leaſt command exerted, we had 
it in our power to leave the Suba the bare walls of 
your fort only, without à gun in it that would 
have been of any uſe to him, or injury to us or the 
ſhipping. ' Had we remained united in our force, 
and proper ſpirit ſhewn, and examples made, what 
could have been apprehended from a few drunken 
Dutch ſoldiers, or a few ſeditions among the rabble 
of the militia; the Preſident, council, officers, 
gentlemen in the ſervice, volunteers, and principal 
inhabitants, were ſurely more than equal to quell 
any tumult that could have been raiſed by thoſe, 
to have obſtructed an orderly retreat with every 
thing of value depoſited in the fort. Had this 
been done with proper coolneſs and reſolution, 
and the whole colony proceeded as early in Auguſt 
as the fleet could puſh out to Fort St. George, 
with the effects, public and private, immenſe had 
been the gain ro both; there proper meaſures 
might have been expeditiouſly conſulted and 
adopted, for the re- eſtabliſhment of the ſettlement ; 
and the remains of our ſhattered and diſtreſſed 
colony would have found repoſe and ſhelter : this 
ſtep would have been eligible, even in the wretched 
circumſtances they retired; but the misfortune is, 

errors 
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errors are fruitful, and generally beget one another; 
the pannic which ſeized the gentlemen in com- 
mand, never loſt its influence; the little ſayed 
was, In the general confuſion, loſt at Tanners 
and Buzbudgea : and in place of continuing their 
rout to. Fort St. George, the alternative of reſiding 
at Fulta was determined on, and ſuch advices bor 
warded to that preſidency by Mr. Manningham, 
as made it a caſe.of neceſſity to remain there, under 
ſuch diſadvantages and diſtreſſes as I believe hardly 
ever a wretched people laboured, and at an im- 
menſe expence to yourſelves in ſupporting the 
colony, and freight of ſnips for their reception 
and defence; part of your expence, indeed, daily 
leſſened, by the multitude of deaths here, which 
has proved a grave to a large portion of the colony, 
and to more than half the detachment and officers, 
ſent under Major Kilpatrick; all which might have 
been avoided by a prudent procedure to Madraſs, 
as above. Why this was not done, in preference 
to the advices ſent, and our miſerable reſidence 
here, I am a ſtranger, and have not yet received or 
heard one tolerable reaſon to ſupport the meaſure. 
It has been alledged, the quitting the river would 
have been giving up the cauſe; had this been done, 
it would have been only giving up a cauſe already 
loft; and which they themſelves had firſt . 
doned : the fleet's quitting the river, would have 
lulled the enemy into a ſecurity which would great- 
ly have facilitated the retaking your ſettlement; 
whereas our reſidence in it has kept them on the 
alarm, -and preparations are made for the defence 
of it, which probably would never have been 
thought of. Nor is it poſſible, in my conception, 
to account for this ſtrange perſeverance in miſery, 
and heavy charge to yourſelves, but from two 
motives, which ſwayed the councils of thoſe gentle- 
men who had quitted your fort, OO ant 
effects, 
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effects, whilſt they hore the characters of command 
in it. Conſcious and ſelf- convicted of a conduct 
not to be vindicated, it became neceſſary that one 
of their own body ſhould be diſpatched to give the 
firſt impreſſion of it; had they proceeded with the 
colony, a hundred mouths, would have been open 
to report their conduct as well as their own. This 
Honourable Sirs, muſt, I think, have been the 
principle they acted on, to allow them the ſhadow 
of conſiſtence ; if the gentlemen ſupport their 
remaining in the river 1 5 other even probable 
reaſons, I will be the firſt to retract my ſentiments 
not my ſentiments alone, but that of near the whole 
colony. More, I think, I need not ſay in ſupport 
of my charge againſt theſe gentlemen; that they 
juſtly incur the cenſure of breach of truſt, have 
acted with the greateſt imprudence, and been 
conſiſtent in nothing but errors, from the firſt mo- 
ment they meditated abandoning your fort in the 
manner they did; it remains only that I prove 
they might ſafely have retrieyed this unhappy ſtep, 
by a return to it with all the ſhips, and that, by 
this neglect, they not only further merit the cenſure 
I have already paſſed on them, but that of being 
ſtrangers alſo to the very dictates of humanity. _ 
45th. The Dodaly (with Meſſrs. Manningham 
and Frankland) and ſome other veſſels, fell down 
the river the 18th at night. Your Preſident, with 
the reſt. of the ſhips, veſſels and boats, followed 
them the 19th, about nine in the forenoon : they 
lay. in fight of our fort, and flag flying, until the 
20th, About 11 in the forenoon, «we ſaw the St. 
George, our laſt reſource, was a- ground, and 
could not come down to our ſuccour, and heard us 
engaged with the enemy during all this period. — 
They knew the deſperate ſtate rhey had left and 
abandoned us in, without all poſſibility or means to 
eſcape or retreat; and this their own doing: They 
x "OY were 
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were ſenſible, we had not ammunition to defend the 
fort two days, or, if we had, that our ſtrength, 
with continued fatigue, watching, and action, was 
exhauſted, and that we were reduced to the wretched 
alternative of either ſacrificing our lives, by re- 
ſolving to die ſword in hand, or ſurrender ourſelves 
to an e and mercileſs enemy; and yet neither 
ſhips, veſſel, or boat, were ſent to favour our 
retreat, enquire what was our fate, or whether we 
exiſted, or had * To palliate this, (I be- 
lieve, unequalled inhumanity) the danger of re- 
turning with the ſhips has been, I hear, alledged. 
Capt. Grant, in his letter to us, in vindication of 


himſelf, the 20th Auguſt, aſſerts, he more than 
once urged your Preſident to move up with all the 
ſhips and ſloops before the fort, once in the pre- 


ſence of Capt. Voung, Commander of the Dodaly, 
who repreſented it as a dangerous attempt. I ſub- 
mit it to you, Honourable Sirs, to determine, 

whether your Preſident ought to have remained 
ſatisfied with an anſwer of this kind, or whether the 
ſhips would have run greater riſk in moving up to 
the fort, than they did in moving down from it; or 
if there actually had been danger in the attempt, of 
which there was not even the ſhadow, whilſt we re- 
mained in poſſeſſion of the fort, was the preſervation 
of ſo many brave and valuable men as were cooped 
up in it, with your treaſure, effects, books, &c. of 
fuch ſmall eſtimation with gentlemen, as not to 
merit one attempt to retrieve them, though even 
this attempt had been attended with danger? But 
it has been urged, that they were at no certainty 
whether we were in poſſeſſion of the fort, or not; 
and by ſome conjectured, that we had ſurrendered, 
or the place had been taken by aſſault, and that 
the flag was only kept flying by the enemy to decoy 
the flect back. But if theſe were the doubts that 


actuated them, why did they not ſatisfy themſelves ? 
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A fingle ſloop or boat ſent up the night of the 
19th, might have hailed us from the baſtions, 
without riſk, even if the place had been in poſſeſ- 
ſion of the enemy, the contrary of which they 
would have been aſcertained of, and the fleet might 
have moved up that night. This motion would 
have put freſh ſpirits into us, and given diſmay to 
the enemy, already not a little diſheartened by the 
numbers ſlain in the day when diſlodged from the 
houſes round us, and otherwiſe, particularly by our 
ſhells and cannon at Lady Ruſſell's and the Court- 
houſe. Had the ſhips moved up, and our forces 
reunited, and part of the ammunition on board 
them been diſembarked for the ſervice of the fort, 
the Suba might at laſt have been obliged to retreat 
with his army, or at worſt the effects might have 
been ſhipped off the 2oth, even in the face of the 
enemy, without their having power to obſtruct it, 
and a general retreat made _ the whole garriſon, 
as glorious to ourſelves, all circumſtances conſidered, 
as a victory would have been; the Gentlemen would 
then have found a plan ready formed, to the 
minuteſt circumſtance, for a general retreat, that 
would have been attended with no diſorder, con- 
fuſion, or difficulty, if proper reſolution and com- 
mand had appeared: Had your Preſident, as was 
incumbent on him, hoiſted his flag on board the 
Dodaly, of which he was likewiſe part owner, 
and moved up even the 20th, not a man or veſſel 
but would have followed him, and he would then 
have been early enough to have given a new face to 
things; but, in place of that, he rendered himſelf 
totally inexcuſable, by not only quitting us him- 
ſelf, but in telling others, and amongſt them ſome 
of the Officers ot the Militia then on board the 
Dodaly, That the retreat was general; thereby 
cooling the reſolutions and endeavours of thoie 
who. were returning to us, and had never once 
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entertained a thought of quitting the fort. The 
want of boats has been another cauſe alledged for 

a general retreat not being practicable. Were there 
any grounds for this aſſertion, where did the fault 
lie? Though there might have been few boars at 
the Crane Gat, when the Preſident went off, yet 
it is a known truth, that the wharfs to the right 
and left were lined with them; and that not one of 
them ſtirred from the ſhore, until immediately after 

he put off, when they all rowed acroſs the river, 
moſt of them with grain on board; and this 
defertion occaſioned by negle&t of the obvious 

| meaſure of having a ſufficient guard over them. 
But to obviate every excuſe that can poſſibly be 
urged againſt the facility with which we could have 
made the retreat general, I will ſuppoſe there had 
not a country- boat exiſted, thoſe belonging to the 
ſhips, and the ſmall craft, brought cloſe in ſhore 
would have been amply ſufficient to have embarked 
the effects, garriſon, and their families, which we 
had not at all deſpaired of effecting, even with the 
Saint George's three or four boats, (had ſhe happily 
come down to our ſuccour) and the aſſiſtance of 
Captain Witherington's pinnace, then lying at the 
Crane. But, in ſhort, Honourable Sirs, it is not 
to be wondered at, that, in a panick ſuch as evi- 
dently poſſeſſed thoſe in the chief command and 
direction, means the moſt obvious ſhould either not 
4 occur, or be neglected; nor that handles, the moſt 
= weak and improbable, ſhould be laid hold of, to 
| extenuate the conduct reſulting from it: As ſuch I 
think myſelf juſtified, in treating every reaſon ad- 
vanced in vindication of theſe gentlemen quirting 
the fort in the manner they did, and not returning, 
when it was ſo demonſtrably in their power, and 
thereby e 4 means of ſaving your treaſure, 
books, and effects; of preſerving the lives of the 
many gallant worthy men, who periſned in their 
eee | defence, 
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defence, and thus fell a ſacrifice ; of preventing the 
tears of the fatherleſs children and widows, left 
deſtitute and unhappy, as well as thoſe of the 
many parents and relations, deprived thus of the 
ornaments of their families, in the miſerable deaths 
of a number of the moſt promiſing youths you 
ever had in your ſervice; and laſtly, of ſaving 
myſelf, and others, your faithful ſervants, from 
chains, ſharne, and impriſonment, with other 
diſtreſſes and ſufferings hardly to be deſcribed, 
46th. This ſubject, Honourable Sirs, diſagree- 
able as it is, I muſt not quit, without ſpeaking to 
an aſperſion which has been ſpread in the fleet, 
and I doubt not elſewhere, that, * thoſe who 
were left behind, and ſome of the principal of 
«© them intended going, had not the means of do- 
“ing it been cut off from them, and ſo made a 
e virtue of neceſſity.” This aſſertion I will ven- 
ture to term bold as well as baſe, being founded 
on the conjecture only of ſome, with impotent 
hopes to reduce others on a level with themſelves 
the intentions of the heart are impenetrable but to 
the breaſt it dwells in, therefore I can only ſay, I 
ſolemnly believe that not a man left in the fort had 
any intention or deſign of quitting it, but in a ge- 
neral retreat, nor could ought be diſcovered in 
their behaviour, that either did then or could ſince 
give me cauſe to alter my ſentiments. As to my- 
ſelf, againſt whom I don't queſtion but this ſlander 
is chiefly aimed; it has allo been as audacioufly 
ſaid, that I was not only privy to your Preſident's 
going away, but was to have gone with him; of 
both he has honourably and publickly acquitted 
me; my knowing myſelf free from this ſcandalous 
imputation of intending to quit your fort {other- 
wile than in a general retreat) is not enough, it is 
my duty to convince my Honourable Maſters like- 
wiſe, that ſuch could not be my deſign; if it had, 
Y 4 | my 


o 
= , 
= 
1 * 
W 
1 
1 \ 
1 
21 1 
7 * 

+ ö 
14 * 
0 1 
+ ASFA 

4 Ya 

5 . 

l N 4 
4 8 
* * 

1 +3 

+ $84 
4? = 
at 4 
1 
75 
Ef 
FJ I 
SF. l 
FG 
: : 
14 14 
l 4 * 

288 0 
* 14 y 
is . ; 
' {EM 
FF $4 

_ = 

25 
* 
_ 
G * 4. 
A Sw 
. 
＋ de 
2 
7 F* 
ix * 
24 4 
2 
4 l 
FL 
Y 4-4 
[on 
: 1 

. 
e 

Ps 

* 
710 is 

TE. 

7 A 4 
> 16 
11 

= 

ub 
#4 
iS 7 
1 


„ x % 
6 » * * 
0 


L 328 3 
my motives were ſuperior, the means equally in my 
power, and the reflection leſs in proportion to the 
leſs. command and truſt inveſted in me. Theſe 
gentlemen declare they embarked no private effects 
belonging either to themſelves or conſtituents. The 
Diligence Snow then lying at my Gat, I ſent or- 
ders the 18th afternoon from the outer battery, to 
embark my caſh, plate, eſſential papers, and ſome 
Jewels, in all to the value of about fifty to fifty- 
two thouſand Arcot Rupees, which was done by 
my own people, my ſervants having before brought 
me word every Cooley in the ſettlement was em- 
ployed in emptying the rice boats at the factory, 
ſo that they could not get people to carry them to 
the fort, where moſt people's valuable effects were 
depolited ; my Godowns being unfortunately full 
of heavy and cumberſome goods, there was no 
poſſibility of embarking them, or depoliting them 
in the fort, and my houſe ſo far detached as ſurely 
to be one of the firſt poſſeſſed and plundered by the 
enemy, which ſo happened, —Had my intention 
been to abandon the ſettlement, the temptation was 
great, and ſtill greater, as the whole remains of 
my fortune then in Calcutta were embarked, the 
means in my own hands, the veſſel under no com- 
mand but my own, without any poſſibility of my 
being obſtructed the whole night of the 18th, or 
the morning of the 19th. If ſuch had been my 
deſign, I might have laid hold of the pretence to 
accompany Mrs. Drake, and the ladies embarked 
on board the Diligence, about eleven the night of 
the 18th, or afterwards, when I requeſted and ſent 
Monſieur Le Beaume, with three of my ſervants 
to embark on board that veſſel, for the greater 
ſecurity of her and the ladies. Such were the 
opportunities, and ſuch were the temptations I 
had to have quitted your fort, but the thought 
never entered my breaſt, nor of any one elſe, with 
| | the 
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the certainty of the retreat being general the ſuc- 
ceeding night; and that I neither did go, nor 
had a ſentiment that tended to it, I am ſtill happy 
in; and notwithſtanding all my ſufferings ; and 
with this reflection, that had I gone, I had in all 
human probability ſaved the above remains of my 
fortune, which fell a prey to the enemy the 2 iſt, 
at Buzbudgee, without any one friendly, humane, 
or ſalutary ſtep being taken by the fleet or thoſe 
who commanded in it to preſerve the Snow : The 
officer on board, having weighed in the general 
rout, and accompanied the other ſhips without my 
orders or knowledge. As to our having“ made a 
virtue of neceſſity,” theſe gentlemen ſhould be 
the laſt to reproach us, or take advantage even in 
expreſſion of the neceſſity they had reduced us to; 
that any has aſſumed a virtue from it, I do not 
believe; we did our duty and no more, in defend- 
ing your property as long as was in our power, 
which certainly is a virtue comparatively conſi- 

dered, with reſpect to thoſe who did not do fo. 
47th. Thus, Honourable Sirs, I have with 
ſtrict truth to the utmoſt of my knowledge and 
remembrance, traced out and laid before you, the 
cauſes and various capital errors, which occaſioned 
the loſs of your Preſidency and ſettlements in theſe 
rovinces. Neceſlary as it has been, I am ſenſible 
by what I feel myſelf on this ſubject, how unpleaſ- 
ing to you, therefore will not give you further 
pain, than in the addition of a few lines, explain- 
ing the manner your fort was taken, on which 1 
find I have in my letters from Muxadabad and 
Hougly been rather too ſhort. | 
. 48th. Having been preſſed at different times on 
the 2oth, by the gentlemen of council and others, 
to throw out a flag of truce, I oppoſed it as much 
as poſſibie, foreſeeing the little utility would ariſe 
from it, conſidering the enemy we had to deal with, 
. e and 


„ 
and that they were as perfectly acquainted with our 
diſtreſſed ſituation, as we ourſelves; however, to 
quiet the minds of every body as much as in my 
power, I cauſed a letter to be wrote the 2oth, 
early in the morning, by Omychund, who was 
left a priſoner in the fort, to Raja Monick Chund, 
to the following purport. * That, as he and his 
« houſe had always been a friend and tenant to the 
* Engliſh, we hoped to experience it on this occa- 
„ fjon, and that he would uſe his influence with 
the Suba, to order his troops to ceaſe hoſtilities , 
* that we were ready to-obey his commands, and 
« perſiſted only in defending the fort, in preſer- 
* vation of our lives and honours.” At this pe- 
riod I was at no certainty of the Suba's being at 
the ſiege in perſon, and all the hopes I had from 
this letter, or a flag of truce, was to amuſe them 
until the Sr. George came down, and that we might 
have the night to make our general retreat in. 
About noon, as I before obſerved, the enemy were 
repulſed from the attacks they made this day to the 
northward, and a ceſſation on both ſides enſued for 
more than two hours, and not one of the enemy to 
be ſeen; the gentlemen of council, officers and in- 
habitants, ſtill preſſing me, I was prevailed on to 
conſent to a flag of truce being thrown our before 
dark. About four in the afternoon, word was 
brought me that one of the enemy was advancing 

with a flag in his hand, and called to ceaſe firing, 
and that we ſhould have quarter if we favtetidered 
this was.judged.a favourable juncture to anſwer it 
with a flag of truce; accordingly I repaired with 
the flag on the original S. E. Baſtion, where Cap- 
tain Buchanan was then poſted, and ordered firing 
to ceaſe. I had a letter prepared with me, ad- 
dreſſed to Roy Doolub, general of his forces, im- 
porting an overture to ceaſe hoſtilities, till the Suba 
could be wrote to, and his pleaſure known. This 
letter 
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letter I threw over the ramparts, and hoiffed the 
flag of truce on the baſtion; the letter was taken 
up by the perſon who advanced with the flag, who 
retired with it: ſoon after, multitudes of the enemy 
came out of their hiding places round us, and 
flocked under the walls; a ſhort parly enſued, 1 
demanded a truce to hoſtilities, until the Suba's 
pleaſure could be known; to which I was an- 
ſwered by one of his officers from below, that the 
Suba was there, and his pleaſure was that we ſhould 
immediately ſtrike our colours arid ſurrender the 
fort, and ourſelves, and that we ſhould have quar- 
ter. I was going to reply, when at that inſtant 
Mr. William Bailie, ſtanding near me, was ſlightly 
wounded by a muſket ball from the enemy, on the 
fide of his head, and word was brought me that 
they were attempting to force the S. W. barrier, 
and were cutting at the eaſtern gate. On being 
aſcertained of this, I ordered Captain Buchanan 
to point a cannon from the Baſtion, which flanked 
the eaſtern curtain, and told them to withdraw 
from the walls, or I. would inſtantly fire amongſt 
them; they withdrew, and I immediately took 
down the flag of truce, and ſtept to the parade to 
iſſue orders for a general diſcharge of our cannon 
and ſmall arms. The moment I arrived there, 
Captain Dickſon, (who now commands the Lively 
Grabb, at preſent in your ſervice) and Juſt after 
him Enſign Walcot came running to me, and told 
me the weſtern gate was forced by our own people 
and betrayed. I inftantly ſent Enſign Walcot with 
orders to ſee if there was no poſſibility of ſecuring 
it again; he returned and told me it was impoſſible, 
for the locks and bolts were forced off. On this 
I returned to Captain Buchanan's poſt, and found 
ſome of the enemies colours planted on the baſtion: 
T aſked him how he came to fuffer it; he replied 
he found farther reſiſtance was in vain, for that the 
— moment 
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moment I had left him, advice was brought him 
of the weſtern gate being betrayed, and turning 
myſelf I ſaw below multitudes of the enemy, who 
had entered that way, and others who had ſcaled 
by the S. W. baſtion, and the new Godowns, that 
baſtion and the barrier, as I afterwards learnt, hav- 
ing been deſerted the time the weſtern gate was 
forced. To the firſt Jemmautdaar who ſcaled at 
the S. W. baſtion I advanced, and delivered my 
Piſtols ; he told me to order inſtantly our colours 
to be cut down; I replied, I would give no ſuch 
orders, they were — — of the fort, and might 
order it themſelves ; he demanded my ſword, I 
refuſed delivering it, but in preſence of the Suba, 
on which the Jemmautdaar carried me round the 
ramparts, oppoſite to where the Suba was below, 
without the walls, from thence I made him the 
cuſtomary Salaam, and delivered my {word to his 
Jemmautdaar; the Suba from his litter returned 
my Salaam, and moved round to the northward, 
and entered the fort by the ſmall weſtern gate. 1 
had three interviews with him that evening, one in 
Durbar. At firſt he expreſſed much reſentment at 
our preſumption, in detending the fort againſt his 
army with ſo few men, aſked why I did not run 
away with my Governor, &c. ſeemed much diſap- 
pointed and diſſatisfied at the ſum found in the 
treaſury, aſked me many queſtions on this ſubject, 
to all which I made the beſt reply that occurred; 
and on the conclufion he affured me on the word of 
a ſoldier, that no harm ſhould come to me, which 
he repeated more than once, The conſequence 
proved how little regard was paid to this aſſurance, 
tor I was with the reſt of my fellow ſufferers, about 
eight at night, crammed into the Black-Hole Pri- 
| fon, and paſt a night of horrors I will not attempt 
to deſcribe, as they bar all deſcriptions. On the 
enſuing morning, (the 21ſt of June) I was taken 

out 


333 J 


out from amongſt the dead, and again carried be⸗ 
fore the Suba, more dead than alive; he ſeemed 
little affected when I told him the miſerable cata- 
ſtrophe of my companions; he anſwered me, by 
ſaying, he was well informed there was an im- 
Le treaſure buried or ſecreted in the fort, and 
that I was privy to it, and commandeù me to poin 
but where it was hid, if I expected favour (one of 
his Jemmautdaars had told me on the way the cauſe 
of my being ſent for, and adviſed me to make a 
full diſcovery, or that I ſhould be ſhot off from the 
mouth of a cannon the next half hour.) I urged 
every thing poſſible againſt the information he Fad 
received, or that if ſuch a thing had been done, I 
was totally a ſtranger to it; but all I could fa 
ſeemed to gain no credit with the Suba, who or- 
dered me a priſoner, under charge of one of his 
generals, Mhir Modun, and with me Mleſſrs. 
Court, Walcot and Burdet, as intimated in my 
letter from Muxadabad, to which letter J 
leave to refer for the account cf our ſubſequent 
ſufferings, and to ſubfcribe myſelf, with the moſt 
perfect reſpect and duty, * rr 
Honourable Sirs, 
Your ever faithful 5 

Fulta, ** zoth, and obedient humble ſervant. 

1756. | | 


Mr. HoLwer.'s Minute and Diſſent in Council, the 
20th of Auguſt, 1756, at Fulta, referred to in 
_ "the preceding letter of the 25th October. 


R. Holwell obſerves that we have a bill 

before us, amounting to Arcot Rupees 
64662 8 Annaes, on account of expences and 
damages of ſhip Dodaly, commencing gth of 
June, 1756. —— He further remarks, that the 
charge of this ſhip is founded on her being 
taken up for the defence of the Company's fort, 


effects, 
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effects, and ſettlement; but that ſhe abandoned 
5 defence, by falling down from the fort and 
tlement, without orders, the 18th, of June at 
night; to which he cannot help attributing all the 
misfortunes which enſued. —He therefore, diſſents 
15 any payment or conficeration being made by 
he Honourable Company, on account of her 
ng loſs or damage ark d i in the ſaid bill, 
88 for 12 35 &c. for the uſe of the 
Company's ! ervants on board, RI | 


Lot. wELL s Monute on the Fuülta Saale l 
ut PR 52. Joining the Agency, at that place. 


q n ulla, Igth Auguſt, 1756. 
NAPT AIN Dugald Campbell's. commiſſion 
being tendered to Mr. Holwell to ſign, he 

refuſed. the "fame, and requeſted the ' gentlemen 

would Pleaſe to excuſe his not ſigning that, 
or any other paper whatſoever, in the preſent 
ſtate of the N n for the owing 

reaſans 3 

/ 1ſt; He conceives that when the Honourable the 

late Preſident, and Meſſrs. Manningham, Frank- 

land, and Macket abandoned the fort and garriſon 
of Fort William/the 48th and 19th of June laſt, 
and quitted the defence of theſe and the Honour. 
able Company's effects, they did, by ſuch act, to 
all intents and purpoſes, diveſt themſelves of all 
right or pretenlio ons to the future goyernment of 
the Company's affairs, or the colony. 

2dly. her on the ſaid abdication of the Ho- 
nourable the late Preſident, and Meſſrs. Manping- 
ham, Frankland, and Macket, the remaining geu- 
tlemen of Council (the only government then 
ſubſiſting) did, with the unanimous approval of 
the gatriſon, officers, &c. elect and appoint, in 

Council, him, Mr. Holwell, Governor of the fort 

and garriſon, and adminiſtrator of the * $ 

affairs 


- 
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affairs during the troubles ; his right to which 


latter appointment, he does not think the gentle- 
men at preſent conſtituting the Agency have any 
juſt power to diyeſt him of, or with-hold from him; 
howloever, and under whatſoever other head the 
remainder of the colony, who are not ſervants to. 
the Company, may think proper to diſpoſe; of 
themſelves. . | ror 41; 

3dly. That the late Preſident, and Meſſrs. Man- 
ningham, Frankland, and Macket being (juſtly as 
he conceives) the 19th of June in Council, ſuſ- 
pended the Honourable Company's ſervice, he 
thinks this act alone ſufficient to diveſt them of all 
future rule in any matters relative to the Company's 
affairs, until cheir pleaſure from Europe be known. 
The more eſpecially as the ſaid ſuſpenſion met with 
(as he is informed) the approval and aſſent of 
Meſſrs. Watts and Collet, in their diſavowing any 
ſubjection to be due to the orders of the Agency, 
iſſued to them from Fulta; a confirmation of the 
ſuſpenſion by ſix members, the majority of the 
whole Council. eee 

4thly. That in conſequence of the before- recited 
tranſaction, he thinks Mr. Peter Amyat (the ſenior 
ſervant of the Company then preſent) was on his 
joining the fleet with his factory of Luckypore, 
the only perſon inyeſted with any juſt title or au- 
thority to conduct the affairs and concerns of the 
Company, and to aſſociate with him as many of 
their ſervants next in ſtanding to him, as he thought 
neceſſary, until the arrival of the gentlemen of the 
board of Calcutta, who lay under no cenſure or 
ſuſpicion from the ſervice. 

5thly and laſtly, That, to avoid the further 
embroiling his Honourable Employers affairs, by 
raiſing feuds and differences, which might enſue 


by his openly and publicly aſſerting and claiming 
his undoubted title to the adminiſtration of them, 


he 
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he ſubmits ſuch his juſt right to the breaſts of the 
Agency themſelves, and will quietly abide by their 
determination; but cannot, by any act of his own, 
either wave ſuch his juſt title, or admit any juſt 
authority to be inveſted in the Agency; a cha- 
racter aſſumed, in his abſence, without right; and 
permitted by che indulgence only of the remainder 
of the colony, and now continued, as he conceives, 
ro the prejudice of the rights of himſelf and others. 

He 2 thinks himſelf juſtified in refuſing to 
ſign any paper or conſultation: whatſoever, which 
he cannot do conſiſtently with himſelf, as' he can- 
not conſider himſelf in any other view, or point 'of 
light, than in that in which the laſt ſubſiſting go- 
vernment of Fort William placed him; but ſhall, 
notwithſtanding, be always ready to devote bis 
perſon and counſel to the intereſt of his Honour- 
able Maſters affairs, wherever they call him. To 
that purpoſe ſhall duly attend the councils of the 
Agency, agreeably to the requeſt of the Honour- 
able the late Preſident made to him in Writing the 
12th inſtant. 


Copy of the Prefident 5 Letter. abovementioned to 
Mr. Holwell. 


To 8 Z. Hotwzu, Ee 


-"$ 1'R;] 


AD not our boat been ſo extremely leaky, 1 
] purpoſed doing myſelf the pleaſure of wait- 
ing on you this morning. 
We have concluded to meet on ſhore, on Mon- 
days, Wedneſdays, and Fridays. It will be an 
infinite ſatisfaction that you will be pleaſed to join 
us, particularly to me, who eſteem your advice, 
and who am, very truly, 
Your moſt obedient bumble ſervant, 
Thurſday, 


Aug. 12, 1756, Signed) ROGER DRAKE, jun. 
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Ni. B. Some few days ſubſequent to the above 
tranſaction, the Agency thought it highly eſſential 

to elect and conſtitute a Secret Committee; and 
urging to Mr. Holwell, that the good of the ſervice 
required his being one of that body; but that 
ſuch election was impoſſible, unleſs he receded 
from his reſolution of not ſigning; he therefore 
was prevailed upon to recede from that part of his 
minute only, on the above confideration, and to 
evince that no private motive or reſentment could 
ſway him to any determination detrimental to his 
employers ſervice. The Committee was accord- 

ingly appointed, conſiſting of the Preſident, Major 
Kilpatrick, and Mr. Holwell. 
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To the Honourable: Roger Drake, Eſq Se. Council, 
5 at Fulta. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, Fulta, Oct. 2 8 1756. 

O N. a late peruſal of your Fulta conſultations 
of the 14th of July, I find myſelf called, 


upon (amongſt others of the ſurviving members of 14 
the Council of War, held in Calcutta the 18th of Bite 
June laſt) to atteſt the aſſertion of Meſſrs. Manning- ni 
him and Frankland, touching their being ordered 198 
by that Council of War, To embark the Euro- i 5 
ͤäpean women on board the Dodaly and Diligence, I 
« with a detachment of 30 men to. guard the ſaid, of 


« ſhips, with directions to move the Dodaly clear 
« of the ſmall craft, with which ſhe was incum- 
6 bered, and of the enemy's fire.” Moſt ſorry I 
am, gentlemen, to find myſelf obliged to ſpeak on 
a ſubject ſo very diſagreeable to my memory ; but 
the whole proceedings of that council appearing to 
my conception of ſo extraordinary a nature, joined 
to the conſideration of my minute and diſſent in 
Couneil of the 2d September laſt (againſt any 
allowance being made the owners of the * 
| A. a or 8 
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for her loſs and damages) that I cannot remain 
filent without incurring my own cenfure, as well 
as the imputation from you, of much injuſtice in 
my minute above referred to. Thus far I thought 
it neceſſary to apologize for giving you trouble at 
this juncture, and ſhall, with your leave, proceed 
to ſpeak with that ſtrict regard which every gentle- 
man owes to truth, not only to the particulars I am 
called on by thoſe gentlemen to atteſt, but to the 
whole proceedings of that Council of the 14th 
July; and conſider the defence Meſſrs. Manning- 
hack and Frankland there make, for depriving the 
Company's forts, effects and garriſon, of the ſuc- 
cour of that ſhip; and then ſubmit the juſtice of 
my ſaid minutes and diſſent, to the determination 
of yourſelves and my Honourable Employers, 
That the European women were ordered to be 
embarked by the Council of War of the 18th, is 
true; but that Meſſrs. Manningham and Frank- 


land ſhould embark them, was no part of the 


order; -thoſe gentlemen tendered themſelves for 


that ſervice, to which none objected publickly, 


though myſelf, with many others, thought their 


ſtations, both civil and military, were of fuch 
Importance as might well have excuſed them from 


that ſervice. 50 
That there was any partwubur order relative to 
the Diligence, do not remember; and think I can 
truly atteſt the contrary : Mrs. Drake, Mrs. Map- 
letofr, Mrs. Coales and Mrs. Wedderburn, with 
their families, being embarked on board that veſſel, 
was purely the reſult of my own advice to them, 
A the Dodaly would be extremely crouded, 
and they had my order to be received on board, 


the ſhi p being under my direction. 


— —k— e067 2929-ordered for 
re defence of theſe ſhips, I do not remember; and 
ſhould eertainly have * to any ſuch meaſure, 

—— Nad 
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had it been propoſed whilſt I was in the councif of 
war, as it certainly was both imprudent and need- 
leſs: Imprudent, as it would have been a con- 
fiderable weakening a fatigued garriſon who had 
barely a relief from duty; and needleſs, whilſt the 
ſhips. remained under the cover of our fort. | 

That thoſe gentlemen had directions to remove 
the Dodaly clear of the ſmall craft, with which ſhe 
was incumbered, and the enemy's fire, are aſſertions 
to me totally new; and I can truly atteſt was no 
ps the order of the council of war, nor know 
from what quarter ſuch directions went; but if 
ſhe really was incumbered with ſmall craft, there 
would ſurely have been more propriety in moving 
them, than her: or on ſuppoſition propriety was 
attended to, yet ſurely whatever directions thoſe 
gentlemen had, did not, nor could imply, that 
they were to remove her as low as Mr. Margas's 
houſe ; a ſtation where ſhe was more expoſed to the 
enemy's fire, had they taken the advantage, de- 
prived of the benefit of our guns and ſmall arms, 
and rendered uſeleſs, as to the defence and ſuccour 
of the ſettlement; and contrary to Mr. Manning- 
ham's expreſs promiſe to me, that ſhe ſhould not. 
ſtir from under the cover of the fort. 

Touching the other part of the charge laid 
againſt thoſe gentlemen, by the colony, as a juſt 
objection to Mr. Manningham's being ſent to the 
preſidency of Fort St. George, viz. that of their 
refuſing -joining the Councils when ſent for, I can 
form no judgment, further than I can collect from 
the defence of thoſe gentlemen as entered in the 
conſultation of the 14th July, being a ſtranger 
to the nature of the orders the Preſident ſent by 
Captain Wedderburn, and ſubſequently by Mr. 
Holmes, for their return to the fort.— I was myſelf 
but juſt come in from the center battery, when the 
Council of War in the —_— of 18th was _ 
Wo os 2 2 
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anck having been the preceding night and day ex- 
hauſted with continued fatigue, without reſt or 
food, as ſoon as the Council of war broke up, I 
retired, in hopes of getting a little repoſe; not 
doubting but the reſolutions of it would have been 
ſtrictly obeyed, which were, that the European 
women, the Company's treaſures, and, I think, 
their eſſential books and papers, ſhould be em- 
barked that night on board the Dodaly; but whe- 
ther this laſt was entered on the minutes of that 
Council, I cannot be poſitive; but perfectly recol- 
lect a diſcourſe I had with Mr. Manningham on 
the propriety. of it, juſt as the Council broke up; 
and indeed, I ever thought, until I joined your 
Councils here, that both the treaſures and books 
had been embarked. And here I cannot omit re- 
marking, that better no reaſon at all had been 
given, for the neglect of a meaſure of ſuch im- 
portance to the Company, than that which ſtands 
on the conſultation of the 20th of Auguſt. But 
it is time I come to conſider the pleas made uſe of 
by Meſſrs. Manningham and Frankland, for their 
not returning to the fort; which are, „That a 
little after one in the morning, Mr. Lindſay 
&« came on board, and informed them, he left a 
« general aſſembly ſitting; that the Captain of 
„ the artillery reported there was not two days 
« ammunition; that many of the military and 
„ militia were in liquor, and mutinous ; that it 
& was the unanimous opinion the fort was not 
„ tenable 3. that a retreat was reſolved on; that 
« Mr. Holwell was ſtrenuous for its being made 
„ immediately, and oppoſed by Mr. Baillie parti- 
« cularly ; that the whole of the common people 
c were in confuſion ; and that nothing was deter- 
 </ mined on.“ Without, gentlemen, my entering 
particularly into the merits of theſe plas, let us 
_ . conlider the weight of thoſe Gentlemen's ſeats in 
2 Council, 


. 

Council, and their importance as bearing the 
names and authority of Field- officers, and Colonels, 
and Lieutenant colonels of the militia; and, I 
think an impartial eye will at firſt fight pronounce, 
that there was not ons of the pleas urged by them, 
in defence of their not returning into the fort, but 
mould have urged their immediate rejoining our 
Councils, though they had no orders from the Pre- 
ſident for that purpoſe, in place of waiting on 
board for the detachment, and removing the 
Dodaly a ſecond time that night, as low as Govind- 
pre 3 running that ſhip, and the ladies on board, 
into ten times the riſque from the enemy. They 
ought rather to have returned with the ſhip, on the 
flood, under our guns, to have favoured the em- 
barkation of the Company's books and treaſures, 
(Which they knew were not on board) and the 
retreat of the garriſon: Mr, Lindſay informed 
them the Council was ſitting; that our councils 
were divided; and that when he left the fort, all 
was in confuſion and nothing was determined on, 
which was true; the Council not breaking up until 
near four in the morning, without any thing being 
reſolved on, but deferring the retreat, without, in 
my judgment, a ſingle reaſon being urged in de. 
fence of it. The preſent weight and authority. of 
thoſe Gentlemen, might have made our Councils 
unanimous, of, have given a happy majority. for a 
general retreat, have prevented the unhappy. de- 
tection of the Preſident, the officers, and part of 
the gartiſon the next morning; and have been the 
cauſe of ſaving the public and private property 
lodged in the fort, as well as the lives of many 
who fell a miferable ſacrifice by our retreat being 
cut off; the primary cauſe of which, I muſt ſtill 
attribute to the retreat of that ſhip to Mr. Mar- 
gaſs's houſe and Govindpore on the night of the 
18th, without order or the knowledge of any one 
1 3 8 Z 3 in 
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in che garriſon. It Was. urged, I know, and aſſerted 
by Mr. Frankland in Council, the 2d September, 
Eben T entered my minutes and diſſent to the pay- 
ment of the Dodaly' s loſs and damages ; that thoſe 
Gentlemen had orders' for moying the ſhip down. 
And I beg leave to remind you, "that I aſked the 
Preſident, touching this aſſertion ; who, in your 

reſence, declared he neither gave ſuch orders, nor 
2 of any ſuch being given. Therefore, on the 
whole, I hope I ſtand vindicated in your judg- 
ment, for ſuch my diſſent, as it is to me not a 
little aſtoniſhing, how the Gentlemen, compoſi 
that Council of the 14th, July, could unanimouſly, 
on the defence before them, pronounce it as their 
opinions, that thoſe Gentlemen had cleared them - 
ſelves of the charge laid againſt them, in that 
letter ſigned, as I am informed, by the greateſt 
part of the colony. I am, with reſpedt, | 
| Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Your moſt obedient humble ſervant; 


"The laſt letter but one, though delivered in to 
the Board in November, 1756, did not receive any 
anſwer until the laſt of January, 1757, two days 
before the Syren packet had her di patches for 
Europe, (in which floop Mr. Holwell took his 
paſſage, for the perfect recovery of his health) 
when the Preſident, and three other gentlemen of 
the Council, thought proper to anſwer ſome parts 
of it, chiefly relative to themſelves. As Mr. Hol- 
well had no opportunity of noticing thoſe produc- 
tions abroad, he applied to the Court of . 
on his arrival here in July, 1757, and was indulged 
with the peruſal of them, and threw in a reply. 


We have no copy of thoſe gentlemen's ſeveral 
anſwers; but as we dare aver the quotations taken 
from them, which Mr. Holwell thought worthy 
reply, are faithfully tranſcribed, i in this ws replica: 

dion, 
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ton, we ſhall not beſitate to inſert it, — Upon 
the face of the whole, you will be fully enabled to 
form, and paſs an impartial judgment, on the 
charge laid againit this Gentleman, of being par- 
ticularly inſtrumental in  Gringing down Sou ied 
Dee &c. 


To the Fan — of Dinzorons. ; 


iy it pleaſe your Honours, Lond. Aug. _ 

AVING peruſed the ſeveral Addreſſes of 

Meſſrs. Drake, Watts, Becher, and Collet, 
in anſwer to different parts of my Addrels to your 
Honourable Court, under date, Fulta, the zoth of 
November, 1756, I find myſclf under the neceſſity 
of making a ſhort reply to each, and maſt humbiy 
tender my thanks for the opportunity you have in- 
dulgently granted. Mr. Becher, by a penetration 
very commonly aſſumed (as Mr. Drake juſtly ob- 
ſerves) ſubſequent to events, ſets out with aſſerting. 
« That the firſt admiſſion of Kiſſendaſs and his 
« wealth was wrong; that Raagbullob's family 
« was; out of the government, and of no conſe- 
« quence at the time Mr, Watts wrote the recom- 
« mendatory letter concerning him, and that he 
had been no friend to the Engliſh, but on the 
« contrary, had given much trouble to us, and 
* that there was no probability of the ſucceſs of the 
« young Begum,” To theſe I beg leave to reply, 
and ſay, That though the admiſſion of that family 
no ways nch me, 1 55 being an act % Er. Man- 


tance and — — of that — ha muſt Gs 
been better known to Mr. Watts than to Mr, 
Becher; and though the former- parts of Mr. 
Was s letter to the Preſident are diſavowed, which 
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1 chink he might, with a bettet grace, have Ye- 


knowledged; yet, at the cloſe of what he gives 
your Honours, as the purport of them, he ſays, 
that * Raagbullob had been uſeful to us, nd 


= 


might be more ſo;“ which ſpeaks a flat contra- 


diction to the ſentiments of Mr. Becher, touching 
the regard due to that family from us. Whether 
there was or' was: not a. probability of the Begum's 


| Tacceſs, was not the matter in point, nor is a hit 


cleared up by Mr. Becher's' conjecture; that ſuch 

was our intelligence, as ſet forth in my letter, is 

fact; not only the letters which came daily to 

Omychund, but to many of the other merchants 

and reſidents at Calcutta, that kept a correſpondence 

with the Durbar and city, intimated the proba- 

bility of her ſucceſs. Theſe were daily brought 

to the Preſident for his peruſal, and many of them 

* in my hearing. Mr. Becher then proceeds to 
ay, 0 

e % That Naran Sing was ſent to demand Kiſſen- 

'_ «daſs and his wealth, which the Engliſh un- 

. « Juſtly detained from him.——Cannat ac- 

„count for his coming in diſguiſe ;—believes 

4 he did not, and is confirmed in that belief 

« by Mr. HolwelPs own account of the 

<« affair, who does not intimate this diſguiſe 

« gained credit with him; — expreſſes and 

* „ his aſtoniſhment why the affair 

« of Kiſſendaſs and the meſſenger was not 

« laid before the Council, and that Meſſrs. 

« Drake, Manningham, and Holwell ſhould 

& aſſume a power no ways delegated to them, 

& c.“ (This laſt circumſtance is echoed 

to by Mr. Watts, in his letter before your 

- Honouts.) © * © - | 

- How Mr. Becher could repreſent that Naran 

Sing was Tent to demand Kiſſendaſs and his wealth, 

unjuſtly detained by the Engliſh, carries not that 

e Ent + needful 
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needful precaution with it, - incumbent on every 
gentleman who thinks himfelf obliged to cenſure 
the conduct of andther. The detention of any 


— or thing can never in propriety of ſpecęh, 
be aſſerted or implied before à cemand made. 


Kiſſendaſs had been admitted into the fettlement, ag - 
ſome hundreds, of others had been in my remem- 


brance, who had connections with the government: 
Roy Doolob, Rejak Monickchund, Futtuah Chund, 
and many others had, time out of mind, Houſes. 
eſtabliſhed in your ſettlement. The arrival of 
Naran Sing was the firſt demand made on account 
of Kiſſendeſs; therefore our being charged with 
unjuſtly deraining him or his wealth, prior to their 
being demanded, which the above — inti- 
mated, if it carries any mraning at all, is, I con- 
ceive, both unjuſt an improper. 1 ry JT | 
obſerve that gentlemen, in the courſe of their argu- 
ments, make uſe of ſuch parts only of my adgrels 
to your Honours of the zoth-of November, as ſeem 
to ſupport their own conjectures; was it not "fo, 
Mr. Becher could never have been at a loſs to ac- 
count for the diſguiſe of Naran Sing, nor would 
have been at all puzzled 46-fFod! which diſguiſe T 
gave credit to. In my ninth paragraph Mr. Be- 
cher would have found, that an order had been 
publiſhed that none ſhould be admitted into the 
ſettlement without a ſtrict examination. This was 
well known at Hougley, the laſt place Naran Sing 
left, ſeveral inhabitants of that city having been 
refuſed admittance, and others turned out, who 
were judged to be the ſpies of the government. 
This was reaſon ſufficient to determine Naran Sing's 
ſtealing into the place in diſguiſe. In my forty- 
firſt paragraph, where I form a judgment of Omy- 
chund's conduct, I expreſiy ſay, that his bringing 
Naran Sing down will not admit of diſpute; there- 
ore, though I do not as Gy fay 1 gave credit 
0 


S 
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to. his coming in the; diſguiſe of a: Bengal Pykar, 

et it was obvious en wu have been my belief, 
e 
This circumſtance. of the diſguiſe may, at firſt 
light, be deemed a matter not worth giving your 
ee. trouble ; but the purpoſe it is brought to 
ſerve urges my ſpeak ing to it, becauſe, if this gen · 
leman can ſtrip IT diſguiſe, he thinks he di- 
velts us of the; reaſons for our ſubſequent conduct 
to Naran Sing, which, he then thinks, appear with- 
out foundation, Why the admiſſion of Kiſſendaſs, 
and expulſion of Naran Sing, were not laid before 


Yn eye 


the Council, Mr., Becher, might have eafily; an- 


ſwered himſelf, if he had been diſpoſed to think a 
little deeper on the ſubject. The admiſſion of any 
one into the ſettlement was never, that I have 


| known, a matter judged neceſſary to be laid before 


the Council; the Preſident having ever had a power 


lodged 
deemed neceſſary on the 


of the precedin 
Meſſts. 


in him in matters of this kind. The ex- 
pulſion of Naran Sing, conſiſtent with, the conduct 
| | y on occaſion, would not ad- 
mit of time for the Councils: meeting. Naran 
Sing was every moment expected within the fort. 
Had the Preſident either ſeen the meſſenger, or his 
purwannah, the meaſure reſolved, on could not 
have been carried properly into execution. Beſides, 


in my 13th paragraph, Mr Becher might have ſeen, 


that when I attended the Governor with the account 
night's tranſactions, I found 


anning and Frankland with him; 


the meaſure, reſolved: on was during Mr. Frank- 


land's ſtay, and unanimouſly our opinion, who 
were in fact a majority of the then members of the 


Council. So that I hope, on the whole, your 


power, any ways material 


Honours will not think this charge of an aſſuming 
an) b ainſt us, or deſerving 

our cenſure; nor did a ö 9 member of the 
Council, which met the ſame morning, object to 


7 
C3 3 the 


Tiw ll. 
the ſtep taken; but on the contraty, as Mr. Drake 
truly aſſerts, expreſſed their —_— of: it. To 


cloſe my remarks-on this part of Mr. Becher's let- | 


ter, I muſt with Mr. Drake lay, that as that gen- 
tleman was reſident with leave in Calcutta, and not 
exempted, though excuſed, from his attendance on 
Councils, if the admiſſion of Kiſſendafs, &c. was, 
in his opinion, a wrong meaſure, and obviouſly 
injurious to the intereſt of his employers, it was 


his duty to have attended, or even demanded! a 


council, and objected: thereto; in not doing it, he 

in fact became more deſerving cenſure than our- 

ſelves, Who were of a contrary opinion, and can 

only be accuſed of an error in rr 
Becher next 4 

„ Refers W Neben lend Pi igot, AG 

proof that the detention of the Nabob's 

« fſubjects was the cauſe of our misfortunes; 

5 —that means were neglected to mollify the 

Nabob, why, he knows not ;—is perſuaded 

„ money would have ſatisfied him; believes 

it was never attempted; that we refuſed 

„ the mediation of Wazeed; — that it was 

t not the intention of the government to di- 

e veſt the Europeans of their fortifications, 

he thinks is proved by the Nabob's o 

e fleeeing the French and: Dutch when he 

43 had it "© evidently in his power to have 

t taken their facborics; that in. not doing 

I lit, he did not act conſiſtent with Ally Ver- 

e dy Cawn's advice; — he was informed 

„ Naran Sing took the opportunity of the 

t reſentment; the Nabob ſhewed on the re- 

1 « ceipt-of the Governor's anſwer to repre- 


. ſent the treatment and inſult he had received 


in Calcutta; — and that he does not admit 
if "ou re R 4 ne.” 
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Permit me, Honourable Sirs, to refer in my 
turn to the Nabob's letter to Mr. Drake, as a more 
authentic vbucher: for the cauſe of our misfortunes 
than that to Mr. Pigot; which evidently —_— 


calculated as an apology for a conduct, he knew 
was not to be defended, nor by the Engliſh to be 
looked over. In his letter to Mr. Drake, he men- 
tions the article of our fortifications only; the an- 
ſwer to it is agreed on all hands to have been the 
principal cauſe of his reſentment and paſſion at 
Rajamaal: If Naran Sing really took this oppor- 
tunity, it can only be deemed a ſecondary cavie, 
which might help to keep up the firſt impreſſion 
of reſentment conceived at the Preſident's reply. 
Mr. Becher aſſerts, he was informed Naran Sing 
took this opportunity, &c, — May it pleaſe your 
Honours, to hear what Mr. Watts ſays on this 
Jubje&t, in the third paragraph of his letter before 
you, Where he firſt recites, that he had, by proper 
application, huſhed up the affair; but that “ poſſibly, 
$5. when-the Nabob received the Governor's letter, 
£ which ſo incenſed him, Naran Sing might take 
that opportunity,” &c. So that allowing that 
for fact, hich in truth has no proof at all, the ut- 
moſt that can be made of it will fall greatly ſhort 
of Mr. Becher's ſuppoſititious principal cauſe of 
our misfortunes: To which let it be remembered, 
that the Nabob, in the letter to Mr. Pigot, referred 
to by Mr. Becher, artfully avoids mentioning the 
cauſe, he had all along aſſigned to us, for his re- 
ſentment; though he had, twenty days prior to 
the diſpatch of that letter, made it the principal 
article of the Machulka executed by Mr. Watts, 
to wit, the demolition of our fortifications. The 
concluſions drawn by Mr. Becher, and alſo by Mr. 
Watts, that money only was wanted, and that it 
was never the intention of the government to diveſt 

the Europeans of their forts, by the Nabob's fleec- 


ing 
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ing only the French and Dutch, are equally falla- 
cious, and can proceed only from wilful-or real 
ignorance of the ſtate of the country, and the Na- 
bob's freſh intelligence, which called his ſpeedy 
return to Muxadarad from Calcutta. The Nabob 
of Purranea's troops were in motion on the-Malda 
Creek, from the mouth of which it was eaſy, in 
the Suba's ablence, to croſs: over to the ifland of 
Coſſimbuzar; therefore the Nabob could not, with 
ſafety or prudence, engage in any new enterprize 
againſt the French and Dutch, that would poſlibly 
hazard his quick return, That money would have 
ſatisfied him, but that it never was attempted; 
that means were neglected to mollify him; that 
Wazeed's mediation was rejected; are all con- 
jectures, and aſſertions, urged againſt known facts, 
not to treat them more harſhly, which they cer- 
92 deſerve. Mr. Becher's ſentiments of Ally 
y Cawn's ſpeech, in which alſo Meſſrs. Watts 
— Collet concur, I will beg leave to ſpeak to in 
my following reply to thoſe Gentlemen. | 
Your Honours will have the goodneſs to recob- 
le&, that when I addreſſed you, the goth Novem- 
ber, I had no conſultations, or other vouchers to 
refer to; ſo that the utmoſt I could do, in the 
recital and dates of ſuch papers as were addreſſed 
to the Board, during the troubles, was to conſul: 
the memory of Mr. Secretary Cooke, as well as 
my own, which I did. If I erred in the purport 
of the letter from Mr, Coller, adviſing of the loſs 
of Coſſimbuzar, it appears however it was not in 
any very eſſential circumſtance; whether Mr, Watts 
alone ſigned the Machulka, or Meſſrs. Collet and 
Batſon with him, is not very material. Mr. Collet 
denies his having wrote that he was delivering up 
the factory; but admits that he gave an order to 
the officer to deliver the cannon and ammunition to 
** Dullob z which I believe will be. deemed - 
like 
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like a delivery of the factory as poſſible; This 
SGentleman, in his ad paragraph, ſays, „Mr. 
Hol well inſiſts much that they ought to have made 
ſome defence: To which I reply, I have hot 
inſiſted at all on it, nor once uſed the word Ought, 
on this occaſion, and refer your Honouts to my 
letter. Further ſeparate or diſtinct reply this Gen- 

tleman's anſwer does not call for. 
Mleſſrs. Watts and Collet charge me with la- 
bouting to arraign their conduct Iam not conſcious 
I deſerve it, and therefore diſavow the charge. In 
my letter of the goth November, I barely ſet forth 
the advantages which would probably have reſulted 
from the ſmalleſt defence of Coſſimbuzar; I have 
not even ſaid, they could or ought to have defended 
itz but on the contrary hoped, and that ſincerely 
too, they had reaſons ſufficient to vindicate their 
not defending it; theſe reaſons they had tranſmitted 
to your Honours, — conceived it alſo their duty 
to have laid them before the Board on joining our 
Councils at Fulta; this conduct would poffibly 
have prevented much altercation and writing, and 
at the ſame time have demonſtrated they had made 
no repreſentation to your Honours, in which they 
feared a deteftion, —Mr, Watts (to whoſe anſwer 
I come now more particularly) is Rates to ſay, 

ſecond paragraph; 

That he never heard of Raagbullob being 
* impriſoned, till after the old Nabob's death; 
e wonders where Mr. Holwell picked up his 
intelligence, '8&c.—— denies the purport of 
the letters recommending the reception of 
« Raagbullob's family, as ſet forth by me 
% in my ſeventh paragraph ;—gives a recital 
of the ſaid letters, leaving out thoſe parts 
e he imagines might throw any blame upon 
.< himſelf ; — admits the purport of the let- 
ter he wrote the Preſident, as * by 
i me 
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« me in my eighth paragraph; never 

. « heard the Begum would get the better 
<<. wonders again where Mr. Holwell got his 
intelligence ;—adnits Mr. Holwell's fifth 

« paragraph ;—never -imagined a looſe aban- 

« doned woman could ſtand in competition 

* with Surajud Dowla, &c.“ —— 
Touching the impriſonment. of Raagbullob, I 
will not at this diſtance contend with Mr. Watts; 
that he was ſome time under the reſtraint of a ſtrong, 
guard, after the deceaſe of his maſter, is fact; 
that he did not diſcover his wealth to the old Na- 
bob, unleſs in ſome trifles, plainly appears from- 
hence, that the Nabob did not get at the know- 
ledge of his uncle's capital wealth, until after his 
return to the city from Calcutta. Mr. Watts's ad- 
mitting my fifth paragraph is the ſtrongeſt proof 
againſt himſelf I can poſſibly produce; for in that 
very paragraph, the reſolution Raagbullob had 
ſhewn for the intereſt of the family, is urged by me 
as a reaſon for his never being forgiven by Surajud 
Dowla :— And lower down, That, in reſentment 
for the uſage he had unjuſtly received for his 
integrity,“ he joined the young Begum's coun- 
cils. Therefore, an what foundation Mr. Watts 
attempts hete to invalidate my intelligence, and at 
the ſame time accedes to my fifth paragraph, which 
demonſtrably ſupports that intelligence, is ſome- 
thing unaccountable.—Touching my miſrecital of 
his letters in favour: of the reception of Raagbul- 
lob's family, I will only ſay, that no ſelf- conſide - 
ration could poſſibly ſway me to deviate from truth. 
I never condemned, nor do now, the recommen- 
dation tranſmitted in their favour by Mr. Watts; 
] thought, as things were circumſtanced, he was 


vindicated in urging their reception, and have 


therefore ſaid, he might, with better grace, have 
owned his inſtances in their favour were in ſtronger. 
| terms. 
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terms. Ny only view was to juſtify the Gentleman 
* phy" received them, being myſetf noways concerned 
« in that tranſatiion.” — However I will for once 
ſuppoſe, his letters were as he recites them, which 
he cloſes by ſaying,.—“ Raagbullob had been of 
0 uſe, and might be more fo.” © Theſe expreſſions 
are ſufficient, in my opinion, to juſtify Mr. Man- 
ningham's receiving his family; — But wholly to 
refute Mr. Watts's repreſentations on theſe heads, I 
wuſt obſerve, that he admits He did write the 
© Governor to turn them out, (as I have ſet forth 
e in my eighth paragraph) the moment he ſuf- 
« pected any ill conſequences might attend their 
4 longer reſidence in Calcutta. Now permit me, 
Honourable Sirs, to enquire, what could be the 
motives which urged Mr. Watts to the contrary 
meatures, of firſt recommending their reception, 
and afterwards their expulſion ? — Mr. Watts ac- 
knowledges, * Raagbullob had been uſeful, and 
might be more 1ſo,*—That he could be more 
uſeful, was not in nature, but in conſequence of 
his miſtreſs, the young Begum's ſucceſs ; if there 
was no probability of her ſucceſs, Mr. Watts 
becomes unpardonable in recommending, in any 
ſhape, the family, or any part of the family, to be 
received 1n the ſettlement, as he knew Raagbullob 
would be highly obnoxious to the ſucceeding go- 
vernment of Surajud: Dowla. — Thus it will be 
manifeſt to your Honours, that this Gentleman's 
injudicious attempt to cenſure my intelligence, has 
thrown his own conduct into a difficulty, which 
might otherwiſe have eſcaped notice; but this 
inſtance will not appear ſingle. 5 
That Mr. Watts never heard the taking of 
« Gyria and naval ſtrength of the Engliſh were 
the occaſion of much ſpeculation at the Durbar,” 
I am inclined to believe, or he certainly would 
have taken ſome pains to have ſet both in a proper 
light, 
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light, and prevented their raiſing any jealouſies in 
che government, which were augmented hy the 
report of the war between us and the French, ex- 
tending to Bengal. His never hearing likewiſe, 
that the report of the ſixteen ſhips of war and a 
ſtrong land force gained belief at the Durbar, I 
as readily believe z but can by no means admit, 
that Mr. Watts's ignorance of theſe, particulars 
amounts to proof they were, not ſo. In my tenth 
paragraph, I fer forth the purport. of a letter Mr. 
Watts wrote the Preſident ſome time before the 
death of the old Nabob.———This'letter Mr. Watts 
has not difowned, or denied the truth of the con- 
tents, as I have recited them. -In it he informs 
the Freſident, That there were a ' multitude of 
ce the e ſpies in Calcutta; that the 
<« {mall ſtrength of its garriſon and fortifications, 
« and Pe eaſy capture of it, were the public dij- 
* courſe of the Durbar and City, &c.“ Diſ- 
courſes of this kind ought to have alarmed Mr. 
Watts; they were prior to any complaint of the 
detention of ſubjects, &c.—His advice to the Pre- 
ſident, to be upon his guard, was doubtleſs well 
Judged but ought he to have reſted here? Surely 
no! It muſt have occurred to Mr. Watts, that 
there were extraordinary cauſes for diſcourſes of 
this unprecedented nature, which he ſhould have 
traced to their ſource, and guarded againſt them, 
by an caſy refutation of our enemies miſrepreſen- 
tation: Had this been done, he would have found, 
that a belief of the above-recited reports could 


alone be the cauſe of the diſcourſes he tranſmitted 


to the Preſident, and of which he confeſſes his 
intire ignorance, —The character he is pleaſed to 
draw of Angria, and his concluſions from it, ap- 
pear to me ſo extremely and obviouſly weak and 
unjuſt, as to require no reply; and the deſpicable 
light he repreſents the Durbar in; ſhews he has 

A a little 
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little real knowledge of a people he has ſo long 
reſided with. * 
The reports Above mentioned, * the public 
diſcourſes of the Durbar and City which followed, 
on their gaining belief, without any attempts made 
to confute them, have ſo cloſe a connection wih the 
old Suba's laſt Council to Surajud Dowla, as recited 
in my 28th paragraph, that I cannot, in a more 
proper place, re ly to the. reception it has met 
with from Meſſrs. Becher, Fats, and Collet, 
whoſe ſentiments have a mixture of the ſolemn and 
ſprightly, not becoming the ſubject they were 
treating of, nor the civility or decency due to every 
gentleman engaged in any point of controverſy, as 
the ſum · total of all their opinions does in fact charge 
me with impoſing a forgery on your Honours, that 
had no foundation but my own invention. This 
will beft appear from the gentlemens own words. 
Mr. Becher is pleaſed to ſay, f 
e He does not admit of Ally Verdy Cawn's 
«- ſpeech to be genuine; that Mr. Holwell, 
c in his diſtreſſed ſituation, was unable to 
< unravel the myſteries of the cabinet, and 
-< explore a ſecret never yet known to any 
„ one but himſelf.” 
Mr. Collet is pleaſed to call Ally Verdy Come? 8 
Rip a ſpecious fable: And Mr. Watts ſays, 
The laſt dying ipeech of Mahabut Jung, 
Le neither I, nor I believe any of the factory 
ever heard of; nor ſince from any of the 
e country- people; —it ſeems an imitation of 
e Lewis the XIV. to his grandſon, and ap- 
2 Pęars, as Mr. Collet aptly terms it, a 
F ſpecious fable.” 
That Mr. Becher ſhould not believe the ſpeech 
nuine, I do not much wonder at, —as he ſeems 
fly reſolved that nothing ſhall drive him from his 
| acopted principal cauſe of our misfortunes, the 
< detention 


31 
detention of the Nabob's ſubjects; — in confutation 
of which I have ſaid ſufficient; but the reaſons this 
gentleman gives for his believing the ſpeech not 
genuine, had been better omitted, for his own 
ſake. The ſpeech might probably enough have 
been a ſecret, whilſt it was neceſſary it ſhould be 
ſo; but when I obtained it, that neceſſity had long 
vaniſhed, and Mr. Becher might have obſerved, I 
ſay, I had it from good authority, after my releaſe- 
ment, which was more than three months after the 
period it was uttered, and was no longer to be 
deemed a myſtery of the cabinet, but might be 
judiciouſly enough divulged and circulated, as an 
apology for, and in ſupport of Surajud Dowla's 
proceedings againſt the Engliſh, &c,——Mr. Be- 
cher's opinion, „that I was unable to explore a 
&« ſecret, never yet known to any one but myſelf,” ' 
I would explain and reply to, could I poſſibly under- 
ſtand him. Shall only add, for your Honours 
ſatisfaction, and in vindication of my own veracity, ' 
that J was releaſed the 16th of July, and continued 
at the Tankſall, and the Dutch and French facto- 
ries, until the 19th at night; during which period 
I had frequent conferences with the principal Arme- 
nians, and ſome the immediate ſervants of the late 
and preſent Suba, from whence I had the ſpeech ' 
literally as I have given it: and notwithſtandingthe 
ingenious ridicule it meets with from Meſheurs ' 
Watts and Collet, to cover their deficiency in mat- 
ters which ought to have been known to them, 1 
will not deſpair of giving your Honours yet more 
convincing proofs of its being genuine; and that 
there paſſed ſome other tranſactions, at the Durbar, ' 
to which they appear utter ſtrangers, or if known, 
unhappily for your ſervice and us, were unattended 
* | | 


Subſequent to the delivery of my Letter of the 
30th of November, I received an intimation of a 
| N Aa 2 con- 
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converſation which had paſſed between the old 
Suba, Surajud Dowla, and Mr. William Forth, 
your Surgeon at Coffimbuzar : this converſation 
appearing to me the ſtrongeſt corroborating proof 
of my aſſertions, on the real cauſe of our misfor- 
tunes, —1 requeſted Mr. Forth would give it me, 
in writing, which he obligingly did, from Chinſura, 
under date the 15th of December 1736, but it 
reached me not until after my letter was delivered 
into council: I have had the honour of ſhowing it 
to your chairman, and now. beg leave to, tranſcribe 
it here, the Ow being. Ne for your _ 
I. 18 As. follows.— 


8 1 R. 8 5 
Wo About fifteen 7K before. the old Nabob died, 
< being obliged to attend every morning to ee 
„ him, his ſon came in, and with a face full of 
<, reſentment and anger, addreſſed himſelf to the 
« old man thus Father, Lam welt informed the 
« Engliſk-arc going to afhiſt the Begum.— The old 
" man - aſked; me directly if this was true? I 
V anfwered, That this muſt: be a malicious report, 
* of ſome who were not our friends, and done on 
« purpoſe to prejudice. the Company; that the 
Company were merehants, and not ſoldiers; 5. and 
that in all the troubles that had happened in the 
% country, ſince we hacb a; in it, if he 
<< pleaſed; to enquire, he would find, we had not 
joined any party, or interfered in any thing but 
S our trade and that the Company had been nigh 
a hundred years in this country, in which time 
e they never once had a difpute with the Govern- 
« ment, on that head. How many ſoldiets, ſays 
< he, have you in your fort or factory (Coſſimbu- 
« zar)? Anſwer, The uſual number, about forty, 
<« gentlemen. included. Have you never more? 
& An No.— Only ben the Morattors were 
« In 
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£ in the country; but as ſodn as they were gone, 
* the ſoldiers were returned to Calcutta. Do 
« you know, aſked he, if the Dutch and French 
«© have any come up ?—Anfwer, I cannot tell.— 
„ Where are your ſhips of war? Anſwer, At 
« Bombay.— Will they come here? Not that 
I know of, there is no occaſion for them. Had 
you not ſome here three months ago? Anſwer, 
Fes. There comes one or twoyearly, for to carry 
„ proviſions for the teſt of the ſnips. What is the 
e reaſon you have theſe ſhips of war in theſt parts; 
« of late? Anſwer, To protect the Company's 
<« trade, and for fear of a war with France. 
* Is there war now between you and the French? 
* Anſwer, No, not at preſent, but we are afraid 
jt will be ſoon.- He then turned about to 
<« his grand- ſon, and told him; he did not believe 
« 4 word of the report he had heard; upon which 
« Surajud Dowla, anſwered, He could prove it. 
6 The old man deſired 1 would ſend our vaqueel to 
« him directly, which having accordingly done; 
hen he returned, I aſked the vaqueel what the 
old man faid to him, which was almoſt word for 
e word that paſſed with me. Syrajud Dowla 
ordered the vaqueel to attend his Durbar daily, 
« which was accordingly done, agreeably to his 
4 . I am, Sir, &c. 


WIELIAM FORTH-; 


Though the report which introduced this con- 
verſation was moſt untrue, yet the interrogatories 
which followed plainly point out the ſentiments of 
the Durbar 3 and this, joined to the other public 
diſcourſes of the Durbar and City, touching the 
defenceleſs ſtate and eaſy capture of Calcutta, as 
tranſmitted by Mr. Watts, about this time, to the 
Preſident, are I muſt again repeat, manifeſt proofs, 
that jealouſies in the government were the firſt and 

A a 3 Principal 
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principal cauſes which urged the Suba's determi- 
nation to diveſt us of our fortification : and though 
they may be ſaid not to amount to an abſolute proof 
of the genuineneſs of the old Suba's ſpeech to his 
grandſon, yet they are ſtrongly preſumptive. —Bur 
to return to Mr. Watts, whoſe inſinuations and 
hearſays, from his eighth paragraph, require but 
ſhort notice. 

This gentleman is pleaſed to "4 we had ten 
times the number of men and ſtores they had ; to 
which I ſay, that the difference of our fortifications, 
and the force brought againſt us and them conſi- 
dered, we had not even an cquality.— In their 
letter to us of the firſt of June, they adviſe of 
12,000 troops only brought againſt them, which 
Mr. Watts now ſwells to 30,000. Mr. Watts aſks 
me why I did not continue to defend the factory, 
when at the time I delivered up the factory, I had 
five times the number of men they had at Coſſim- 
buzar ? Had not Mr. Watts been guided more by 
malice than truth, in this and his ſubſequent i inter- 
rogatories, he would, from the letter he is anſwer- 
ing, have found the number left in the factory did 

ot exceed 170; that of theſe we had 25 killed 
nd 70 waunded by noon, the 2oth, and that 
every man who ſurvived, was exhauſted of ſtrength 
and vigour. In theſe circumſtances, 1 believe 1 
ſhould be juſtified to my honourable employers, it 
I had really delivered up the factory, which Mr. 
Watts aſſerts I did, from the account drawn up by 
Mr. Gray, who, I believe, wrote from the beſt ot 
his knowledge, though his narrative is in many 
parts very deteCtive. —Mr. Watts avers, he never 
heard a ſyllable of the Back Gate being betrayed, 
until J returned. If he had been ſolicitous to 
come at the truth, how came he not to apply to 
Meſſrs. Walcot and Dickſon ; they were both at 
 Chandanagore, and are both mentioned by me in 
my 
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my narrative. Mr. Gray mentions in his acedunt, 
that ſome ruſhed out at the gate towards the 


<« river ;* it might have occurred to Mr. Watts, if 
truth had been his aim, to aſk, Mr. Gray how they 


could ruſh out, the keys being in my poſſeſſion, 
and that gate not only locked, but barred and bolt- 


ed? But theſe enquiries would not have ſquared 


with Mr. Watts's purpoſe of detraction.—— His 
intelligence, picked up (to borrow. his own phraſe,) 


from corporal Angell, is equally authentic; for [I 
ſolemnly aver, ſuch an incident never happened as 
the match, &c. though moſt certainly I ſhould 
have ſo acted, had any raſnhneſs of that kind been 
attempted, which could have anſwered / no good 


purpoſe before the order was iſſued for a general 


diſcharge, whieh was then my Weck if the Back 
Gate had not been forced. 


Touching Mr. Drake's . I Gnd but +> 


particulars that are not fully diſcuſſed, in my letter 
of the zoth of November. His misfortunes are 
ſufficiently heauy not to bear any addition to the 
load; and I could wiſh he had not obliged me to ſpeak. 
at all. lle remarks, my accuſations are con- 
fined to my ſuperiors, and not juniors; intimates, 
my ſophiſtry only tends to ſupplant my ſeniors. 
I could appeal to ſome of your honourable Court, 
that this is not my talent, and that I am capable 
of doing juſtice to the merit of my ſeniors, though 
wy declared enemies ——-Mr. Drake taking advan- 

of the loſt conſultations, aſſerts, the letter to 
the Nabob was anſwered in conſultation ; in this 
aſſertion he ſhould have taken care that no circum- 
france ſhould impeach his veracity,” as effectually 
as if the conſultations could appear againſt him.— 
He knows in his heart, that it never appeared in 
conſultation, until after the receipt of the Chief 
and Council of Coſſimbuzar's letter, adviſing of 
cke eing incenſed at the purport of it, 
aa 4 when 
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when it was judged neceſſary to diſpatch immediately 
a copy of it to thoſe gentlemen: had he not been 
conſcious of this, would he have neglected fo fa 
vourable an opportunity, when he had it in his 
power of conſulting me, and thereby of juſtly 
— every part of my narrative ſaſpetett Pm 
I Was poſttive and clear in my averment and/teaſon- 
ing thereon, that the anſwer was an act of his 
own; and there were of thoſe members ſorviving, 
Meſſrs. Pearkes, Frankland, Macket, and Mr. 
Secretary Cooke, to have confuted me; bur in 
place of this, Mr. Drake prefers the meaſute of 
throwing this allegation into his letter, at a time he 
was ſure I ſhould never fee it abroad, and i imagin- 
ing poſſibly that might be the caſe here. 

I did not, tis true, mention the 50 men in ſick 
quarters, becauſe, on enquiry, I could not find 
there was one. The attempt to poſſeſs Tannas's, 
was made ſome day after my motion in the Council 
of War was over-ruled. Mr. Drake aſſerts, all 
methods were uſed to fend fuccours to the Fort; 
but intimates that Captain Nicholſon was the only 
one would undertake it. Him we never ſaw nor 
heard of. On my joining the fleet at Fulta, I did 
hear he was {ent into Govindpore Creek, to burn 
and deſtroy the great boats there, that ti.ey might 
not be employed by the enemy; in che attack or 


run of the e 
1 am, moſt an,, c. 
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Having, we think, ſufficiently vindicated this 
gentleman's character from the aſperſions in this 
anonymous Pamphlet, we proceed to exculpate 
him from reflections no leſs infamous, ace. 
and e unjuſt, | 


Your 
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Four Court of Directors, in 1788, that is, * 

Bombay faction, which . compoſed the majority of 
that Court, being determined to preyent Mr. Hol- 
well's ſutceeding to the Chair of Bengal, ſuperſeded 
him the very next ſhip, after his departure on the 
Warren, in favour of à gentleman who had not 
been on the civil liſt of your ſervants; and ſoon 
after in fayour of à young gentleman, Mt. Ellis, 
whoſe rank in your ſervicęe, before the capture 
of Fort William, entitled him only to the ſubordi- 


nate poſt of ſecond aſſiſtant to this gentleman in 


the Zemindary; and finally diſmiſſed him from 
your ſervice, for ſigning the general letter, per 
Hardwick and Calcutta. The 145th paragraph 
of this letter has been often exhibited to you; we 
are not aſhamed; to ayow it was drawn up by Mr. 
Holwell, who, in his letters to us, declared, he 
gloried more in this honeſt; production of his pen, 
than ever Cicero did in his moſt famed drations: - 


After the very high encemiums beſtowed upon 


this gentleman's zeal, integrity, and capacity, dur- 
ing the ſpace of five years, a treatment ſo oppoſite 
as we have now ſet forth, called for ſome excuſe 


and palliation, Theſe were not long wanting. To 


countenance and give the colour of juſtice to the 
moſt cruel and ungrateful return for his many and 


inent ſervices, ſeveral charges were raiſed againſt 
bim by the majority of the then Court of Directors. 


Thoſe charges, and Mr. Holwell's reply to them, 
we lay before you, in two letters addreſſed to the 
Board of Calcutta, and leave you the judges be- 
tween them and him. 5 
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fo the Honourable Robert Clive, Eſq. Preſident and 


* 


Sovernor, Or. Council f Fort William. 


Dee e e 4463. 211 0 er ili, 
- Honourable Sir, and Sirs Decem. 1759. 
E 1gad paragraph of the Supplement to 
the Honourable the Court of Director's Let- 
ter of the 23d of March, 1759, read for the firſt 
time the 2d inſtant, is of fo extraordinary a nature, 
that it cannot too early be ſpoken to by thoſe who 
are, or who may be ſuppoſed to be pointed at ;— 
for neceſſary reaſons, I beg leave to inſert the whole 

paragraph, '' ' © _ O51; 
We are informed from good authority, that 
4 two of our ſervants, of conſiderable rank, actu- 
ally received from Kiſſendaſs upwards. of fifty 
+. thouſand rupees, for our protecting this perſon 
* againſt Surajah Dowla ; if this iniquitous tranſ- 
action ſhould be proved, what an account have 
* theſe men to render here and hereafter ?- For, 
* --according to human conjecture, it was the foun- 
dation of your late bloody calamities. The 
“ juſtice you owe to thoſe murdered innocents, to 
* your employers, and to your own characters, 
« will not ſuffer us even to ſurmiſe that you will 
« ſcreen ſuch: villainy; you will therefore exa- 
« mine {trictly, and immediately into the truth 
of this report; give the enquiry preference to 
every other concern, and uſe every juſtifiable 
method with Europeans and natives to come at 
the knowledge of facts; and ſhould any be found 
% guilty, diſmiſſion from our ſervice muſt not only 
« inſtantly follow, but a proſecution on our behalf 
« for damages ſuſtained muſt be commenced againſt 
« him or them in the Mayor's Court; and what- 
ever precautions can be uſed for the ſecurity of 
our demand, we expect, upon this occaſion, will 

«+ be put in force.” 

The 
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The rectitude of my own heart, joined to the 


words of conſiderable rank,” had nearly con- 
vinced me no part of this beavy charge of iniquity 
and villainy could poſſibly be aimed at me; but 
when I found myſelf unjuſtly ſuperſeded in the very 
next paragraph, without any cauſe given by me, 
or aſſigned by the Honourable the Court of Direc- 
tors, I could no longer remain in doubt that the 
meaſure of my perſecution was not yet full. And 
as I find myſelf doomed ſooner or later a ſacrifice 
to private pique and party on one pretence or an- 
other, forgive me, gentlemen, if, conſcious of my 
own innocence, I am bold in my defence; I doubt 
not but each of you will make my cafe your own. 
You have been all witneſſes of my unſhaken zeal 
for the Company's intereſt and yyelfare, and are 


likewiſe witneſſes of the returns I have met with; 


returns that muſt alarm each of you who are 
liable, as well as myſelf, to have your honour and 
character ſtigmatized, by covert infinuations—con- 
veyed into the ready and open ears of credulity, by 
the tongues of malice and flander. Happy are 


thoſe few remaining gentlemen who were of Coun- 


cil at the period alluded to in the foregoing para- 


graph, in being able to deſpiſe the information, and 


retire from a ſervice of ſuch precarious tenure, and 


ſubject to ſuch cruel aſperſions: ſuch ſnould be my. 


conduct alſo, was it equally in my power; but 
ſince that is not the caſe, and my rank in the ſer- 


vice will probably in a ſhort tune become really. 


conſiderable, I hold myſelf bound to give you, Gen- 
tlemen, every ſatisfaction in the premiſes, and to 
convince you by every means in my power, thatif 


I am one of the two glanced at in the ſaid 132d 


paragraph, fuch information, with reſpect to my- 


ſelf, is groundleſs, falſe, and wicked, in the molt. 


ſuperlative degree ; and I will juſtly borrow from 


the ſaid paragraph, and ſay, what an account haye 


thoſe 
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thoſe men (the informers) to render here and here- 
after, who could from no foundation but that of 
mfamous ſurmiſe, or lying report, attempt to blaſt 
the fame and integrity of others? With regard to 
the Honourable the Court of Directors fo readily 
giving credit and ſanction to that information, and 
their tacit condemnation unheard, (obvious from 
their 133d paragraph) my duty and reſpect with- 
holds my pen, and tells me it is time I ſhould pro 
ceed to conſider the charge itſelf; with that free. 
dom which every one owes to the juſtification of his 


own character, though I am ſenſible this freedom 


(co which. the Honourable the Court of Directors 
are ſuch ſtratigers) will cauſe my diſmiſſion from 


the ſervice. 


Tou are told, Gentlemen, by the Honourable 


the Court of Directors, that they are informed from 


good authority, * that two of their ſervants,” &c. 
in reply to which, permit me to fay, if their autho- 
rity has been good, common . Juſtice to their ſer- 
vants ſhould have urged them to tranſmit the na- 
rure bf that authority to you, as well as openly to 
have named the two ſervants aimed at here. You 
would have then had a foundation to proceed on, 
without being reduced to the neceſſity, as you now 
are, of going a hunting both for the accuſers and 
accuſed z a taſk that ſurely never was impoſed on 
any body of gentlemen whatſoever. BOY 
Tou ate ſubſequently told, that the protection 


given to the perſon of Kiſſendaſs, was, from all 


human conjecture, the foundation of your late 
bloody calamities; if the Honourable the Court of 
Directors were really ſenſible, this was the founda- 
tion, permit me moſt humbly to expoſtulate with 
them, why their "reſentment does not openly fall 
on thoſe two perſons; who were more immediately 


concerned in granting ſuch protection, to wit, on 


the then Chief of 'Coffinibuzar, who ine, 
1604 ä urgec 


t * 


aged the neceſſity of doing it, and the then Go 


vernor, who would not withdraw that protection 
when it beeame equally neceſſary? But, Gentle- 
men, had the Honourable the Court of Directors 
thought proper to give a preference to facts, in 


placg of all human conjecture, (which is ſo often 
ſySrdinate to all human malice and partiality) 
would be convinced the protection granted ta 
iſſendaſs was not in any the leaſt degree the foun- 
dation of your bloody calamities: ſo that, could 
that iniquitous circumſtance of reeeiving the 50,000 


Rupees, be proved againſt one or two of their ſer- 


vants, their enjoined proſecutions for damages mult 
fall to the ground. The facts above alluded to, 
which ſhould in juſtice and propriety have had the 


preference to human conjecture, are before the 
Honourable the Court of Directors, both in my 


addreſs to them of November 1736 from Eulta, 
and in that of Auguſt 1937 at London, Which 
puts it out of their power to ſay they were ſtran- 

ers to them. The motives which have urged the 
uppreſſion of theſe, and many other facts very 
material for the Knowledge of the world, are bheſt 
known to the wiſdom of the Honourable the Court 
of Directors; and it is my duty to ſuppoſe thoſe 
motives are juſt, or at leaſt proper to further their 
particular purpoſes, vieh doubtleſs ultimately 
tend to the promoting the welfare of the Company 
committed to their charge. Thus, for inſtance, [I 
believe many can remember, amongſt the multi- 
tude of infamous reports ſpread at Fulta, one was; 
that thtee Gentlemen in the ſervice had receive 
from Kiſſendaſs $50,000 Rupees each, and I have 
no doubt but this aſſertion was impudentiy wrote 
home from various hands: yet now you obſerve, 
Gentlemen, it is fur the good of the ſervice, that: 
the charge ſhould only be aimed at two. Public 
bodies do not deem themſolves accountable for the 
: juſtice 
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juſtice and equity of their conduct to individuals 
under their command; and individuals, howſoever 
injured or oppreſſed, will be thought audacious if 
they complain; but as tame ſubmiſſion and ſilence 
in this caſe would juſtly be conſtrued into guilt, 
and wear more the complexion of a ſtate of ablolute 
ſlavery than a voluntary ſervitude, I would here 
aſſert my own integrity and injuries without reſerve, 
were certain poverty and want to be the conſe- 
_ quence. The Court of Directors may, if they 
pleaſe, take the Company's bread from me, but 
they ought not by inuendo and inſinuations, couched 
as they imagine without the letter of the laws of 
England, diveſt me of my good name and character, 
which their 132d paragraph moſt evidently aims at; 
and though prudence made it neceſſary for them to 
ſuppreſs names, yet the manifeſt tendency of the 
whole: paragraph, is only calculated to give a co- 
louring and introduction to that which immediately 
follows, wherein not only myſelf, but ſeven mem- 
bers of your board, and a multitude of ſenior ſer- 
vants, all unexceptionable in their characters and 
abilities, are ſuperſeded in open violation of that 
avowed principle of equity, on which the Honour- 
able the Court of Directors reduced me laſt year to 
my rank in the ſervice. But to reſume my own 
vindication, permit me to repreſent to you, Gen- 
tl emen, Ei 0 25 
That the protection granted to Kiſſendaſs con- 
cerns not me more than any other member of the 
doard: that I had never, on my honour, any 
communication or converſe with Kiſſendaſs or with 
any one belonging to him, prior to my ſeeing him 
a priſoner in the factory: that my fortune conſi- 
dered in the year 1752, when I firſt came into the 
ſervice, and compared with the public ſtate of it, 
expoſed in our late calamities, will not leave room 


for the leaſt ſhadow of a ſurmiſe, that it ever had 
Ee any 
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any acquiſitions of ſuch a nature, or in ſuch a de- 
gree, Theſe, you will ſay, do by no means amount 
to proofs; they are negative proofs, however, and 
what other than negative proofs can be given againſt 
a charge ſo indirect and dark ? However, as a 
further ſatisfaction to myſelf, and J hope to you, 
[ entreat, that the ſolemn oath which I ſhall an- 
nex to this addreſs, may be adminiſtred to me in 
council, as the only additional proof as yet in my 
power to give you of my innocence in this par- 
n nene Cite | | 

- Having in a former part of this addreſs men- 
tioned my being moſt unjuſtly ſuperſeded, it re- 
mains [incumbent on me to prove this aſſertion, 
and however little I may benefit myſelf by this 
proof, it may have this uſe at leaſt, that you, 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, and the reſt of our fel- 
low | ſervants, may know in future the / eſtimation 
you ought to-put on your having real merit in the 
ſervice, and in having that merit acknowledged 
and celebrated by the Honourable the Court of 
Directors, whoſe memories on this occaſion, I muſt 
humbly beg leave to refreſh, by various extracts 
from their general letters to this preſidency, re- 


ſpecting my conduct in their ſer vice. 


1 


[Here were inſerted the ſeveral paragraphs alrea- 


dy given you, after the ſtate of the revenues, and 
then the letter to the Board went on as follows. ] 
From the tenor of chis lat paragraph (25th 
March, 1757) I think I may be juſtified in ſay- 
ing, that perſonal reſentment, or other priyate 
motives, took the rule, and not thoſe of juftice 
and equity, as the acknowledging and rewarding 
my merit, and at the ſame time fixing” the! clog 


again upon me, which they had ſo graciouſly, and 


or the ſelf. ſame reaſons, taken off in the year 
1755, per Eaſtcourt, implies'a moſt manifeſt and 
unaccountable contradiction however, itr the ge- 

g neral 
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heral letter of the 1 ith of November, 1757, pet 
London and Warren, I am again relcaſed from 
chat elog, and appointed one of their four Go- 
verhors in rotation; and in a ſubſequent letter by 
the ſame ſhips, on the rotation being aboliſhed, 
appointed to ſucceed. to the government next after 
Mr. Manningham ; and again by the laſt letters 

per London and Warren of the 11th of Apri 
1738, redueed to my rank in the ſervice; and. 
appointed hy the Honourable. the Court of Di- 
rectors to ſucceed to the Government in turn; 
and now by the Prince Henry's letter ſuperſeded 
in favour of Captain James Barton, without the 
Honourable the Court of Directors impeach- 
ing, or having cauſe. to impeach, that zeal, inte- 
grity, and attachment to the Company, which they 
iq often; acknowledged and tewarded. Permit me; 
therefore, Gentlemen, through the channel of your 
Board, bumbly to repteſent to the Honourable the 
Court of Directors, the very hard treatment I have 
on the whole received, and to hope it will merit 
their future more favourable conſideration, the 
more eſpecially as jt appears that many, I may ſay 
maſt, of the gentlemen who have ſigned the Prince 
Henry's letter, have alſo given the ſanction of their 
hands to every paragraph tranſmitted to this pre- 
ſidency in my favou n.. 
ellen Lew. with reſpecr. 
Fort William, onourable Sir, and Sirs, &c. 
. » L.. N, 


N. B. The following oath was tendered to, and 
taken by Mr. Hotell in Council the 24th of 

| December, 1739. 7 7 3 R 1 
% John Zephaniah Holwell, one of the Coun- 
til of Fort William, . 1556, when Kiſſendaſs, the 
en ee the protertion of 
3 | 1 15 


— 
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„ 
this preſidency, do ſolemnly ſwear that I never did, 
directly or indirectly, receive from the ſaid Kiſſen- 
daſs, or from any one on his behalf, any the leaſt 
reward or gratuity, either in money, jewels, or 
merchandize, for ſuch, protection granted the ſaid 
Kiſſendaſs ; and that I never did, on any other 
pretence or conſideration whatſoever, benefit my- 
ſelf by the ſaid Kiſſendaſs to the amount or value 
of one rupee. So help me God. „ 

N | J. Z. Holwell.” 


The ſcruti Neered in the before-recited 132d 
paragraph, was olonel Clive at Moor- 
ſhadabad, (where Kiſſendaàſs then reſided) at the 
time the Colonel went to take leave of the Nabob, 
on his. departure for Europe. On his return to 
Fort William, he wrote the following letter to the 
Board, on the ſubject of his enquiry. | 


To the Gentlemen of Council. 

LR Dar fs 23d January, 1760. 
« + ax juſtice I owe to niy own reputation, as 

| well as. my duty to the Company, obliged 
me prior to the reſignation of this Government, to 
e uſe my utmoſt endeavours in coming at the truth + 
aof the heavy charge, ſeemingly contained againſt 
« Mr: Holwell, in the 132d paragraph of the 
« general letter. Incloſed is the ſolemn atteſtation |. 
« of Kiſſendaſs; and I make no doubt but that 
« gentleman's innocence will appear as clear to 
« the Court of Directors, as it did to us who 


* were preſent at, and witneſſed the ſaid at- 
« teſtation.” CES 


N. B. The gentlemen who witneſſed the at- 
teſtation were, 


B b | Col, 


e 


Col. Clive, Mr. Pybus, 
Col. Ford, Capt. Carnac. 
Major" Caillaud, 


To the Honourable Henry Vanſittart, Eſq; Sc. 
eu of Fort Wilm. 
Gentlemen, 24th of November, 1760. 
CCEPT my. beſt thanks for the obliging 
readineſs wherewith you have granted me 
copies of 'thoſe paragraphs, in this year's General 


Letter from England, which relate particularly to 


myſelf. | 
As the Honourable the Court of Directors had 
long determined me unworthy of ſucceeding in 
their ſervice, according to the rank they moſt gra- 
ciouſly allotted me, in their General Letter of the 
11th of April, 1758; I could wiſh they had 


reſted there, without laying me under a neceſſity of 


breaking in upon your time at this very buſy period, 
by a needful reply to ſome very unjuſt reflections 
thrown upon me in the 119th and 127th paragraphs 
of their Better, under date the 1ſt of April, 1760. 
The conſideration of that indiſpenſible duty, which 
ads, eyery Gentleman, to, the defence of his own 
character, will, I am ſure, be ſufficient apology to 
your Honourable Board, for this intruion. 
Reſpecting the ſalary I received by appointment 
of the Boarg,. as _annexcd to the poſt bf Import 
archouſe-keeper, and as being poſſeſſed by the 
fame individual nominated to that poſt, when the 
Government of Bengal was ordered to four perſons, 
the Court of Directors are pleaſed to lay, * The 
oy Gentlemen of Council might miſtake their in- 
* tentions; but that Mr. Holwell ſhould have 
« acted with more ſincerity, becauſe he was per- 
„ feftly ; acquainted with the Court's ſentiments, 
sand particularly with the motives of their orders, 
” | r. 


Z 


F 
Kc.“ To this I may juſtly reply, That the 
| ſentiments and motives of that Court of Directors 
were as well, or better known to the Gentlemen 
of that Council than to myſelf. I attempted not 
to 3 them into that meaſure ; I laid what I 
thought an equitable ſtate of the caſe before them. 
They took it into ſerious conſideration, gave a 
careful peruſal to every letter which reached them 
that year by the Warten; and on the whole, were 
of opinion, they contained not a ſyllable that con- 
tradicted their giving me that emolument. To 
this I may” add, the Gentlemen of Council would 
have paid a very bad compliment to the ſentiments 
and tnotives which dictated the General Letter of 
the tith of April, 1758, if they had ſurmiſed, 
the Court's intention was to diveſt me of any emo- 
lament annexed to the poſt which the rank they 
deigned to give me regularly brought me to, eſpe- 
cially when that Letter not only puſhed me from 
the top of the Council to the bottom, but alſo di- 
veſted me of a poſt which I had filled near five 
years; and to which the ſame Directors had but the 
year before annexed, (to me particularly) a falary 
of 6,000 Rupees per annum, as a reward for ny ' 
integrity and juſt conduct in the due execution 
thereof. A 5 ; 
Touching the high reſentment” of the Court of 
Directors, at © my weak and preſumptuous con- 
duct, for joining in conſultation with the Captains 
and Officers of the Warren,” as ſet forth in the 147 
paragraph, I with all humility kiſs the rod, and 
confeſs it was'out of my province to meddle with 
ſuch a ſubject. From this ſtep I cannot exculpate 
my ſelf, but by averring, I had no motive to urge 
me, but the welfare and ſafety of the ſhip, he 
Company's effects, and the troops on board. This 
plea, I know, will avail me little before judges, 
who have already, and at random, loaded me _ 725 
; B b 2 FE: -5 e 
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the heavy charge of influencing the Captain to- 
dlſobey their orders, from ſelfiſh proſpects of my 
own.” Surely, Honourable Sir, and Sirs, I ſhall 
not give offence, when J ſay, this charge has neither 
ttuth or probability to ſupport it. The Captain 
and his Officers had formed their reſolutions, a 
priori, without my interfering directly or indirectly; 
ſo that I cannot be ſaid to have influenced their 
counciis., To this Captain Glover will witneſs, if 
he has regard to truth, which I will not doubt: 
And he was under no obligation of regarding my 
concurrence or non-concurrence, which I do ſup- 
poſe would not have varied his meaſures ; howlo- 
. ever that might have been, he intreated me and 
Captain Drake to hear the reaſons which determined 
him to the Bay, and give our opinions thereon ;: to 
which we aſſented : And from the face both of the 
inſtructions and orders received from the Court of 
Directors, and the intelligence received from Ceylon, 
which he had laid before us, I then was of opinion, 
as I am to this hour, that he and his officers acted 
a faithful and judicious part; and I ſcrupled not to 


ſign to that opinion, though I own it was an ill- | 


judged compliance, conſidering, as the Court juſt- 
iy obſerves, my “ intereſted ſituation,” when 1 

might have known that every handle which could 

be trumped up, would be. ſeized on to my pre- 

judice, to give a colour and plea. for injuſtice. 
Had I not renounced my then ſelfiſh proſpects, my 

opinion would have been very different. The Gen- 

temen themlelves knew, they had taken care my 

{c13ſh_profpects at the Bay could be of little eſtima- 
tion to me, and that it was totally a matter of in- 
difference to ine or mine, whether I arrived there a 
month ſooner or later. On the contrary, it was to 

me an intereſting event the touching at Madraſs, as 

by not doing it 1 was a loſer to the amount of near 

2000 l. for the truth of which the Gentlemen may, 

X it 


„„ 
if they plraſe, apply to Meſſrs. Muilman, Solo- 
mon, and Adams of London, to fay nothing of 
ſome other very ſelfiſh proſpects which might pro- 
bably have been the conſequence of my touching 
at that Port; but all theſe T renounced when the 
intereſts of my employers came in competition: 
And adequate has been my reward, as well in this 
as in every other endeavour to ſerve them. — The 
Court of Directors are pleaſed to cloſe this para- 
graph with ſaying, They are not willing to re- 
member paſt tranſactions; but caution me to 
« be more guarded in future; for perhaps by my 
<« influence the diſtreſſes of Madraſs were increaſed, 
« and an unhappy Commander ruined.” That the 
honourable the Court of Directors ſhould be unwilling 
to remember paſt tranſactions, (reſpecting me) I do 
not wonder at; the reaſons are obvious and ſtriking 
to the whole world! However, 1 humbiy tranſmit 
them my thanks for their gracious precaution, which 
follows in terrcrem; but I have the pleaſure of 
thinking, that lung before this they are convinced 
it was quite thrown away. That my influence in- 
creaſed the. diſtreſſes of Madrafs, and ruined an 
_ unhappy Commander; are moſt ſevere inſinuations, 
and require diſtinct paragraphs for reply, as the 
word—perhaps,—by no means extenuates the in- 
tended venom of the charge. 5 ; | 

It would give me the deepeſt affliftion, had 1 
been the caufe of increaſing the diſtreſies of Ma- 
draſs, even by an error in judgment. If the War- 
ren's proceeding to the Bay really had that effect, 
tor ſhe had no money, and as I remember but 60 
men, it cannot, however, be laid at my door, with. 
the leaſt ſhadow of juſtice. But I know that 
(trifling as the number of troops were) the ſhip's , 
arrival here, at the critical time ſhe did, had a 
very neceſſary effect on the Government of the 
Provinces, which was then in Secret Treaty with 

9 r | the 
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the Dutch, taking the adyantage of our great 
weaknels, cauſed by the expedition to the South- 
ward, under Colonel Ford ; and we had great rea- 

n to think it gave for ſome time à very ſcaſonable 
check to their Councils, as the troops were, with 
good ſucceſs, ſwelled by us to fix times their real 
ME ITE... 
That I ſhould be deemed the cauſe of an un- 
happy Commander's ruin, 1s a charge which gives 
me more real concern than any other the Court of 
Directors have been pleaſed to load me with.—To 
wipe off this cruel aſperſion, I am under a neceſſity 
of tranſcribing part of Captain Glover's laſt Let- 
ter to me from Madraſs, under date the 2d of No- 
vember, 1759, which will, I hope, not only ſet 
his own honour and honeſty in à clear light, but 
alſo further evince, that I had not thoſe ſelfiſh 
proſpects in view with which I have been fo groſs- 
ly accuſed After intreating I would write to 
my friends in his favour, He goes on, I need 
« not mention to Mr. Holwell what is neceſſary, 
« as he is a much better judge than I am; and ſhi 
<« only hint one thing that will be of ſervice. — 
They lay the blame entirely on this.. That you 
and I were concerned together, and wanted to 
« puſh for the firſt ſhip at the Bay, to make our 
« market; or this—that you wanted not to come 
here; and my being a 1 man (mean- 
ing, as I ſuppoſe, a ſoft one, or rather a fool) 
% you 7 uaded me to go immediately to 
4 nga] ow, Sir, I aſſure you, that I have 
« afted as an honeſt man in regard to this affair; 
« and no more than what I Th. v4 as I am very 


« certain of its falſhood, and tell every body 
« where. I go, that you never was the man that 
concerned yourſelf with any thing relating to the 
<« ſhip, or where I went ; and that you had con- 
* cerns at Madraſs ; that you would haye been 

. : — . « very 
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very glad to have gone there, which is, I be- 
Ve 2. the truth; and I ſhall ever abide by it.“ 


The very ſhameful ſuppoſition, which Captain 


Glover mentions above, of my being concerned 


with him, and which ſeems to have been taken up 


by the Court of Directors, and appears the ground- 
work of their charging me with theſe ſelfiſh ow 


petty, is almoſt unworthy my notice, though its | 
onfu 


tation is in my power, from 'a thouſand 
proofs. It is only for 72 ſatisfaction, Gentlemen. 
that, on my honour, I ſolemnly aver, I never had 
a concern with that Gentleman, directly or indi- 


rectly, to the value of a * I am, with - 


true reſpect, 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


Your mot obliged and Sbedient humble errant, 


J. Z. H. 


In the foregoing letter you ſee two charges laid 
againſt this 8 the one touching the ſalary 
annexed to the poſt of Import Warehouſe-Kœeper; 
the other, his influencing Capt. Glover, commander 
of the Warren, to paſs the port of Madraſs, and 
ſtand directly for Bengal. As i tothe firſt, a debate 
in full Council was had, on the terms of the 
Court of Directors letters, when it was agreed to 
continue the ſalary to this gentleman; and it was 
paid to him accordingly, ſo long as he remained at 
the head of that office. a 

Touching the ſecond charge, let it be remarked; 
that notwithſtanding Capt. Glover had been di- 
veſted of his ſhip by the Preſidency of Fort St. 


George, your Court of Diretors, on his return 
home, thought his conduct fo juſtifiable, that he 


was again reſtored to a command in your ſervice. 
Mr. Holwell (contrary to the labovred intentions 
of your Court of Directors) arrived ar laſt to the 
bead of your affairs in Bengal. In this capacity, 
D's * how 
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how anxious his ſituation, (may be ſeen in his 
Addreſs) much more to be pitied than envied. 
Though he was himſelf, immediately after Colonel 
Clive's departure, plunged in the heavieſt difficul- 
ties, to ſupport a government overwhelmed in con- 
fuſion, and the public tranſactions of that active 
and turbulent period were apparently ſufficient to 
employ the attention and genius of any one man, 
yer did he find leiſure (to the loſs of his health 
and peace) to ſuperintend every the minuteſt branch 
of your private concerns and intereſts. He had 
the addreſs to diſcover an injurious confederacy in 
the execution of your new works of fortifications, 
commeneed a proſecution againſt the parties con- 
cerned, diſdained a bribe of 10, ooo 1. to drop 
that proſecution, and might have gained treble that 
ſum, had he ſhewed the leaſt propenfity to come 
to any compromiſe with the delinquents. The 
frauds he traced amounted to near 50, ooo l. the 
greateſt part of which he ſaw refunded, and ſecu- 
rity taken for the reſt, before he was ſuperſeded in 
your goverament. For proof of theſe facts, we 
fubjoin the following vouchers. 
Cory of a Minute of Council, the 14th July, 1760, 
touching Frauds in the new Works. 


„The Preſident, during the whole courſe of 
<<. this ſcrutiny, having ſhewn'the moſt unwearied 
“ application in bringing to light the frauds 
< hitherto diſcovered, and given the higheſt proof 
of his integrity, in refuſing a bribe of eighty 

<« thouſand Rupees, and paying it into the trea- 
“fury, as a ſmall recompence for the frauds com- 
« mitted.” | „ 

«Reſolved, That the thanks of this Board be 
returned to him, on behalf of our Honourable 
J S 
| | 3 Copy 


1 


Copy of 195th Paragraph of Governor Vanſit- 
tart's and his Council's General Letter to the 
Court of Directors, under Date the 16jb of 
January, 1761. bn, vil 


In the former part of this letter, concerning 
ce the frauds committed in the new works, we 
* mentioned the ſums confeſſed by Govindram 
« Goze, and Captain Brohier ; and that ſeveral 
© ſums had been paid in, on that account: Be- 
„ ſides theſe, the ſum of 80,000 Rupees was pri- 
4 vately preſented to Mr. Holwell, (ſuppoſed by 
* thole concerned in the affair) with a view of 
& prevailing on him (who alone was acquainted 
„with the diſcovery) to drop the proſecution ; 
«© the ſum was paid by him into the treaſury, and 
carried likewiſe to the credit of—Over Charges, 
* the New Works, but was not accounted as a part 
<« of the. ſums for which the delinquents were an- 
« ſwerable. Mr. Holwell, through the whole courſe 
of this enquiry, ſnewed a diligence and atten - 
„ tion, for which he received the thanks of the 
Board, and. merits likewiſe your particular 
« notice,” 541 


Copy of Mr. Holwell's laſt Letter to the Board 
of Calcutta, n 


To the Honourable Henry Vanſittart, Ei. Preſident 
and Governor, &c. Council of Fort William, 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | Sep 29th, 

| | 1760, 
< * many unmerited, and conſequently un- 
% juſt, marks of reſentment, which I have 
“ lately received from the preſent Court of Direc- 
6 tors, will not ſuffer me longer to hold a ſervice, 
ff in the courſe of which, my ſteady and unwearied 


« zeal 


1 


66 zea] for the honour and intereſt of the Company, 
might have expected a more equitable return. 


Permit me, therefore, Gentlemen, to f 
= Service; and at the fame time to requeſt the 
« favour of your indulgence to reſide in Bengal, 
until I can fully collect my ſcattered concerns in 
trade, previous to my quitting India.—Herein 
* you will lay an obligation on him, who is (with 
* true reſpect, as well as moſt ſanguine wiſhes for 
* 'the honour and ſucceſs of this Board, and proſ- 
& perity of the ſettlement,) | 
: Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Four moſt obedient, humble ſervant, 
LES J. Z. HOLWELL. 


cam f the Minute in Council of the 29th of Sep- 


= 


tember, 1760, on receipt of the foregoing Let- 


ir. | 
< NI Howell Iays before the Board a letter, 
* requeſting leave to reſign the ſervice, and 
« permiſſion to reſide in Bengal, until he can fully 
collect his concerns in trade. 

* Agreed Mr. Holwell's requeſt be complied 
« with, though the Board are concerned at the 
« departure of ſo valuable a member. Ordered 
* this letter be entered after this day's conful- 
tation.“ | 


For the truth of the ſeveral facts, vouckers, and 
quotations, here laid befote you, we appeal to the 
records of Leadenhall- ſtreet. 

Thus have we compleated our undertaking, 
viz. the Vindication of Mr. Holwell's character, 
and at the fame time ſhewn from inconteſtible facts, 
the eminent benefits you have received from his 
ſteady zeal and integrity; benefits that juſtly de- 
11450 ed your higheſt notice and gratitude. 81 

| 5 | mu 


5 

muſt your Court of Directors appear (to the im- 
partial?) — They have been often laviſh of their 
public thanks and praiſes to ſome of your ſervants, 
whilſt this gentleman (who from the firſt to the 
laſt hour he had a ſeat in your Councils abroad, 
never ceaſed ſucceſsfully labouring for your good) 
was ſo ſhametfully neglected, nay, ? evil entreated.”* 

We cloſe this addreſy by a ſhort recapitulation 
of Mr. Holwel's nine years ſervices, and in a juſt 
eſtimate lay before you at one view the ſum total 
added to your eſtate, for which you are (in ſome 
Items ſolely, and in the others chiefly) indebted to 
Mr. Holwell's ſagacity, integrity, and applica- 
tion, viz. | 
Zemindary Calcutta — — 10,000 
Zemindary of the 24th Purgannah 60,000 
Lands ceded by Mhir Coflin 

700,000 


Aly Khan, chiefly by Mr. 
een 


C. 770,000 per ann: 


The ſum ſent to Mr. Holwell's houſe in his ab- 
ſence on the evening of the 13th July, 1760, to 
engage him to drop the proſecution of the frauds 
in the fortifications, (the perſons who ſent it, not 
preciſely known) was by him the next morning 
preſented to the Company, and paid into your 
treaſury, viz, — — — — — 10,000 
' Frauds traced and proved by Mr. Hol- 
well, and fince brought to your credit * 

f : 4. 60,000 

We are ſenſible that the lands ceded by Coffin 
Aly Khan, have been commonly valued only at 


600,000 J. per annum, but we know their real net 
yalue is as above eſtimated, | TEN 
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A GENUINB 


NARRATIVE 


OF THE 


DEPLORABLE DEATHS 


OF THE 


ExcLISsH CENTLEMEN, and Others, who 
were ſuffocated in the Black HoLE in 
FoRT-WILLIAu, at CALCUTTA, in the 
Kingdom of BENGAL ; in the Night ſuc- 
ceeding the 20th Day of Ju NE, 1756. 


In a LETTER to a FRIEND. 


By J. Z. HOLWEL L, Eſq. 


— Quægue ipſe miſerrima vidi, 

Et quorum pars magna fui. Quis talia fando, 
Myrmidonum, Dolopumve, aut duri miles Ulyſſet 
Temperet a lachrymis ? 3 

Virg. Eneid. Lib. ii. 
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TO THE 


A DN. 


HF. ung narrative. will appear, upon 
J peruſal, to be a ſimple detail of a moſt me lan- 


choly event, delivered in the genuine language of 
ſincere concern, in a letter to a friend; from whom 
the greateſt kindneſſes had been received; and in 


whom the greateſt confidence was placed, It was 


written on board the veſſel in which the author 
returned from the Eaſt- Indies, when he had eiſure 
to reflect, and was at liberty to throw upon paper, 
what was too ſtrongly impreſſed upon his memory, 
ever to wear out. If therefore it appears in ſome + 
places a little paſſionate; in others ſomewhat dif- 


fuſe; and, through the whole, tinctured with that 


diſpoſition. under which/it was written ; the occa- 
ſion, and the nature of the performance, will ſuf- 
ficiently excuſe what might have been conſidered 
as imperfe&tions, if it had been intended for the 
public view; and which may perha s be conſidered 
in another light, now, that through a train of un- 
foreſeen accidents,, it comes to appear in print. 

The ſubject being of a very mixed nature, and 
ſomething more than a bare relation of private cala- 
mity, rendered many people curious to ſee it, when- 
it was once known, that fuch a paper exiſted; and 
as there was nothing contained in it, that 8 . 

either 
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either much ſecrecy, or circumſpection, it has beerf 
freely communicated to ſeveral, and amongſt thoſe, 
to ſome perſons of the firſt diſtinction; who thought 
it might gratify public expectation, more eſpecially 
if it appeared in the ſame natural and undiſguiſed 
dreſs, in which they had ſeen it; for truth, and 
more eſpecially ſo affecting a truth, ſtands little in 
need of ornament, and appears to more advantage, 
the leſs it is afliſted by the arts of writing, to which 
the author being a ſtranger, he truſted to his feel- 
ing, and endeavoured to expreſs by his pen, the 
emotions of his heart, He the more readily yielded 
to this requeſt of his friends, from the following 
motives, which, . as they wrought much upon him, 
may poſſibly have ſome weight with you. 

It is ſomewhat rare, to find tranſactions of an 
extraordinary nature delivered circumſtantially by 
thoſe who are notonly acquainted with, but were alfo 
actors in them, whilſt the matter is freſh in their 
minds, and conſequently; when they are fitteſt to 
give a clear, connected, and impartial account. 
This therefore having been his original intention, 
though for the ſatisfaction only of a private friend; 
yet, when called upon to make it public, it ap- 
peared to him a. very perſuaſive argument, as he 
was conſcious to himſelf, that he had written it 
with the ſtricteſt regard to veracity, in every point, 
- and to diſburthen his thoughts of that load of af- 
fliction, which would have been as intolerable as 
the ,misfortune itſelf, if both had not been quali- 
fied by the remembrance of that mercy by which 
he was delivered, and which feemed to claim a 
grateful return -of public acknowledgment, for ſo 
peculiar a deliverance; . 

He was farther moved, by the conſideration that 
there are ſome ſcenes in real life ſo full of miſery 
ard horror, that the boldeſt imagination would not 
dare to feign them, for fear of . 

| He 
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He thought ſuch ſcenes as theſe could not be per- 
mitted, by a wiſe, a beneficent Being, but for the 
ſake of their becoining leſſons to mankind ; and 
he therefore concluded, that this intention could 
never be better anſwered, than by conſenting to 
render them public; that by this means, a door of 
hope, and of confidence, may be opened, to ſuch 
as may hereafter fall under like tryals, by giving 
them an inſtance {and ſure a ſtronger cannot well 
be given), that we ought never to deſpair, when 
innocence and duty have been the cauſes of our 


diſtreſs, 
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4. | FROM 

of. Z. HO LWE LL, EG. 


Wo. DAVIS, Eſq. 


From on board the SVR EN-S LOOP, the 28th of 
February, 1757. 


DAR SIR, 


HE confuſion which the late capture of 
the Eaſt-India Company's ſettlements in 
Bengal muſt neceſſarily excite in the city of 
London, will, I fear, be not a little heightened by 
the miſerable deaths of the greateſt part of thoſe 
gentlemen, 'who were reduced to the ſad neceſſity 
of ſurrendering themſelves priſoners at diſcretion in 
Fort William. | 
By narratives made public you will only know, 
that of one hundred and forty-ſix priſoners, one 
hundred and twenty-three were ſmothered in tte 
Black-Hole priſon, in the night of the 20th of 
June, 1756. Few ſurvived capable of giving ary 
detail of the manner in which it happened; and cf 
6 theſe 
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theſe 1 believe none have attempted it: for my 
own part, I have often ſat down with this reſo. 
lution, and as often relinquiſhed the melancholy 
taſk, not only from the diſturbance and affliction it 
raiſed a-freſh in my remembrance, but from the 
conſideration of the impoſſibility of finding lan- 
age capable of raiſing an adequate idea of the 
e. of the ſcene I eſſayed to draw. But as I 
believe the annals of the world cannot produce an 
incident like it in any degree or proportion to all 
the diſmal circumſtances attending it, and as my 
own health of body and peace of mind are once 
again, in a great meaſure, recovered from the in- 
juries they ſuffered from that fatal night, I cannot 
allow it to be buried in oblivion; though till 
conſcious, that however high the colouring my 
retentive memory may ſupply, it will fall infinitely 
mort of the horrors accompanying this ſcene. 
Theſe defects muſt, and I doubt not, will be 
aſſiſted by your own humane and benevolent ima- 
gination; in the exercife of which I never knew 
you deficient, where: unmerited diſtreſs was the 

object. 5 | 
The ſea air has already had that ſalutary effect 
on my conſtitution I expected; and my mind 
enjoys a calm it has been many months a ſtranger 
to, ſtrengthened by a clear chearful ſky and atmoſ- 
phere, joined to an unuſual pleaſant gale, with 
which we are paſſing the equinoctial. I can now, 
therefore, look bk with leſs agitation on the 
dreadful night I am going to deſcribe; and with 
a grateful heart ſincerely acknowledge, and deeply 
revere that Providence, which alone could have 
preferved me through that and all my ſucceeding. 
ſufferings and hazards. 3 
Before T conduct you into the Black-Hole, it is 
neceſſary you ſhould be acquainted with a few 
5 | introductory 
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introductory circumſtahices. The Suba * and his 
troops were in poſſeſſion of the fort before ſix in 
the evening. I had in all three interviews with 
him: the laſt in Durbar + before ſeven, when 
he repeated his aſſurances to me, on the word of a 
ſoldier, that no harm ſhould come to us; and in- 
deed I believe his orders were only general, That 


we ſhould for that night be ſecured z and that what 


followed was the reſult of revenge and reſentment 
in the breaſts of the lower Jemmaatdaars 2, to 
whoſe cuſtody we were delivered, for the number 
of their order killed during the fiege. Be this as 
it may, as ſoon as it was dark, we were all, with- 
out diſtinction, directed by the guard over us, to 
collect ourſelves into one body, and fit down quietl 

under the arched Veranda or piazza, to the welt 
of the Black-Hole priſon, and the barracks to 
the lefr of the court of guard ; and juſt over-againſt 
the windows of the governor's eaſterly apartments. 
Beſides the guard over us, another was placed at 
the foot of the ſtairs at the ſouth end of this 
Veranda, leading up to the ſouth-eaſt baſtion, to 
prevent any of us elcaping that way. On the 


parade (where you will remember the two twenty- 


four pounders ſtood) were alſo drawn up about 
four or five hundred gun-men with lighted 

matches. | 
At this time the factory was in flames to the right 
and left of us; to the right the Armory and Labo- 
ratory; to the left the Carpenter's yard: though 
at this time we imagined it was the Cotta-ware- 
houſes ]. Various were our conjectures on this. ap- 
pearance; the fire advanced with rapidity on both 
ſides; and it was the prevailing opinion, that they 
intended ſuffocating us between the two fires: and 
1 05 CG ©: this 


» Suzajud-Dowla, viceroy of Bengal; Bakar, and Orixa. 
+ In council. An officer of the rank of Serjeant. 


The Company's cloth warehouſes. 
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this notion was confirmed by the e ent 
half an hour paſt ſeven, of ſome officers and 
people with lighted torches in their hands, who 
went into all the apartments under the eaſterly 
curtain to the right of us; to which we appre- 
hended they were ſetting fire, to expedite their 
ſcheme of burning us. On this we preſently came 
to a reſolution, of ruſhing on the guard, ſeizing 
their ſcymitars, and attacking the troops upon the 
parade, rather than be thus tamely roaſted to death. 
But to be ſatisfied of their intentions, I advanced, 
at the requeſt of Meſſrs. Baillie, Jenks, and Revely, 
to tee if they were really ſetting fire to the apart- 
ments, and found the contrary; for in fact, as it 
appeared afterwards, they were only ſcarching for 
a place to confine us in; the laſt they examined 
being the barracks of the court of guard behind 
us, | 118 
Here I muſt detain you a little, to do honour to 
the memory of a man, to whom I had in many 
inſtances been a friend, and who, on this occaſion, 
demonſtrated his ſenſibility of it in a degree worthy 
of a much higher rank. His name was Leech, the 
Company's ſmith, as well as clerk of the pariſh; 
this man had made his eſcape when the Moors 
entered the fort, and returned juſt as it was dark, 
to tell me he had provided a boat, and would enſure 
my eſcape, if I would follow him through a paſ- 
ſage few were acquainted with, and by which he 
had then entered, (This might eaſily have been 
accompliſhed, as the guard put over us took but 
very ſlight notice of us.) thanked him in the 
beſt terms I was able; but told him it was a ſtep 
I could not prevail on myſelf to take, as I ſhould 
thereby very ill repay the attachment the gentle- 
men and the garriſon had ſhewn to me; and, that 
I was reſolved to ſhare their fate, be it what it 
would: but preſſed him to ſecure his own eſcape 
without 
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without loſs of time; to which he gallantly re- 
plied, that © then he was reſolved to ſhare mine, 


x a 


„ and would not leave me.” | 


To myſelf and the world I ſhould ſurely have 


ſtood excuſed in embracing the overture above- 
mentioned, could I have conceived what imme- 
_ diately followed; for I had ſcarce time to make 
him an anſwer, before we obſerved part of the 


uard drawn up on the parade, advance to us. 


with the officers who had been viewing the rooms. 
They ordered us all to riſe and go into the barracks 
to the left of the court of guard. The barracks, 
you may remember, have a large wooden platform 
for the ſoldiers to ſleep on, and are open to the 
welt by arches and a ſmall parapet-wall, correſpon- 
ding to the arches of the Veranda without. In 
we. went molt readily, and were pleaſing ourſelves 
with the proſpect of paſſing a comfortable night 


on the platform, little dreaming of the infernal 
apartments in reſerve for us. For we were no 


ſooner all within the barracks, than the guard 
advanced to the inner arches and parapet-wall ; and, 
with their muſkets preſented, ordered us to 

into the room at the ſouthermoſt end of the bar- 
racks, commonly called the Black-Hole priſon ; 
whilſt others from the Court of Guard, with elubs 
and drawn ſcymitars, preſſed upon thoſe of us 
next to them. This ſtroke was ſo ſudden, ſo un- 
expected, and the throng and preſſure ſo great upon 
us next the door of the Black-Hole priſon, there 
was no reſiſting it; but like one agitated wave im- 
pelling another, we were obliged to give way and 
enter; the reſt followed like a torrent, few amongſt 


us, the ſoldiers excepted, having the leaſt idea of the. 


dimenſions or nature of a place we had never ſeen : 
for if we had, we ſhould at all events have ruſhed 
upon the guard, and been, as the leſſer evil, by 


our own choice cut to pieces. CNT 
Cc 4 Amongſt 
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Amongſt the firſt that entered, were myſelf, 
 Mefirs. Baillie, Jenks, Cooke, T. Coles, Enſign 
Scot, Revely, Law, Buchanan, &c. I got poſ- 
ſeſſion of the window neareſt the door, and took 
Meſſrs. Coles and Scot into the window with me, 
they being both wounded (the firſt I believe mor- 
tally). The reſt of the above-mentioned gentle- 
men were cloſe round me. It was now about eight 
o'clock. 
ure to yourſelf, my friend, if poſſible, the 
ſituation of a hundred and forty-ſix wretches, ex- 
hauſted by continual fatigue and action, thus cram- 
med together in a cube of about eighteen feet, in 
a cloſe ſultry night, in Bengal, ſhut up to the eaſt- 
ward and fouthward (the only quarters from whence 
air could reach us) by dead walls, and by a wall 
and door to the north, open only to the weſtward 
by two windows, ſtrongly barred with iron, from 
which we could receive ſcarce any the leaſt circu- 
lation of freſh air. | 
What muſt enſue, appeared to me in lively and 
dreadful colours, the inſtant I caſt my eyes round, 
and faw the ſize and ſituation of the room. Many 
unſucceſsful attempts were made to force the door; 
for having nothing but our hands to work wich, 
and the door opening . all endeavours were 
vain and fruitleſs. | 
Obſerving every one giving way to the violence 
of paſſions, which I foreſaw mult be fatal to them, 
I requeſted ſilence might be preſerved, whilſt I 
ipoke to them, and in the molt pathetic and moving 
t rms which occurred, I begged and intreated, 
that as they had paid a ready obedience to me in 
the day, they would now for their own ſakes, and 
the ſakes of thoſe who were dear to them, and were 
intereſted in the preſervation of their lives, regard 
the advice I had to give them. I affured them, 
the return of day wound give us air and liberty; 
urged 
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urged to them, that the only chance we had left 
for ſuſtaining this misfortune, and ſurviving the 
night, mr. preſerving a calm mind and quiet 
reſignation to our fate; intreating them to curb, 
as much as poflible, every agitation of mind and 
body, as raving and giving a looſe to their paſſions 
could anſwer no purpoſe, but that of haſtening 
their deſtruction.“ 

This remonſtrance produced a ſhort interval 
of peace, and gave me a few minutes for reflection: 
though even this pauſe was not a little diſturbed 
by the cries and groans of the many wounded, and' 
more particularly of my two companions in the 
window. Death, attended with the moſt cruel 
train of circumſtances, I plainly perceived muſt 
prove our inevitable deftiny. I had ſeen this com- 
mon migration in too many ſhapes, and accuſ- 
tomed myſelf to think on the ſubject with roo 
much propriety to be alarmed at the proſpect, and 
indeed felt much more for my wretched companions 
than myſelf. 

Amongſt the guards poſted at the windows, I 
obſerved an old Jemmautdaar near me, who ſeemed 
to carry ſome compaſſion for us in his countenance z 
and indeed he was the only one of the many in 
his ſtation, who diſcovered the leaſt trace of hu- 
manity, I called him to me, and in the moſt 
ſuaſive terms I was capable, urged him. to com- 
miſerate the ſufferings he was a witneſs to, and 
preſſed him to endeayour to get us ſeparated, half 
in one place, and half in another; and that he 
ſhould in the morning receive a thouſand Rupees 
for this act of tenderneſs. He promited he would 
attempt it, and withdrew ; but in a few minutes 
returned, and told me it was impoſſible. I then 
thought I had been deficient in my offer, and pro- 
miſed him two thouſand. He withdrew a ſecond 
time, but returned ſoon, and (with 1 believe much 

| real 
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real pity and concern) told me, it was not practi- 
cable; that it could not be done but by the Suba's 
orders, and that no one dared awake him. 
During this interval, though their paſſions were 
leſs violent, their uneaſineſs increaſed. We had 
been but few minutes confined, before every one 
fell into a perſpiration ſo profuſe, you can form no 
idea of it. This conſequently brought on a raging 
thirſt, which ſtill increaſed, in proportion as the 
body was drained of its moiſture. _ 

Various expedients were thought of to give 
more room and air. To obtain the former, it was 
moved to put off their cloaths. This was approved 
as a happy motion, and in a few minutes I believe 
every man was ſtripped (myſelf, Mr. Court, and 
the two wounded young gentlemen by me, ex- 
cepted). For a little time they flattered them- 
ſelves with having gained a mighty advantage 
every hat was put in motion, to produce a circu- 
lation of air; and Mr. Baillie propoſed that every 
man ſhould fit down on his hams, As they were 
truly in the ſituation of drowning wretches, no 
wonder they caught at every thing that bore a flat- 
tering appearance of ſaving them. This expe- 
dient was ſeveral times put in practice, and at each 
time many of the poor creatures, whoſe natural 
ſtrength was leſs than others, or had been more 
exhauſted, and could not immediately recover their 
legs, as others did, when the word was given to 
RISE, fell to riſe no more; for they were-inſtantly 
trod to death, or ſuffocated. When the whole 
body ſat down, they were ſo cloſely wedged toge- 
ther, that they were obliged to uſe many efforts, 
before they could put themſelves in motion to get 
up again. | 

Before nine o'clock every man's thirſt grew into- 
lerable, and reſpiration difficult. Our ſituation was 
much more wretched than that of ſo many miſerable 
| 2 t animals 
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animals in an exhauſted receiver; no circulation of 
freſh air ſufficient to continue life, nor yet enough 
diveſted of its vivifying particles to put a ſpeedy 
period to it. 5 . 
Efforts were again made to force the door, but 
in vain. Many inſults were uſed to the guard, to 
rovoke them to fire in upon us (which, as I 
arned afterwards, were carried to much greater 
lengths, when I was no more ſenſible of what was 
tranſacted). For my own part, I hitherto felt 
little pain or uneaſineſs, but what reſulted from 
my anxiety for the ſufferings of thoſe within. By 
keeping my face between two of the bars, I ob- 
tained air enough to give my lungs eaſy play, tho? 
my perſpiration was exceſſive, and thirſt commenc- 
ing. At this period, ſo ſtrong an urinous volatile 
efffuvia came from the priſon, that I was not able 
to turn my head that way, for more than a few 
ſeconds of time. 
Now every body, excepting thoſe ſituated in 
and near the windows, began to grow outragious, 
and many delirious: Water, Water, became the 
general cry. And the old Jemmautdaar, before 
mentioned, taking pity on us, ordered 'the people 
to bring ſome ſkins of water, little dreaming, I 
believe, of its fatal effects. This was what I 
dreaded. I foreſaw it would prove the ruin of the . 
ſmall chance left us, and eſſayed many times to 1 8 
ſpeak to him privately to forbid its being brought; 
but the clamour was ſo loud, it became impoſſible. | * 
: The water appeared. Words cannot paint to you 
: the univerſal agitation and raving the fight of it 11 
6 threw us into. I had flattered myſelf that ſome, 
by preſerving an equal temper of mind, might 
outlive the night; but now the reflection which 
Fon me the greateſt pain, was, that I ſaw no poſ- 
ibility of one eſcaping to tell the diſmal tale. 
| Until 
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; Until the water came, I had myſelf not ſuffered 
much from thirſt, which inſtantly grew exceſſive. . 
We had no means of conveying it into the priſon, 
but by hats forced through the bars ; and thus my- 
ſelf, and Meſſrs. Coles and Scot (notwithſtandin 
the pains they ſuffered from their wounds) N 
them as faſt as poſſible. But thoſe, who have ex- 
perienced intenſe thirſt, or are acquainted with the 
cauſe and nature of this appetite, will be ſuffi- 
ciently ſenſible it could receive no more than a 
momentary alleviation; the cauſe ſtill ſubſiſted. 
Though we brought full hats within the bars, 
there enſued ſuch violent ſtruggles, and frequent 
conteſts, to get at it, that before it reached the lips 
of any one, there would be ſcarcely a ſmall tea-cup 
full left in them, Theſe ſupplies, like ſprinkling 
water on fire, only ſerved to feed and raiſe the 
flame. 

Oh! my dear Sir, how ſhall I give you a con- 
ception of what I felt at the cries and ravings of 
thoſe in the remoter parts of the priſon, who could 
.not entertain a probable hope of obtaining a drop, 
E could not diveſt themſelves of expectation, 

owever unavailing ! And others calling on me by 
the tender conſiderations of friendſhip and affec- 
tion, and who knew they were really dear to me. 
Think, if poſſible, what my heart muſt have ſuf- 
fered at ſeeing and hearing their diſtreſs, without 
having it in my power to relieve them; for the 
confuſion now became general and horrid. Several 

uitted the other window (the only change they had 
or life) to force their way to the water, and the 
throng and preſs upon the window was beyond 
bearing; many forcing their paſſage from the fur- 
ther part of the room, preſſed down thoſe in their 
2 who. had leſs ſtrength, and trampled them to 
Cath. r. 
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Can it gain belief, that this ſcene of miſery proved 
entertainment to the brutal wretches without ? But 
ſo it was; and they took care to keep us ſupplied 
with water, that they might have the ſatisfaction of 
ſeeing us fight for it, as they phraſed it, and held 
up lights to the bars, that they might loſe no part 
of the inhuman diverſion, 

From about nine to near eleven, I ſuſtained this 
cruel ſcene and painful fituation, ftill ſupply! 

them with water, though my legs were molt 
broke with the weight againſt them. By this time 
F myſelf was very near prefſed to death, and my 
two companions, with Mr, William Parker, (who 
had forced himtelf into the window) were really ſo. 

For a great while they preſerved a refpe& and 
regard to me, more than indeed I could well ex- 
pect, our circumſtances conſidered; but now all 
diſtinction was loſt. friend Baillie, Meſſrs. 
Jenks, Revely, Law, — 
feveral others, for whom J had a real efteem and 
affection, had for ſome time been dead at my feet, 
and were now . trampled upon by every corporal 
or common ſoldier, who, by the help of more ro- 


buſt conſtitutions, had forced their way to the win- 


dow, and held faft by the bars over me, till at laſt 
I became fo preſſed and wedged up, I was Roprivep 
of all motion, 

Determined now to give every ag up, I called 
to them, and begged, as the laſt inſtance of their 
regard, they would remove the preſſure upon me, 
and permit me to retire out of the window, to die 
in quiet. They gave way; and with much diffi- 
culty I forced a paſſage into the center of the priſon, 
where the throng was leſs by the many dead, (then 
1 believe amounting to one-third) and the num- 
bers who flocked to the windows; for by this n. 
Fey Þ had water ba at hers athes windows >& d ten 
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In the Black-Hole there is a platform“ correſ- 
ponding with that in the barracks : I travelled over 
the dead, and repaired to the further end of it, juſt 
oppoſite the other window, and ſeated myſelf on the 
——— between Mr. Dumbleton and Capt. Ste- 
venſon, the former juſt then expiring. I was ſtill 
happy in the ſame calmneſs of mind I had preſerved 
the whole time; death I expected as unavoidable, 
and only lamented: its ſlow approach, though the 
moment I quitted the window, my breathing grew 
ſhort and painful, Page St (5214 <3; 
Here my poor friend Mr. Edward Eyre came 
ſtaggering over the dead to me, and with his uſual 
coolneſs and good-nature, aſced me how I did? 
but fell and expired before I had time to make him 
a reply. I laid myſeif down on ſome of the dead 
behind me, on the platform; and recommending 
myſelf to heaven, had the comfort of thinking my 
ſufferings could have no long duration. 
My thirſt grew now inſupportable, and difficulty 
of breathing much increaſed; and I had not re- 
mained in this ſituation, 1 believe, ten minutes, 
when I was ſeized with a pain in my breaſt, and 
palpitation of my heart, both to the moſt exquilite 
degree. Theſe rouſed and obliged me to get up 
again; but ſtill the pain, palpitation, thirſt, and 
difficulty of breathing increaſed. I retained my 
ſenſes notwithſtanding, and had the grief to ſee 
death not ſo near me as I hoped; but could no 
longer, bear the pains I ſuffered without attempting 
a relief, which J knew. freſh air would and could 
only give me. I inſtantly determined to puſh for 
the window oppolite to me; and by an effort of 
double the ſtrength I ever before poſſeſſed, gained 
A as | Pitt! the 
This platform was raiſed between three and four feet 
from the floor, open underneath : it extended the whole 


leppth of the eaſt fide of the priſon, and was about fix feet 
WI 
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the third rank at it, with one hand ſeized a bar, 
and by. that means gained a fecond, though I think 
there were at leaft fix or ſeven ranks between me 
and the window. 1 

In a few moments my pain, palpitation, 44 
difficulty of breathing ceaſed; but my thirſt con- 
tinued intolerable. I called aloud for « warzr 
% rFoR Gop's SAKE:” had been concluded dead; 
but as ſoon as they heard me amongſt them, they 
had ſtill the reſpect and tenderneſs for me, to cry 
out, GIVE HIM WATER, GIVE HIM WATER !” 
nor would one of them at the window attempt to 
touch it until J had drank. But from the water 1 
found no relief; my thirſt was rather increaſed by 
it; fol determined to drink no more, but patiently 
wait the event; and kept my mouth moiſt from 
time to time by ſucking the perſpiration out of my 
ſhirt-ſleeves, and catching the drops as they feli, 
like heavy rain from my head and face: you can 
hardly imagine, how unhappy I was it any of them 
eſcaped my mouth. 

I came into the priſon without coat or waiſtcoat; 
the ſeaſon was too hot to bear the former, and the 
latter tempted the avarice of one of the guards, who 
robbed me of it when we were under the Veranda. 
Whilſt I was at this ſecond window, I was ob- 
ſerved by one of my miſerable companions on the 
right of me, in the expedient of allaying my thirſt 
by ſucking my ſhirt- ſlceve. He took the hint, and 
robbed me from time to time of a conſiderable part 
of my ſtore ; though after J detected him, I had 
ever the addreſs to begin on that ſleeve firſt, when 
I thought my reſervoirs were ſufficiently reple- 
niſhed; and our mouths and noſes often met in the 
conteſt. This plunderer, I found afterwards, was 
a worthy young gentleman in the ſcrvice, Mr. 
Luchington, one of the few who eſcaped from 
death, and ſince paid me the compliment of aſſur- 
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ing me, he believed he owed his life to the many 
comfortable draughts he had from my ſleeves. I 
mention this incident, as I think nothing can give 
you a more lively idea of the melancholy ſtate and 
diſtreſs we were reduced to. Before I hit upon this 
happy expedient, I had, in an ungovernable fit of 
thirſt, attempted dtinking my urine; but it was fo 
intenſely bitter there was no enduring a ſecond 
taſte, whereas no Briſtol water could be more ſoft 
or pleaſant than what aroſe from perſpiration. 
By halt an hour paſt eleven the much greater 
number of thoſe living were in an outrageous de- 
rium, and the others quite ungovernable ; few 
retaining any calmneſs, but the ranks next the win- 
dows. By what I had felt myſelf, I was fully ſen- 
ſible what thoſe within ſuffered;; but had only 
pity to beſtow upon them, not then thinkin 
how ſoon I ſhould myſelf become a greater objec 
of it. 

They all now found, that water, inſtead of re- 
lieving, rather heightened their uncafinefſes ; and, 
« Alk, Air,” was the general cry. Every inſult 
that could be deviſed againſt the guard, all the 
opprobrious names and abuſe that the Suba, Mo- 
nickchund , &c. could be loaded with, were re- 
peated to provoke the guard to fire upon us, every 
man that could, ruſhing tumultuouſly towards the 
windows with eager hopes of meeting the firſt ſhor. 
Then a general prayer to heaven, to haſten the 
approach of the flames to the right and left of us, 
and put a period to our miſery. But theſe failing, 
they whoſe. ſtrength and ſpirits were quite ex- 
hauſted, laid themſclves down and expired quietly 
upon their fellows: others who had yet ſome 
ſtrength and vigour left, made a laſt effort for 
the Las and ſeveral ſucceeded by leaping and 

ſcrambling 


* Rajah Monickehund, appotared by the Suba Governor 
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ſcrambling over the backs and heads of thoſe in the 
firſt ranks; and got hold of the bars, from which 
there was no removing them. Many to the right 
and left ſunk with the violent preſſure, and were 
ſoon ſuffocated; for now a ſteam aroſe from the 
living and the dead, which affected us in all its 
circumſtances, as if we were forcibly held with our 
heads over a bowl full of ſtrong volatile ſpirit of 
hartſhorn, until ſuffocated ; nor could the effluvia 
of the one be diſtinguiſhed from the other; and 
frequently, when I was forced by the load upon 
my head and ſhoulders, to hold my face down, I 
was obliged, near as I was to the window, inſtantly 
to raiſe it again to eſcape ſuffocation. 

I need not, my dear friend, aſk your commiſe- 
ration, when I tell you, that in this plight, from 
half an hour paſt eleven till near two in the morn- 
ing, I ſuſtained the weight of a heavy man, with 
his knees in my back, and the preſſure of his whole 
body on my head. A Dutch ſerjeant, who had 
taken his ſeat upon my left ſhoulder, and a Topaz + 
bearing on my right; all which nothing could have 
enabled me long to ſupport, but the props and 
preſſure equally ſuſtaining me all around, The 
two latter I frequently diſlodged, by ſhifting my 
hold on the bars, and driving my knuckles into 
their ribs; but my friend above ſtuck faſt, and 
as he held by two bars, was immoveable. 

When I had bore this conflict above an hour, 
with a train of wretched reflections, and ſeeing no 
glimpſe of hope on which to found a proſpect of 
relief, my ſpirits, reſolution, and every ſentiment 
of religion gave way. I found 1 was unable 
much longer to ſupport this trial, and could not 
bear the dreadful thoughts of retiring into the 


inner part of the priſon, where I had before ſuffered 
D d ſo 
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ſo much. Some infernal ſpirit, taking the advan- 
tage of this period, brought te my remembrance 
my having à ſmall claſp penknife in my pocket, 
with which I determined inſtantly to open my arte- 
ries, and finiſh” a ſyſtem no longer to be borne, 
I had got it out, when heaven interpoſed, and 
reſtored te to freſh ſpirits and reſolution, with an 
abhorrence of the act of cowardice I was juſt 
going to commit: I exerted a-new my ſtrength 
and fortitude; but the repeated trials and efforts 
I made to diſlodge the inſufferable incumbrances 
upon me at Jaſt quite exhauſted me, and towards 
two o'clock, finding I muſt quit the window, or 
ſink where I was, I refolved on the former, having 
bore, truly for the ſake of others, infinitely more 
for life than the beſt of it is worth. 
In the rank cloſe behind me was an officer of one 
of the ſhips, whoſe name was Carey, who had 
behaved with much bravery during the ſiege, (his 
wife, a fine woman though country-born, would 
not quit him, but accompanied him into the priſon, 
and was one who furvived.) This poor wretch had 
been long raving for water and air; I told him J 
was determined to give up life, and recommended 
his gaining my ſtation. © On my quitting, he made 
a fruitleſs attempt to get my place; but the 
Dutch ſerjeant who fat on * ſhoulder ſupplanted 
him. 

Poor Carey expreſſed his thankfulneſs; and faid, 
he would give up life too; but it was with the 
urmoſt labour we torced our way from the window, 
(ſeveral in the inner ranks appearing to me dead 
ftanding *®.) He laid himſelf down to die: and 
his death, I be lieve, was very ſudden ; for he was 
a ſhort, full. ſanguine man: his ſtrength was great, 
and I imagine, had-he not retired with me; I ſhould 
never have been able-to have forced my way. 

J was 


5 Unable to fall by the throng and equal preſſure round. 
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I was at this time ſenſible of no pain and little 
uncaſineſs: I can give you no better idea of my 
ſituation than by repeating my ſimile of the bowl of 
ſpirit of hartſhorn. I found a ſtupor coming on 


a- pace, and laid myſelf down by that gallant old 


man, the reverend Mr. Jervas Bellamy, who lay 


dead with his ſon the lieutenant, hand in hand, near 


the ſouthermoſt wall of the priſon. 

When I had lain there ſome little time, I ſtill 
had reflection enough to ſuffer ſome uneaſineſs in 
the thought, that I. ſhould be trampled upon, 
when dead, as I myſelf had done to others. With 
ſome difficulty I raiſed myſelf, and gained the 
platforni a ſecond time, where I preſently loſt all 
lenſation : the laſt trace of ſenſibility that I have 
been able to recollect after my lying down, was 
my faſh being uneaſy about my waiſte, which I 
untied and threw from me. | 

Of what paſſed in this interval to the time of 
my reſurrection from this hole of horrors, I can 
give you no account ; and indeed, the particulars 
mentioned by ſome of the gentlemen who ſurvived, 
(ſolely by the number of. thoſe dead, by which 
they gained a freer acceſſion of air, and approach 
to the windows) were ſo exceſſively abſurd and 
contradictory, as to convince me, very few of them 
retained their ſenſes; or at leaſt, loſt them ſoon 
atter they came into-the open air, by the fever they 
carried out with them. 

In my own eſcape from abſolute death the hand 
of heaven was manifeſtly exerted : the manner take 
as follows. When the day broke, and the gentle- 
men found that no intreaties could prevail to get the 
door opened, it cc.urrcd to one of them, | chink 
to Mr. tecretary Cooke) to make a ſearch for me, in 
hopes I might have influence enough to gain a re- 
leate from this ſcene of miſery. Accordingly Meſſts. 
Luſhington and Waicot undertook the ſearch, and 
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by my ſhirt diſcovered me under the dead upon 
the platform. They. took me from thence ; and 
imagining I had ſome ſigns of life, brought me 


toward the window I had firſt poſſeſſion of. 


But as life was equally dear to every man, (and 
the ſtench ariſing from the dead bodies was grown 


intolerable) no one would give up his ſtation in or 
near the window: ſo they were obliged to carry 


me back again. But ſoon after Captain Mills 
(now captain of the company's yacht) who was 
in poſſeſſion of a ſeat in the window, had the 
humanity tg offer to reſign it. I was again brought 
by the ſangfyggentilemen, and placed in the window. 
'WMuncture the Suba, who had received an 
account the havock death had made amongſt 
of his Jemmautdaars to inquire if the 
chief ſuryed. They ſhewed me to him; told 
him I hadf appearance of life remaining, and be- 
lieved I nht recover if the door was opened very 
ſoon. This anſwer being returned to the Suba, an 
order came immediately for our releaſe, it being 
then, neax ſix in the morning. 
he 97 air at the window ſoon brought me to 

life; and a few minutes after the departure of the 
Jemmautdaar, I was reſtored to my ſight and 
ſenſes. But oh! Sir, what words ſhall I adopt to 
tell you the whole that my foul ſuffered at review- 
ing the dreadful deſtruction round me? I will not 
attempt it; and indeed, tears (a tribute I believe 
I ſhall ever pay to the remembrance of this ſcene, 
and to the memory of thoſe brave and valuable 
men) ſtop my pen. * 

The little ſtrength remaining amongſt the moſt 
robuſt who ſurvived, made it a difficult ratk to 
remove the dead piled up againſt the door; fo 
that I believe it was more than twenty minutes 
before we obtained a paſſage out for one at a 
time. | 


1 T had 
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'T had ſoon reaſon to be convinced the particular 


inquiry made after me did not reſult from any 
dictate of favour, humanity, or contrition ; when 
I came out, I found myſelf in a high putrid fever, 
and, not being able to tand, threw myſelf on the 
wet graſs without the Veranda, when a meſſage was 
brought me, ſignifying I muſt immediately attend 
the Suba, Not being capable of walking, they 
were obliged to ſupport me under each arm; and 
on the way, one of the Jemmautdaurs told me, as 
a friend, to make a full confeſſion where the trea- 
ſure was buried in the fort, or that in half an hour 


I ſhould be ſhot off from the mouth of a cannon *. 


The intimation gave me no manner of concern ; 
for, at that juncture, I ſhould have eſteemed death 
the greateſt favour the tyrant could have beſtowed 
upon me. 

Being brought into his preſence, he ſoon obſerved 
the wretched plight I was in, and ordered a large 
folio volume, which lay on a heap of plunder, to 
be brought for me to fit on. I endeavoured two 
or three times to ſpeak, but my tongue was dry 
and without motion. He ordered me water. As 
ſoon as I got ſpeech, I began to recount the gliſmal 
cataſtrophe of my miſerable companions. BN he 
ſtopt me ſhort, with telling me, he was well in- 
formed of great treaſure being buried or ſecreted 
in the fort, and that I was privy to it; and if I ex- 
pected favour, muſt diſcover it. 

[ urged every thing I could to convince him 
there was no truth in the information; or that if 
any ſuch thing had been done, it was without my 
knowledge. I reminded him of his repeated aſſur- 
ance to me, the day before; but he reſumed the 


ſubject of the treaſure, and all I could ſay ſeemed _ 


to gain no credit with him, I was ordered priſoner 
Dd 3 under 
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under Mhir Muddon, General of the Houſhold 
Troops. 

Amongſt the guard which carried me from the 
Suba, one bore a large Moratter battle axe, which 
gave riſe, I imagine, to Mr. Secretary Cooke's 
belief and report to the fleet, that he ſaw me car- 
ried out, with the edge of the ax towards me, to 
have my head ſtruck off. This I believe is the 
only account you will have of me, until I bring you 
a better myſelf. But to reſume my ſubject: I was 
ordered to the camp of Mhir Muddon's quarters, 
within the out ward ditch, ſomething ſhort of Omy- 
chund's garden (which you know is above three 
miles from the fort) and with me Meſſieurs Court, 
Walcot, and Burdet. The reſt, who ſurvived the 
fatal night, gained their liberty, except Mrs. Carey, 
who Was too young and handſome. The dead 
bodies were promiſcuoufly thrown into the ditch 
of our unfiniſhed ravelin, and covered with the 
earth, 

My being treated with this ſeverity, I have 
ſufficient reaſon to affirm, proceeded from the fol- 
lowing cauſes. The Suba's reſentment for my 
defending the fort, after the Governor, &c. had 
| abandoned.-it ; his prepoſſeſſion touching the trea- 
ſure 3 and thirdly, the inſtigations of Omychund *, 
in reſentment for my not releaſing him out of pri- 
fon, as ſoon as I had the command of the fort; 
a circumſtance, which in the heat and hurry f 
action, never once occurred to me, or I had cer- 
tainly done it; becauſe I thought his impriſonment 
unjuſt: But that the hard treatment 1 met with, 
may truly be attributed in a great meaſure to his 
ſuggeſtion and inſinuations, I am well aſſured, from 
the whole of his ſubſequent conduct; and this 
further confirmed me, in the three gentlemen ſe- 
lected to be my companions, againſt each of _ 

0 


"0 great Gentoo merchant of Calcutta, | 
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he is conceived particular reſentment'; and you 
know Omychund can never forgive. 
We were conveyed in a Hackery * to the camp 
the 21ſt of June, in the morning, and ſoon loaded 
with fetters, and ſtowed all four in a ſcapoy's tent, 
about four feet long, three wide, and about three 
high; fo that we were half in, half out: All night 


it rained ſeverely. Diſmal as this was, it appeared 


a paradiſe compared with our lodging the preceding 
night. Here I became covered from head to foot 
with large painful boils, the firſt fymprom of my 
recovery; for until theſe appeared, ap fever did 
not leave me. 

On the morning of the 22d, they end us 
to town in our fetters, under the ſcorching beams 
of an intenſe hot ſun, and lodged us at the Dock- 
head in the open ſmall Veranda, fronting the river, 
where we had a ſtrong guard over us, commanded 
by Bundo Sing Hazary, an officer under Mhir 
Muddon. Here the other gentlemen broke out 
Iikewiſe in boils all over their bodies (a happy cir- 
cumſtance, which, as I afterwards learned, at- 


tended every one who came out of the 1 rat 


Hole.) 

On our arrival at this 1 "4 we ſoon were given 
to underſtand, we ſhould be embarked for Muxa- 
dabad +, where I think you have never been; and 
ſince I have brought you thus far, you may as well 
take this trip-with us likewiſe. I have much letture 


on my hands at preſent; and, you n you may 


chuſe your leiſure for peruſal. 

We ſer out on our travels from the Dock- head 
the 24th in the afternoon, and were embarked on 
a large Wollack 4, containing part of Bundo 
Sing's plunder, &c. She bulged a-ſhore a little 
Ader we — off, and broke one ot her floor timbers: 
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however they puſhed on, thoughiſhe made ſo much 
water ſhe could hardly ſwim. Our bedſtead and 
bedding were a platform of looſe unequal bamboos 
laid on the bottom timbers : ſo that when they had 
been negligent in bailing, we frequently waked 
wich half of us in the water. We had hardly any 
cloaths to our bodies, and nothing but a bit of 
mat, and a bit or two of old gunny-bag, which we 
begged at the Dock-head to D defend us from the 
ſun, rains, and dews. Our food only rice, and 
the water along - ſide, which, you know, is neither 
very clean, nor N palatable, in the rains: but 
there was enough of it without ſcrambling. 

In ſhort, Sir, though our diſtreſſes in this ſitua- 
tion, covered with tormenting boils, and loaded with 
irons, will be thought, and doubtleſs were, very 
deplorable; yet the grateful' conſideration . of our 
being ſo providentially a remnant of the ſaved, 
made every thing elſe appear light to us. Our 
Tice and water- diet, deſigned as a grievance to us, 
Vouas certainly our preſervation: for, could we (cir- 
cumſtanced as we were) have indulged 1 in feln and 
Wine, we had died beyond all doubt. | 
When we arrived at Hougly fort, I wrote 

ſhort letter to governor: Biſdom (by means of a a 
pencil and blank leaf of a volume of Archbiſhop 
Tillotſon's ſermons given us by one of our guard, 
part of his plunder) adviſing him of our miſerable 
plight. He had the humanity to diſpatch three 
ſeveral boats after us, with freſh proviſions, liquors, 
cloaths, and money; neither of which reached us. 
But, . Whatever is, is right.“ Our rice and 

water were more ſalutatfy and proper for us. 
VM.aatters ridiculous and droll abundantly occurred 
in the courſe of our trip. But theſe I will poſtpone 
for a perſonal recital, that I may laugh with you, 
and will only mention, that my hands alone being 
free from . 15 Was obliged for ſome 

| time 
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time to turn nurſe, and feed my poor diſtreſſed 


companions. | 1 
When we came oppoſite to Santipore, they found 
the Wollack would not be able to proceed further, 
for want of water in the river; and one of the 
guard was ſent a-ſhore to demand of the Zemindar * 
of that diſtrift, light boats to carry priſoners of 
ſtate under their charge to Muxadabad. The Ze- 
mindar, giving no' credit to the fellow, muſtered 
his guard of pykes, beat him, and drove him 
away. | 
This, on the return of the Burkandaſs, raiſed a 
moſt furious combuſtion. Our Jemmautdaar or- 
dered his people to arms, and the reſolution was to 
take the Zemindar and carry him bound a priſoner 
to Muxadabad. Accordingly: they landed with 
their fire-arms, ſwords, and targets; when it oc- 
curred to one miſchievous mortal amongſt them, 
that the taking me with them, would be a proof 
of their commiſſion, and the high offence the 
Zemindar had committed, 1 5 55 | 


Being immediately lugged ' aſhore, I urged the 


impoſſibility of my walking, covered as my legs 


were with boils, and ſeveral of them in the way 


of my fetters; and intreated, if I muſt go, that 
they would for the time take off my irons, as it 
was not in my power to eſcape from them; for 
they ſaw I was hardly able to ſtand. But I might 
as well have petitioned tygers, -or made ſupplication 
to the wind. I was obliged to crawl : They ſignified 
to me, it was now my buſineſs to obey, and that 1 


mould remember, I was not then in the Kella of 


Allynagore T. Thus was I marched in a fcorchs 
ing ſun, near noon, for more than a mile and 
half; my legs running in a ſtream of blood from 
the irritation of my irons, and myſelf ready to 


* A proprietor of land. + The name given to 
Calcutta, by the Suba, after the c3pture, 
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drop every ſtep with. exceſſive faintneſs and un- 
ſpeakable pain. 

When we came near the Cutcherry. of the dittri, 
the Zemindar with his pykes was drawn up ready 
to receive us; but as ſoon as they preſented me 
to him as a priſoner of ſtate, eſtimated and valued 
to them at four lack of Rupees *, he confeſſed 
himſelf ſenſible of his miſtake, and made no further 
ſhew of reſiſtance. |- The Jemmautdaar ſeized him, 
and gave orders to have him hound and ſent to the 
boat: but on his making further ſubmiſſion, and 
promiſing to get hoats from Santipore to ſend after 
us, and 5 to pay chem for the trouble he 
had cauſed, he was relcaſcd, and matters accom- 
modaterL. | 

I was become ſo very Jow and weak. with this 

cruel travel, that it was ſome. time before th 

would venture to march me back; and the © hard. 
« hearted villains,” for their own ſakes, were at 
laſt obliged to carry me part of the way, and ſup- 
rt me the reſt, covering me from the. ſun with 
their ſhiclds. - A poor fellow, one of our Under- 
Gomaſtaus of Santipore, ſeeing me at the Cutcher- 
ry, knew me, and, with tears in his eyes, preſented 
me with a bunch of plantains, the half of which 
m guard plundered by the way, ' 
e departed from hence directly, in expeation 
of: boats following us, but they never came; and 
the next day (I think the laſt of June) they preſſed 

a ſmall open fiſking-dingy, and embarked us on 
— with two of our guard only; for in fact, any 
more would have ſunk her. Here we had a bed of 
bamboos, ſomething ſofter, I think, than thoſe of 
the great boat; that is, they were ſomething 
ſmoother, but we were ſo diſtreſſed for room, that 
ve could not ſtir without our fetters bruiſing our 


* or each others boils ; and were in woeful 
| aue 
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diſtreſs. indeed, not arriving at Muxadabad until 
the 7th of July in the afternoon, We were all 
this while expoſed to one regular ſucceſſion of 
heavy rain, or intenſe ſun- ſhine, and nothing to 
defend us from either. 25 | 
But then don't let me Forget our bleſſings; for 
by the good nature of one of our guard, Shaike 
Bodul, we now and then latterly got a few plan- 
tains, onions, parched rice, with Jaggree “, and 
the bitter green, called Curella: all which were 
to us luxurious indulgencies, and made the rice go 
down deliciouſly, ; | 
On the 7th of July, early in the morning, we 
came in ſight of the French factory. I had a letter 
prepared for Mr. Law the Chief, and prevailed 
with my friend Bodul, to put to there. On the 
receipt-of my letter, Mr. Law, with much polite- 
neſs and humanity, came down to the water-ſide, 
and remained near an hour with us. He gave the 
Shaike a genteel preſent for his civilities, and of- 
fered him a conſiderable reward and ſecurity, if he 
would permit us to land for an hour's refreſhment : 
but he replied, his head would pay for the indul- 
gence, After Mr, Law had given us a ſupply of 
cloaths, linen, proviſions, hquors, and caſh, we left 
his factory with grateful hearts and compliments. 
We could not, as you may imagine, long reſiſt 
touching our ſtock of proviſions; but however 
temperate we thought ourſelyes, we were all diſ- 
ordered more or leſs by this firſt indulgence. A 
few hours after I was ſeized with a painful inflam- 
mation in my right leg and thigh. 
Paſſing by our fort and factory at Coſſimbuzar, 
raiſed ſome melanchaly reflections amongſt us. 
About four in the afternoon we landed at Muxa- 
dabad, and were conducted to, and depoſited in 
| | an 
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55 open ſtable, not far from the Suba's palace in 
e City. | . 2 N 
This march, I will freely confeſs to you, drew 
tears of diſdain and anguiſh of heart from me; 
thus to be led like a felon, a ſpectacle to the inha- 
bitants of this populous city! My ſoul could not 
ſupport itſelf with any degree of patience ; the 
pain too ariſing from my boils, and inflamma- 
tion of my leg, added not a little, -I believe, to 
the depreſſion of my ſpirits. \ | 
Here we had a guard of Moors placed on one 
ſide of us, and a guard of Gentoos on the other; 
and being deſtined to remain in this place of pur- 
gatory, until the Suba returned to the city, I can 
ive you no idea of our ſufferings. The immenſe 
crowd of ſpectators, who came from all quarters 
of the city to ſatisfy their curioſity, ſo blocked us 
up from morning till night, that I may truly ſay 
we narrowly eſcaped a ſecond ſuffocation, the 
weather proving exceeding ſultry. 
The firſt night after our arrival in the ſtable, I 
was attacked by a fever ; and that night and the 
next day, the inflammation of my leg and thigh 
greatly increaſed: but all terminated the ſecond 
night in a regular fit of the gout in my right: foot 
and ankle; the firſt and laſt fit of this kind I ever 
had. How my 1rons agreed with this new viſitor 
I leave you to judge; for I could not by any 
| iatreaty obtain liberty for ſo much as that poor 
a | 
urine our reſidence here, we experienced every 
act of humanity and friendſhip from Monf, Law 
and Mynheer Vernet, the French and Dutch Chiefs 
of Coſſimbuzar, who left no means uneſſayed to 
procure our releaſe. Our proviſions were regu- 
jarly ſent us from the Dutch Tankſal * in Coriem- 
abad; and we were daily viſited by Meſſrs. _ 
an 


* The Dutch Mint near Muxadabad. 
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and Ekſtone, the Chief and Second there; and 
indeed received ſuch inſtances of commiſeration 
and affection from Mynheer Roſs, as will ever 
claim my moſt grateful remembrance. - 

The whole body of Armenian merchants too 
were moſt: kind and friendly to us; particularly 
Aga Manuel Satoor : we were not a little indebted 
to the obliging good-natured behaviour of Meſſrs. 
Haſtings and Chambers, who gave us as much of 
their company as they could. They had obtained 

their liberty by the French and Dutch Chiefs be- 
coming bail for their appearance. This ſecurity 
was often tendered for us, but without effect. 

The 11th of July the Suba arrived in the city, 
ang with him Bundoo Sing, to whoſe houſe we 
were removed that afternoon in a Hackery ; for I 

was not able to put my foot to the ground. Here 
we were confirmed in a report which had before 
reached us, that the Suba, on his return to Houghly, 
made enquiry for us when he releaſed Meſſieurs 
Watts and Collett, &c. with intention to releaſe 
us alſo; and, that he had expreſſed ſome reſent- 
ment at Mhir Muddon for having ſo haſtily ſent us 
up to Muxadabad. This proved a very pleaſing 
piece of intelligence to us; and gave us reaſon to 
hope the iſſue would be more favourable to us than 

: we expected. 

7 Though we were here lodged in an open Bungulo 
only, yet we found ourſelves relieved from the 
crowd of people which had ſtifled us at the ſtable, 
and once more breathed the freſh air. We were 
treated with much kindneſs and reſpect by Bundoo 
Sing, who generally paſſed ſome time or other of 
the "day with us, and feaſted us with hopes of be- 
ing ſoon releaſed. 

he 15th we were conducted in a hackery to 
the Kella *, in order to have an audience of the 

| - Yuba, 


© The ſeat of the Suba's reſidence in the city of Muxadabad. 
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Suba, and know our fate, We were kept above 
an hour in the ſun oppoſite the gate; whilſt here 
we ſaw ſeveral of his miniſters brought out diſ- 
graced, in the cuſtody of Sootapurdars, and diſ- 
miſſed from their employs, who but a few minutes 
before we had ſeen enter the Kella in the utmoſt 
pomp and magnificence. 

Receiving advice, that we ſhould have no au- 
dience or admittance to the Suba that day, we 
were depoſited again at our former lodgings, the 
fable, to be at hand, and had the mortification of 
paſſing another night there. 

The 16th in the morning an old female atten- 
dant on Aliyverdy Cawn's Begum +, paid a viſit to 
our Shaike, and diſcourſed half an hour with him. 
Overhearing part of the converſation to be favour- 
able to us, I obtained the whole from him; and 
learned, that at a feaſt the preceding night, the 
Begum had ſollicited our liberty, and that the Suba 
had promiſed he would relcaſe us on the morrow. 
This, you may believe, gave us no ſmall ſpirits; 
bur ar noon all our hopes were daſhed by a piece 
of intelligence from Bundoo Sing, implying, that 
an order was prepared, and ready to pats the ſcal, 
for returning us 1n irons to Rajah Monickchund, 
governor of Allynagore, the name the Suba had 
given to Calcutta. 

I need not tell you what a luiderclep this proved 
to us in the very height of our flattering expecta- 
tions; for I was, as to mylclf, well convinced * 
ſnould never have got alive out of the hands of 
that rapacious harpy, who is a genuine Hindoo , 
in the very worſt acceptation of the word; there- 
fore, from that moment, gave up every hope of 


liberty. 
Men 


+ The dowager princeſs, grandmother of Surg! ad Dowls. 
2 Hindoo or as. 
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Men in this ſtate of mind ate generally pretty 

eaſy: it is hope Which gives anxiety, We dined 
and laid ourſelves down to ſleep; and for my own' 
purt, I nevet enjoyed a ſounder afternoon's nap. ' 
Towards five the Shaike waked me with notice, 

that the Suba would prefently paſs by to his palace 


of Mootecjeel. - We rouſed, and deſired the guard 


would keep the view clear for us. When the Suba 
catne in fight, we made him the uſual Salaam; and 
when he came abreaſt of us, he ordered his litter 
to ſtop, and us to be called to him. We advanced; 
and 1 addreſſed him in a ſhort ſpeech, ſetting forth 
our ſufferings, and petitioned for our liberty. The 
wretched” ſpectacle we made muſt, I think, have 


made an impreſſion on a breaſt the moſt, brutal; 


and if he is capable of pity or contrition, his heart 
felt it then, I think it appeared in ſpight of him 
in his countenance. He gave me no reply; but 
ordered a Sootapurdar and Chubdaar, immediately 
to ſee our jrons cut off, and to conduct us wherever 
we choſe to go, and to take care we received no 
trouble nor inſult ; and having repeated this order 
diſtinctly, directed his retinue to go on, As ſoon 
as our legs were free we took boat and proceeded 
to the Tankſall, where we were received and en- 
tertained with real joy and humanity, 

Thus, my worthy triend, you ſee us reſtored to 
liberty, at a time when we could entertain no pro- 
bable hope of ever obtaining it. The foundation 
of the alarm at noon was this: Monelol!, the Suba's 
Dewan, and ſome others, had in the morning 
taken no ſmall pains to convince the Suba, © That, 


« notwithſtanding my loſſes at Allynagere, I was 


&« ſtill poſſeſſed of enough to pay a conſiderable 
« ſum for my freedom; and. adviſed the ſending 
« me to Menickcbund, who would be better able 
& to trace out the remainder of my effects.“ To 
this, I was afterwards informed, the Suba replied : 
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© It may be; if he has any thing left, let him 
« keep it: his ſufferings have been great; he ſhall. 
« have his liberty.” Whether this was the reſult 
of his own ſentiments, or the conſequence of his 
promiſe the night before to the old Begum, I can- 
not ſay; but believe, we owe our freedom partly 
to both. | „„ * 
Being myſelf once again at liberty, it is time I 
ſhould releaſe you, Sir, alſo from the unpleaſing 
travel I have led you in this narrative. of our di- 
ſtreſſes, from our entrance - into that fatal Black- 
Hole. And, ſhall it after all be ſaid, or even 
thought, that I can poſſibly have arraigned or com- 
' mented too ſeverely on a conduct which alone 
1 us into theſe unequalled ſufferings? I 
ope not. I am, ; 
Dax SiR, 
Your moſt faithful and 
obedient humble Servant, 
J. £& HOLWEL LDL. 


L 


LIST of the Suornza ko in the Biack-Hor.s 
Priſon, excluſive of Sixty-nine, (conſiſting of Dutch 
and Engliſh Serjeants, Corporals, Soldiers, Topaz?s, 

- Militia, Whites and Portugueze, whoſe Names 
Jam unacquainted with), making on the whole, 
One hunared and twenty-three Perſons, 


| of Council. 
E. Eyre MEGrs, The Reverend Jervas 


Wm. Baillie Bellamy. 
| Gentlemt in the Service. 

Meſſrs. Jenks Meſſrs. Harad 
Revely P. Johnſtone 
Law Ballard 
Coales, Enſ. Mil. N. Drake 
Valicourt Carſe 
Jeb Knapton 
Toriano | Goſling 
E. Page Bing | 
S. Page wed 
Grub . Dalrymple. 
Street | | 

Military Captains. 
Clayton Wicherington. 
Buchanan 
Lieutenants, 
Biſhop Simſon 
Hays Bellamy, 
Blagg 
Enfigns. 

Paccard C. Wedderburn 
Scot Dumbleton, Enf. Mil. 
Haſtings 
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 Serjeants,” St. 
Serjeant Major | „Abraham gue. 
Quarter-Maſter Ser- C aruright 1 
jeant Bleau | e 

Sea Captains. 

Hunt Guy 

Oſburne Porter 


Purnell, ſurvived the W. Parker 
night, but died the Caulker 


next day. Bengall 
Meſſrs. Carey Atkinſon 
Stephenſon Leech, Cc. Ce. 


LIST of thoſe who Sorvriver the Black- 
HoLe Priſon. © 


| Med Hotwell Capt. Dickſon 
Court Mr. Moran 
Secretary Copke John Meadows, and 12 
Luſhington Military and Militia 
Burdet Blacks and Whites, 
Enſ. Walcott ſome of whom reco- 
Mrs. Carey vered when the door 


Capt. Mills was open, 


A 
N 
OF 
Mr. VANSITTART's Conduct, 


IN CONCLUDING THE 


Treaty of Commerce 


WITH 
MHIR COSSIM ALY CHAWN, 
AT MONGHEER. 


By a SERVANT of the COMPANY, 
long reſident in BENG AL, 


Ee 2 


- 
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o TRE 
PROPRIETORS 
n our 
EAS TIN DIA STO CE. 


N the courſe of altercation on your affairs at 
Bengal, many injurious inſinuations have been 
levelled at the conduct and character of the Gentle- 
man now preſiding there; amongſt theſe; the 
greateſt ſtreſs ſeems to be laid on two accuſadione3 
to wit, the Treaty of Commerce made at Mong- 

heer, and a Model of Cannon preſented by Mr. 
Vanſittart to Mhir Coſſim Aly Khan. The fiſt of 
_ theſe charges may be (in patt) founded on ignorance: 
the ſecond, on premeditated malice only. From 
both we undertake to exculpate him. Much has 
been ſaid touching the Abende of the Company's 
phirmaunds from the Great Moguls, and Confi- 
dence aſſerts they were given up by Mr. Vanſittart 
in the treaty of commerce he concluded at Mon- 
gheer. Let us examine this fact firſt, and clear it 

of the veil of darkneſs that covers it. 

When Mr. Surman (head of the embaſſy ſent 
the Company to the emperor Farrucſeer, to 
ſolicit the laſt phirmaund, and explanation of 
former grants) was on his return to Fort Wil- 
liam, he pitched his. tents in the neighbourhood of 
Moorſhadabad, and having acquired | from the Em- 
ror a title and rank in the liſt of Omrahs, ſome- 
thing ſuperior to that which Jaffier Khan (then 
1 Suba 


ü 4 


Suba of Bengal) bore, Mr. Surman expected 
the firſt viſit.— Jaffier Khan allowed Mr . Sur- 
man's ſuperior title, but confidering himſelf in 
rank the third Suba of the empire, and Vice-Roy 
of Bengal confirmed from court, thought the dig- 
nity of his poſt demanded the firſt viſit from Mr. 
Surman : frequent meſſengers paſſed between them, 
touching this ceremonial, for the ſpace of three 
days; but neither ſtooping, Mr. Surman ſtruck 
his tents, and returned to Calcutta.—Thus an 
injudicious punctilio in Mr. Surman deſtroyed all 
future cordiality with a man, on whom (from the 
nature and power of his poſt) ſo much depended, 
for the due execution of thoſe phirmaunds granted 
by Farrucſeer. | es” 1s 

Me grant, that in the original phirmaunds to the 
Company, there was a general liberty of trade 
given, without any exemption of particulars; but 
when this general trade, as well inland as exports 
and imports, continued to be exerciſed by the ſer- 
vants of the Company as formerly, Jaffier Khan 
preſently manifeſted the reſentment he had con- 
ceived againſt the Engliſh at Mr. Surman's be- 
' Haviour to him; and though his predeceſſors had 
been troubleſome on this head, yet he went much 
further. "Sc, . 

His firſt operations were, refuſing us tlie right 
of coinage, and ſpiriting up the Zemindars, pro- 
prietots of the 37 villages on the other ſide the 
Ganges ; both ceded to the Company by the phir- 
maund. Theſe Zemindars kept up their demands 
ſo high, and ſtarted ſo many difficulties with re- 
gard to parting with their lands, that the Company 
have never got poſſeſſion of them to this day: from 
the ſame caule, their preſidency of Fort William 
was eternally incommoded by a vexatious govern- 
mentẽs juriſdiction in the very heart of Calcutta, 
known by the names of Molungah, Simlea, &c. 

: 9328 
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His next ſtep was to claim an executive right to 
the trade of 1 the moſt ſtaple and lucrative 
articles of tobacco, ſalt and beetlenut; alleging, 
that from time immemorial none had preſumed to 
trade in theſe three articles, but thoſe who had his 
121 licence and expreſs purwannah. He 


ignified theſe ſentiments to the Preſidency, and 


prohibited the Company or their ſervants trading in 
them for the future. | 

The Company's ſervants ſtill perſiſting to trade 
in theſe articles, Jaffier Khan ſtopped the Com- 
pany's whole trade and inveſtment for Europe, 
which could never again obtain a currency, but by 
the payment of a ſevere mul&, of one, two, three, 
and ſometimes four lacks of rupees at a time. 

The ſame ſyſtem of politics was perſued by his 
ſucceſſor, until the Company at home being wearied 
out with continued advices of theſe conteſts between 
the Government and their Bengal ſervants, came 
to a reſolution of relinquiſhing their right to the 
trade of theſe three articles, tobacco, ſalt, and 
beetle nut, for themſelves, and ſtrictly prohibited 
their ſervants ever interfering in them, on pain of 
immediate diſmiſſion from their ſervice ; and theſe 
commands were repeatedly iſſued by the Court of 
Directors to their ſervants abroad. Henceforward 
the ſervants were content to trade in theſe articles 
under the covert of a Mahometan duſtick (or paſſ: 
port.) This they did on the beſt terms they poſſibly 
could with the Mahometan merchant, which was 

nerally a conſideration of 25 per cent. a conſi- 
982 very moderate on articles that commonly 
yield a profit of 80 to 150 per cent. This 25 per 
cent. was a clear profit, without riſque, to the 
merchant who gave his name, provided he was in 
favour at the Durbar; but at the worſt, he was 
always able to get off for paying 8 or 10 per cent. 
cuſtoms on the trade he covered, and put the reſt 
1 7 Ee 4 | into 
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into his pocket. Sometimes a joint trade was 
entered into in copartnerſhip, though not always in 
equal proportions. ch - =: - 
The continual abuſe of the Company's duſticks, 
by their ſervants, has been for the ſpace of forty 
years laſt paſt, another great cauſe for repeated 
uſt complaints from the Durbar; for thereby the 

mperor was robbed of his legal cuſtoms on a 
conſiderable proportion of the trade of the pro- 
vinces.— As the nature of the Company's duſtick, 
and the miſchiefs ariſing from the abuſe of it, muſt 
be little known to you; a ſhort, explanation of 
boch, becomes here abſolutely neceſſary to your 
information. 24 * 
The Company's duſtick is a paſſport for their 
trade, iſſued under their broad Perſian Purwannah 
ſeal, or ſeal of office, ſigned by the Preſident, and 
counter- ſigned by the Secretary to the Council, 
ſpecifying the quantity, number, package and 
quality of the goods to be paſſed by virtue of that 
particular duſtick, clear of all duties, let, hindrance, 
or obſtructions from the Government's guards, and 
receipts of cuſtom ſettled on different parts of the 
rivers and other inland parts of the provinces.— 
The duſtick was alſo occaſionally iſſued by the 
chiefs. of your ſubordinate factories, under the 
ſame formalities ; and whether from the Preſidency 
or Subordinates, always ſpecified the place from 
whence the goods came, and were deſtined ; and 
with the particulars before recited, were ſet forth 
both in Engliſh and Perſian, and a regiſter regu- 
larly kept of every dultick iſſued. The duſtick 
was drawn in Perſian, as well as Engliſh, becauſe 
at every Government's chowkey there was ſtationed 
.a Perſian Moonſpee (Writer or Secretary) on the part 
of the Government, who being a ſtranger to the 
Engliſh language, the Company's trade might other- 
wile be liable ro obſtruction, delay, loſs and damage, 


by 
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by à longer detention in their boats at ſometimes 
inclement ſeaſons of the year. 1 
"Your ſervants, down to the junior Writer, were 

entitled to a duſtick on application, for the pro- 
tection of his private trade. The wiſdom of firſt 
granting this liberty and indulgence, and the con- 
tinuing it ſo long after the fatal conſequences were 
viſible, are points I will not here diſcuſs, Let it 
ſuffice, that I ſay the abuſe of it gave too juſt 'a 
handle to the Government for frequently putting a 
ſtop to the proviſion of your inveſtment in every 
part of the provinces, for one, two, and ſometimes 
three months together, until bought off by the 

igher the longer a ſtand was made againſt it. Thus 
have I known a contention of this kind, which 
might eaſily. (in the beginning of an embargo laid 
on your inveſtment) have been compromiſed for 
fifty or a hundred thouſand rupees, coft you, at 
the end of two or three months, three or four lacks, 
Though the policy of the government was invari- 
able in this particular of the abuſe of the duſtick, 
(as formerly touching our trading in the three pra- 
hibited articles of ſalt, tobacco and beetlenut) 
they never, before the times of the Subas Ally 


Verdy Khan and Surajud Dowla, meditated the 


attack and deſtruction of your forts and garriſons ; 
theſe had new and particular motives; former 
Subas, on a tranſgreſſion either in the one or, the 
other of the two before- mentioned cauſes, put an 
immediate ſtop to the proviſion of your inveſt- 
ments, by laying a prohibition on the weavers and 
others employed in your manufactures, ſurroundin 

your ſubordinates with guards, and cutting of 
ſapplies of proviſions, &c. They knew the im- 
portance of your inveſtments, and the ſeaſons for 
the diſpatch of it to Europe, and knew alſo you 
could hardly ſuſtain yourſelves under the failure 
of 


_—_ of a high mul&, which generally grew 


. 
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of one year's returns; all this they were perfectly 

uainted with, and therefore knew your ſervants 
muſt neceſſarily ſubmit, ſooner or later, to any 
terms they thought fit to impoſe: a conſideration 
alſo, which ſhould have determined your Preſidency 
to finiſh every diſpute of this kind with all poſſible 
expedition. I will not ſay theſe exactions would 
not have been made, had no real cauſe been given; 
light pretences are ſufficient for arbitrary govern- 
ments to act upon; but where real caulc exiſted, 


which (regarding the abuſe of the duſtick at leaſt) 


was too truly the caſe, we cannot ſurely much won- 
der at it, But to explain the nature of this abuſe 
of your duſtick, ſo conſtantly the ſource of com- 
plaints from the durbar: LY | I 
When youth firſt embark in your ſervice, at the 

age of 15 or 16, it cannot be reaſonably ſuppoſed 
they ſet out with any fixed principles of moral 
reftitude z conſequently the good SiDoliions they 
may have acquired by a careful education, become 
too much liable to be perverted, by deſigning 
artful men. Theſe young gentlemen, on their 
arrival in Bengal, entertain a ſervant, under the 
denomination of a Banian, who, in the general, 
ſoon becomes their maſter, and continues that 
wer and influence over them, more or leſs, as 
Ibn as they reſide in India; but more eſpecially, 
if the Banian happens to be poſſeſſed of a capital 
that can be aſſiſting to his (nominal) maſter in 
trade, the young gentleman himſelf rarely having 
à capital of his own to begin with. | 
heſe Banians are either ſimply ſo, or merchants 

as well as Banians. In general, they have no 
principle to be the rule of their actions, but gain; 
this is their ſole purſuit, and to accompliſh it they 
Rick at nothing, ſo they can guard againſt a de- 


If 


tection of their rogueries. 
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If they are Banians ſimply ſo called, they are 
moſtly tools of ſome native merchant, whoſe prin- 
ciples of rectitude are not a whit better than the 
Banians. | h 511 er 3 lern H 
The Seats (a Gentoo Caſt, ſo called) and the 
other Company's Dadney merchants, who provided 
their inveſtments until the year 178, rarely, before 
that period ſtooped to be Banians to the gentlemen 
in your ſervice ; but from that period, finding the 
meaſure was adopted for providing your inveſtment 
by your own gomaſtahs or factors at the Arungs, 
they condeſcended to ſerve either in perſon or 
by Banians who were entirely dependant on them. 
- Theſe Dadney merchants, whilſt they continued 
in that employ, always had the addreſs to bring 
down their own private goods and merchandize 
with the Company's, under the cover and protec- 
tion of the ſame duſtick; but being in the above- 
mentioned year ſtripped of that means of cluding, 
the king's duties, they fixed on another which they 
knew had been for a long term ſucceſsfully practiſed 
by the Banians ; that is, covering their trade by 
the Company's duſticks, obtained chiefly from your 
junior ſervants. 155 My f 
Various were the terms of this illicit compact; 
ſometimes the. Company's ſervant was entitſed to 
th, +th,: or 4 of the profits on the trade ſo cover- 
ed. At other times, with ſorrow I ſpeak it, your 
duſtick was fold at various prices, from 200 to 25 
rupees each; and to ſuch a ſhameful proſtitution - 
did this trade in duſticks-come to, that it was no 
uncommon thing to ſee on the regiſter a trade of 
two lack per annum carried on in appearance by 
perſons known never to have been worth five 
pounds in their lives, nor that had credit to this 
amount in your Preſidency. Sometimes they en- 

aged in a joint trade, the Banian or merchant 
Mode the capital, in the courſe of which if your 
| ſervane 
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ſervant came in for r-16th of the profits he was 
well off, but oftener was brought in debtor. 
The Government's ſpies in the ſettlement were 
well acquainted with proſtitutions and abuſe of the 
Company's Duſtick, and ſent daily advices thereof 
to the Durbar, where it uſed to be often thrown 
out in terrorem, that they had a long Duſtick 
< account to ſettle with the Engliſh.” — And Sura- 
jud Dowla in 1736, declared he would prove from 
vouchers in his poſſeſſion © that the Engliſh had 
defrauded the King in his revenues, by covering 
« the trade of his ſubjects with their Duſticks, to 
« the amount of one Corore and a half (one million 
«© five hundred thouſand pound ſterling) in the 

* ſpace of fifty years.” Howſoever this charę 
was exaggerated, it is a truth, that the ſum of thi 
frauds ariſing from this illicit practice muſt have 
been very important. 
Tour Court of Directors were ſo ſenſible of the 
repeated abuſe of this indulgence, that, I think, 
there are no leſs than five and twenty sTANDING 
Onpxxs againſt it tranſmitted to your Preſident and 
Council of Fort William from the year 1702 to 
1756, each of theſe orders directing, on detection, 
reſtitution of the King's duties, immediate dil- 
miſſion from the ſervice, and the aggreſſor to be 
ſent ro England on the firſt returning ſhip ; but 
notwithſtanding theſe orders, and the utmoſt vigi- 
lance of your Council abroad to prevent this prac- 
rice, it was found impoſſible. The ſtrongeſt pro- 
hibitions, the moſt ſolemn oaths, proved ineffectual; 
and though it was notoriouſly known, that there 
was hardly any period of your ſervice, that there 
were not ſome of your ſervants who had no viſible 
means of ſubſiſting, but on this trade of Duſticks; 
yet, ſtrange to tell! we find few examples made 
of the aggreſſors on the records of the Company. 
This can be accounted for, only from the difficulty 
of full detection; but ſurely in this cate, where 
58 1 7 the 
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the very exiſtence of the Company was liable to be 


brought into hazard, ſtrong and glaring preſump- 
tion of the fact ſhould- have been deemed proof 
ſufficient z the more eſpecially, as it was long evi- 
dent, nothing butexamples-made of this preſumptive 
proof, would be capable of putting a total ſtop to 
a practice that had ſo often embroiled, and diſtreſſed 
your affairs; and was at laſt oze of thoſe cauſes 
aſſigned by Surajud Dowla, for that deſtruction 
brought on your Bengal ſettlements in 19756. Theſe 
examples ſhould not- have been confined to your 
ſeryants only, but ſhould have been extended to 
the Black Merchant or Banian, ſaſpected of being 
concerned. with them ; theſe ſhould have been 
baniſhed your ſettlements, and in flagrant inſtances 
delivered up to the government. Three. examples 
of this kind, we dare ſay, would have effectually 
ut a ſtop to this miſchief for ever: We think 
me directions to che above purport and intention 
were ſent out by your Court of Directors a few 
years ago, but they were never put in practice. 
To draw our foregoing anecdotes -into a ſmaller 
compaſs, we beg leave to remind you, that we have 


ſhewn two principal cauſes that gave riſe to every 


conteſt which happened between your ſervants and 
the Government, down to the time of Surajud 
Dowla, viz. Your ſervants trading in the three 
prohibited articles ſo often mentioned, and their 
abuſe of the Company's Duſtick, both repeated 

forbid by your Court of Directors under the ſevere 

and moſt poſitive reſtrictions, and yet both con- 
tinued, and lately the one of them abſolutely 
avowed, nay, even contended for by ſome of your 
ſervants with indecency, arrogance and violence 
to the utter ſubverſion of the laws and natural 
liberties of a country where you trade upon ſuf- 
ferance; as well as in defiance and diſobedience 


of the reiterated commands of their maſters at 


home, 
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Let vs take a ſhort view of this government in 
the year 1760, when you ſaw a Vice Roy at the 
head gf it, raiſed by your ſervants from motives 
of juſtice, joined to the neceſſity of your affairs 
confirmed by yourſelves in the opinion and judg- 
ment of your Directors: ' Conſider this Vice Roy 
making you princely donations of the moſt valuable 
parts of his country; then fee your fervants aim- 
ing to ſtrip him of the remainder, the commercial 
legal duties which were to be his future ſupport in 
that government you had promoted him to—now 
ſee him driven from two of his provinces for not 
tamely ſubmitting to arrogant impoſitions— then 
furely you will bluſh for the reproaches ſo wantonly 
thrown upon the Engliſh name and nation. But 
to return more immediately to our ſubject. 

Soon after Mr. Vanſittart's arrival to the Go- 
vernment of Fort William, ſuch was the licentious 
conduct of your ſervants, more particularly at your 
ſubordinates, in thoſe articles of trade ſo often for- 


bid both by the Company and Government, that 


continual complaints came in of the unbounded 
violences of them and their agents. Mr. Vanſit- 
tart plainly ſaw, unleſs ſome remedy was applied, 
general confuſion muſt enſue. He took a middle 
road, and formed a judicious plan that all parties 
ought to have been ſatisfhed with, and, as he ex- 
preſſes it, would have reconciled all differences, 
if faithfully adhered to on both ſides : The hber- 
ties of the Phirmaunds touching theſe conteſted 
articles, as well as the whole inland trade, had 
been given up and relinquiſhed by the Company 
long ago, —He has the merit of ſtipulating for the 
reſuming thoſe liberties, and preferving them in 
perpetuity on terms highly advantageous to every 
one engaged in it, as we have already made ap- 
pear. It has been charged againſt him, that he 


concluded this Treaty of Commerce without the 


aſſent 
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aſſent of his Council. That he was firſt inveſted 
with a diſcretional power has been proved beyond 


contradiction ; and though it has been alſo inſinu- 


ated, he ſuppreſſed and never acknowledged the 


receipt of a letter ſent by the Council, revoking 
that power, and containing a diſſent to the terms 


of the Treaty tranſmitted to them by Mr. Vanſit- 
tart :—yet—if ſuch a revocation and difſent was 


diſpatched, it appears very extraordinary that his 


enemies have not produced a copy of it, ſince, in 


other matters leſs important, they have been ſa 


minute.— Therefore it is no unreaſonable conclu- 


ſion to ſay, We believe no ſuch letter was ever 
ſent,—or it would certainly have appeared againſt 
him. 
his conduct, for not giving due time for this 
Treaty taking place. To this we ſay, that poſſi- 
bly he thought this licentious contraband trade of 
your ſervants required an immediate check. And 
as they had engaged in it, in direct breach of their 
maſters orders, and we fear in breach alſo of their 
covenants; it was but juſt they ſhould ſuffer the 
conſequences, for they ſurely had no title to indul- 
gence. One objection only, to this Gentleman's 
conduct regarding this Treaty, remains unanſwered; 
and that is the article by which he gives the deci- 
ſion of diſputes into the hands of the Government's 
officers : but for this error he has ſo ingenuouſly 
apologiſed himſelf, that nothing but ill- nature 
could be capable of continuing it as a charge 


againſt him. However, had not the unhappy and 


ill. judged ſecond depuration taken place, this error 
might eaſily have been retrieved, and over- ruled 
as loon as the inconveniencics nad been diſcovered. 
Concerning the preſent ,of Cannon, (levelled at 
Mr. Vanſittart's reputation only) the charge is 
ſo evidently malicious, as hardly to deſerve a 
reply. It is a notoriqus truth, that at the cap- 
| | cure 


Another objection has been ſtarted againſt 
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ture of Coſſimbuzar and Fort William, the Go- 
vernment had ſtore both of cannon and field pieces 
with their carriages, which they had ſix months in 
their poſſeſſion.— Surajud Dow la had 20 of the 
latter ſo well conſtructed by his own people, that 
they could hardly be known from thoſe made in 
Europe. But we will not affront your underſtand- 
ing, by dwelling longer in the refutation of a 
charge ſo FERUBARt to ſenſe as well as decency. 
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